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T h is  i s  th e  s o r t  of day  th a t  I th ink  if  w e could have about two 

of th e m  e v e ry  w eek , w e could handle  a lm o s t  anything! We woke up a t  

C am p D avid to  snow, a  f i r e p la c e ,  s e r e n i t y  and  the  good com pany of 

Bob M c N a m a ra  and M argy, and th e i r  son C ra ig .  M arg y  and I w ent fo r  a 

w alk  in  th e  b i t t e r  c o ld - -  I th ink  i t  m u s t  have been  a s  low a s  about tw elve  

d e g r e e s .  T h e re  w e r e  f re q u e n t  c a l ls  f ro m  P a n a m a . . . Lyndon ac tu a l ly  

w en t to  C hurch  and i t  tu rn e d  out i t  w as  a  l i t t l e  E p isco p a l  C h u rch  down 

a t  T h u rm o n t.  I p ro b a b ly  would  have loved i t  ju s t  a s  I do m y  own l i t t le  

Sain t B a rn a b a s ,  but I ju s t  thought I would sk ip  i t  fo r  once. And then  

about e leven  o 'c lo c k ,  S ena to r  D ick R u s s e l l  and M a ria n n e  M eans  c a m e  

out by h e l ic o p te r  and jo in ed  us .  We s a t  in  th e  liv ing  ro o m  and w atched  

th e  v a lley  of M ary lan d  s p re a d  out b e fo re  us and S en a to r  R u s se l l  began  to  

t e l l  us an  in te re s t in g  s to ry  about how he thought we w e re  p r e t ty  c lo se  

to  A n tie ta m  and about th e  lo s t  o r d e r  of G e n e ra l  R o b e r t  E. L ee , He 

d is t r ib u te d  h is  o r d e r s  to  a l l  of th e  G e n e ra ls ,  Som e G e n e ra l ,  p o o r  dope, 

had lo s t  h is .  T hey  w e r e  found in  th e  f o r e s t , w rap p ed  a ro u n d  a couple 

of c igars , by a  Union S erg ean t.  They  w e re ,  of c o u r s e ,  ta k e n  to  M cC le llan  

who a t  f i r s t  thought i t  w as a  hoax and  then  began  to  act. upon i t ,  o rd e re d  

up a l l  his t ro o p s  and what follow ed w as bad  fo r  the  C onfederacy ,

L a te r  on when I w as te l l in g  Lynda B ird  about i t ,  she  sa id  “Y es,
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and if  M cC le llan  had ju s t  a c te d  r e a l  f a s t - -  in  an  a g g r e s s iv e  f a s h io n - - 

b ro u g h t in  e v e ry b o d y, he could have f in ish ed  off th e  w a r  two y e a r s  so o n e r .  

When I saw  Dick R u s s e l l  a n o th e r  t im e  he to ld  m e  th a t  w as  ex ac tly  th e  

w ay i t  could  have been[ T h a t i s  th e  r e a s o n  I w ant Lynda B ird  up h e re  

b e c a u s e  she  knows so m an y  of th e s e  th in g s ,  she  r i s e s  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  

a  lo t of th e  s m a r t  peop le  I know have to  im p a r t .

F o r  once, I r e a d  a l l  the  a r t i c l e s - - e v e n  enough to  s a t is fy  L i z - -  

about w hat m y  day S a tu rd a y  had been  l ik e .  D oro thy  M cC ard le 's  w as

e s p e c ia l ly  good and  Nan R o b e r tso n ’s in  th e  New Y ork  T im e s  was fine . 

T h e re  w e re  any n u m b er  of th e m . The P h i la d e lp h ia  I n q u i r e r - -  f ro n t  page- 

a lso . f ro n t  p ag e  in  th e  P h i la d e lp h ia  Sunday B u lle tin ,  a good s to r y  in  the  

New Y ork  H e ra ld  T r ib u n e ,  a  v e ry  w onderfu l  c o v e ra g e  about w hat to  m e  

had b een  a  m a rv e lo u s  day.

We w ent bowling and  i t  w as  r a th e r  c o m fo rt in g  to  find th a t  th a t  

s u p e rm a n .  S e c r e ta r y  of D efense , a c tu a l ly  w a s n ’t  th e  b e s t  b o w le r  in  the 

w o r ld .  I c a m e  in  la s t ,  but I do b e l ie v e  th a t  he w as next to  l a s t ,  but i t  

only m a d e  m e  m a d  and d e te rm in e d  to  co m e  i n - -  w e ll ,  th e  next t im e  I 

am  not going to  be  s ix th . I a m  going to  a t  l e a s t  m an ag e  to  be  fifth . We had 

a la te  lunch and th en  a  b it  of a nap and a t  3:00 o ’clock  we l is te n e d  to m y  

TV show w ith  N ancy H anschm an , w hich  w as c a ta s t ro p h ic ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  

of i t ,  in  th e  L ib r a r y  d o w n s ta ir s  w h e re  we w e re  to g e th e r .  Not N ancy’s
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fau lt.  She did h e r  a b so lu te  b e s t  w ith  m e .  It w as  ju s t  th a t  I w as  t i r e d ,  

u n p re p a re d ,  and  d id n 't  w ant to .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  w eek  th a t  I had 

lived  w as  a  good w eek  and m ay b e  th e  r e c i ta t io n  of th o se  even ts  w ill  do 

so m eth in g  to  b a la n c e  m y  own v e ry  p o o r  a p p e a ra n c e ,  and the  m in u te s  we 

had to g e th e r  in  th e  L ib r a r y .  I  a m  not going to  do th a t  a n y m o re .  I w on 't  

s ay  th a t  I a m  going to  r e q u i r e  p e r fe c t io n  of m y se lf ,  bu t I a m  going to  be 

p r e p a r e d  and I a m  going to  be a s s u r e d  th e  next t im e  I do such  a  th ing.

T he  b e s t  p a r t  of th e  day w as l is te n in g  to  D ick R u s se l l ,  Bob 

M c N a m a ra  and  Lyndon t a l k .  And I have a  q u e e r  fee ling  of s a d n e ss  th a t  a l l  

of th e  so c ia l  c h a rm  and a l l  the  G o v e rn m e n ta l  b r a in s  th a t  a r e  w ra p p e d  up 

in  Dick R u s s e l l  th a t  he has ch o sen  to  such  an ex ten t to  w ith d raw  h im se lf  

^ f ro m  th e  f ie ld  of b a t t le .b e c a u s e  w hen he w an ts  to  and fe e ls  l ik e  it ,  t h e r e  is

nobody a s  in te r e s t in g  o r  a s  good a s  he is .

It  began  to snow about t h r e e  o r  fo u r  o ’clock  and  we le f t  about 

s ix  by h e l ic o p te r  to  r e tu r n  to  W ashington.

'T h e  M c N a m a ra s  had a  d in n e r  da te  and  so Dick R u s s e l l ,

M a r ia n n e  M eans,  J a c k  V alenti,  Lyndon and I s a t  in  th e  u p s ta i r s  dining 

ro o m  and had a qu ie t and  r a th e r  e a r ly  d in n e r  and th en  to  bed. It w as 

r e a l ly  th e  s o r t  of day th a t  o f fe red  so m e  t im e  fo r  th a t  m o s t  va luab le  of 

l u x u r i e s - - r e f l e c t io n ,  and I thought a l i t t le  b it  about w hat the  p a s t  s ix  o r  

s ev en  w eek s  had m e a n t  to  m e .  P h y s ic a l  r e a c t io n s  have been  qu ite  noticeable .(
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One th ing , fo r  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  w eek s  I w as  cold a l l  the  t im e ,

I w an ted  a  s w e a te r  when  nobody e ls e  w an ted  a  s w e a te r ,  I d id n 't  have 

any  a p p e t i te  and I lo s t  about five pounds. A f te r  I m oved  in to  th e  W hite 

House  fo r  a w h ile  I found m y se l f  w alk ing  on tiptoes and talking in 

whi s p e r s .  T h a t ' s about o v e r  now. One c a n ' t  go on-doing  that.  Has there 

b een  any  s e n se  of e la tio n  a t  any  t im e  a t  re a c h in g  th e  job  we a r e  now in? No. 

None a t  a l l .  J u s t  a  s e n se  of how h a rd  th is  is  going to  be  and t he 

dete r m in a t io n  to  m a k e  th e s e  tw e lv e  m o n th s - - e l e v e n  o r  w h a te v e r  th ey  a r e - -  

a s  good a s  I can. And th en  th e r e  is  a n o th e r  th in g th a t 's  gone unm entioned  

but not unnoticed  by m e .  It ju s t  happens th a t  e v e ry  night a t  d in n e r  s in ce  

th e  22nd of N o v em b er ,  Lyndon has  e i th e r  sa id  g r a c e  o r  a sk e d  so m e  

ap p r o p r ia te  m e m b e r  of the  group to  say  g r a ce . T h a t 's  a  habit I  like  and 

w an ted  to  f o s te r  fo r  about tw en ty -n in e  y e a r s  and som ehow  o r  o th e r  have 

n e v e r  gotten i t  o v e r  and yet h e r e  h e 's  the  m a n  who does  it .  A lso , he has 

b een  to  C hurch  e v e ry  Sunday s i n c e  th e n  and o c c a s io n a l ly  o n  s o m e  d ay s 

i n b e tw een  on an  a p p ro p r ia te  day  l i k e - - I  be liev e  N ew  Y e a rs 's   o r 

C h r i s tm a s .  T h e re  have been  a t  l e a s t  two Sundays when I have m is s e d  th a t  

he h a s n ' t  m is s e d .  W e 'v e  been  to  th e  L u th e ra n ,  the  E p isco p a l ,  once we 

t r i e d  to  go to  the  C h r is t ia n ,  but i t  tu rn e d  out to  be a g a th e r in g  of a l l  

s o r t s  of deno m in a tio n s  and we m u s t  go to  the  C h r is t ia n  soon. I a m  not 

going to  say  how glad I a m  about i t  fo r  f e a r  i t  m ig h t  som ehow  ev a p o ra te ,  

but I have the  fee lin g  th a t  i t ' s  not going to and  th e n - -and th is  is  s o r t  of a 

f in a l  a m a z e m e n t - - th a t  r a t h e r  r ig o ro u s  s e r i e s  of e x e r c i s e s  w hich
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D r, C ro u s e  p ro p o se d  fo r  Lyndon--to  keep  h im  in  good shape  o r  r a th e r  

not to  keep  h im - -  to  get h im  in  good shape . I r e a l ly  thought I w as  going 

to  w a it  until a f t e r  P a n a m a  to  get s t a r t e d  on them . I  d id n 't  know qu ite  

w hen w e would o r  even w h e th e r  w e would. I, m y se lf ,  had s ta r t e d  on th e m  

and th en  I find v e ry  m u ch  to  m y  p l e a s u r e  th a t  the  C o rp sm a n  say s  th a t  

Lyndon has done th e m  tw ic e  and shows c o n s id e ra b le  i n t e r e s t  and i t  sounds 

l ik e  he m ig h t  keep  i t  up.

About th e  going to  C h u rch  habit, i t  would be  th e  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  of 

a  l i fe t im e  to  sa y  th a t  a  m a n  of good s e n se  d o e s n 't  know how m u ch  he 

needs help and  so lac e .  He does and I a m  so glad h e 's  s im p ly  and 

s t r a ig h t fo rw a rd ly  going about seek ing  it .  It r e m in d s  m e  of a  line  f ro m  

th e  Holy C om m union  s e rv ic e  th a t  goes so m eth in g  like  th is  "Ye who 

a r e  in  love and c h a r i ty  w ith  your ne ig h b o rs  and in tend  to  lead  a  new life , 

d ra w  n e a r  w ith  fa ith  and ta k e  th is  Holy S a c ra m e n t  to  your c o m fo rt .  '*
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We woke up a t  C am p  David to snow and s e re n i ty  and f i r e  

bu rn ing  in  the f i r e p la c e ,  and the  highly sa tis fy in g  com pany of Bob and 

M a rg y  M c N a m a ra  and th e ir  son C ra ig .  Lyndon w ent to C h u rch  tha t 

m o r n in g - - a  l i t t le  E p isc o p a l  C hurch  down in  the v il lage  of T hurm on t,

It tu rn e d  out to be like  m y  own Sain t B a rn a b a s  in  F r e d e r i c k s b u rg .  I

II
am  s o r r y  I did not h ave  the ge t  up and g e t  to go w ith  h im . M a rg y  and 

I w en t fo r  a w alk  in  the tw elve d e g re e  w e a th e r  w ith ev e ry  b re a th  blowing 

out in  f ro n t  of us l ike  a b a n n e r .  T h e re  w e re  f re q u e n t  c a l ls  about P a n a m a  

f ro m  Cy V ance and o th e r  peop le  in  M c N a m a ra 's  staff, but som ehow  or 

o th e r  a t  C am p  David th e r e  is  an in su la t io n  th a t  k eep s  you f ro m  being 

t e r r ib ly  w o r r ie d  about w h a t 's  going on in  the w o r ld  a ro u n d  you.
V *

A bout e leven  o 'c lo c k  S ena to r  D ick  R u s s e l l  and M arian n e  

M eans j u s t  c a m e  out and we s a t  down in  the big liv ing ro o m  looking out

th rough  the p ic tu re  window down onto the v a l ley  of M ary lan d  and S enato r
U

R u s s e l l  began  to t r y  to g e t  us p laced  g e o g ra p h ic a l ly  and he  sa id , I think

we a r e  c lo se  to A n tie tam . Then he  began  to r e c i t e  the s to ry  of a  g r e a t  

C iv il  W ar b a tt le .  G e n e ra l  R o b e r t  E . L e e  h ad  d is t r ib u te d  h is  o r d e r s  to 

h is  G e n e ra ls . .  One lu c k le s s  G e n e ra l  had lo s t  h is .  They had  been  found 

in  the  f o r e s t  w ra p p e d  a ro u n d  a couple  of c ig a r s -- by a Y ankee S ergean t,  

tak en  to M cC le llan . A t f i r s t  M cC le llan  thought they  w e re  a hoax . Then
••

he ac ted  upon them , g a th e re d  h is  t ro o p s  and th e r e  ensued  the b lo o d ies t  

b a t t le  of the C iv il  W ar, one of the b lo o d ie s t  of a l l  t im e s .  L a te r  on when



I w as te l l ing  L ynda  B i rd  about i t  and how in te re s t in g ly  D ick R u s s e l l  

to ld  it, I sa id ,  "Honey, th a t  is  one of the r e a s o n s  I w ant you up h e r e  

b e c a u se  you know so m u ch  about h is to ry ,  you like it ,  you like p o li t ic s ,  

and I w an t you to l i s te n  to th e se  people  I l i s te n  to. " And she sa id , "yes ,  

M am a, and if  M cC le llan  had  had  s e n se  enough to round  up a ll  of his  t ro o p s  

and p itch  r ig h t  in  a g g re s s iv e ly ,  he could  have  ended the w a r  two y e a r s  

b e fo re  he  d i d '  I a sk ed  S ena to r  R u s s e l l  about th a t  a f te r  I had  go tten  off 

the phone c a l l  w ith  Lynda and he  sa id , " T h a t 's  e n t i re ly  r ig h t .  H e could 

hav e . " '•

We had  a la te  lunch, a  v e ry  s h o r t  nap, a l i t t le  bowling.

We tuned in  on m y  TV show, w hich w as a c a ta s t ro p h e .  It w as as  bad as  

I had  thought i t  w as  going to be, th a t  is ,  the b i ts  f ro m  P e n n sy lv a n ia  w e re  

good. I l iked  them . The whole w eek  w as  good, but the f ive  m in u te s  w ith  

m e  th e r e  in  the l i b r a r y  I looked ju s t  as  old and ju s t  as  f re n e t ic  and ju s t  

as  t i r e d  and j u s t  as  u n p re p a re d  as  I w as  and if  I am  not s m a r t  enough 

to g e t  the m o r a l  out of tha t,  then  I am  not s m a r t  a t  a ll .  No m o r e  

u n p re p a re d  th ings ,  no m o r e  th ings  when I am  not w ell  b r ie fe d  in  w hat 

I a m  going to do.

F o r  once, I r e a d  a l l  the a r t i c l e s  in  the p a p e r  about m y  t r ip  

to P en n sy lv a n ia ,  enough to even  s a t is fy  L iz .  D orothy  M cC ardle had  an 

e s p e c ia l ly  good one and Nan R o b e r t s o n 's  w as n ice . I g u e ss  the b e s t  

thing about today is  th a t  th e r e  w as a c tu a l ly  so m e  t im e  fo r  re f le c t io n ,  

so m e  t im e  to th ink  about the changes  th a t  have  com e into our  life . The
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one thing, so m e  of the p h y s ic a l  a sp e c ts  of how th e se  agonizing days 

a f fec ted  m e .  I h av e  b een  cold a l l  the t im e .  I w anted  a sw e a te r  when 

nobody e ls e  h a s  w anted  a sw e a te r .  I h a v e n 't  had  any ap p e ti te  and I have 

lo s t  f ive  pounds. T h a t p a r t  of i t  is  good. A no ther  p a r t  th a t  is  good is  

th a t  I find th a t  we say  g ra c e  a t the tab le  a l l  of the t im e ,  Lyndon looks 

a ro u n d  and ch o o ses  som ebody and we ju s t  n a tu ra l ly  do and tha t is  f in e .  

A l i t t le  w hile  fo r  co n tem p la t io n  in  a  day is  a thing m u ch  to be d e s ire d .

I b e l iev e  if  we could  have  about one and a h a lf  days like  th is  a f te r  seven ,

I would h ave  s te a m  enough to ta c k le  w h a te v e r  e lse  th a t  tak es  p lace .
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