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T h is  m o rn in g  I w oke up to  a  w h ite  w o r ld  -  snow  fa ll in g  o u ts id e  o f 

o u r  b e d ro o m  w in d o w s, so  th ic k . T h e  bigg e s t  s to rm  in  a b o u t s ix  y e a r s ,  th e  

p a p e r s  s a i d .  T h e  m a g n o lia  t r e e s  h e a v y  w ith  sn o w , the  m o n u m e n t b a r e ly  

v is ib le ,

L a t e r  in  the  day  i t  c l e a r e d  up  an d  i t  w a s  the m o s t  g o rg e o u s  w h ite ,  

su n n y  w o rld ] b u t I  know  i t  w a s  lo ts  of h e a d a c h e s  f o r  B e s s ,  fo r  in s ta n c e ,  w ho 

w a s  w o n d e rin g  a b o u t the  g u e s t  l i s t  a n d  w ho w ou ld  r e a l ly  m a k e  i t  f ro m  a f a r ,  

an d  e s p e c ia l ly  L iz ,  w ho w a s  w o n d e rin g  i f  th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  w ou ld  g e t h e r e  

f ro m  A r iz o n a  o r  w h e r e v e r  th e y  w e re  co m in g  f r o m ,

S o m e tim e  in  th e  m o rn in g , I  f in is h e d  R u th  M o n tg o m e ry ’ s b o o k , w h ich  

I  r e a l l y  fo u n d  v e r y  e n te r ta in in g .  M ade the c h a n g e s  th a t w e re  n e c e s s a r y ,  go t 

i t  s e n t  o v e r  to  h e r  b y  L iz ,

T h e n  I  g o t M a ry  E l le n  M o n ro n e y  a n d  M a rn y  C lif fo rd  to  co m e o v e r ,  

a n d  a b o u t 2 o ’c lo c k , w e b e g a n  to  la y  o u t the  lu s c io u s  s a m p le s  of f a b r ic s  

to  f in is h  u p  L y n d a  B i r d 's  ro o m , an d  L u c i B a in e s  ro o m . A c tu a lly , b e c a u s e  

I  v a lu e  th e i r  t a s t e s  a n d  lo v e  th e i r  ow n h o m e s , I  ju s t  p o in te d  o u t a l l  o f m y  

f a v o r i te s  to  th em  - c h a i r s ,  an d  s to o ls ,  an d  b r a id  on the c u r ta in s  a n d  p o s s ib le  

p ic tu r e s  h e r e  a n d  th e r e .  A nd w e ta lk e d  the  p r o s  a n d  co n s  an d  w h a t w e co u ld  

fin d  in  the g o v e rn m e n t w a re h o u s e ,  an d  I  le f t  i t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  u p  to  th e m .

We p r e t t y  m u c h  m a d e  o u r  c h o ic e s  w h en  M rs ,  H e n d r ic k s  a r r i v e d  a t  

4 o 'c lo c k , so  I  g o t M r , A r a ta ,  th e  m a n -- the  w o n d e rfu l l i t t l e  m a n  who*s b e e n
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h e r e  a t  the W hite H o u se  so  m a n y  y e a r s   a n d  w ho d o e s  a l l  the  u p h o ls te ry ,  

an d  w e r e a l ly  n a i le d  i t  dow n, I  th in k . How m a n y  y a r d s  to  o r d e r ,  how  lo n g  

i t  w il l  ta k e . I  th in k  th o se  ro o m s  w ill  be  f in is h e d  an d  w ill  be  c h a rm in g , 

e x c e p t fo r  the  l iv e d - in  lo o k  w h ic h  th e  c h i ld r e n  m u s t  im p a r t .

T h e n  a b o u t 5 :15 , I  h a d  to  s a y  goodby b e c a u s e  I h a d  a n  a p p o in tm e n t 

w ith  D ick  A d le r ,  to  d is c u s s  the  e n te r ta in m e n t  fo r  T u e s d a y  n ig h t -  o u r  

f i r s t  b ig  n ig h t in  the  W hite H o u se .

I ' m  lo o k in g  fo r w a r d  so  m u c h  to  h av in g  M r , M e r r i l l  s in g  V e rd i  -  th a t 

I  know  w il l  be  w o n d e rfu l, I  c o n fe s s  a  l i t t l e  q u e s tio n  m a r k  a b o u t the  C h r i s ty  

M in s t r e l s ,  I  lo v e  fo lk  m u s ic  b u t the  n a m e  H o o tnanny  s o r t  of th ro w s  m e  off, 

I  g u e s s  I ' m  ju s t  too  o ld - f a s h io n e d  fo r  i t ,  b u t I  c a n  ju s t  h e a r  m y  c h i ld re n , 

L u c i e s p e c ia l ly ,  say in g  " M o th e r  ! ! "

M r. A d le r  i s  a  v e r y  c h a rm in g  m a n , an d  I  know  he  h a s  the im a g in a tio n  

a n d  sav v y  to  p ro v id e  u s  w ith  a  lo t  of in te r e s t in g  e n te r ta in m e n t  f o r  fu tu re  

e v e n ts  in  th e  W hite H o u se , so  I  hope  th a t  w e c a n  r e m a in  a  good  te a m  a n d  

h e lp  each  oth e r  on  i t .

T h e n  I  h a d  to s h if t  the g e a r s  o f m y  m in d  w hen  I s a id  goodby to  h im , 

a  l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  an d  m e e t  F r a n k  M allo y , w h o ' s c o m in g  o v e r  to  b r i e f  m e on 

I ta ly  -  i t s  r e c e n t  p o l i t ic s  a n d  h i s to r y ,  an d  e c o n o m ic s , an d  on th e  Segnis 

th e m s e lv e s ,  an d  im p a r t  a l l  th o se  ju ic y  b i ts  of p r iv a te  in fo rm a t io n  th a t he 

a lw a y s  k n o w s. H e ' s one o f m y  f a v o r i te  p ip e l in e s  to  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t 

b e c a u s e  e v e ry th in g  h e  t e l l s  he  a lw a y s  m a k e s  so  p a la ta b le  and  the  b r i e f s
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he  le a v e s  a r e  s h o r t  enou g h  fo r  m e  to r e a d .

A f te r  he  l e f t ,  I  g o t the  w o rd , f ro m  so m eb o d y  in  the  o ff ic e , I b e lie v e  

i t  w a s  B il l  M o y e rs , th a t  I  c o u ld  e x p e c t L yndon  in  ab o u t 40 m in u te s ,  say  

a b o u t 8 :3 0 , H e w as  going to h a v e  a  b i t  o f a  sw im  f i r s t  an d  th e n  w o u ld  be 

h o m e  fo r  d in n e r ,  w h ich  ju s t  so u n d ed  lu c k y , . B u t i t  d id n ' t tu rn  o u t th a t  

w ay .

A bou t n in e , I  go t th e  w o rd  th a t  h e  h a d  r e tu r n e d  f ro m  th e  sw im m in g  

p o o l to  th e  C a b in e t R o o m , w h ich  p o r te n d e d  no good . A nd th a t he  w as  

m e e t in g  w ith  R u sk , M c N a m a ra , M cB undy  - ab o u t 14 of th em  a l l  to ld , an d  

a f t e r  r e a d in g  a n d  l i s te n in g  a b o u t P a n a m a , th a t  d id n 't  so u n d  good.

A s the  h o u r s  w e n t on  -  9, 10 :30 , 11:00 -  I  b e g a n  to  w o n d e r w h a t I  

c o u ld  do a b o u t i t .  B u t w ith  14 m e n  o f su c h  s ta tu r e  in  th e r e ,  I  d id n ’t q u ite  

d a r e  do a n y th in g .

I  g o t a  b u l le t in  f ro m  th e  o ff ic e  a b o u t e v e r y  30 m in u te s ,  th a t  th e y

w o u ld  l e t  m e know  w h en  h e  s t a r t e d  to  l e a v e .  P r e t t y  so o n  I  a s k e d  e v e ry o n e

■ (

in  the  k itc h e n  to go h o m e , e x c e p t  tw o, one to  co o k  an d  one to  s e r v e ,  I  

th in k  th a t m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t 9 :3 0 . A bou t 10:30, I  a te  m y  ow n s u p p e r , 

r a t h e r  f o r lo r n ly ,  on a  t r a y  an d  w en t to  b e d  a t  12 :30 .

So i t  w a s  on ly  th e  n e x t m o rn in g  th a t  I  knew  th a t the  m e e t in g  b ro k e  up  

a ro u n d  12 :30 , a n d  th a t a f t e r  a  l i t t l e  le t t in g  dow n, an d  a  l i t t l e  ta lk  w ith  h is  ^

ow n s ta f f ,  L y ndon  g o t b a c k  a t  p o s s ib ly  two o 'c lo c k  fo r  b r e a k f a s t ,  and  th e n  

a  ru b , an d  th e n  to  b e d  -  too  la te  to  ta lk  a b o u t. *
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T h is  i s  m y  p ro b le m , th is  i s  w h a t I ' m  going to  s o lv e , in  so m e  tim e  

in  the  n e x t m o n th  o r  tw o, i f  I ' m  to  f i l l  a  u s e fu l  r o le  h e r e  w h e re  I  f in d  

m y s e l f .  M y own p e r s o n a l  r e q u e s t  to the  L o rd , i s  th a t  I  c a n  so m eh o w  be 

ta c t fu l  en ough , a n d  gay  en o u g h , an d  s o m e t im e s  e v e n  m e a n  enough , to  

e i th e r  g e t L y n d o n  h o m e  a t  a  r e a s o n a b le  h o u r  fo r  d in n e r  a n d  b e d , o r  to  g e t 

h im  to c o m e  h o m e , b r in g in g  w ith  h im  t h e  c o m p o n e n ts  of w o rk , an d  do 

i t  o v e r  h e r e  in  a  so m e w h a t m o r e  r e la x e d  a tm o s p h e r e .

I t  w ou ld  be to la b o r  the  o b v io u s , th a t  on  n ig h ts  l ik e  th i s  I  th in k  of s e e in g  

L yndon  m a k in g  h is  S ta te  of th e  U nion  s p e e c h , an d  h is  f i r s t  s p e e c h  to  

C o n g re s s ,  an d  o f the  two g e n tle m e n , b o th  g e n tle m e n  I  lo v e , s tan d in g  b eh in d  

h im , a n d  o f know ing  th a t he  m u s t  g e t th ro u g h  the n e x t tw e lv e  m o n th s  a s  w e ll  

an d  h a le  a n d  h e a r ty  an d  s t ro n g  a s  p o s s ib le .

I t  w o u ld  be also to labor  the  o b v io u s , to s a y  th a t  e v e r y  t im e  I p a s s  th a t

p o r t r a i t  of P r e s id e n t  W oodrow  W ilso n   th a t  i t  s a y s ,  "H av e  a  p o r t r a i t  m a d e  

s o o n .”


