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Today is  ano ther big day, it is  the day P re s id e n t Segni of Italy  and 

M adam S egn i a re  going to come for th e ir  State m eeting .

It began w ith v e ry  m undane b u s in ess  of getting m y white chiffon d re s s  

sho rtened , and then spending an hour or so read ing  the background m a te r ia l  

on Ita ly , i ts  sta te  of po litics  and econom ics, on the life of the S e g n i s  that

F ra n k  M alloy had b rought me the evening b e fo re . . . Looking a t the p ic tu re s  

of m e m b e rs  of the p a rty  so I would recogn ize  them .

Then, a t noon, I drove down w ith Lyndon to the Union Station fo r the 

o ffic ia l g ree tin g .

P re s id e n t S egn i is  ra th e r  like  an e ld e rly  gnom e, w ith sp id e ry  white

h a ir  and a gentle sm ile , which b e lie s  the long y e a rs  h e ' s spent in  the govern-

m en t, w ith a ll  the top posts  th e re  a re  - P rim e  M in iste r, M in iste r, M in ister 

of A g ricu ltu re , M in is te r of Foreign A ffa irs . M adam S egn i is  plum p and

gentle, and easy  to be w ith.

We m et them  in 18 deg ree  w eather, w ith every  b rea th  that we blew   

ju s t going out in  fro n t of us w ith a  g re a t white cloud of s te a m .. We w alked 

through the lined  up flags of a ll  the 50 s ta te s  of the Union, and onto a  lit t le  

p la tfo rm  w here  th e re  a re  the u su a l g ree ting  ce rem o n ie s , excep t they w ere  

s ligh tly  sn a r le d  up by the cold, because  a good m any m u sica l in s t r u m e n ts  

won' t play outdoors in  18 deg ree  w eather! And we had to re ly  too m uch on 

d ru m s.
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Then we got in the c a r s ,  fo r a parade  down P ennsylvan ia  Avenue,

It was a c ry s ta l  b rig h t d ay , gorgeous sunshine, and snow everyw here , and 

the cap ito l never looked w h ite r . And the b r i ll ia n t  g reen , red  and white 

flags of Ita ly  and our own flags gave the day a festive  a ir .  T here  w ere  a  

good m any people out, considering  the w ea th e r.

When we reach ed  B la ir  H ouse w e sa id  goodby, and I went back  for 

lunch on a  tray, a  good deal m o re  read ing  from  m y whole b ro ch u re  about 

Ita ly , going over the guest l is t ,  looking in  to see what the State Dining 

Room looked like  a n d  being v e ry  p lea sed  with it. '

r ;  . I .Going in  to^listen - -  I m u st adm it w ith som ething of a tre m o r  - - t o  the 

p ra c tic e  of the C h ris ty  M in s tre ls , and with no tre m o r a t a ll  fo r R obert 

M e rr il l ,  but finding that I w as la te  fo r i t .

And then checking out the lovely  Yellow Room , w hich I found that I am 

glad I did check  out, because  even in  th is house, things need  dusting ev e ry  

now and then/

A fter m y good frien d , M r. P e r  had com e and fixed m y h a ir , I w ent 

in to  the Yellow Room and had lo ts  a n d  lo ts  and lo ts  of p ic tu re s  m ade, som e 

of which I hope to have one tha t w ill tu rn  out good.

Then a ll  d re s s e d  up in m y p re tty  w hite  s o r t  of G rec ian  flowing chiffon, 

and w ith Lyndon, we began to w ait fo r the m om ently  bu lle tin  to go down to 

m ee t them  . P re tty  soon it  cam e and we w alked out o n t o  the fron t steps

of the W hite H ouse, and the b la rin g  ligh ts  of the p ho tog raphers, and into
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( ' /  ■  the icy  w eath e r, w ithout a  coat, to say  hello  to two v e ry  n i c e  e ld e rly

people, and the le a d e rs  of th e ir  governm ent, w ere accom panying them ,

Next- - and th is is  alw ays a p a r t  of the evenings that I have liked  b e s t

when th ere  have been  evenings w ith the K ennedys- - w e went back up to

the Yellow Room , The C hief Ju s tice  and M rs , W arren  w ere  th e re ; the

S e c re ta ry  of State and M rs , Rusk; a n d , of c o u rse , b es id es  P re s id e n t and

M rs , Segni, th e re  w ere  the A m bassador from  Italy  to u s , M r, F enoaltea ;

ou r A m bassador to Italy , M r. and M rs. Re in h a rd t . And of co u rse , Angie ,

and h is  lovely  w ife, Robin, w ithout whom such things ju s t couldn' t go on.

And the chief m em b ers  of the Ita lian  p a rty .

We had a d rink , we looked a t the p ic tu re s  of the a r r iv a l ,  and then we 

went in to  the g ifts , and that w as when I w as re a lly  proud  of the people who 

w ork  fo r m e because  the g ifts showed im agination  and ch arm , o r so I thought.

T h ere  w as a s ilv e r  box, and on the ou tside , a m ap of the U nited S tates 

and the m ap of Ita ly  - and a sentence from  H enry W adsw orth Longfellow , 

w hich sa id , ’’Ita ly  re m a in s  to a ll, the land of d ream s and a v ision  of d e lig h t,”

I think up un til about a week ago, w e' d have ca lled  i t  a c ig a re tte  box. It is  

now ca lled  a  desk  box.

And th e re  w as, even m ore  delightfu lly , a le t te r  w ritte n  in 1774 from  

one P h ilip  M azzei, a co m p a trio t of our guest of honor, who w as a  fr ien d  of 

Thom as Je ffe rso n  and B enjam in  F ran k lin , and who had been a sked by them
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to come to th is coun try  and look in to  the p o ss ib ilitie s  of im proving  our 

production  of w heat and the in troduction  of v ineyards in  th is country . It was 

old, au then tic , and charm ing  and it  w as tra n s la te d  into E ng lish  and Ita lian  

in  a l it t le  le a th e r  fra m e , a pam phlet a ttached .

Next, d o w n sta irs , down that ra th e r  te rr ify in g  s ta irc a s e , to the tune 

of Hail to the Chief, and to stand  in  line and m ee t a ll  the guests who w ere  

a ssem b led  in the E a s t Room .

N atu ra lly , beside  the L ead ersh ip  in  the governm ent, th e re  w ere  a ll  

of the m em b ers  of C ongress of Ita lian  descen t, and believe  m e there*s 

plenty! P ete  Rodino, Dante F a sc e ll , Silvio Conte, and so on and so on.

It w as p a r t ic u la r ly  n ice  to see  our old frien d , V ictor Anfuso, fo rm e rly

a C ongressm an , now a judge, who w as w ith us in  Los A ngeles befo re  July,
.f

The lab o r le a d e rs  w ere  th e re  in  good supply a lso , David Dubinsky, 

G eorge M eany and W alter R eu th er, I w as a l itt le  sad  to see  tha t W alter 

L ippm ann, the y e a rs  a t long la s t  te lling  on that v e ry  splendid  face.

It gave m e a lo t of p le a su re  to see M rs , M esta th e re , looking ju s t sim ply  

stunning. And Scooter and Dale a re ,  of c o u rse , two that I like  so m uch to 

have w ith u s.

And then th e re  w as M rs, C h a rle s  M arsh , and she sa id  som ething 

v e ry  n ice , "C h a rle s  is  h e re  in  sp ir i t ,  you know", she sa id .

A fter doing a ll  the read ing  about S ard in ia  being a  c ro s s  roads of the 

w orld , w ith the P hoen ic ians, the C arth ag in ian s, the S paniards, not to 

m ention  the R om ans and the G reeks, and L ord  knows who a ll  having trav e led  

th e re   a nd le ft the r e l ic s  of th e ir  liv es  and c iv iliza tions ; and a fte r  having
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rea d  about P r e s i d e n t  Segni bei ng a fa rm e r , and of the m any c a re e r s  in 

governm ent that h e ' d had over the la s t  - oh, v igorously  for the la s t  20 y e a rs , 

and befo re  that, a l s o t h a t  is ,  b efo re  the en tering  of M usso lin i- - I found 

that I didn ' t need to have w o rrie d  quite so m uch about w hat to ta lk  to him  

about, because  it w as p leasan t and easy ,

M r, S araga t, on m y o ther side , the F o re ig n  M in is te r , I had to try  

a b it on that.

The room  was lovely .
r"  --

A fter coffee and d rin k s , we went in  to the en te rta in m en t, R ich ard  

A d le r, com poser and p ro d u ce r, and our old fr ien d  from  the days of Lynda 

B ird ' s p a rty , did the in troducing . And f i r s t ,  th e re  w as R obert M e rr il l ,  

of the M etropo litan  O pera , who sang som e V erd i, from  H T ro v a to re , I 

think it  w as, and then som ething from  R ossin i - B a rb e r  of Seville . I w ish  

I had  had  tim e to te ll him  I had been  ra is e d  on Scotti and Severini and 

T e tra z z in i and G a lli-C u rc i, and a ll  of the V erd i th ings.

And the nex t thing that happened, w as the Christ y  M in s tre ls , and 

everybody under 25, I 'm su re , knows them , I m u st say  that I didn’t befo re  

but I ju s t  fe ll in  love w ith them , T hey ' r e  seven  young people whom R ich ard  

A dler d e sc rib e d  a s  The face of young A m erica , doing folk m usic  which they 

h o lle r  out w ith a  co n sid erab le  b e a t and rhythm  and v igo r, but is  - -  w ell, 

i t ’s a  new play on folk m u sic , I a c tu a lly  saw P re s id e n t  S e g n i  patting h is 

foot and I be lieve  i t  p lea sed  everybody  except pe rhaps the c r i t ic ,  M r. Paul

Hume in  the W ashington P o s t th is m orn ing .
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I be lieve  m ost of the 140 guests had a good tim e and I know I did.

When the en te rta in m en t w as o v e r, we ru sh ed  up, told them how m uch we 

liked  it, and had som e p ic tu re s  m ade which- - m o re  than any of the p ic tu re s --

I am hoping w ill tu rn  out w ell.

And then, v e ry  sh o rtly , we went out into the f ro s ty  night to say  

goodbye on the fro n t p o rch  to the S e g n is  and Lyndon sa id , " I m u st get back 

to w ork, ”
r--------

M r, G eorge McBundy sa id , “ the P re s id e n t ju s t ha te s  to be unem ployed.'" 

And so I m ixed  around , and p a sse d  the tim e of day w ith som e 20 or

30 of the people.
r
And one l it t le  thing that I ' m going to have to do for m e, is  to get

som ebody to stand  by m e  a t these  sta te  d in n ers , because  the nam e, by the 

tim e it  is  f i l te re d  p ast- - I*m the th ird  individual in line- - has becom e in d is - 

tingu ishab le , and e ith e r  I knew them  a ll the tim e d idn 't need it, o r  e lse  

I do not get the nam e, the p e rso n  goes by, and th e re  is  not that m om ent of 

con tact tha t you re a lly  want.

So a t the end of the day, m y m ain  feeling is  one of g re a t g ra titude  to 

Bes s  and L iz , who a re  the ones who m ade it  happen, and th is re a lly  v e ry  

splendid  White House sta ff. And I 'm happy that I got to live i t  because  I 

enjoyed it.


