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T h is  m o rn in g  b egan  w ith  a  s e s s io n  w ith  M r, J ,  B, W est, who ru n s  

the h o u se . A genda, how to hand le  2 a .m .  d in n e rs , b e c a u se  th a t is  the 

r id ic u lo u s  h o u r w hen m y  h u sb an d  cam e hom e to e a t  h is  su p p e r on M onday 

n ig h t -  two nig h ts  ago . T h a t canno t be con tinued  - f i r s t ,  b e ca u se  I w ant 

h im  to liv e ; seco n d , b e c a u se  I w ant h im  to w o rk  w ell w hile  h e ' s liv ing ; and 

th ird , and  w ay down the lin e , th a t '  no w ay to ru n  a  h o u se . W hich is  the 

end of i t  th a t I  w an ted  to d is c u s s  w ith  M r, W est.

We d ec id ed  the one w ay to tack le  i t  w as to have on han d  a  cooked 

tu rk e y , and  ham  , and  r o a s t ,  and  the th ings to m ake san d w ich es , and 

w h en ev e r we got the w o rd  fro m  the o ffic e  th a t th e re  w e re  som e 10 o r  12 

peop le  in  the C ab in e t Room  and th a t s e r io u s  ta lk s  w e re  going on, and  the 

h o u r re a c h e d  abou t 9 o r  9:30, we w ould m ake up a  b ig  p l a t t e r  of sandw iches 

an d  s im p ly  sen d  them  o v e r  a t  10;00, w ith  a  b ig  th e rm o s  of co ffee , and  som e 

m ilk , and  som e candy , b e c a u se  by th a t tim e , anybody n eed s  th e ir  en e rg y . 

The w o rs t  th a t cou ld  happen  to m e w ould be to - -  fo r  them  to b re a k  

up the m e e tin g  ju s t  a s  I w alked  in  the doo r w ith  the san d w ich es and  they 

w ould be w a s te d  - -  o r  e ls e  I  cou ld  e a t  them  fo r the n ex t ten  days fo r  m y  own 

lunch l

No, th a t w o u ld n 't be the w o rs t .  The w o rs t  cou ld  be th a t I ' d m ake them  

a n g ry , bu t so m eth in g  h a s  got to be done about i t ,  b e c a u se , f i r s t  o f a l l ,  I ' m 

th ink ing  of Lyndon, And seco n d , th e re  a r e  som e o th e r  w om en’s hu sb an d s 

th a t m ig h t be h u n g ry  th e re  too . ^
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T he seco n d  p a r t  of th is  agen d a  w ith  M r. W est, w as th a t w hen the 

even ing  w axed  along  to about 8 o r  8:30, and we o b se rv e d  th a t th e re  w as 

nobody le f t  in  the o ffice  b u t Lyndon and  one, two, o r  th re e  s ta f f  m e m b e rs , 

and  i t  w as obvious th a t we w ould no t be having  r e a l  com pany  fo r  d in n e r , 

th a t we s im p ly  sen d  hom e m o s t of the s ta ff , leav in g  ju s t  the cook a n d one 

p e rs o n  to s e rv e ,  w hich  is  the w ay I ' ve ru n  m y house  a l l  of m y  l ife ,  and  

then  I can  g en tly  p ro d  and  u rg e  to g e t h om e, a s  b e s t  I can , w in  o r lo se , and 

con tinue  th e ir  ta lk s  o v e r  d in n e r .

T hen  we ta lk ed  abou t how to c le an  th o se  b eau tifu l yellow  so fa s  in  the 

yellow  ro o m , th a t w e re  r e a l ly  so p e r ish a b le  w hen th e re  a r e  a  lo t of peop le 

in .

N ext I  t r ie d  to c a l l  R en e , the p r in c ip a l ch ef, and  F e rd in a n d , who did  

the d e s s e r t s ,  b e c a u se  the d in n e r l a s t  n igh t w as so b eau tifu l, I r e a l ly  w an ted  

to te l l  them  w h at a  tr iu m p h  i t  w a s . B ut, a la s ,  bo th  of them  w e re  out of the 

b u ild in g . I g u e ss  th ey ' r e  a r t i s t s ,  and  a r t i s t s  go about th ings in  th e ir  own 

w ay, so  I  s im p ly  le f t  w o rd  th a t I  h ad  c a lle d , and I s h a ll  r e a c h  them  an o th e r  time.

A fte r  an  h o u r  o r  two o f b u s in e s s ,  d isc u s s in g  b i l ls  w ith  M a rjo r ie  and 

the c o s t  of m a in te n a n ce  of the E lm s , ge ttin g  a  l i t t le  c h a r t  w r itte n  up on th a t 

by  A shton , and  sign ing  som e m a il,  I  then  got re a d y  fo r  the high po in t of the
s.-:

day, w hich w as lunch  a t  the I ta lia n  E m b a ssy , by  P re s id e n t  and  M rs . Segni 

in  h o n o r o f u s .  %
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We a r r iv e d  a t  the E m b a ssy  abou t 1:30 and the f i r s t  thing th a t 

hap p en ed  w as the p re s e n ta tio n  of g if ts . Oh, how I ju s t  love m i n e !  It i s

the b u s t  of the E m p e r o r  T ib e r iu s  t h a t d a te s  fro m  - -  w e ll, w hen w as he a 

liv in g  m a n ,--a  h u n d red  y e a r s  B. C . o r  a  h u n d red  y e a r s  A. D , , so m eth in g  lik e  

th a t. A nyw ay, a  v e ry , v e ry  long tim e ago, and th is  w ill be the m o s t 

v a lu ab le  thing in  m y  v e ry  own s m a ll  p e r so n a l c o lle c tio n  of a r t i f a c t s .  A 

c h a rm in g  lin k  w ith  h is to ry ,  and  who w ould e v e r  im ag in e  th a t I  w ould have i t .

T he g u es t l i s t  w as p re t ty  m u ch  a s  i t  u su a lly  is  - fo re ig n  re la tio n s  

p eo p le , C ab in e t p eo p le , the e n tire  I ta lia n  p a r ty .

T h a t E m b a ssy  c a r r i e s  a  g re a t  d e a l of the im p r in t  of i ts  own c o u n try , 

w h ic h  is  w hat I th ink  an  E m b a ssy  shou ld  do, and  in  the dining room  w hen 

we w en t in , d o m in a tin g  the ro o m  a r e  th e se  two e n o rm o u s  c h a n d e lie rs  of 

V en e tian  g la s s  - they  have a  s p e c ia l  n am e , m o ro  I th ink  i t  is  - they  a r e  

p ink  an d  b lu e , b e ig e , and  e v e ry  p a le  c o lo r  in  the w o rld , v e ry  d e lic a te  and  

te r r i f i c a l ly  fan cy .

I w as on the  r ig h t - no , I  w as on the le f t of P r e s id e n t   Seg n i and  then  on m y 

o th e r  s id e  w as the h ea d  o f th e ir  F o re ig n  A ffa ir s ,  M r, R u s k 's  op p o site  

n u m b e r , S a rag a t.

T he c o n v e rsa tio n  r e a l ly  got qu ite  a m u sin g  a t  t im e s . T he d in n e r w as so 

b e a u tifu l th a t I  couldn*t k eep  fro m  re m a rk in g  on i t  to the A m b a ssa d o r , who 

w as w ith in  ea r-an d -ey e  r e a c h  down the ta b le . E ach  d ish  th a t cam e out, w as 

an  a r c h i te c tu r a l  d re a m -- w hat a. chef they  m u s t h av e !  And th is  b ro u g h t the



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

W ednesday, J a n u a ry  15, 1964 P ag e  4

fo llow ing co m m en t fro m  the A m b a ssa d o r , w hom , som e y e a r s  b ack , I w ould 

h a v e -d e sc r ib e d  a s  a  m an  w ith  b ed ro o m  e y e s . He sa id , "T h e  m o s t im p o rta n t 

m an  in  the E m b a ssy  is  the cook . You can  ge t by w ith  a  m e d io c re  A m b assa d o r 

and  a  w o n d erfu l chef, b u t you can n o t ru n  an E m b a ssy  w ith  a  p o o r chef. •'

And then  th a t e l ic i te d  a  s to ry  fro m  M r. S a rag a t, abou t the chef of 

L o u is  XIV, who w as su ch  an  a r t i s t  and  such  an  e x p e r t  in  the f ie ld , th a t 

w hen a  c e r ta in  m ag n ific e n t d ish  th a t he w as in tend ing  to p re p a re  fo r a  sp e c ia l 

b an q u e t th a t w as sp o iled  by  the fa c t th a t the seafo o d  h ad  no t a r r iv e d  in  tim e  - -  

he  c o m m itted  su ic id e , b e c a u se  h is  life  h ad  b een  ru in ed l

T hank  God i t  got b a c k  a  l i t t le  b a la n c e  w hen som ebody  e lse  added  “ Y es, 

b u t th ings changed  a  l i t t le  b it  u n d e r  N apoleon b e c a u se  he d idn’t c a re  w hat 

he  a te .  He ju s t  a te  w h a te v e r  w as pu t b e fo re  h im , '•

T he F o re ig n  M in is te r  a ls o  m ad e  the in te re s t in g  co m m en t in  a n sw e r  to 

w hat I s a id  abou t w hat se e m e d  to m e , a s  a  p u re  o u ts id e r ,  th a t th a t g r e a t  

m o n o lith ic  s tr u c tu r e ,  the R om an  C ath o lic  h ie r a rc h y  w as f in a lly  beg inn ing  to 

change u n d e r  the l a s t  two P o p e s , And he s a id  y e s , th a t w hen he w en t to see  

the P ope he w o re  h is  b u s in e s s  s u it  now, and  he d id  no t k n ee l (his d au g h te r 

k n e lt p e rh a p s )  b u t he  d id  no t k n ee l. It w as lik e  going to see  anybody e ls e .

1 w onder w hat Lyndon and M r. S e g n i  ta lk ed  abou t in  th e ir  su b stan tiv e

ta lk s , I  a s k e d  h im  a  l i t t le  b i t  ab o u t i t .  I  don*t r e a l ly  know bu t m y id ea  is  

it*s ju s t  a  s o r t  of r e a s s u ra n c e  to u s , to the I ta lia n s , and  to the w o rld , th a t 

the f lu r r y  som e m o n th s  ag o  a bou t the e le c tio n  and  about I ta ly  sw erv ing  to w ard
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C o m m u n ism   i s n ' t so . T h a t they  r e a l ly  a r e n 't  sw erv in g  to w ard  C om m unism .

A t any  r a te ,  the to a s t  c o u ld n 't  have b een  m o re  b eau tifu l, o r  sounded 

m o re  p ro -w e s te rn .

A fte r  we m ad e  o u r goodbys to the S eg n is  and  le f t,  and  I d id n 't  g e t to 

take m y h ead  of T ib e r ia s  w ith  m e bu t I 'm  s u re  going to w atch  to see  i t  g e ts  

h e r e ,  we r e tu rn e d  to  the W hite H ouse.

T h e re  w as a n  h o u r o r  so of w o rk  and a  l i t t le  r e s t ,  and  then  I w ent 

d o w n s ta irs  to the B lue Room  to g re e t  the Senate and the H ouse m e m b e rs  of 

the I n te r - P a r l i a m e n ta r y  C o m m ittee ; som e 40 m e m b e rs  com bined  of our 

own P a r l ia m e n t  and  the P a r l ia m e n t  of C anada , those  C o n g re s sm e n  and 

S e n a to rs . T h is  w as a t  S en ato r Aiken's  r e q u e s t ,  and  any th ing  th a t he a s k s ,

L yndon and  I w ould be m ig h ty  anx ious to do; and . C o n g re s sm a n  C o rn e liu s  

G a llag h e r  on the H ouse s id e , who is  the s o r t  of h ead  m an  in  i t ,  fro m  our 

a s p e c t .

I  s to o d  in  lin e  and m e t a l l  the m e m b e rs  , who h ad  h ad  a  v e ry  s p e c ia l 

to u r  of the W hite H ouse p re v io u s ly  - -  they  a l l  se e m e d  so n ice  and  so p le a se d  

to be th e re ,  and  i t  m ad e  m e fe e l  good th a t I  could  do so m eth in g  lik e  th a t.

A nd then , w hile  we w e re  hav ing  o u r s h e r r y  in  the S tate Dining R oom , 

and  I  w as ta lk ing  w ith  f i r s t  one g roup  and  th en  a n o th e r , Lyndon cam e in , and  

w ith in  ab o u t 10 m in u te s  of g re e tin g s  and  n ice  w o rd s , I  th in k   he got the m ax im um  

r e s u l t s ,  w hich  i s  w hat I  w an t h im  to do. S m all tim e , r e a l  w a rm th , touch a s  

many  b a s e s  a s  he  can , and  no t outdo h im se lf .
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N ext fo llow ed  a  l i t t le  tim e  to c u r l  up in  f ro n t of the f i r e ,  in  m y  

b e d ro o m , s ig n  m y m a il ,  and ta lk  to L u c i, I 'm  so g lad  th a t sh e ' s going to 

th a t B u ck h ills  m e e tin g , b e c a u se  she sa id , ' ‘I t ' s som eth ing  I ' ve a lw ays 

w an ted  to do  m o th e r . " And s h e 'l l  be ex p o sed  to a  lo t of young peop le , 

bo th  boys and  g i r l s ,  in  the b e s t  sch o o ls . T hey  w ill l i s te n  to th eo ^ so p h ica l 

d is c o u rs e s  on re lig io n  fro m  - w e ll, som e of the in s t r u c to r s  fro m  Y ale , I 

know, w ill be th e re .  T h e re  w ill be good m in d s  and  sh a rp e n in g  of the w its  - 

and  th e r e ' l l  be som e sk iin g  and som e dancing , and  I th ink  L uc i w ill com e b ack  - 

w e ll, som e m o re  d o o rs  of the w o rld  w ill open to h e r .

T hen  of c o u rs e ,  L ynda B ird  - I h ad  a  good ta lk  w ith  h e r ,  and  in n u m e ra b le  

o th e rs  abou t ev e ry th in g  ran g in g  fro m  c lo th e s  and a r t   t o  W endy M arc u s  - -  

up and  down the lin e .

I  f in a lly  got a  ch an ce  to r e a d  the w o n d erfu l a r t ic le  in  T im e , abou t John 

C onnally  -  on the c o v e r  he lo o k s lik e  ev e ry th in g  he is  - and  w hat th ey  h ad  

ab o u t T e x a s  is  ab o u t a s  c lo se  to the t ru th  a s  one c a n  hope fo r .  It w as 

ab o u t an  A p lu s , and  If John  c a n  take and  hand le  T im e , he can  do any th ing .

T hen  I beg an  to th ink  abou t how to p ry  lo o se  m y  f r ie n d  fro m  h is  o ffice 

and  g e t h im  h o m e. W ith the h e lp  of C o n g re ssm a n  Ja c k  B ro o k s , whom  I ' ve 

com e to be v e ry  fond of, who w as in  h is  o ffice , i t  w o rk ed  out th a t we - -  I 

c a lle d  C h a r lo tte  B ro o k s  to com e o v e r and  jo in  u s  fo r d in n e r .

J a c k  B ro o k s , J a c k  V a len ti and  Lyndon w en t fo r  a  l i t t le  sw im , and  got 

hom e abou t 20 m in u te s  to 9, we h ad  d in n e r  and  then , a  ru b , and  then  one of 

the e a r l i e s t  b e d tim e s , and  one of the th ings th a t m ak es  m e th in k   t he L o rd
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h a s  h is  han d  on L yndon’s sh o u ld e r   is  th a t abou t one m inu te  a f te r  L y n d o n 's

h ead  h i ts  the p illow , I h e a r  th is  an n o u n cem en t th a t he is  now a s le e p , w ith

h is  r e g u la r  b re a th in g --and th a t h appens only  w ith  the L o rd 's  b le s s e d  lucky

o n es .
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