
Y e s te rd a y ,  T h u rsd a y ,  J a n u a ry  16, w as a  r e a l  p le a sa n t  and a  

r e a l  fu ll day. It b egan  by m e  tak in g  the  e x e r c i s e s  p r e s c r ib e d  by 

D r.  C ro u se  in  the  m o rn in g .  I t  took about fo r ty  m in u te s .  I t  would 

have b een  a  f a r ,  f a r  b e t t e r  th ing  if I had s ta r t e d  th e m  ten  y e a r s  ago, but 

s in c e  I c a n ' t  go back  th o se  ten ,  I w ill  j u s t  have to  ta k e  w hat th e r e  i s  of 

m e  and do the  b e s t  I can  f ro m  now on ,and  th e n  I w o rk ed  on the  lo g is t ic s  

of the  luncheon today , going o v e r  th e  g u e s ts  th a t  a r e  com ing and th inking  

of m y  po in ts  of con tac t  w ith  each  of th e m  and the  s a m e  of the  d in n e r  

ton igh t.

( A t one o 'c lo c k  I r e a l ly  had w hat to  m e  is  the  m o s t  p le a s a n t  type
i'

of lu n c h e o n --n o t  g iven  fo r  any  p a r t i c u la r  p e r s o n  o r  p u rp o se ,  but ju s t  to  

have fun. T h e  Senate  w iv es  who I enjoy l ike  B etty  F u lb r ig h t ,  H e n r ie t ta
I

A n d e rso n  and M a ry  E l le n  M onroney  and Abigail M cC arth y , and then  

f r o m  a  long w ays off, M rs .  P h i l l ip  Hoff, the  w ife of th e  G o v ern o r  of 

V erm o n t,  a m a z in g ly  enough, a  D e m o c ra t ,  and I got to  b r in g  h e r  up on 

th e  s ta te  of m y  m a p le  t r e e  th a t  w as  g iven  to  m e  when we w e r e  in  V erm o n t 

th a t  I have p la n te d  a t  th e  ra n c h ,  and to ld  h e r  a l l  about w h e re  I have m y  

p ic tu r e  of the  s u g a r  m i l l  in  the  office  a t  the  ran ch .  And then , t h e r e  w as 

M rs .  Bob K in tn e r  ( Je a n  K in tn e r)  w hom  I 'v e  known fo r  so long and b een  

so fond of, and  M iss  K a th e r in e  Quinn, who i s  M iss  D e m o c ra t ,  of
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C onnec ticu t.  I t  m u s t  have been  s o r t  of an  unusual note fo r  so m e  of the

n



o th e r  g u e s ts .  She--if  you a s k  h e r  ju s t  how th e  vote w ent in  P r e c in c t  14 

b ack  in  S tam fo rd  b ack  in  1948, I be t she  could  t e l l  you and she could 

t e l l  you how to  get i t  to  go a  c e r ta in  w ay in  th e  next upcom ing one. She 

i s  a  r e a l  " sa v v y ” w om an in h e r  l ine  of b u s in e s s  and not p e rh a p s  w hat 

a  g r e a t  m an y  of the  o th e r  g u e s ts  w e r e  qu ite  u sed  to .  And then , w hat an  u t te r  

joy  i t  w as  fo r  m e  to m e e t  and  have a t  m y  own ta b le  H elen  H ayes , who is  

p lay ing  h e re  in  M iss  Dove. I have w atch ed  h e r  f ro m  the  o th e r  s ide  of the  

foo tligh ts  fo r  so m a n y  y e a r s  and ju s t  loved h e r  and found h e r  enchanting 

in  p e r s o n .

A f te r  we got to  o u r  coffee, E l le n  S to tenburg  got up and to ld  us 

about h e r  l ife  and  t im e s  w ith  the  UN. She is  the  one who b rough t down the  

28 d e le g a te s  to  th e  L B J  R anch  l a s t  A p r i l .  And I thought ju s t  a  l i t t le  

in fo rm a tio n  about w hat so m e  p r iv a te  peop le  a r e  doing to  show th o se  UN 

d e le g a te s  confined in  - -  w ell  in  th a t  v a s t  s te e l  and  s tone  th ing  w hich is  

New Y o rk -- to  show th e m  w hat som eth ing  e ls e  of th e  U nited  S ta tes  looks 

l ik e  w ould b e  a  good id ea  and  she  has  ta k e n  th e m  to  p la c e s  like  W yoming, 

C a l i fo rn ia ,  N e b ra sk a ,  and a lso  I a m  g lad  to  say  to  T e x a s .  They a l l  

s e e m e d  to  en joy  i t .  It w as  o v e r  r a th e r  qu ick ly , and  th e n  I spen t th e  

a f te rn o o n  ge tting  b ack  to  sign ing  m y  b u sh e ls  of m a i l  and w aiting  fo r  Luci 

to  com e in  so  I could give h e r  th e  good, good news of a  ta lk  th a t  I had 

had w ith  M iss  K a th e r in e  L ee , of NCS, who to ld  m e  th a t  yes , she  thought 

she  could  r e a r r a n g e  one of L u c i ‘s f in a ls  so th a t  she  could  have i t  on
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T u e sd ay  o r  W ednesday  a f te rn o o n  so th a t  she  could get aw ay one day 

e a r ly  and have h e r  t r i p  to W isc o n s in - -a  t r i p  th a t  I f e a r  w ill  not m e e t  

w ith  the  a p p ro v a l  of a l l  th e  m e m b e r s  of o u r  fam ily ,  but w hich  I - - m a y b e  I 

a m  a s o f t i e - -  bu t I v e ry  m u ch  w ant h e r  to  have. And she p r e s e n te d  m e  

w ith  a p ro b le m  w hich  would m a k e  a  good p la y  as  she  is  in  a  p o s it io n  w h e re  

' she  could save  l iv es  o r  ru in  liv es  and I don’t  qu ite  have th e  judgm en t o r

th e  c o u ra g e  to  t e l l  h e r  w hich  i s  w hich . One of th e  b e s t  p ie c e s  of news, 

M iss  L e e  to ld  m e  is  th a t  the  t e a c h e r s  sa y  th a t  L u c i 's  a t t i tu d e  is  getting  

so m u ch  b e t te r .  She d o e s n 't  pan ic  a n y m o re ,  she  is  o rg an iz in g  h e r  t im e
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b e t t e r  a n d  th a t  th ey  r e a l ly  th ink  th a t  i f  the  D oc to r  a g r e e s  th a t  she  m igh t 

go b ack  a f t e r  f in a ls  a r e  o v e r  next w eek  to  tak ing  th a t  c o u r s e  th a t  was 

knocked out when she began  to  have th is  eye t ro u b le  so  th a t  she  w o n 't  

have to  be t ie d  a l l  s u m m e r  long to  w o r k .  T ha t would be a  g r e a t  joy 

b e c a u s e  I would love fo r  h e r  to  go b ack  to  Cam p M y stic ,  a lthough th e r e in  

l i e s  so m e  of the  p ro b le m  th a t  she  w as  te l l in g  m e  about.

We had an  e a r ly  d in n er  th is  e v e n in g - -  seven  o 'c lo c k ,  b u s in e s s  

su it ,  about s ix ty - fo u r  g u e s ts  fo r  th e  heads  of the  Senate  C o m m ittees  and 

th e i r  ran k in g  m e m b e r s  and th e  L e a d e rs h ip  on both  s id e s .  T he  p u rp o se ,  

a s  is  so  often  w ith  Lyndon, w as  r e a l ly  t r u ly  b u s in e s s .  He in v ited  in 

M cCone, of In te ll ig en ce ;  M c N a m a ra ,  S e c r e ta r y  of D efen se ;  Rusk, 

S e c r e ta r y  of S ta te  and  K e rm i t  G ordon, of Budget, sp e lled  in  c a p i ta l  

l e t t e r s ,  to  b r i e f  th e m . As s6on a s  we had a l l  f i led  in to  the  Blue R oom  and

—
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shaken  hands and  had a  d r in k , Lyndon got up and announced th a t  he would 

l ike  th e  g e n tlem en  to  acco m p an y  h im  to  th e  L i t t le  T h e a te r  w h e re  th e r e  would 

•be a  b r ie f in g  and I s a id  I w ished  th a t  a l l  the  la d ie s  would go u p s ta i r s  

and p e rh a p s  so m e  of th e m  m ig h t like  to  se e  the  second  f lo o r ,  th e  fam ily  

liv ing  q u a r t e r s .  So w e t ro o p e d  up and, of c o u r se .  S en a to r  M a rg a re t  

C h ase  S m ith  w en t w ith  th e  g en tlem en  and speak ing  of S en a to r  Sm ith, she  

sa id  so m eth in g  r e a l ly  qu ite  d e a r - -  sh e  and S en a to r  A iken to g e th e r .

S en a to r  A iken sa id  to  Lyndon ”Boy, i f  you keep on ac t in g  th is  way, som e 

day you a r e  going to  be P r e s i d e n t  of the  U nited  S ta te s ” and S ena to r  Sm ith  

s a id  "W ell, if  he k eep s  on behav ing  a s  he i s ,  he w ill  be P r e s id e n t  aga in .  " 

K e r m i t  Gordon r e m a rk e d  w hile  we w e r e  having our d r in k s  th a t  "I have 

s e e n  m o r e  of your husband  in  th e  l a s t  t h r e e  w eeks  th an  you have, " and I 

s a id  th a t  bo th  h is  w ife and I had a co m p la in t  to  e n te r  but ju s t  so  it  wound 

up in  sav ing  a  few m il l io n  d o l l a r s ,  I  th ink  w e can  be  conten t.

T he  la d ie s ,  I g u ess  about tw e n ty - s ix  o r  seven  of us , t ro o p e d  

u p s t a i r s - -  m o s t  of us up th e  s te p s  and so m e  in  th e  e le v a to r  b e c a u se  

L o u e lla  D irk se n  had a  b ro k e n  ank le  and H e n r ie t ta  Hill had one th a t  w as 

hea ling  and  s e v e r a l  m o re  i t  deve loped  w as b e t t e r  fo r  them ^and th en  we 

b eg an  in  th e  Yellow R oom  and I p o in ted  out a l l  th e  th ings  I know and  love 

and gave a  s o r t  of conducted  to u r ,  in te r r u p te d  by  everybody  te l l in g  how 

th ey  r e m e m b e r  th is  o r  th a t ,  but th e  s u rp r i s in g  th in g - -  the  m o s t  

s u r p r i s in g  th ing  of a l l - - w a s  how m a n y  sa id  th e y  had n e v e r  been  on th e



r Second F lo o r  b e fo re  and they  a r e  the w ives  of the ran k in g  m e m b e rs  

of the Senate!

We did p r a c t ic a l ly  ev e ry th in g  ex cep t L u c i 's  ro o m  w h e re  she 

w as s tudying fo r  f in a ls  and L ynda B i r d 's  ro o m  b e c a u se  we got the c a l l  

th a t  d in n er  w as r e a d y  b e fo re  we had  f in ish ed  it ,  and M rs .  G oldw ater w as 

p a r t i c u la r ly  in te r e s t e d  in  the C a t l i n s  b e c au se ,  a f te r  a ll,  they a r e  f ro m  

h e r  p a r t  of the w o r ld . Som e of the  o ld - t im e r s  co n f irm e d  m y  b e lie f  th a t  

- th e  beau tifu l s till  life flowers  th a t  is  in  the Q u een 's  R oom  above the f i r e p la c e  

■ w as  the g ift of P r in c e s s  E lizab e th ,  the p r e s e n t  Queen E l izab e th  of England,
I

w hen she  w as  our  g u e s t  h e r e  a  good m an y  y e a r s  ago and i t  u sed  to hang in 

(  the S ta te  Dining Room  above the buffet to the r ig h t  as  you en te re d .

I b e l iev e  as  a lw ays the L in co ln  R oom  a t t r a c te d  the m o s t  i n t e r e s t  

and I w as  g lad  th a t  I had gone th rough  th a t  ro o m  enough to say  th a t  five 

p ie c e s  of the fu rn i tu r e ,  the V ic to r ia n  s e t te e  and two of the l i t t le  s l ip p e r  

c h a i r s ,  w e re  o r ig in a l  p ie c e s  th a t  had  be longed to the L in co ln  fam ily .  I 

d id p o in t  out th a t  th a t  w as  not the ro o m  th a t  h e  a c tu a l ly  s le p t  i n - - t h a t  

i t  w as  o u r  own b e d ro o m  w h e re  he  s le p t - - a n d  s e v e r a l  people  l a te r  on 

looked a t  the p laq u e  above the f i r e p la c e  in  our b ed ro o m  tha t po in ts  

th a t  out and a lso  the l i t t le  one below  th a t  s a y s  "T h is  is  the ro o m  w h e re  

P r e s id e n t  John F i tz g e r a ld  K ennedy s le p t  w ith  h is  w ife Jacq u e lin e
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du ring  h is  two y e a r s ,  ten  m o n th s ,  and how ever m an y  days w as it   of

r



c
his l i fe  in  th e  W hite H ouse . ”

A ll the  t im e ,  a s  m uch  a s  I enjoyed the  la d ie s ,  I kept on w ish ing  

I could have been  eav esd ro p p in g  w ith  th e  m e n  b e c a u s e  th a t  w as what 

th e  w hole  th ing  w as  f o r -  - to  a c q u a in t  th e m  w ith  what the  A d m in is t ra t io n  

w as  t ry in g  to  do, not to  p u sh  o r  c o n v e r t  o r  s e ll ,  but to  lay  i t  out and 

say  we th ink  th is  i s  b e s t  and  p l e a s e  t r y  to  u n d e rs ta n d  and i f  you c a n ' t  go 

a long  you c a n ' t ,  w e ll  I hope t h e r e  is  some re s id u e  of good w ill  and a 

good d ea l  m o re  knowledge b e c a u s e  th a t  i s  w hat we in v e s te d  the  evening in.

When w e w en t in to d in n e r , '  we w e r e  a t  round ta b le s  in  the  S tate  

Dining R oom  and I found m y s e l f  d e ligh tfu lly  enough be tw een  S ena to r  Dick 

R u s se l l ,  who w as  on m y  lef t,  and S en a to r  C a r l  Hayden, who w as  on m y  

r ig h t .  C a r l  H ayden u sed  a  se n te n c e  I have h e a rd  a l l  m y  life  vaguely  

and n e v e r  h e a rd  a c c u r a te ly  and  th a t  i s  the  one about H o ra t iu s  a t  th e  

b r id g e  and  i t  w en t so m eth in g  l ik e  th i s :  "I ta k e  m y  s tan d  on thy  r ig h t  to  

g u a rd  the  b r id g e .  " I a m  g lad  to  have h im  th e r e .  I t  w as  in te re s t in g  to  se e  

e v e ry b o d y 's  r e a c t io n  to  th e  th ings  a s  I took  th e  la d ie s  a ro u n d  u p s ta i r s .

Of c o u r s e ,  M r s .  P a u l  D o u g las ' m o s t  de ligh tfu l r e a c t io n  w as  to  th e  b u s t  

of Houdon b e c a u s e  h e r  own f a th e r  i s  a  s c u lp to r .  And, of c o u r s e ,  a l l  of 

us had a  lo t to  ta lk  a b o u t - - th e  Senate  L a d ie s  R ed  C ro s s ,  w hich 1 a m  

going to  m i s s  m o r e  th an  n e a r ly  any th ing  b e c a u s e  th a t  w as  th e ra p y  and so la c e  

and qu ie t and  com pan ionsh ip  and ju s t  p la in  fun a s  w e ll  a s  a  s ligh t s e n se  of 

doing so m eth in g  good, %

A f te r  d in n e r  th e y  w en t hom e a t  a  v e ry  e a r ly  h o u r - -  about a
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q u a r te r  to ten  I w ould  say, bu t then the p a r ty  had  begun a t  seven .  And 

ju s t  a few of us t ro o p e d  u p s ta i r s  fo r  one m o r e  d r in k - - th e  H u m p h rey s ,  

the  F u lb r ig h ts ,  I b e l iev e  the O 'B r ie n s  and Lyndon and I - -w i th  nobody 

u p s ta i r s  to do i t ,  so I w en t in  the  k i tc h e n  and took back  m y  u su a l  job of 

doing the b a r ten d in g .  And p r e s e n t ly  they  le f t  and I hoped th a t  would be 

the end of the evening, w hich  i t  w as fo r  m e  and unhappily  i t  w a s n 't  fo r  

Lyndon. T h e re  w as  a  l a r g e  s ta c k  on P a n a m a  to re a d ,  w hich R u sk  had 

s o r t  of shaken  h is  h ead  and w a rn e d  m e  about the p o s s ib i l i ty  of, as  he 

e n te re d  a t  7:00 o 'c lo c k  th a t  evening, so i t  w as  ano ther  two o 'c lo c k  night 

for h im . One of m y  l a s t  thoughts  w as  being g ra te fu l  to B e s s  fo r  concocting  

' a m e n u  th a t  w as  about as in ex p en s iv e  as  you could w o rk  out fo r  a  g roup

T: . th a t  w as  th is  im p o r ta n t .  T h e re  w as  ju s t  one w ine and th e re  w as ch icken.

I h ave  a  fee ling  ch ick en  is  going to f re q u e n t ly  be  a  p a r t  of our  m en u s  at
t

the W hite H ouse . B r e a s t  of c a p o n , -------------------

r e a l l y  a  b eau tifu l  d in n e r .


