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Today has b een  a  r a t h e r  ligh t day a lthough th e r e  m ay  have 

b een  so m e  se e d s  sown th a t  w ill  b e a r  heavy f ru i t  in  t im e  to  com e. At 

11:00 th is  m o rn in g  C la rk  C lif fo rd  c a m e  in  to  d is c u s s  a r t  w ith  m e  in  g re a t  

b ig  r e d  c a p i ta l  l e t t e r s ,  to  w it, w h a t 's  going to  happen to  a l l  of the  

sp ro u tin g  v a r ietie s  of c o m m it te e s  w hich  M rs ,  K ennedy had e s ta b lish e d  

in  o r d e r  to  b r in g  th e  W hite H ouse  to  i ts  p r e s e n t  s ta te  of beau ty . T h e re  

is  th e  F in e  A r ts  C o m m it te e  of th e  F in e  A r ts  C o m m iss io n ,  the  

C o m m itte e  on P a in t in g s ,  th e  L ib r a r y  C o m m ittee ,  and the  W hite H ouse 

H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia t io n ,  of w hich only the  l a s t  is  a c tu a l ly  an  in c o rp o ra te d  

b u s in e s s  en tity . T he r e s t  of th e m  a r e  r a t h e r  nebulous w ithout any p r e c i s e  

s tand ing  o r  a s s u r a n c e  of con tinu ity . My d e s i r e ,  and I th ink  C la rk  knows i t  

and  I th ink  th a t  i s  w hat he is  w ork ing  to w ard ,  i s  to  m a k e  s u r e  th a t  

t h e r e  is  con tinu ity  in  a l l  of th e  good th in g s  th a t  they  have done, 

p r e s e r v a t io n  of ev e ry th in g  th a t  has gone fo rw a rd .  If t h e r e  i s  anyth ing  , 

m o r e  to  be d o n e - -  and  M rs .  K ennedy  to ld  m e  h e r s e l f  th a t  she  thought 

i t  w as  about a s - - t h e y  ju s t  about had e v e ry  p ie c e  of fu rn i tu re  and e v e ry  

p ic tu r e  th a t  th e y  could  p o s s ib ly  u se ,  th e n  i t  is  a  job  of p r e s e r v a t io n ,  and  

I do w ant t h e r e  to  be  a  C u ra to r  who has an  e s ta b lish e d  p o s it io n  so th a t  

i t  w ill  not be a  w h im  of th e  F i r s t  Lady, but som eth ing  th a t  w ill  ju s t  go on 

in  p e rp e tu i ty .

A lso ,  I w a n t - -  and  t h i s  i s  not th e  l e a s t  of i t - -  th a t  the



v._.
Jo h n so n s  not get th e  pub lic  im a g e  of le t t ing  th e  th ing  fa l l  to  p ie c e s  

th ro u g h  be ing  u n in te re s te d ,  know ledgeab le  about a r t .  In o th e r  

w o rd s ,  I w ant to  m a k e  i t  a  p lus  f i r s t  fo r  th e  co u n try  and  a  p lus  fo r  us.

So C la rk  is  going about i t  in  a  v e ry  o r d e r ly  fash io n  of su g g es tin g  an 

E x e cu tiv e  O rd e r  to  be i s s u e d  by Lyndon e s ta b lish in g  th e  p o s it io n  of 

C u r a to r  of the  W hite H ouse and  th e  C o m m it te e  on th e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  of 

th e  W hite  H ouse . Now th is  new C o m m itte e  would p ick  up s e v e ra l  of the  

m e m b e r s  of th e  W hite H ouse H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia t io n  who a r e  p u re ly  

b u s in e s s m e n  and v e ry  w ell  v e r s e d  in  t h e i r  jo b s  of ge tt ing  out th is  guide 

book. T h a t would be John  W alk e r ,  D i r e c to r  of the  N ational G a lle ry  

of A r t ,  L e o n a rd  C a rm ic h a e l  of th e  S m ith so n ian , o r  h is  s u c c e s s o r ,

C la rk  C lif fo rd  I c e r ta in ly  hope. B ill  W alton, C h a irm a n  of the C o m m iss io n  

of F in e  A r t s ,  and  G eorge  H er tzo g ,  D i r e c to r  of th e  N ationa l P a r k  S e rv ic e .  

And th en , we w ould have fo u r  o r  p o s s ib ly  m o r e  pub lic  m e m b e r s  and 

th e s e  would be  peo p le  chosen  fo r  th e i r  t a s t e  and p e rh a p s  fo r  th e i r  

a b i l i ty  to  c o n tr ib u te  som eth ing  m o r e  w hen needed , M rs .  K ennedy h e r s e l f  

has  a  couple  of su g g es t io n s  fo r  th o se ,  w hich  cou ldn ’t  be m o re  

w o n d erfu l  su g g e s t io n s ,  and  p e rh a p s  w e m ig h t  want to  i n c r e a s e  the  

n u m b e r  of pu b lic  m e m b e r s  f ro m  fo u r  to  s ix  o r  m o re .

Then he had w r i t te n  out a  p ro p o se d  P r e s id e n t i a l  s ta te m e n t .  I 

a m  going to  ru n  th is  th ro u g h  th e  m in d s  of a  few of m y  own f r ie n d s
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who se e  m e  f i r s t - - w h o  se e  us f i r s t - -  b e fo re  th ey  s e e  any  o th e r  

c o n s id e ra t io n s  and then  we w il l  ge t to g e th e r  w ith  C la rk  and Lyndon 

and  p e r h a p s  one o r  two m o r e  and  t i e  i t  up and I hope w e ' l l  have it  a  

going c o n c e rn  so m e  t im e  in  F e b r u a ry .

I n e v e r  expec t a r t  to  be m y  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  h e re  in  the  W hite 

H ouse , but I ex p ec t i t  to  be  a grow ing  jo y  b e c a u s e  th e  m o r e  I le a r n  

about th e  p la c e ,  the  m o r e  I love i t .  E duca tion  is  a  con tag ious  s o r t  of 

th ing . T he m o r e  you get, th e  m o r e  you like  i t .

Then in  th e  a f te rn o o n  I had  a  s h o r t  in te rv ie w  w ith  M r.  G ro ss  

of LOOK who is  w rap p in g  up an  a r t i c l e  fo r  th a t  m a g a z in e ,  and  then  

te a  w ith  a v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  young coup le , th e  G o v ern o r  of K entucky, newly 

^  e le c te d ,  and h is  young, cu te ,  f r e s h  candid  wife. It w as a  joy  to s e e

so m ebody  like  th a t  s ta r t in g  out in  p o l i t ic s .  L uc i B a in es  c a m e  in  f ro m  

sch o o l j u s t  a s  we w e r e  abou t to  b id  th e m  goodbye, w ith  h e r  a r m s  so  fu ll 

of books , old te n n is  shoes  and  co a ts  and w ailing  about f in a ls ,  th a t  I 

th ink  th e  B r eath i t ts  m u s t  have thought we w e re  a f a i r ly  n o rm a l  s e t  of 

fo lk s!  but u n d e rn e a th  a l l  of th e  w ail ing  I th ink  I s e n s e  a  lo t  m o r e  

s e l f - a s s u r a n c e  and a  lo t h a p p ie r  l i t t l e  g i r l  than  sh e  w as  a few w eeks 

ago. I  th ink  t h e r e  i s  a  tu r n  fo r  th e  b e t t e r  in  th a t  child .

At 7:30 th e  C h a r le s  E n g e lh a rd s  and th e  M ike M an sf ie ld s  cam e  

fo r  d in n e r .  Lyndon w as  la te  so 1 had qu ite  a  good long l i t t le  v is i t
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with th e m  b e fo re  he and J a c k  V a len ti  a r r iv e d .  J an e  E n g e lh a rd  

w as  e leg an t  a s  u s u a l - - so  b eau tifu l  and so s m a r t ---an d  on top of 

i t  in d u s t r io u s .

Thank goodness ,  in  re a d in g  about a r t  I had  r e a d  th a t  the 

E n g e lh a rd s  had  b een  the  d onors  of enough fu rn i tu re  to fu rn is h  a 

d ining ro o m . I t  did no t say  w h e re  i t  w as ,  but i t  spoke of an  oval 

d ining ta b le ,  a  buffe t,  a la rg e  s id e b o a rd ,  a  s m a l l  s e rv in g  s id e b o a rd .  

They  w e re  m ad e  by  so m e  of the  g r e a t  c a b in e tm a k e r s  of B a l t im o re  

and A nnapo lis ,  so  of c o u rs e  I a sk ed  h e r  w h ere  they  w e re  and I sa id  

l e t ' s  go look a t  th e m . I t  tu rn e d  ou t th a t  they  a r e  in  the  d o w n s ta ir s  

dining ro o m  and we w ent down th e r e  and she to ld  m e  a l l  s o r t s  of 

in te re s t in g  s to r i e s  about w hat the C o m m ittee  on F in e  A r ts  did, and 

s o m e t im e s  d id n 't ,  and am ong th e m  a n  in te re s t in g  one about she , 

h e r s e l f ,  and M r,  H en ry  D uPont who m u s t  be a l l  of e igh ty  y e a r s  old 

push ing  and shoving the  fu rn i tu r e  a round  and changing i t  and m ak ing  

p la n s .  A c tu a lly  they  c o n tr ib u te d  a good d ea l  m o re  th an  w hat w as 

m en tio n ed  in  the  book. P e r h a p s  I h a v e n 't  r e a d  the second  r e p o r t  w h ere  

i t  w ill  t e l l  of the  o th e r  co n tr ib u t io n s ,  bu t c h a i r s  in  add ition  and new 

m oulding  fo r  the w a lls  w hich changed  the  windows f r o m  one h e ig h t  to 

a n o th e r  and d r a p e r i e s .  I l ike  h e r  t re m e n d o u s ly  and y e t  I do have 

the  fee l in g  th a t  w hen  I v e n tu re  in  th e  v ic in ity  of the  F in e  A r ts



C;-
c

C o m m itte e  th a t  I - -  w e ll  I co u ld n 't  be  m o re  out of m y  m e d ia  than  if  I 

■were on th e  P la n e t  V e n u s - -  d if fe re n t  b ack g ro u n d s ,  d if fe re n t  l iv es  and 

t e r r i f i c l y  a s s u r e d  w om en, m o s t  of th em .

We a lso  had a  good l i t t le  to u r  of the  Q u een 's  R oom  w hich she, 

lik e  I do, th in k s  i s  th e  p r e t t i e s t  of a l l  th e  ro o m s ,  and th e  T r e a ty  Room , 

w hich  to  m e  i s  a  l i t t le  fo rb idd ing  a n d - -  w e ll  I w ou ldn 't  be quite  a t  e a se  

in  th e r e .  It has m o r e  of a  m u se u m  quality . She sa id  th a t  th a t  w as  one 

of Bo u d i n ' s  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  job and  he w as  a p r e t ty  c o n t ro v e r s ia l  

f ig u re  a ro u n d  th e  W hite H ouse . In fac t ,  I j u s t  p ick ed  up a  lo t of ju ic y  

l i t t l e  b i t s .

A l i t t le  l a t e r  Lyndon jo ined  us and  we had a  p le a s a n t  d in n e r ,  

only sev en  of us, th e  s m a l l e s t  group I th ink  th a t  has s a t  down yet to  

d in n e r  in  th e  W hite H ouse  excep t fo r  one of th o se  u n re a so n a b le  

h o u rs  of t e n  o r  e leven  o r  tw e lve , o r  on th e  k itch en  ta b le  w hen I ju s t  gave 

Lyndon a  sandw ich .
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