
THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

S a tu rd a y , J a n u a ry  18, 1964

T h is  w as a  m o rn in g  of w o rk  and then  a t  2 o 'c lo c k  Abe F o r ta s  cam e  

o v e r and  we sp en t a  couple  of h o u rs  ta lk ing  abou t o p e ra tio n  A rt, b e cau se  

on M onday I w ill be going to New Y ork  and I w ill be hav ing  lunch  w ith 

M ary  L a s k e r  and p o s s ib ly  M r. F o ssb u rg h .  A nd I  w ant to be a  l i t t le  b it  

p r e p a re d  fo r  how  I 'm  going to s t a r t  th is  thing m oving . I 'v e  b een  digging 

in to  the f i le ,  I  h ad  som e p lan s , w an ted  to fu r th e r  them  w ith  A be, so  we 

sp en t a  w hile  on i t .

And then , a t  4 : 30, I w ent to E x p lo r e r s ' H all a t  the N ational G eograph ic  

b u ild in g , w i th Lyndon. It w as h is  job to d ed ica te  the new  h e a d q u a r te rs  

bu ild ing  of the N ational G eograph ic  S ocie ty , and  M elv ille  G ro sv e n o r  m e t 

u s  a t  the f ro n t d o o r and took u s  in .

One of the th ings th a t d e lig h ts  m e abou t Lyndon, is  th a t he a lw ays 

n a tu ra l ly  g ra v ita te s  to the e x c e lle n t - -  an d  the N atio n a l G eo g rap h ic  r e a l ly  

i s  e x c e lle n t.

L y n d o n 's  sp eech  r e a l ly  w as poetic  in  q u a lity  and  I w as qu ite  p ro u d  of 

i t .  B ut then  I m u s t say  th a t M r. G ro sv e n o r  ou td id  h im , w ith  ju s t  the 

s im p le , hu m an  s im p lic i ty  of h is  w hen he ta lk ed  abou t looking b a c k  in to  the 

f i le s  and  finding  th a t a  lad y  n am ed  M rs . Sam Johnson , b ac k  in  1919 had  

s u b s c r ib e d  to the N atio n a l G eo g rap h ic  in  the nam e of h e r  son , Lyndon 

Jo h n so n . And she- - Lyndon h a s  l a t e r  s a id  th a t h is  m o th e r  se n t h im  off to 

sch o o l w ith  the B ib le  in  one hand  and  the N ational G eograph ic  in  the o th e r .

T he G eo g rap h ic  S ocie ty  is  c e le b ra tin g  i ts  d iam ond a n n iv e rs a ry . 

A c tu a lly  i t  w as going to be c e le b ra te d  l a s t  y e a r  b u t b e c a u se  of P re s id e n t
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K en nedy 's  d ea th , they  d id n 't  open the b u ild in g  and  i t  w as postponed  and 

th a t i s  why Lyndon is  doing i t  today .

And i t  ju s t  so h ap p en s , d ra m a tic a l ly  enough, th a t i t  is  in  th is  v e ry

is s u e ,  in  F e b ru a ry , th a t th e r e 's  an  a r t ic le  b y  Lyndon, d e sc r ib in g  h is  

t r ip  to the S cand inav ian  c o u n tr ie s  l a s t  f a l l ,  w hen L ynda B ird  w ent along 

w ith  u s .

A fte r  they  h ad  bo th  co m p le ted  th e ir  sp e e c h e s , M r. G ro sv e n o r  handed  

m e  an  e le c t r ic  bu tton , w hich  I  push ed , and  an  en o rm o u s  globe of the w o rld , 

e lev en  fe e t in  d ia m e te r ,  th ir ty - fo u r  fe e t a ro u n d , beg an  to rev o lv e . I  th ink  

a l l  of u s  h e ld  o u r  b re a th  a  seco n d , u n ti l  the im p u lse  re a c h e d  the globe and 

i t  a c tu a lly  b eg an  to  re v o lv e .

T h en  we w ent in to a re c e p tio n , and  th e re  I m e t a l l  the o ffic ia ls  of the 

N a tio n a l G eo g rap h ic , and w as s u rp r is e d ,  bu t I sh o u ld n 't have b een , to see  

S en a to r B y rd  th e re ,  b e c a u s e , a f te r  a l l ,  h is  b ro th e r  the g re a t  e x p lo re r ,  R ic h a rd  

B y rd , who w ent to the South o r  N orth  P o le , w as enough to c a u se  h im  to be 

in te n se ly  in te re s te d  in  the N ational G eo g rap h ic .

A nd th e re  too , w as h is  d a r lin g  d a u g h te r - in - la w , H elen  B y rd , w ith  a  b ig , 

h an d so m e , ta l l  m o u n ta in  c l im b e r ,  th a t she h ad  to ld  m e abou t l a s t  su m m e r , 

w ith  a  g lin t in  h e r  eye and  I d o n 't  b la m e  h e r .  I  w onder if  i t  w as S ir  H ila ry ,

H e’s som ebody  s h e 'd  know n abou t 25 y e a r s  ago , b e fo re  she  m a r r ie d ,  and 

h a d n 't  se e n  s in c e . T h is  w as ju s t  an  u n ex p ec ted  reu n io n .

L iz  had  v e ry  though tfu lly  a sk e d  me to put a  l i s t  of people  I 'd  lik e  to h av e ,

who w ould be  in v ited  to  the c e re m o n ie s , and  I h ad  D iana and  h e r  h u sb an d
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and  Su sa n  an d  h e r  d a te , and P a tsy  D erb y  and  h e r  d a te , and I t r ie d  to see  

th a t they m e t a  few  peop le  a ro u n d .

The N ational G eograph ic  p re s e n te d  m e w ith  a  s m a ll r e p l ic a  of the 

globe, w ith  Jo h n so n  C ity  m a rk e d  w ith  a  d iam ond, p ro b ab ly  the m u s t lu s tro u s  

th ing  th a t h ad  e v e r  h ap pened  to Jo hnson  C ity . I '11 pu t i t  in  o u r  fa m ily  room  

so m e w h e re , and  t r e a s u r e  i t  a lw ay s .

A fte r  a  f a i r ly  b r ie f  tim e of m ee tin g  ev e ry b o d y  th e re ,  in  w hich I 'm  so 

g lad  to say  I got to see  m y old  f r ie n d s , B a r t  M cD ow ell and  K u rt W entzel 

fro m  m y  S cand inav ian  t r ip ,  we le f t, rode  b a ck  to the W hite H ouse sw iftly , 

b o a rd e d  the h e lic o p te r  and p ick ed  up the peop le  whom we h ad  a lre a d y  phoned 

to jo in  u s ; the B ill W hites, J a c k  V a len ti, the B u sb y s, and  M a ria n n e  M eans, 

and  out we pu t fo r  C am p D avid.

A s f a r  a s  I 'm  co n ce rn ed , the c u r ta in  d raw s  b e tw een  m e and  c a re  w hen 

I g e t to  C am p D avid. I w alk  in  the d o o r and  fo rg e t a l l  m y  tro u b le s .

A fte r  d in n e r , I  ju s t  s a id  goodby fo lks and  w en t off and  w atch ed  G unsm oke, 

le a v in g  ev ery b o d y  o u tsid e  to see  The W h e e le r -D e a le r s , w hich  I w ould a lso  

hav e  lik e d  to have seen , b u t G unsm oke o u tran k ed  i t .


