
THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H X N O T O N

Sunday, J a n u a ry  19, 1964

T he n ex t m o rn in g , Sunday, J a n u a ry  19th, we s le p t a s  la te  a s  anybody 

w an ted  to , a t  l e a s t  I d id , b e c a u se  c h u rc h  h ad  b een  p lan n ed  fo r a c h u rc h  th a t 

h ad  a  co n v en ien t s e rv ic e ,  an d  one th a t I w as u se d  to going to , th a t being 

the M eth o d is t C h u rch ,

It took p lace  a t  11:15. We w ent down to the l i t t le  v illag e  of T hur m o n t ,
/

to  a  v e ry  ty p ica l l i t t le  M eth o d is t C h u rch , and  w hich th e re  m u s t be jillio n s  

of them  ju s t  lik e  i t ,  a l l  o v e r  the c o u n try . E v e ry w h e re  we w ent, th e re  

w as a  c ro w d  g a th e re d  on the s id ew alk , and  Lyndon ju s t  w aved and  w aved 

an d  en joyed  th em . And w hen he got ou t a t  the ch u rch , he ju s t  w as bound
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t o  s te p  a c r o s s  the s t r e e t  and shake hands w ith  a  lo t of p eo p le . And th e re

r in  the b i t te r  co ld , w as H elen  T h o m a s , app o in ted  to co v e r u s  fo r the w eekend.

C

And I ju s t  f e l t  r e a l  b ad  s tep p in g  out of a  c o m fo rtab le  c a r ,  and  w atch ing  h e r  

th e re  on the s id ew alk , w hen th e r e  w as no m o re  new s than ju s t  u s  going 

to c h u rc h .

T he m in is te r  w as a  r e a l  young m an  fro m  so m ew h ere  in  the sou th , 

M is s is s ip p i  I b e lie v e , and I f e l t  v e ry  m uch  a t  h o m e.

On the w ay out, we sa id  h e llo  to a  lo t  of the co n g reg a tio n , and  shook 

hands an d  th en  a l l  go t in  the c a r  and  h ead ed  b ac k  to C am p D avid, w h ere  we 

bow led , h ad  a  d e lic io u s  lunch , an d  s e tt le d  down to som e r e a l  good c o n v e r s a -

tion ; th e r e 's  nobody I en joy  ta lk ing  m o re  to than  the B ill  W hites, B usby  a lso .

The ta lk  w en t a ro u n d  C a r l  Row en, p ro  and  con, deG aulle  and  a l l  the 

th ings you cou ld  do and cou ldn ’t do abou t h im ; the p o s s ib ili ty  of a  C o m m iss io n  

fo r  p a s s in g  on  to p -n o tc h  g o v e rn m en t em p lo y ees ; a  lo t of su g g e s tio n s , p e rh a p s
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no d e c is io n s , bu t a t  le a s t  a  good e x e rc is e  of m ind . And a  good d e a l of 

re la x a t io n  w ith  p le a s a n t fo lk s .

We h ad  a  n ap . A lm o st m o s t of a l l  I  en joyed  the bow ling, b e c a u se , 

a lth o u g h  I  cam e in  la s t ,   I  am  ju s t  o v e rw h e lm ed  a t  how good Lyndon is .  

And ju s t  a s  s u rp r is e d  a s  I can  be a t  how  good B usby - -who is  abou t a s  f a r  

fro m  a th le tic  look ing  a s  you c a n  g e t- - tu rn e d  out to b e .

I s t i l l  am  d e te rm in e d  th a t I 'm  n o t going to com e in  s ix th , in  a  team  of 

s ix , b e fo re  su m m e r  tim e  r o l l s  a ro u n d l

We le f t  a ro u n d  d u sk  and  w en t b ac k  by h e lic o p te r  to the W hite H ouse , 

s a id  goodby to m o s t of th o se  who w e re  w ith  u s  and  cam e on in s id e  to have 

d in n e r  w ith  the B ill M o y e rs , the W alte r Jen k in s , and  C a r l  Row en.

It w as then  th a t Lyndon d is c u s s e d , qu ite  openly  and  fra n k ly , and a l l  the 

p ro s  an d  co n s , w ith  C a r l  Row en, the p o s s ib il i ty  of nam ing  him  to the USIS. 

H is n e w sp a p e r  b ack g ro u n d , h is  hav ing  b e e n  an  A m b a ssa d o r , m an y th ings 

f it  h im  fo r  i t ,  bu t th e re  a r e  r e s e rv a t io n s  and  d if f ic u ltie s . I  th ink  h e 'l l  be 

ap p o in ted  in  a  day  o r  two.

Its  b ee n  the s o r t  of w eekend  th a t f its  you fo r  a  fu ll w eek  ah ead , and  I’m 

g lad , b e c a u se  beg inn ing  to m o rro w  m o rn in g , i ts  going to be a  fu ll two days 

fo r  m e .


