
THE WHITE HOUSE
w a s h i n o t o n

Monday, Jan u ary  20, 1964 i

This m orn ing  I fee l like - w ell, the whole day has been an adventure 

of m y own - m y p e rso n a l p le a su re ,

I le f t e a r ly  w ith Wendy and B ess , and we went to u r is t  on re g u la r  

a ir l in e , w hich seem ed  to be a  fac t of considerab le  in te re s t  to the new sm en, 

a r riv ing  in  New Y ork, th ere  was a sm a ll c lu s te r  of pho tog raphers, not many. 

It ju s t took a  n ice wave to get into the c a r  and fla sh  off.

We w ere  headed fo r the M etropo litan  M useum of A rt, w here M ary 

L ask e r m e t m e. She was going to be m y guard ian  angel through the tou r. 

The d ire c to r , M r.R o r im e r , and the c u ra to r , Ted Rousseou  and M rs. Jam es 

F o sb u rg h , and the P re s id e n t of the T ru s te e s , M r. Redm ond, w ere  on hand 

too, to take us through.

They took m e to a B oard  room  w here they had se t a side  a  group of 

A m erican  pain tings that they would be w illing to lend  to the White House 

fo r two y e a rs . I  looked them  over; th e re ’s nothing tha t I am su re  w e 'll  

w ant. T here  was a  F ra n k  M ichell ca lled  "Tom  Kinney Com es H om e", 

a  cowboy wending h is  way over the h ill, follow ed by h is  rem uda-- a couple 

of h o rse s  that he ' s c a rry in g  on one rope behind h im . It has a  s o r t  of a  

m ood quality , and you know that when Tom Kinney gets hom e, th e re 's  not 

going to be enough beans in the pot - a  queer sad n ess , I ra th e r  liked  it.

And then th e re  w as a  P e te r  H urd ca lle d  "R an ch e ria " , which fo r a ll  

s im p lic ity , fo r  the wide s tre tc h e s  of sky, fo r the coun try  of New M exico 

and T exas, w as quite appealing to m e. I  think m aybe I 'l l  a sk  them if I 

m ay have it.
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One of the d e a re s t  ones w a s  a  M ary  C assa t t , of m o ther and child ,

-t h e child  being ra th e r  no ticeab ly  b e tte r  done than the m o th e r, o r so i t  

seem ed  to m e . So u tte r ly  n a tu ra l, and re lax ed , and the ch ild  d idn 't 

have any c lo thes on, i t  had ju s t had its  bath  and its  m om m a w as getting 

i t  d re s se d . It w as quite a d e a r p ic tu re .

And then th e re  was a Childe Hassam, ca lled  "Golden A fternoon in  

O regon". Lacking in  the m is ty  quality  that you see in  so m any of Childe  

H a s s a m s ,  and I think, probably  the n ic e s t of h is  that I 've  e v e r  seen ,
♦

w ith the single exception  of the one in  Lyndon's bedroom , of A rm istice  

Day 1918.

T here  w as an o th er, by A rthu r D avies ca lled  "U nico rn", which had 

a  defin ite ly  fey quality , like a  fa iry  s to ry , which I m y se lf liked , but it 

p robab ly  w ouldn 't be u n iv e rsa lly  enough liked  to put down h e re .

Then we spen t about an h o u r j u s t  w alking through the m useum , which 

I enjoyed trem endously . And one of the things tha t appealed  to m e m o st 

w as the fac t that in  about ev e ry  th ird  room  we w ent to, th ere  w as a  group 

of school ch ild ren  - oh, say  20 o r  30 s tro n g , w ith a teach e r having them  

in  tow and she would be explaining the p ic tu re s  to them .

I d idn 't re a liz e  that there  w as quite that m uch exposure of school 

ch ild ren  to a r t  and  I th ink m aybe i t 's  p robably  been  going on a ll  along, o r
?

is  i t  a  new d e p a r tu re ?  At any ra te , i t 's  good fo r anybody who liv es in  a
 .

tow n/(to  know the r ic h e s  of the town - ra th e r , I should say, the r ic h e s  of

the w orld  because  th e y 're  c e rta in ly  com piled  th e re .
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Going to the M etropolitan  and try ing  to see i t  a ll, is  like try ing  to rea d  

the E ncyclopedia B ritta n ic a  a t one sitting  - i t  c a n 't  be done. But I have 

two s o r t  of fav o rite s  that I alw ays take a litt le  look through when I'm th e re , 

and one is  the m um m ies, but th is tim e I cou ldn 't see  them  because  th e re 's  

co n stru c tio n  going on, and they h av en 't gotten safely  ensconced in  th e ir 

new hom e yet. The o th er is the coats  of a rm o r  that the knights w ore

in  m ed ieva l days, and they re a lly  m u st have been  ju s t five fee t four inches 

ta ll . We did see  those.
yr? ^  a ^ __

And i t 's  eno rm ously  illum inating  to go through w ith people like Rousseau

and Rorim er  who can  point out not only the deeply significant w onderfu l

things about a ll  that y o u 're  seeing , but a lso  the funny lit t le  gossipy  th ings, 

F ro m  th e  M e tro p o lita n , we went to the W hitney M useum , and th ere  I
(jiJ -- ^  “

 ̂ w as m et by M r.  Bow er and Mr., Gordon, who took m e on a  b r ie f  tr ip  through, 

and then to see p ic tu re s  that they m igh t be able to le t us have.

T h ere  w ere  two G ran t W oods, in  a s o r t  of brow n sep ia . They w ere 

unfin ished  and they w ere  the in te r io r  of A m erican  fa rm  house, while d inner 

w as being p re p a re d  fo r the th re s h e rs .  T hey had a n ice , nosta lg ic  quality , 

but probably  not dignified  enough for Lyndon 's office but perhaps the F ish  

R oom .'

And then th e re  was a l it t le  A m erican  P rim itiv e  - ju s t m ade you m e r ry  

to look a t  i t ,  w ith l it t le  old F o rd s  of v intage about 1921, I guess -  you know, 

the in fin ite  d e ta il of the A m erican  P r im itiv e . T h e re 's  som ething ev er so 

appealing  about them .
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Next, i t  w as on to M ary  L a s k e r 's  fo r lunch, w here she had ga thered  

to g e th e r  in  h e r  charm ing  house tha t is  ju s t like a - the se tting  fo r the
- —‘

jew els- - the p ic tu r e s  are the je w e ls /- - s orne v e ry  in te re s tin g  g u ests , Anthony 

B liss  from  M etro p o litan  O pera; and our frien d s who had accom panied  us 

th is m orn ing , Ted Rousseau, the c u ra to r ; M r. F o sburgh was along th is tim e,

w ith M rs . Fosburgh;  R oger Stevens of C u ltu ra l C en ter; Lem B illings;
\

M r, and M rs . Rorimer.

It w as the c re m e  de la  c re m e  of c u ltu ra l New Y ork and I fe lt a lien  

but in te re s te d .

Any p a r t  of the a r t  w orld  that I p a rtic ip a te  in , in  th is job that Lyndon 

and I have, w ill be because  I re a lly  like it. w ithout being able to take the

c re d it  fo r any deep knowledge of i t ,  but_if it  can highlight, pinpoint- - to use 

a c rude  w ord, a d v e rtise  a r t - - fo r  m e to do it, w hether it  be paintings or 

; p lays o r  o p era , i t  w ill be som ething I w ill enjoy doing. And w ill try  to s o r t  of 

. keep off of Lyndon.
V ■ J

M ary, so g rac io u sly  and kindly, o ffered  to le t  m e have, unknown, 

som ething from  h e r  house . I 'm  ju s t  not a  n a tu ra l bo rn  salesw om an - p u sh e r - 

and  I think s h e 'l l  ju s t  have to p ick i t  up and b rin g  i t  down h e re  and say  "T h is 

is  w here  i t  belongs" befo re  I  would do it .

Of a l l  the lovely  things in  h e r  house , the re a lly  the lo v e lie s t is  the big 

p ic tu re  window that looks out over the r iv e r ,  w ith the boats plying th e ir  way 

up and down - and the g rey  s tre tc h e s  of that m agic c ity .
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T hat n ight r a th e r  e a r ly - - because  the th ea tre  w as going to be a t 7:30, 

and that a f te r  a l l  w a s  what I had come to New Y ork for-

A be,  A m b a ssa d o r Stevenson, Bennett Cohen, M ary L a sk e r   joined u s , 

Wendy and B ess and m e, in  our lovely  su ite  a t the C a rl y le , and we had  som e 

d rin k s and som e sandw iches, and then se t out to see  A fter the F a l l .

T his is  the f i r s t  p roduction  of a  new re p e r to ry  th ea tre  of L incoln C en ter 

but because  L incoln  C en ter is n ’t fin ished  yet, the play w as ac tua lly  held  in 

the Anta  W ashington Square T h ea tre , in  G reenw ich V illage.

A fte r the F a ll  ,an  A rth u r M ille r production , who  has been  ab sen t 

from  the th ea tre  for a  ra th e r  long tim e, i t  seem s to m e. I rem em b er 

Death of a  S a lesm an , w hich I 'm  ju s t enough of a  lo v er of Eugene O’N eill 

and T ennessee  W illiam s t o  have enjoyed trem endously , if  you can use  the. 

w ord  enjoy.

I d idn 't see  View F rom  a B ridge o r  any of h is o th e rs , but h e 's  been  

gone a  long tim e.

In th is one - w ell, he s o r t  of saw s off the top of h is  sku ll and s l i ts  open 

h is  h e a r t  and  le ts  you look in to the agonies and the aw aren ess  of a v e ry  

in te llig en t m an  during the la s t  th ree  or four decades. The d ep ress io n , the 

N azis, the w ar y e a rs , the p e rio d  a fte r  when a lo t of people w ere  being ca lled  

up befo re  C ong ressiona l com m ittees  for questioning about being C om m unists, 

(he w as one of those called ), and a lso  the two u n su ccessfu l m a rr ia g e s  that 

he lived  through, w ith m uch pain -  and the one that he was ju s t en te rin g  on.
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And if I w as num ber th ree , I think I’d fee l a  litt le  shaky.

It was highly  au to -b io g rap h ica l, but if  one d o e sn 't w rite  about how one 

h as lived , w hat one knows about, what e lse  is  th e re . I thought it  w as 

m agn ificen tly  w ritte n  and I want to get i t  and rea d  it. T here  w as a line 

about . . . .  holding the fu tu re  in  your hand like a v a se . T here  were  ju s t 

any num ber of m agnificen t p h ra se s !  I like  good E ng lish !  And then it 

w as ac ted  so  w ell by Ja so n  R o b ard s t h a t  I ju s t w ondered why he w asn 't a  

sw eating, fain ting  m an  a t  the end of i t ,  because  he c a r r ie d  such a load 

fo r about two and a ha lf or m o re  h o u rs . The load  is  p rin c ip a lly  c a r r ie d  

by the p ro tag a n is t, although the women do have v e ry  strong  p a rts  - th e re ’s 

lo ts  of strong  p a r ts , th e re  a re n ’t any w eak p a r ts  in  the play, i t  seem ed  to

m e.

And th e re  w as a l it t le  g ir l  nam ed B a rb a ra  Loden, who played M arilyn  

M onroe, and la te r  on, I a sked  h e r , "W hat have you been in  b e fo re ,” And 

she sa id , "Nothing, on the s tag e , I had a  p a r t  in  Splendor m  the G ra ss , in  

the m ovie, i t  w a sn 't a big p a r t ,"

Elias  K azan d irec te d  i t .  A ll in a ll , I  think every  la s t  one of them  got 

out of i t  e v e r y  d reg  of m is e ry , ev e ry  b it of beauty  - and ev e ry  now and 

then th e re  w as a  sm a ll m om ent of hum or, but I 'm  a fra id  I w asn’t quite up to 

joining in  the hum or - I w as so overpow ered  by the r e s t  of i t .

Of co u rse  the play cen te re d  heav ily  on the y e a rs  tha t he spent w ith h is 

second wife , M aggie, who is  p a tte rn ed  a f te r  M arilyn  M onroe, who was h is 

wife in  life . And its  te n d e rn e ss , and agony, and to rm en t, and ju s t
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m arv e lo u s  acting .

At f i r s t ,  I thought I w as going to m ind it  b ecause  th e re  w ere  no stage 

s e ts , nothing bu t ju s t som e - a  big stage w ith som e g rey  cub ic les h e re  

and th e re  that one could s it down on. But you becam e so ab so rb ed  in  the 

c h a ra c te rs , that the absence of se ts  was com plete ly  unnoticed,

I w onder w hat the c r i t ic s  w ill have to say  of i t .  I h a rd ly  see how they 

can  b ran d  i t  as anything but m agnificen t - and yet, if  M arilyn  M onroe le ft 

a  legacy  of love, there   w ill be those who w ill be ang ry  that he w rote i t ,  

and th e re  w ill be those who w ill say i t  w as bad  ta s te .

A fte r the play w as o ver, we w ent to the Loeb Student C en te r, New Y ork 

U n iversity , to a  g re a t big  room  full of tab les , w here  th e re  w as a cham pagne 

s u p p e r , , ,A lo t of food put b e fo re  m e and none of i t  eaten , and p ra c tic a lly  

none of the cham pagne drunk , because  th e re  w as a flash  bulb going off ev e ry  

m inu te .

  But one o r two p rec io u s  m o m e n ts^ to  get to ta lk  to Jason  R obards, 

excep t that - in  a  crow d that big - I c a n 't  re a lly  e x p re ss  what I fee l and a lso  

a  m om ent to ta lk  w ith A rth u r M ille r , A c ro ss  the table from  m e, i t  was 

B a rb a ra  Loden whom I could te ll how wonder fu l I thought sh e ’d b e e n ,

M yrna Loy and L a u r e n  B acall w ere  th e re ; L au re n  B acall is  now M rs , 

Ja so n  R obards; an d  Mayor R o b ert W agner came in  and sa t beside  m e, with the 

v e ry  sad  new s tha t h is  wife is  sick . It doesn’t sound like a good p ro g n o sis .

And during the play I s a t  nex t to tha t delightful D r, C arlo s  Sosa Rodriguez 

of the U .N . G en era l A ssem bly .
% /
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I saw M arie tta  T ree  and I be lieve  Jean  K in tner, and P e r le  M esta.

P e r le  M esta  is  everyw here .

As fa r  a s  I*m concerned , the whole evening - what i t  m ean t - w as that 

m aybe th e y 'll  get enough of $50 ticke ts  and $70 tickets  and $100 tickets  - i t  

being a benefit - to re a lly  get the re p e r to ry  th ea tre  going, and that, I think, 

w ill be a  good thing. And w hatever the c r i t ic s  say , I know this is  a 

m agn ificen t p lay, although a f te r  w atching it ,  y o u 're  ju s t a s t ire d  as if  you 'd  

plowed a ll  day, that is ,  i f  you 've got any fee lings a t a ll .

One of the n ice  m om ents of the evening i s   when a group of G reenw ich 

V illage D em ocra ts , cam e over and p resen te d  m e with a  litt le  booklet about 

th e ir  own unique p a r t  of New Y ork. And a lso , ano ther n ice  thing, i t 's  

a lw ays p lea san t to be around  A dlai S tevenson.

He ^escorted m e hom e, p robably  too la te  fo r  h is  h a rd  day 's  w ork  next 

day, but not too long fo r m y own enjoym ent. And I got back  to the C a rly le 

feeling  v e ry  se lf-indu lgen t and v e ry  sa tis fie d .




