
THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

T u esd ay , J a n u a ry  21, 1964

T h is  w hole m o rn in g  w as sp en t in  the w o rld  of cloth e s  (sp e lled  in  c a p ita ls ) ,  

S tan ley  M a rcu s  and  two of h is  a s s i s ta n ts ,  Kay K e r r  and C la ra  T r e ŷ ^  h ad  

v e ry  g e n e ro u s ly  a s s e m b le d  c lo th e s  fro m  a ll  over--e v e ry  m a k e r , lo ts  of 

v a r ie ty  of p r ic e s .

I t r ie d  on, and  t r ie d  on, an d  t r ie d  on, f in a lly  bought a  co u p le . Soon, I 

hope I ’l l  ge t a l l  th is  w rap p ed  up and  n e v e r  have to th ink  abou t i t  a g a in  u n til 

s u m m e r .

T hen  I h ad  lunch  in  the s u ite   w ith  R obin  D uke, who l a t e r  on show ed 

m e som e of the th ings th a t she  w as g e ttin g , and one o r  two w hich she 

thought I m ig h t be in te re s te d  in .

And then  in  the a fte rn o o n , we r e tu rn e d  to W ashington , b e c a u se  tonight 

P r im e  M in is te r  P e a rso n  o f  C an ad a   i s  giving a  d in n e r in  o u r h o n o r, a t

the C an ad ian  E m b a ssy .

It tu rn e d  ou t to be an  u n u su a lly  d e lig h tfu l o ffic ia l d in n e r , o r so it 

se e m e d  to  m e . , , V e ry  in fo rm a l  th e re  w e re  ju s t  about e ig h teen  o r  so
m

peop le  th e re ,  w ith  m e n  o u tn u m b erin g  w om en. T he R u sk s , of c o u rse ;  and 

b e s id e s  the P e a r s o n s ,  the R ic h e s , th e ir  A m b a ssa d o r to u s ; the B u tte rw o rth s , 

o u r  A m b a ssa d o r  to C anada; the D ukes; s e v e ra l  of th e ir  C ab in e t m e m b e rs  

th a t they  b ro u g h t a long- - and i t  w as in te re s t in g  to  see  th a t th ey  have a  

M in is te r  of the F o r e s t r y  - why no t, th a t m u s t be th e ir  b ig g e s t ou tpu t.

Pearson is  ro u n d  fa c e d   and p le a s a n t  and  in fo rm a l, and  e a sy  to ta lk  to.

H is to a s t  w as r e a l ly  qu ite  d e lig h tfu l. He to ld  how he b a re ly  m is s e d  

b e in g  a  U n ited  S ta te s  c i t iz e n  b e c a u s e , d u rin g  the w a r , one of h is  u n c le s
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(y^h ad  com e to C h icag o  and  had  done w e ll, and he w ro te  to h is  two nephew s 

who w e re  engaged  in  the w a r , and sa id  " I 'v e  got a  job fo r  you b o y s, if  

you w an t to com e b a c k  and go to w o rk  fo r  m e . " One of them  ch o se  to 

b u t h e , P e a r son , d id  n o t. He w ent on b a ck  to C anada . He sa id , "Now w hat 

if  I 'd  gone on to C h icago , who know s, I m ig h t have b e en  a  S en a to r fro m  

I llin o is  n o w /"  ^

H e .a lso  go t to  joking  ab o u t the fa c t  tha t^seven  O xford  m en  and  only 

one C am b rid g e  - the C am b rid g e  m an  being  th e ir  S e c re ta ry  of S tate--R u sk ’s 

o p p o site  mem b e r ,  I  c o u ld n 't  h e lp  s o r t  of g rin n in g  to m y se lf , and say in g  

"W e ll, if  you c a n 't  g e t to  e i th e r  O xford  o r  C am b rid g e , i t 's  p re t ty  n ice  to 

b e  ab le  to  m ake i t  to S outhw est T ex as  S ta te  T e a c h e rs  C o lle g e l"

A fte r  d in n e r , we w ent in  to w hat M r. P ear s o n  c a lle d , d e lig h tfu lly  

enough, the Santa  C lau s  ro o m , and  th e r e  they  p re s e n te d  m e  w i th w hat 

is  a  sy m b o l of C an ad a , a  m ap le  le a f , in  g re e n  - I  d o n 't  know w h at s o r t  

o f je w e lry  i t  is  -  bu t i t 's  a  r e p l ic a  of a  m ap le  le a f , w ith  som e l i t t le  d iam onds 

a ro u n d  i t ,  an d  I love i t  b e c a u se  I lik e  th ings th a t sp e ak  of the c o u n try  they  

co m e f ro m .

And to L y n d o n , th e y  gave a  sad d le , ju s t  lik e  the C an ad ian  R oyal M ounted 

P o lic e  w e a r  -  th o se  m en  who a r e  a lw ay s  the sy m b o l of ro m a n ce  and  d a rin g  

a d v en tu re  in  m y  ch ildhood .

The S ta te  D e p a rtm en t a s s u r e s  u s  th a t a f te r  D ie fen b ach e r M r .  P e a r s o n  

i s  a  happy  r e l ie f  fo r  u s . They' r e  p r o - we s te r n  and  s tro n g  b e liev e rs in  f r ie n d -

sh ip  b e tw een  u s ,  e a s y  to g e t a long  w ith ,  Thank  God th e r e 's  a t  le a s t  one b o rd e r
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in  the w o rld  th a t w e, a s  of now , don’t  have to w o rry  ab ou t, a lthough  I 

g a th e r , th a t they  too, in  C anada , have th e ir  d iff ic u ltie s  w ith  m in o rity  

p o p u la tio n s , w ith  the F re n c h  a c tu a lly  ta lk ing  of b re a k in g  off, a lthough  

th a t c e r ta in ly  noth ing  co n ce iv ab le  cou ld  com e of i t ,  cou ld  it .

To sum  i t  up , i t  w as p le a s a n t an d  no t tax ing .


