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Y e s te rd a y ,  J a n u a ry  23, w as  one of those  days  th e r e  was 

j u s t  too m u ch  o f - - to o  m uch  e r o s io n  a g a in s t  o th e r  hum an  be in g s ,  

too m a n y  ap p o in tm en ts ,  too m u ch  to do, a lw ays th a t  s e n se  of 

being  behind.

The m o rn in g  b egan  a t  te n  o 'c lo c k  w ith  a  m e e tin g  w hich was 

supposed  to  inc lude  about five of u s  but which f in a lly  wound up with 

only B ill W alton, L iz  and  I to  d is c u s s  a r t ,  so a f te r  about an h o u r  and 

a  h a lf  p r e l im in a r y  going o v e r  the f i le ,  we dec ided  to c a l l  i t  off and 

m e e t  ag a in  a n o th e r  day  w hich  gave m e  th en  a chance to  ta c k le  the 

m ou n ta in  th a t  i s  m y  d e sk  th e se  d ay s ,  th a t  ty ra n t  th a t  s i t s  th e r e  and 

g lo w e rs  a t  m e  and a lso  to  go o v e r  w ith  B ess  and L iz  the  th ings  th a t  I 

thought had  no t gone too w ell  w ith  the luncheon  f o r  M rs .  P e a r s o n  and 

how to m ak e  a m en d s  on th e m  in  the  fu tu re .

Then a t  2;00 o 'c lo c k  I had  a m e e tin g  w ith  Cliff C a r t e r ,  L iz ,  

B e s s ,  Kilduff, s tand ing  in  fo r  S a l in g e r ,  and we t r i e d  to  m ak e  som e 

d e c is io n s  on m y  own fu tu re  sc h e d u le s ,  w hat th ings  to  ac c e p t ,  w hat we 

could  a f fo rd  to  do w ithout. It v a r ie d  as  f a r  a s  f ro m  having  a r e c e p t io n  

for young college editors  here In the East Room In early February and
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th e n  l a t e r  a  b ig  one fo r  the  A m e r ic a n  Socie ty  of N ew sp ap e r  E d i to r s  

w hen th ey  have th e i r  annua l m e e tin g  in  A p r i l ,  to  how m an y  of the  

fu n d - ra is in g  d in n e r s  Lyndon and I should  m a k e  i t  a po in t to  go to.

V is i ts  to  K entucky, M ich igan , New Y ork  fo r  m e  w e r e  d is c u s s e d ,  

w eighed , m o s t  of th e m  dec ided  on. I kept on re p e a t in g  th a t  I w an ted  to  

go s o m e w h e re  in to  th e  South, p o s s ib ly  to G eo rg ia  o r  to  A labam a on 

so m eth in g  l i k e - -  oh, having to  do w ith  the  ARA o r  the  HEW o r  the  

A c c e le r a te d  W orks P r o g r a m  o r  so m e  co lleg e  thing--w ith  no i l lu s io n s  

w h a te v e r  about w hat good I can  do fo r  i t ,  but m ay b e  I can  c e n te r  so m e  

pub lic  i n t e r e s t  on the  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  of th o se  th ings  and f u r th e r m o r e  

b e c a u s e  I a m  t i r e d  of ev e ry b o d y 's  a c t in g  like  the  South is  a  s tepch ild .

I belong to  i t  and  i t  to  m e ,  and  I in ten d  to  say  so  even if  I get a  rebu ff  

fo r  i t .

I jo in ed  Lyndon to  go with h im  to  the  Su lg rave  Club w h e re  a l l  

th e  n ew sp a p e r  w om en  in  to w n - - fo u r  hundred  so th ey  th o u g h t- -  but i f  

th e  f i r e  m a r s h a l  had r e a l ly  known how m a n y  t h e r e  w e re ,  he would 

have r e a l ly  had a  f i t ,  w e r e  doing honor to  L iz  C a rp e n te r .  I  had in tended  

to  go a l l  a l o n g ^ I  c e r ta in ly  w ouldn’t  m i s s  a  p a r ty  fo r  L iz - -but Lyndon’s 

a p p e a ra n c e  w as  a  l a s t  m in u te  s u r p r i s e  and  I th ink  p r e t ty  m u c h  th re w  

th e  p la c e  in to  a  sw ivet.  He s a id  a few kind w o rd s  of a p p re c ia t io n  about 

L iz  w hich  th e  d e a r  L o rd  knows she c e r ta in ly  m e r i t s  and am ong th e m



sa id  w hen he looked a ro u n d  and saw  how m an y  fans she  had and thought 

about th e  p o s i t io n  of w om en th e s e  days ,  he thought m ay b e  he b e t te r  

c o n s id e r  h e r  a s  a  can d ida te  fo r  th e  V ice P r e s id e n c y .  Then I ru sh e d  

hom e in  t im e  to  be h e re  to  r e c e iv e  the  f i r s t  of th e  S e n a to rs  who a r e  

a r r i v in g  a t  7:00 o 'c lo c k  f o r  a n o th e r  one of th o se  even ings  of b r ie f in g  

and d in n e r .  It w as  in fo rm a l ,  b u s in e s s  su it ,  abou t s ix ty - th r e e .  K e rm i t  

G ordon w as on hand to  t e l l  th e m  about th e  budget. S e c r e ta ry  M c N a m a ra  

f o r  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  of D efense , S e c r e t a r y  of S tate  R usk  about th e  

s ta te  of th e  w o r ld ,  and  so m eo n e  f ro m  CIA to  s tand  in  fo r  M r.  M cCone.

We m e t  in  th e  B lue R oom  and got off to  w hat I thought w as  an  

e a sy  g a la  s t a r t .  It w as  fun to  s e e  m y  old f r ie n d s  B e th i ne C hurch ,
n  (W

G ra c e  Dodd, C o y  S tennis , Ivo S parkm an , E v i e   Sym ington. One of

th e  n ic e s t  th in g s  of a l l  w as  to  s e e  th a t  S en a to r  R u s s e l l  L o n g 's  wife 

w as  t h e r e  w ith  h im . She is  a lm o s t  a lw ays  down in  L o u is ia n a  and  I 

ha te  to  th ink  of h im  being  up h e re  a lone .

As soon a s  we w e re  a l l  g a th e re d  and ha d  g la s s e s  in  hand,

Lyndon announced  th a t  th is  w as a  p a r t - b u s i n e s s ,  p a r t - p l e a s u r e  d e a l  

and in  th e  t r u e  "Round Mounta in  fa sh io n "  th e  la d ie s  and th e  g en tlem en  

p a r te d  com pany, the  m e n  to  go fo r  t h e i r  b r ie f in g ,  and I a sk e d  th e  la d ie s  

i f  th ey  would like  to  go u p s ta i r s  and  s e e  w hat th e  liv ing q u a r t e r s  w e re  

l ike  on the  second  f lo o r ,  j u s t  a s  w e had  done a t  th e  o th e r  p a r ty  fo r
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th e  Senate  a  w eek  o r  so ago. We w en t up, had th e  u su a l  to u r ,  and 

i t  r e a l ly  gave m e  a  v e ry  p le a s a n t  fee ling  when I h e a r  an  o ld t im e r - -  

one who c a m e  h e r e  along w ith  us in  1937, Ivo S p a rk m a n - -  say  th a t  she 

had n e v e r  b een  u p s ta i r s  b e fo re  and to  s e e  how m u c h  th ey  a l l  did s e e m  

to  enjoy looking a t  th e  v e ry  love ly  pub lic  ro o m s  in  th e  p a r t  of the  

house  th a t  i s  o u r  v e ry  own.

In the  m id s t  of i t  a l l ,  in  bubbled  Lynda B ird ,  f r e s h ly  a r r i v e d  

f ro m  th e  U n iv e rs i ty ,  h a i r  a l l  done, sp a rk l in g ,  oh, ju s t  ev ery th ing  I 

could  w an t h e r  to  be] T h e re  w as  h a rd ly  anybody I could  in tro d u c e  h e r  

to  b e c a u s e  she  knows th e m  a l l  b e t t e r  th an  I do.

A l i t t le  p a s t  e igh t we jo ined  th e  m e n  d o w n s ta ir s  fo r  d in n e r  in  

th e  S ta te  Dining R oom  a t  round  ta b le s .  S en a to r  T o m  Dodd w as  on m y  

r ig h t  and  he had so m e  in te re s t in g  th ings  to  say  about C l a r e  Boothe Luce,

who w ill  b e  in  tow n on Sunday. Gale M cG ee w as  on m y  le f t  and I 

co u ld n 't  have a sk e d  fo r  b e t t e r  com pany . Not s u rp r i s in g ly  th e  m enu  w as  

ch icken , th a t  be ing  the  l e a s t  expens ive  th ing  to  have, and  th e  w ine w as 

one, bu t one w ine  w as  enough fo r  anybody.

The in t r i c a c ie s  of th e  t a x  b i l l  today  a r e  m o r e  th an  I can  keep 

up w ith - - th e i r  de fea t ,  v ic to ry ,  de fea t ,  v ic to ry , in  an out l ik e  c a t t le  in  a

chu te . I  r e a l ly  ju s t  d o n 't  know how Lyndon can  r e a c h  a  m o m e n t of
V

p e a c e  a t  th e  end of the  day, but you c o u ld n 't  have to ld  i t  to h im . He 

looks r e la x e d ,  happy, s u c c e s s fu l ,  even a f t e r  w hat m u s t  have been  a
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r a t h e r  g ru e l in g  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e .  He sen t  m e  one of th o se  m e s s a g e s  

w hich  I a lw ays  r e c e iv e  w ith  a s ligh t c r in g e  ask in g  m e  to  get up and say  

a few w o rd s  about M a g g ie - -S e n a to r  W a r re n  M ag n u so n --w h o  cam e  to 

t h e - - w e  a r e  fellow  m e m b e r s  of th e  v in tage  of about 1937 and he the  o ld es t  

ran k in g  D e m o c ra t  t h e r e  I b e l ie v e  and  he in  tu r n  w as  going to  say  som eth ing  

about S en a to r  H ru sk a .  It w as  e a sy  to  r e m in i s c e  about o u r  y e a r s  

to g e th e r - - M a g g ie ’s and o u r s - - a n d  I w as  r e a l ly  v e ry  p ro u d  of Lyndon’s 

f ine  and  a c c u r a te  s ta te m e n t  about a  m e m b e r  of the  opposite  p a r ty .  He 

w as a l l  th e  good a d je c t iv e s  Lyndon ap p lied  to  him . Then  th e  s u r p r i s e  of 

the  evening w as  w hen Lynda B ird  got up a t  h e r  F a t h e r 's  p ro d d in g  and sa id  

she  had com e f r o m  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  w h e re  th ey  had th e  nu m b e r  one te a m  

of th e  nation, to  th e  house  w h e re  sh e  could  l i s t e n  to . th e  n u m b e r  one 

peo p le  of th e  nation  and a  few  m o r e  p le a s a n t  l i t t le  th in g s ,  ju s t  a s  p o ised  

a s  you p le a s e d .  And then , we w ent in to  the  E a s t  Room , had coffee, th e  

band s t ru c k  up, w e s ta r t e d  dan c in g !  I  found m y s e l f  having fun dancing  

w ith  Stu Sym ington, w hich  ended a l l  too  quickly , p a s s e d  on to a t  l e a s t  

a  dozen  o r  so  o th e r s  and th e n  g ra d u a l ly  fo lks began  to  d r i f t  aw ay, ending a t  

a  v e r y  e a r ly  h o u r - - a b o u t  10:30, w hich  is  n ice  enough when you c o n s id e r  

you a r r i v e  b ack  in  your b e d ro o m  to  find the  old g ian t s t i l l  h e r e - -  a l l  the 

m a i l  w aiting  to  be  signed, and then  I a m  keeping  up w ith  m y  p r o m is e  to 

m y s e l f  to  have th e s e  e x e r c i s e s  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t im e s  a  w eek so th a t  m ay b e  

a f t e r  abou t s ix  m o n th s  I mig h t  be  a  m o r e  f it  hum an being . And f ina lly  a t  

long l a s t  abou t one o 'c lo c k  to  s le e p .
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