
THE WHITE HOUSE
W A 3 H I N O T O N

F r id a y ,  J a n u a ry  24, 1964   W H D

Today w as a  day of r e a l ly  lev e lin g  on the A rt p ro je c t .  C la rk , A be, 

B ill W alton, P i e r r e  S a lin g e r, L iz  and  I m e t in  the Q ueens' R oom , th a t is  

the Q ueen’s S itting  R oom , to d is c u s s  o u r  p ro je c t .

I h ad  d ec id ed  th a t i s  the ro o m  w h ere  we w ill be le a s t  in te r ru p te d , and  

s o r t  of m y  own l i t t le  p r iv a te  r e t r e a t .

The  agen d a  a lre a d y  p re p a re d  by  C la rk , gone o v e r  by  Abe, c o n s id e re d  

by  W alton, and  now to be p re s e n te d  to S a lin g er and  L iz , w as:

1 / How to b e s t  con tinue and  p re s e rv e  and  give a  fo rm a l, le g a l 

p a t te rn  to the w o n d erfu l th in g s  th a t have h ap p en ed  to the 

W hite H ouse . C la rk  h ad  p ro p a re d  an  E x ecu tiv e  O rd e r  to 

be is s u e d  by the P re s id e n t ,  w hich  Abe h ad  changed  only 

s lig h tly , w hich  involve the e s ta b lis h m e n t of a  c u ra to r ,  a s  

a  p e rm a n e n t p o s itio n , r a th e r  than  ju s t  the s o r t  of a  whim  

of the F i r s t  L ady . And the e s ta b lis h m e n t of a  S ocie ty  fo r 

the P r e s e r v a t io n  of the W hite H ouse , w hich w ould c o n s is t  of 

the top m e m b e rs  of a l l  of the A g en c ies  m o s t co n n ec ted  w ith

it ,  th a t i s ,  the F in e  A r ts  C o m m iss io n , W alton;  the P a rk s
/

C o m m iss io n , W adsw orth  (but now i t  w ould soon be  som ebody 

e lse ) ;  the N atio n a l G a lle ry  of A r t ,  John  W alk er; the S m ith so n ian  

In s titu te , M r. C a rm ic h a e l;  the W hite H ouse H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n ; 

I b e lie v e  abou t s ix  o r e ig h t b a s ic  o rg a n iz a tio n s  lik e  th a t, and 

then  fo u r pub lic  m em ber s .
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C la rk  h ad  s a id  th a t M rs . K ennedy had  su g g e s te d  th a t two of those  

m e m b e rs   be M r .  duP on t, the C h a irm a n  of the F in e  A rts  C o m m issio n ;

4and  M r. F o sb u rg h , the C h a irm a n  of the  P a in tin g  C o m m iss io n . T h e re  

c o u ld n 't  be two w ith  m o re  s te r l in g  c re d e n t ia ls ,  and  th e re  c o u ld n 't  be 

anybody to w hose w ish e s  I 'd  w ant m o re  to a c c e d e , b u t th a t le f t  only  two 

m e m b e rs ,  so I thought p e rh a p s  w e 'd  w ant to e n la rg e  the n u m b er of 

m e m b e rs  of the pub lic  g ro u p , in  o rd e r  to put m o re  of m y  own s tam p  on 

i t .

And then  C la rk  b ro u g h t u s  the n ew s th a t M rs . K ennedy had  a g re e d  

to  s e rv e  on i t  h e r s e l f ,  w hich is  so m eth in g  th a t I h ad  a sk e d  h e r  the v e ry  

f i r s t  day w hen I cam e to see  h e r .  I  th ink  i t  w as the day  a f te r  the fu n e ra l, 

T u esd ay , the 27 th of N ov em b er, o r  th e re a b o u ts .

A nd she  w ill p ro b ab ly  fu rn is h  the f la m e , the fu e l, fo r  the fo rw a rd  

m oving  of such  an  o rg a n iz a tio n , so  th a t w ill be w o n d erfu l,
j

B ut now m y  job is  to lo o k  a ro u n d  an d  find  som e people  fro m  the 

so u th w est o r  the sou th , w ith  eq u a lly  s te r l in g  c re d e n tia ls  and  of the Jo h n so n ian  

tin g e .

And so m e  of them , s e v e ra l  of th em , m u s t  be  w om en, so i t  g e ts  down 

to  a  job of r e s e a r c h .

The seco n d  p a r t  of the ag en d a , i s  how to m ak e  the o th e r  m e m b e rs  of 

the F in e  A r ts  C o m m itte e , and  the P a in tin g  C o m m itte e , fe e l th a t they a r e  

a p p re c ia te d ;  how to r e ta in  the 'ir ta le n ts ,  th e ir  f r ie n d s h ip , th e ir  fu tu re  h e lp



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

^  F r id a y , J a n u a ry  24 , 1964 P age  3

__ _ in  s h o r t ,  how to k eep  the Jo hnson  A d m in is tra tio n  fro m  b e a r in g  the b ru n t

(U
of be ing  the one th a t pu t an  end to the m a g n ific e n t  ar t  a d v e n tu re  of the 

K ennedy A d m in is tra tio n ,

A ll of th a t m u s t be w rap p ed  up in  a  l e t t e r ,  and it  w ill have to be a  

v e ry  good l e t t e r ,  fo r  th e re  a r e  som e w o n d erfu l people  on th a t F ine  A rts  

C o m m ittee  and  P a in tin g  C o m m ittee .

L iz , of c o u rs e ,  h ad  h e r  own id e a s ,  and  got them  in  v e ry  fo rc e fu lly , 

abou t m e  m ak ing  the an n o u n cem en t and th a t w as d ec id ed  on and ap p ro v ed  by 

S a lin g e r  and  ev ery b o d y , w hen the a c tio n  took p la c e . And i t  w ill take p lace  

a s  soon a s  we can  s e le c t  o u r m e m b e rs .

A fte r  ab o u t th re e  h o u rs  o f h a r d  w o rk , w e  sa id  goodby, a n d  I ju m p edc in  the pool, w hich is  a s  h o t a s  a  T u rk ish  b a th , to d ra in  ou t som e of the 

u n c e r ta in t ie s  of a l l  th a t I 'v e  b ee n  doing.

A nd then  I d ro v e  out to M r. P e r 's ,  w ith  L ynda B ird , My m o m en ts  w ith  

h e r  a r e  s to le n  m o m e n ts , b u t they*re a lw ay s  good o n es .

L a te  th a t a f te rn o o n , the J im  N ashe s  fro m  A u stin   c a m e  in  to h av e  a 

d r in k  w ith  m e . T h e y 're  h e re  fo r  B a rb a ra  Boggs w edding, b e c a u se  the 

young m an  s h e 's  m a r ry in g . D r. Sigm und, is one of th o se  in n u m e ra b le  young 

m e n  who sp en t the su m m e r  w ith  them . B e s id e s  r a is in g  th e ir  own c h ild re n , 

an d  a  couple of th e ir  r e la t iv e s  c h ild re n  who b ecam e  o rp h an s , they  ju s t  had  

so m eth in g  a s  o u r  own h o u seh o ld  h a s  h ad , in n u m e ra b le  young fo lk s , p a ss in g  

th ro u g h  in  the su m m e r tim e  fo r  a  m o n th  o r   two m o n th s  or  a  w eek.
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And then  so m eth in g  th a t I 'd  b een  looking  fo rw a rd  to a l l  the w eek long, 

b lew  up in  m y  face  lik e  a  p r ic k e d  balloon .

Abe F o r ta s  h ad  in v ited  us to com e out to d in n er a t  h is  hou se , along 

w ith  the P a u l P o r te r s ,  and  J u s tic e  and M rs , D ouglas, and  J u s tic e  and 

M rs .  B lack  (only the B la c k s  co u ld n 't  g e t b ack  fro m  F lo rid a ) , and  I  , who 

h ad  b e e n  g e tting  r a th e r  s t i r - c r a z y  d u rin g  the  whole w eek, w as r e a lly  

looking  fo rw a rd  to g e tting  out of the h o u se . But i t  w as d ec id ed  th a t we 

h ad  b e t te r  n o t le a v e .

And so , ev e ry b o d y  cam e o v e r  h e re  to d in n e r in s te a d , w hich  w as the 

n ex t b e s t  th ing . Lynda w as w ith  u s , and  s h e 's  p ra c t ic a l ly  the age of the' 

new  M rs , D ouglas, the  th ird  M rs . D oug las. And w hat a n  iro n y  i t  w a s ,_ > -^  

th a t I had  ru n  in to  a t  the b eau ty  p a r lo r ,  ju s t  a  few  h o u rs  b e fo re , M erced es  

D ouglas, w h o 's  off on a  t r ip  to the V irg in  Is la n d s , I th ink , an d  w e’d m ade 

p lan s  to get to g e th e r a s  soon  a s  she go t b ack , _

T he new  M rs . D ouglas is  v e ry  thin- th e r e 's  only 86 pounds of h e r  - and  . 

s h e 's  v e ry  young, and  sw ee t, an d  tru s t in g  and  n ic e . I  g u ess  so m e tim e .

I 'l l  g ive up try in g  to u n d e rs ta n d  people - bu t I 'l l  a lw ay s love B ill and  hope 

fo r  the b e s t  fo r  h im .

I had  a  m o m en t o f r e m in is c in g  w ith  h im , abou t h is  days w ith  R o o s e v e lt .

       P a u l P o r te r  is  the m o s t unchanged  of a l l  of u s . H as a  good joke e v e ry  five 

m in u te s , an d  to ld  m e th a t he and  B. .G . w e re  see in g  a  lo t of e a c h  o th e r , and
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w eekends in  h e r  ho m e in  F lo r id a ,  "

B ill  and  M rs , D ouglas w e re  going to leav e  to m o rro w , to go down the 

R io G ra n d e--of a l l  r i v e r s - - on a r a f t ,  on a  s e v e ra l  day t r ip ,  I w o u ld n 't be 

s u r p r i s e d  if  they  lan d  up on a  sa n d b a r  abou t e v e ry  100 y a rd s ,  and  they  

a r e  going in to  the B ig Bend c o u n try . T h e y 'l l  be gone s e v e ra l  w eek s . S h e 's  

a s  e n th u s ia s tic  abou t i t  a s  he is .

C a ro l,  w ith  h e r  c ig a r ,  w as ju s t  a s  s e n tim e n ta l, and  p ra g m a tic , and  

tough, and  s o f t-h e a r te d . S h e 's  su ch  a  q u e e r  co m b in a tio n  of a  p e rso n , and 

she and Abe a r e  two th a t a r e  m y a lw a y s - fa v o r ite s .  And w hat a  lo t  th ey 'v e

' had  to su ffe r  w ith , w ith  a l l  th e ir  f r ie n d s  who g e t d iv o rc e s , and  com e and 

 lay  their troubles at th e ir  d o o r.


