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A fte r  a couple  of h o u rs  of office  w o rk  I got r e a d y  to go 

to B a r b a r a  B oggs ' wedding, w hich w as a t  12:30, going alone b e c a u se  

I thought an hour  and a h a lf  of High M ass  w as som eth ing  Lyndon need  

not tack le  w h e re a s  I, looking a t i t  th rough  the  eyes of a M other  and 

thinking how c lo se  and d e a r  L indy had  been  to us and thinking about 

m y  own d a u g h te r s '  w e d d in g  s o m e t im e - - I knew th a t  i t  would be r a th e r
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n ice  to have  so m e  of our  fam ily  th e re .  My old advance m an , T om m y 

Boggs, m e t  m e  a t  the f ro n t  d o o r  and e s c o r te d  m e  up the  a i s le  and I 

w en t in  and s a t  down by the  two g ra n d m o th e rs  and then  la te r  on had  

( L indy and then  H ale  on m y  r ig h t .

They had  b een  doing a land office b u s in e s s  in  weddings 

th a t  day. A n o th e r  one ended ju s t  ten  m in u te s  b e fo re  th is  one w as 

supposed  to beg in  and then  an o th e r  one w as going to take  p la c e  ten  

m in u te s  a f te r  B a r b a r a 's  w as o v e r ,  but n e v e r th e le s s  lo g is t ic s  a s id e ,  

i t  w as  a  b eau tifu l  w edding. T h e re  w e re  tw elve b ridesmaids a l l  in  b r ig h t  

r e d  and th e re  w as  B a r b a r a  looking so h ea lthy  and f r e s h  and ra d ia n t^  

w ith  a w edding v e i l  th a t  w as  two h u n d re d  y e a r s  old and under  w hich 

about tw enty-five m e m b e r s  of h e r  fam ily  h ad  b een  m a r r i e d .  I thought 

about th a t  and th a t  m e a n t  som eth ing  to m e  and the young m a n  is  

P r o f e s s o r  of P o l i t ic a l  S c ience  a t  P r in c e to n .  W hat b e t te r  could  th e re  

be fo r  a  d au g h te r  of a p o l i t ic a l  in d o c tr in a te d  fam ily  of Boggs. T h e re
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w as a p a r t i c u la r ly  im p r e s s iv e  m o m e n t  a t  the end of the c e re m o n y  when 

the  P r i e s t  sa id  som eth ing  a p p ro x im a te ly  like  th is .  "You h av e  now e n te re d  

into the Holy bonds of m a tr im o n y  f ro m  w hich  th e r e  is  no r e tu rn .  So go 

fo r th  g e n e ro u s ly  and b ra v e ly  and fu lf il l  y o u r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .  “ And th e re  

w as an o th e r  n ice  m o m e n t  w hen B a r b a r a  w en t up to the  A l ta r  of the V irg in  

and la id  h e r  b r id a l  bouquet on it .  A fte r  th a t  I a sk ed  if  I could  take  any of 

the fa m ily  o r  anybody w ith  m e  s in ce  I w as  in  th a t  big c a r  and I g a th e re d  

up the two g ra n d m o th e rs  and B e s s  and T y le r  and T om m y and we w en t on 

out to the B o g g s ’ h o u se  w h e re  everybody  in  the living w o rld  had  been  

in v ited  to the r e c e p t io n .  Som eone told m e  th a t  they se n t  out f if teen  

h u n d re d  in v ita t io n s  to couples  w hich m e a n t  a p p ro x im a te ly  th re e  thousand  

peo p le  and I d o n 't  b e l ie v e  th e re  w as a sou l tha t h a d n ' t  co m e  and b rough t 

h is  cous in .  T h e re  w as a con tingen t of about one h u n d re d  and fifty  up 

f ro m  L o u is ia n a .  I m e t  I don ’t know how m any  r e la t iv e s  of the Boggs 

fa m ily  and about ev e ry  tw enty m in u te s  I k e p t  on getting  a b u lle t in  

f ro m  the S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  th a t  y o u r  h usband  is  leaving  in  about f ive
II \\  ̂ / /

m in u te s  and he  w il l  be  r ig h t  on out. And then  twenty m in u te s  l a t e r  the
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sa m e  m e s s a g e  o v e r  and o v e r  again ,and^a crow d  th a t  s ize ,  w ell  a f te r  

awhile  th e re  is  nothing th a t  you can  say  so I got a p la te  of food and T om m y 

took m e  u p s ta i r s  to a  q u ie t  room ^w hich m u s t  have  been  h a r d  to com e by 

in  tha t house^and th e re  I did h av e  ju s t  a p le a s a n t  l i t t le  qu ie t  enco u n te r  

w ith  one of the b r id e s m a id s ,  a  lovely  g i r l  w hose  n am e  I d o n 't  r e m e m b e r ,  

bu t had  been  w ith B a r b a r a  when B a r b a r a  had had  a  y e a r  in  going out in



w hat is  c a l le d  the C atho lic  M is s io n s ,  and studying to go into c o u n tr ie s  

l ik e - - o h  like  L a tin  A m e r ic a n  C o u n tr ie s  and I sa id ,  "Good L ord , everybody  

th e re  is  a l r e a d y  a R o m an  C a th o lic .  ” And she sa id , "Y es, but th e r e  is  

a lo t of so c ia l  s e rv ic e  w o rk  to be done and th a t  w ill  teach  th em  th a t  we 

a r e  C h r i s t i a n s  too. " I sa id , " I t  is  s o r t  of the  C h u rc h ’s own v e r s io n  of 

the  P e a c e  C o rp s ,  is  th a t  r ig h t?  " "T h a t  is  about w hat i t  i s ,  " she sa id .

And one of the  o th e r  d e a r  l i t t le  th ings about the day w as 

to se e  B a r b a r a 's  s tu d en ts .  She te a c h e s  school, sixth g ra d e  s c h o o l- -g i r ls ,

I think, in  a C a th o lic  school w hile  h e r  h usband  is  a P r o f e s s o r  o v e r  a t 

P r in c e to n .  And they w e r e  th e r e  w ith  the b r ig h te s t  fa c e s ,  c u te s t  l i t t le  

g i r l s - - o b v io u s ly  loving th e i r  te a c h e r  so m uch .

A fte r  tha t,  we c a m e  h o m e and the r e s t  of the day w as s h e e r  

s e lf - in d u lg e n c e  fo r  m e .  I c a l le d  up D iana, whom  I h a d n ’t  s e e n - - w e l l  

r e a l l y  s in ce  b e fo re  N o v em b er  22nd fo r  m o r e  than  a f ive m in u te  

c o n v e r s a t io n - -a n d  she and Donald and C athy  c a m e  o ver  about 6:45^ 

in tend ing  to go on to a  Saint A n d re w s ’ d in n e r ,  but they s tayed  and had  

d in n e r  w ith  us , Lyndon ca m e  in, and then  we w ent d o w n s ta ir s  and I 

saw  a w e s te rn  m o v ie ,  c u r le d  up on a  c o m fo r ta b le  f ro n t  s e a t  w ith  Lynda 

B ird .  It  w as SHANE and i t  took m e  b a c k - - I  w as c o m p le te ly  e n g ro sse d  

in  the days when i t  w as  a  d if fe re n t  A m e r ic a .  M ovies  could  b eco m e  m y  

add ic tion  if  I could  le t  them . I f in ish ed  i t  ju s t  in  t im e  to say  a  sw ift 

goodbye to D iana, ru n  u p s ta i r s  and se e  the l a s t  h a lf  of G unsm oke. My 

p oor  d e a r  h u sb an d  m ean w h ile  had  go tten  in a b lack  t ie  and gone out to
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the A lfa lfa  Club, of w hich he  is  the P r e s i d e n t  th is  y e a r  and w h e re  he  

had  so m e  r e a l ly  de ligh tfu l and quite  h u m o ro u s  r e m a r k s  to m ak e .

About tw elve th ir ty ,  h e  a r r i v e d  b ack  f ro m  th e re  b ring ing  

up, of a l l  people , S ena to r  B y rd , S ena to r  H um phrey  and a n e w sp a p e rm a n  

of a v e ry  l ib e r a l  s t r ip e .  I could h a rd ly  keep  f ro m  saying , "Why S enato r

B yrd , w hat com pany  you a r e  keep ing  th ese  days .


