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T oday  w as the day  fo r  the Q ueen of G re e c e ,

In the m o rn in g , a  l i t t le  w o rk  and  then getting  d r e s s e d  up and  th a t i s  

w hen i t  b eg in s  to daw n on m e th a t I r e a l ly  d o n 't have any  new  c lo th e s .

And then  abou t 5 o r 10 m in u te s  of one o u t   on the f ro n t p o r tic o  to 

m e e t th a t b e a u tifu l w om an, th a t e x tre m e ly  cap ab le , a s s u r e d  c a r e e r  Q ueen, 

F re d e r ik a  of G re e c e , w ith  h e r  d au g h te r . P r in c e s s  I re n e . The handsom e 

A m b a ssa d o r fro m  th e ir  co u n try , M r, M a tsa s , w as on hand . H e’s the 

s o r t  of m an  th a t lo o k s - -  w e ll, th a t y o u 'd  like  to  know b e t te r .

We w en t u p s ta i r s  to the Y ellow  R oom , w ith  only a  v e ry  s m a ll g roup , 

M rs . C a r ilu , the g ra n d  m is t r e s s  of the  C o u rt, and  two o r th re e  m o re  

m e m b e rs  of the G re e k  p a r ty ; C h ief J u s t ic e  and M rs . W a rre n , who a r e  

a lw ay s  on hand , b le s s  th e ir  h e a r ts ;  and the B a lls .

The Q ueen is  a lw ay s one who g e ts  r ig h t down  t o  w hat the S tate  D e p a rt-

m e n t c a l l s  " s u b s tan tiv e  c o n v e rsa tio n "   and  so I could  o v e rh e a r  h e r  say ing  

to Lyndon s o m eth in g  abou t C y p ru s - - fo r ty  m ile s  s tr a ig h t ,  b e tw een  th e re  

and  Turkey,...can  g e t th e re  in  a  m o to rb o a t.^ if  anybody co m es a c r o s s ,  if  

t h e r e 's  any  shoo ting , i t  w ill be a l l  o v e r . O ur s o ld ie r s  w ill s t a r t  m oving. 

B ut if  we can  be a s s u r e d  th a t they  w o n 't b o th e r  u s , we w ill take the B ishop  

b y  the b e a rd . " A c tu a lly , she sa id  th a t. And the w atch  w o rd  is  i f  they  

m ove ; so i t 's  a l l  a  s o r t  of pow er keg , the le a s t  m a tc h  could  s e t  off a  

c o n fla g ra tio n .

She h a s  b eau ty , j e w e l r y , 'b r a in s ,  h u m o r, she is  a lso  som eth ing  of
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d ea l w ith , b u t she 's  som ebody  who w o rk s  a t  h e r  job  a n d I a d m ire  h e r  

tre m e n d o u s ly .

A fte r  a  d r in k  and  a f te r  the p re s e n ta t io n  o f p re s e n ts  (and in c id e n ta lly , 

one n e v e r  g e ts  to f in ish  those  d r in k s  one h a s  up  th e re ) , we w ent down the 

s ta i r s ,  Lyndon e s c o r tin g  the qu een  and  I cam e w ith  P r in c e s s  Ire n e  and
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Lynda B ird , s tood  a t  the bo ttom  of the s te p s  and  had  o u r p ic tu re  taken .

And a t  le a s t  I  f a r e d  p re t ty  w e ll in  those* I th ink .

A nd then , th is  tim e , no t to the tune of H ail to The C hief, b e c a u se  i t
*)

w as no t a  S tate o cc a s io n , we con tinued  on in to  the E a s t  R oom , to the 

re c e iv in g  l in e , , .

I m a y  be  the only liv in g  hum an  b e in g  who en joys a  re c e iv in g  lin e , but 

i t ’ s the only  co n ta c t I have w ith  the peop le  who a r e  in v ite d  to the h o u se , o u r 

h o u se  fo r  the tim e  b e in g . It*s m y  m o m en t to e x p re s s  a  l i t t le  f r ie n d sh ip , 

a  l i t t l e  p le a s u re ,  i n t e r e s t;  and  so  I do en joy  i t .

F ro m  the S enate , th e re  w e re  the F u lb r ig h ts ,  the S p a rk m a n s , the 

Sym ing tons, the H a r r is o n  W illiam s (a lm o s t the f i r s t  tim e  I’ve se e n  h is  

w ife down h e re ) ;  and  M au rin e  N e u b e rg e r . And stan ding in  fo r  R usk , th e re  

w as G eorge B a ll. ^  i

 F ro m  the H o use , the A lb e r t T h o m a se s , and  the P e te r  Freylinghuysens,  }/l

fooking lik e  10 g e n e ra tio n s  of a r i s to c r a t s  had  p ro d u ced  h im ^j^ id^ thank  

looking like 10 generations of aristocrats had produced him--and, thank

g o o d n ess , I  h ad  a  few  m in u te s  to te l l  h im  how lo v e ly  I thought B la ir  H ouse 

w a s ;  a n d   young John  B ra d e m a s , w ith  whom w e’ve b een  on som e p le a sa n t 

w eek en d s; I w as so happy  to have W alte r Jen k in s  th e re  fro m  o u r o ffice .
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and  I hope i t  w as a t  l e a s t  an  hour's r e s p i te  fro m  the tu rm o il he*s liv ing  

in  now .

And sw ee t l i t t le  M a rie  F e h tn e r ,

And then , how s tra n g e  that the f i r s t  p e rso n  fro m  m y hom e tow n of 

M a rs h a ll ,  T e x a s , should  be D r. and  M rs , T hom as W. C o le , the P r e s id e n t  

of W iley C o lleg e , a   n eg ro ]

Of c o u rse  the g u es t l i s t  w as h eav ily  lo ad ed  w ith G reek s  who have 

m ade a  s u c c e s s  in  th is  co u n try , who have c o n tr ib u te d  to the b lood s tre a m  

of i t s  c u ltu re , i ts  b u s in e s s ,  i t s  a c h ie v e m e n ts . M ost of them  I d id n 't  

know. D r, K o m an d u ras , who is  c o -fo u n d e r of M edico . M r, and M rs , 

P lu m id e s , h e 's  the  P re s id e n t  of the A m e ric a n  H ellen ic  E d u ca tio n a l 

P r o g re s s iv e  A sso c ia tio n . S e v e ra l G re ek  jo u rn a l is ts ,  G re e k  bank  p re s id e n ts ,  

G ree k  e d u c a to rs , G re e k  p u b lis h e r s .  I  th ink   E l ia   K azan  m u s t  be  a  G re e k  

to o , and  I did_so w an t one m o re  m in u te  to d is c u s s  w ith  h im , hav ing  seen  

A fte r  the F a l l  l a s t  w eek  in  New Y o rk ,

To m e , i t  w as a lm o s t the m o s t fun of a l l  t o  have the G ree k s  I*ve 

know n lo n g e s t-- G eorge and  H elen  Vournas  a t  w hose co u n try  p lace  I sp en t 

so  m an y  happy  a f te rn o o n s .

And then  fro m  h o m e  we h ad  the A lfre d  N eg leys, who s tay e d  on and

sp en t the n ig h t w ith  u s .
c " " -  ~  ■ , ,  f

A nd a  G re e k  p a r ty  w ouldn’t be co m p le te  w ithout D rew  P e a rs o n , th a t
a n d

g r e a t  t r a v e le r ,  a n d  L u v ie  of whom  I  hav e  b eco m e so fo n d .^
__L_-— ' flwas th e re  ' ^------—----

Mr s .  C h a r le s  L indbergh was there  b e c a u se  s h e ’s going to w rite  a  s to ry  abou t

' ' . i t '



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O M

M onday, J a n u a ry  27, 1964 P age 4

m e  p e rh a p s , and  we thought i t  w ould be a good o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  h e r  to 

see  how the house  runs now th a t I ' m  h e r e .

B ut w ithou t a  doubt t h e  m o s t n o tic e d  G re ek  w a s  one of s im p le  

o r ig in  an d  s im p le  a c h ie v e m e n ts , M r. and M rs . John  Gav a to s  of C o rp u s 

C h r is t i ,  T e x a s , b e c a u se  in  the m id d le  of the se a te d  d in n e r  h e  got up , 

w alk ed  o v e r , le a n e d  o v e r  the Q u ee n 's  c h a ir  and  o v e r  L y ndon 's  c h a ir  and 

c h a tte d  w ith  th em , te llin g  them  how he and  h is  w ife w e re  m a r r ie d  on the 

v e ry  sam e  day  th a t the Q ueen and  h e r  h u sb an d  w e re  m a r r ie d ,  and  how 

th e ir  ch ild  w as b o rn  on the v e ry  sa m e  day , o r  ju s t  p ra c t ic a l ly  th a t, and 

how h e , w h ere  he had  known Lyndon 35 y e a rs  ago in  C o rp u s  C h r is t i ,  had
y  .

p re d ic te d  th a t one day  he w ould be P re s id e n t  of the U nited  S ta te s .

We c e r ta in ly  m ad e  B e tty  B ea le  happy , I th ink, by having  h e r  s e a te d  

n e x t to A dlai S tevenson , a lthough  she d id  have som e h eav y  co m p e titio n  

fro m  M rs , L in d b e r g h

A nd i t  w as a  p a r t ic u la r ly  n ice  tim e  to have B lake C la rk , who is  r e a l ly  
=—  "Oeev-t*-

a  G re ek --Denna  (the l a s t  n am e  is  u n p ro n o u n ceab le ) on w hose TV p ro g ra m  I 

h ad  ap p ea r e d  o n ce—.

i n  m y  d e s c r ip t io n  of m y  t r ip  to G re e c e  once, I th ink  p e rh a p s ,^ th e  m o s t 

r e la x e d  j a i^ T V  p ro g ra m  I e v e r  did.

T h is  is  the f i r s t  tim e  L ynda B ird  h a s  b een  p r e s e n t  a t  a  S tate o cc a s io n , 

in  fa c t, a t  any  im p o rta n t  o c c a s io n  s in c e  w e 'v e  b een  h e r e .  She w as se a te d  

n e x t to the P r in c e s s .  She d o e s n 't  - she d o e s n 't  say  m u ch  about en joy ing  i t ,  

I  hope she d o es . To m e it  s e e m s  su ch  a  m a rv e lo u s  o p p o rtu n ity .
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 W ith d e s s e r t / I  got up and  sa id  m y  few  w o rd s  of in tro d u c tio n  of L o is  

H unt and  E a r l  W rig h tsm an , and  they  w an d e red  am ong the ta b le s , s ing ing

a m ed le y  of songs; a  teen y  b it of P u c c in i O p era ; a  s o r t  of t o u r -- m u s ic a l  

to u r--of the A m e ric a n  th e a tr e ,  w hich  w as u t te r ly  d e lig h tfu l e x cep t th a t 

p e rh a p s  th a t i t  kep t o u r b u sy  g u e s ts  a  l i t t le  too la te ,  s in ce  lunch  ended  a t  

3 o 'c lo c k . ^

One of the m o s t in te re s t in g  g u e s ts  w a s  M rs , A line Saarinen, w ife 

of the g re a t  a r c h i t e c t ,  and  I ju s t  w ish ed  - th a t’s a lw ays one’s g r e a te s t  

r e g r e t  a t  th e se  b ig  a f fa ir s  lik e  th is  - th a t you d o n 't have tim e  to s i t  down 

and  a b so rb  each  in d iv id u a l. I  w ish ed  th a t I cou ld  have s a t  down and 

l is te n e d  to h e r  ta lk , ^

L y n d o n 's  to a s t  w as c h a rm in g  and  t r u e ^ a n d  ad eq u a te , b e c a u se  so m uch  

th a t we a r e   g o es  b ack  to a  l i t t le  G ree k  town  o f  s e v e ra l  thousand  y e a r s  ago. 

A nd the Q ueen r a th e r  s to le  the show , b e c a u se  she w as a  w it, and  she

S ' (9
s a id  th a t we had  - the Delph ic   Oracle m u s t have le f t  th e ir  co u n try  and  com e 

to o u rs ,  s in ce  John  G av ato s w as p re d ic tin g  th a t Lyndon w ould som e day  

b e  P re s id e n t]

W hen I h ad  b id  the l a s t  g u e s t goodby, a  l i t t le  p a s t  th re e , I w ent 

u p s ta i r s  to  the Q ueens S itting  Room  an d  I found th a t’s the q u ie te s t p lac e ,

one le a s t  lik e ly  to be in te r ru p te d  in , and had  a  couple of h o u rs  w ith  M rs ,
n

L in d b e rg h. It had  only  b een  p lanned  to occupy abou t one h o u r, bu t b ec au se  

C l  I lik e d  lis te n in g  and  ta lk ing  to h e r ,  I , m y se lf , r a th e r  p ro lo n g ed  i t .

•V.--
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I w aa in te re s te d  in  such  a  d iv e rs i ty  b e tw een  h e r  books G ift of the Sea 

w hich  w as so in tro s p e c tiv e  and  d e lic a te , and  s o r t  of an  e s s a y  - - p u re ly  

in te lle c tu a l;  and  then  h e r  book. D e a rly  B eloved , w hich  w as a  - -  w e ll i t  

had  som e h u m o r in  i t ,  i t  had  som e b i t te r n e s s ,  and  i t  - -  hu m an  b e in g s  liv ed  

p re t ty  rough  liv e s  in  i t ,  p re t ty  p a in fu l l iv e s ,  a t  any  r a te .  And she - -  w ell, 

th a t they  should  both  com e out of the sa m e  m in d  in tr ig u e d  m e .

I h av en ’t the v a g u e s t id e a  if  she w ill e v e r  w r ite  ev en  one lin e  on m e , 

and  d o n 't c a r e ,  bu t I 'm  g lad  to have sp en t som e tim e  w ith  h e r .

It w as in te r ru p te d  in  o rd e r  to ru n  down to the so u th w est p o r tic o  and  

m e e t W a rrie  L ynn, and  th ro w  m y a r m s  a ro u n d  h e r  a n d  hug h e r ,  and  say  

"C om e in , an d  h e lp  u s  ru n  th is  p la c e , d e a r .  " And Lynda B ird  w as down 

th e re ,  and  n a tu ra lly , L ynda’ s u n fr ie n d s , the p h o to g ra p h e rs .

T hen a f te r  M rs , L in d b e rgh le ft, b ack  to the d esk , to w o rk  u n til  abou t 

7:30 w hen I got in  touch w ith  N ancy and  A lfred , who w e re  spending  the 

n ig h t u p s ta i r s ,  and  th en  we h ad  d r in k s  and  we w alked  and we ta lk ed  and  

we p lanned , and  I th ink  I  got som ebody  who m ig h t do m y  n eed lep o in t fo r 

m e , and  she gave m e  the m o s t a d o ra b le  owl, th a t looks lik e  he m ig h t have 

com e s tr a ig h t  fro m  A th en a’s sh ie ld .

T hen  Lyndon a sk e d  us to jo in  h im  in  the pool. By th a t tim e  i t  w as abou t 

9 o ’c lo ck . It n e v e r  bodes w e ll w hen w e have such  a la te  d in n e r , b e ca u se  

th a t a lw ay s  m ea n s  th a t i ts  b een  a  h a r a s s in g  day, a  day of d isa p p o in tm en ts  

and  f a i lu r e s ,  and  tro u b le s . So we w en t o v e r  and  we w ent fo r  a  sw im  w ith  

h im , and  i t  had  b een  a  b ad  day .
r ' '  
— -
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C yprus and P an am a , and a few  tro u b le s  in  T e x a s , d o n 't a ll  

m ix  up to  m ake  a c r e a m  puff of a life .

We had  d in n e r  about 10:30 and  the  M ath ise s  cam e o v e r and 

jo in ed  u s  fo r  coffee and th e n  we w ent down and saw  a v e ry  b r ie f  

m o v ie  abou t th e  P re s id e n c y , and f in a lly  ev ery b o d y , a t  long la s t  

to  bed .

Sandw iched in  w ith  th e  day , and h e re in  l ie s  the  c ru x  of m y 

d ile m m a , b ec a u se  i t  is_ sandw iched , w as a l i t t le  ta lk  w ith  L uci, 

d u rin g  w hich she show ed m e a l i t t le  K odak p ic tu re  of a  s ig n  in  

M a id en ro ck , W isconsin , s tr e tc h e d  a c r o s s  the s t r e e t - - a n d  p ro b a b ly  

M aid en ro ck  is  the s iz e  of Jo h n so n  C ity --w a s  a s ig n  th a t sa id , 

"W elcom e, L u c i, to  M aid en ro ck . "

And th en  a l i t t le  ta lk  w ith  L ynda, in  w hich  she  to ld  m e som e 

m o re  about h e r  w alks each  n igh t. I t  seem ed  th a t the n igh t b e fo re  

she had  w alked  a l l  the  w ay to  th e  C ap ito l and back!

I t 's  obv ious I 'm  not going to  w in the b a ttle  to  k eep  us a ll  c lo se  

to g e th e r  u n le s s  I app ly  m o re  tim e  to  i t  th an  I do to  the  p r e s s ,  to  m y 

p u b lic  d u tie s , to  L yndon 's  b u s in e s s .


