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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

T u e sd a y , J a n u a ry  28, 1964

T oday  h a s  b e e n  no day of g re a t  a c h ie v e m e n t, bu t ju s t  one of those

days of k n ittin g  up the tan g led  sk e in  of fam ily  liv in g  th a t m u s t be done.

A t 9:30 L ynda B ird  and  W a rrie  Lynn t o o k  a  g roup  of W est V irg in ia

s tu d e n ts  on a  to u r  th ro u g h  the W hite H ouse , w hich is  one of those  th ings

th a t I d id  d e a r ly  love to have L ynda B ird  h e lp  out w ith .

T hen  I had  a  s e s s io n  w ith  R obin  Duke an d  h e r  d r e s s m a k e r ,  and  c o u ld n 't

h e lp  b u t th ink ing  of E d  C la rk 's  o ld  lin e  abou t "R ich  fo lks have su ch  p re tty

w a y s- - b e c a u se  the th ings he show ed m e w ere  in d eed  lo v e ly , and  sh e ,

a s  a  f o rm e r  e d ito r  of one of the sleek: m a g a z in e s , I  th ink  p o ss ib ly  Vogue,

knows- so m u ch  ab o u t i t ,  d r e s s e s  so  w ell, is  so s u re  in  h e r  touch , I lo o k ed  a t

th em , lik e d  th em , am  going to  buy one o r  two and hope I can  soon get

c lo th e s  o u t of m y  l i f e  f o r the  n ex t th re e  o r  fo u r m o n th s .

T hen  I  had  lunch  in  the ro o m , on t r a y s ,  w ith  L ynda an d  W a rrie  Lynn,

She is  a  gen tle  s o r t  of l i t t le  so u l th a t b in d s  up e v e ry  b o d ies  w ounds and

t r i e s  to p a t u s  a l l  on the h ea d  a t  the sam e tim e . T h is  h o u seh o ld  can  u se

som ebody  lik e  th a t,

Sus an  h a s  b een  on m y m in d  a  g re a t  d ea l la te ly , e s p e c ia lly  s in ce  h e r
ed

m o th e r  c a lle d  Sunday n igh t, and  b e c a u se  I w an te d  t o   know w hat w as 

h appen ing  to  h e r , ^  I h ad  c a lle d  h e r  up and  a sk e d  h e r  and  h e r  h o s te s s ,  M rs , 

John  H e s te r ,  G e n e ra l H e s te r 's  w ife , to  com e o v er and have tea  w ith  m e ,

I  w an ted  M rs , H e s te r  to fe e l  th a t I w as g ra te fu l fo r  the sw ee t ro le  she had  

p lay ed  in  the life  o f m y  b r o th e r 's  d a u g h te r , and  I ju s t  w an ted  to g ive w h a tev e r  

l i t t le  p re s t ig e  and  re c o g n itio n  th e re  i s  to com ing in to the W hite H ouse and
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b e in g  th an k ed   by a  m e m b e r  of the fam ily .

Sus an  lo o k ed  lo v e ly , 25 pounds o r so le s s  than  she w as l a s t  s u m m e r . 

She h a s  now m ade up h e r  m in d , and  th is  i s  abou t the fifth  change in  five 

w e ek s , to r e tu r n  to schoo l in  L o u is ia n a , and  s h e ’s going to leav e  to m o rro w , 

in  a  c a r .  A nd I th ink  d o rm ito ry  life  w ill p ro b ab ly  be the b e s t  so lu tio n  fo r  

h e r ,  a lthough  I u rg e d  h e r  o v e r  and  o v er to take typing, sh o rth an d , any tool  

th a t you can  exchange fo r  a  pay  check.-.

H e r life  w ill be so m uch  s im p le r  if  she could  ju s t  w alk  in to  an office 

and  say , "Y e s , I  can  do 120 words* of sh o rth an d  a  m in u te , and  60 w o rd s  

on the ty p e w r i te r .” And then  s h e 's  b r ig h t enough to com pose  the l e t t e r s .

B ut w hen a l l  you have is  ju s t  a  BA ed u ca tio n  and  no c le a r  sp e a rh e a d  of an 

id e a  of w hat you w an t fo r  a  c a r e e r ,  i t ’s b ad  to have to m ake a  liv in g .

We h ad  a  v e ry  p le a s a n t h o u r  to g e th e r , see in g  the house  and having 

te a  an d  I l e f t ,  fee lin g  th a t I h ad  s o r t  of done w hat I should  ab o u t Sus an , 

a lth o u g h  n e v e r ,  n e v e r  enough.

In b e tw een , I c a lle d  M rs , M ellon , M rs , P au l M ellon , who is  re sp o n s ib le  

la rg e ly  fo r  the lo v e ly  f lo w ers  in  th is  h o u se , and  i t  h ad  b e en  m y  fo n d es t hope 

th a t sh e  w ould com e and  have te a  w ith  m e , ju s t  she a lo n e , one day  v e ry  soon. 

B ut m y  tim in g  is  no t a s  good a s  m y  h u s b a n d 's .  She had  le f t  only  th is  

m o rn in g  to go down to the - oh, the w e s t  o r  E a s t  In d ie s , u n til  M arch , so  I 

a sk e d  h e r  s e c r e ta r y  to p le a se  l e t  h e r  know th a t I h ad  c a lle d . I hope I ge t 

a ro u n d  to w ritin g  h e r  th a t sw eet s o r t  of l e t t e r  th a t w hat she h a s  done- - the
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T hen  Q ueen  F r e d e r ik a  cam e to sa y  goodby, in  the la te  a fte rn o o n , 

acco m p an ied  by  the m is t r e s s  of the c o u r t, R obin  Duke, and the young 

p r in c e s s .

We s a t  in  the fam ily  s it t in g  ro o m , qu ite  in fo rm a lly , and h ad  s h e r r y ,  

an d  she gave m e the  m o s t  c h a rm in g  g ift, a  m e d a l th a t w as s tru c k  off fo r  

h e r  25 th  w edding a n n iv e r s a ry , show ing on one s id e  the p ro f ile s  of the 

K ing and  Q ueen  w i t h  the G re e k  le t te r in g  a ro u n d  i t ,  and  then  on the o th e r  

s id e  co a t of a r m s  of th e ir  c o u n try , w ith  1938-1963 on it , the y e a rs  

of th e ir  m a r r ia g e .  ‘

T hank  h eav en s  she d idn’t b r in g  up C y p ru s  w ith  m e! C y p ru s , unhapp ily , 

a long  w ith  V ie t-N am  and  P a n a m a , i s  m y  h u sb a n d 's  d ie t th e se  d ay s , and  

th a t 's  why I m u s t  t ry  to be b o th  s tro n g  and  h u m o ro u s  and  u n d e rs ta n d in g .

Q uite  la te  in  the even ing , a f te r  I h ad  done a  good d e a l m o re  w o rk  w ith  

A sh ton , and  a  h e a v ily  lo ad ed  d esk , and  a  long ta lk  w ith  Wa r r e n  

W o o d w a r d  Lyndon came in, bringing with him Dolph Briscoe, and  how d e lig h ted  1 w as  

• “ T 'se e  th a t m an  fro m  the  w ide o p e n  f a r  w e s t ,  U valde , T e x a s , w h ere  a  few  

th o u san d  a c r e s  is  ju s t  a  l i t t le  s t r e t c h  o f coun try !

And the J a c k  B ro o k ses.  T hey  h ad  a lr e a d y  h ad  d in n e r b u t th ey  s a t  down 

a t  the tab le  w ith  u s  w hile  Lyndon and  I a te .  And then  we w ent down and  

saw  a  m o v ie . Seven  D ays in  M ay, h a rd ly  in c lin ed  to p u t Lyndon a t  h is  e a s e , 

b u t a t  le a s t  a  p e r fe c t ly  d e lig h tfu lly  even ing 's e n te r ta in m e n t.
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T he p ic tu re s  abou t W a rr ie  Lynn m oving  in,/^have b een  de lig h tfu l.

And the s to r ie s  a lr ig h t,  b u t no t a s  good a s  they  cou ld  have b een , if  w e 'd  

h ad  the r e a l  c o o p e ra tio n  of L ynda B ird .

T h ings com e out p re t ty  m uch  a lr ig h t  w ith  the P r e s s ,  I  th ink , if  

you ex p la in  i t  q u ite  s im p ly , ju s t  e x ac tly  lik e  you fe e l  abou t i t .  And the 

re a s o n s  I w ant h e r  h e re  b e c a u se  I re m e m b e  r  t h a t  no t in  a l l  m y  life

w as th e re  a  p e r io d  th a t I lo v ed  m o r e  than  m y  co lleg e  y e a r s  and  hav ing  

a  ro o m m a te  and the f r ie n d s  th a t I m ad e  th e re -- the g r e a te s t  p a r t  of co lleg e . 

And w ren ch in g  up m y  l i t t le  g i r l ,  L ynda, and  b rin g in g  h e r  up h e re  to be 

m y  com pan ion  and  m y  h e lp e r ,  d e p r iv e s  h e r  of a  co n tin u ity  of  th is  f r ie n d  

s h e 's  a lr e a d y  m ad e , the s o ro r i ty  life  - i t  d e p r iv e s  h e r  of the e s p r i t  de c o rp s  

of the U n iv e rs ity  of T e x a s , w h ich  is  so m e th in g , b y  gosh . And I do n o t w ant 

to d ep riv e  h e r ,  a ls o , of h e r  b e s t  f r ie n d , I th ink  i t  m a k e s  good s e n se , and  

I -  w e ll, i f  I ' d had  the tim e to ex p la in  a l l  th a t, I  th ink  i t  w ould  have b ee n  a  

b e t te r  s to ry . O r i f  L ynda h ad .


