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One of the h ig h lig h ts  of the day , J a n u a ry  30th, T h u rsd ay  w as th a t I had

M rs . A lice  R o o sev e lt L ongw orth  to te a  w ith  only Lynda B ird  and  W a rrie  Lynn

and  m e . It w as one of those  a f te rn o o n s  I had  p ro m is e d  m y se lf  - -  one of those

c o m p le te ly  u n o ffic ia l th ings -  no duty a t  a l l  -  ju s t  p le a s u re .  B ut s h e 's  liv e d

th is  l ife  I*ve lo v e d , in  th is  town I’ve lo v e d , and  seen  so m u ch  of i t  - and  h a s

re c o rd e d  i t  w ith  su ch  a  c a u s tic  w it an d  a t  su ch  c lo se -u p  ra n g e , th a t I  w an ted

to  spend  an  h o u r  o r  so  w ith  h e r .  And i t  w as a  good onel I ru sh e d  d o w n s ta irs

hoping to m e e t h e r  a t  the f ro n t e n tra n c e  in  o rd e r  to a c c o rd  h e r  the d ign ity  th a t

is  due to h e r  age and  p o s itio n . B ut, a la s ,  w as ju s t  a  m o m en t la te .  She had

on h e r  s tiff , b la c k  h a t, w hich  i s  s o r t  of a  tra d e  m a rk  w ith  h e r .  And h e r  b ig

 sm ile  -  cam e u p s ta i r s ,  s a t  in  the  l i t t le  fa m ily  liv in g  ro o m . It w as no tro u b le
to

s ta r t in g  a  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  h e r .  I  w an ted  to g e t h e r  to re m in is c in g  ab o u t the

days w hen she w as in  the h o u se . And i t  w as no t h a rd . She to ld  u s  th a t i t

r e a l ly  w as tru e  th a t w hen one of h e r  l i t t le  b r o th e r s  h ad  b een  s ic k  and  th ey .
the e le v a to r  to

h ad  taken  h is  pony up in the elevator to his room  -  th a t w as su p p o sed  to h e lp  m ak e  him  w e l l .  

A nd I can  u n d e rs ta n d  i t  so w e ll -  b e c a u se  L u c i r e a l ly  n eed ed  Him and  H e r in  

b ed  w ith  h e r  one day w hen she w as s ic k  n o t long ago .

To show  how  m u ch  th is  town h a s  g ro w n  -  th a t sam e  b ro th e r  ro d e  h is 

h o r s e ,  u n a tten d ed  by any  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  p e rso n  -  to schoo l a  few  m ile s  fro m  

the W hite H ouse to  w hat sounded lik e  i t  w as about -  oh, out w h ere  M cL ean  

G ard en s  now i s .  She to ld  us ab o u t a tten d in g  a  R ep u b lican  d in n e r  fo r P re s id e n t

E ise n h o w e r  - one of the a p p re c ia tio n  d in n e rs  w h e re  S en a to r G o ldw ater and
■ ;  ' ’U i - *  ' ' ' ' '

v a r io u s  people g o t up  to d ep lo rin g  the sa d  s ta te  of so c ia l life  w hen people
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ju m p ed  in  sw im m ing  poo ls w ith  th e ir  c lo th e s on -  and  did  the tw is t in  the 

s ta te ly  h a lls  of the W hite H ouse - and  then  she lau g h ed  and  she ta lk ed  abou t 

the tim e  w hen h e r  fa th e r  h ad  an  A m e ric a n  w r e s t le r  and  a  Jap an ese  p ra c t i t io n e r  

of the J u ji ts u  in  the E a s t  b a ll  ro o m , s tr ip p e d  to the w a is t, doing th e ir  respective  

b a t t l in g ,  to see  w hich  one w ould com e off f i r s t ,  1 g u ess  one of the m a in  

th in g s  I lik e  abou t h e r  i s  h e r  se n se  of v ita l i ty  a t  79 o r  th e re a b o u ts . We a lso  

spoke of a  tim e  w hen she  h e r s e l f  jum ped  in to  a  sw im m ing  pool w ith  h e r  

c lo th e s  on b u t i t  w as on b o a rd  sh ip  - ju s t  one of the l i t t le  sh ip b o a rd  poo ls  and  

she h ad  on the w h ite , w ash ab le  su m m e r  c lo th e s  th a t w ere  the fa sh io n  fo r  

s tro ll in g  the d eck  in  th a t day .

T h is  w as the f i r s t  tim e  th a t I found out th a t i t  w a s n 't  r e a l ly  h e r  m o th e r  

who w as the f i r s t  lad y  a t  th a t tim e -  i t  w as h e r  s te p -m o th e r .  P re s id e n t  

T eddy  R o o sev e lt h ad  b e e n  m a r r ie d  b e fo re .  She w as a  ch ild  of the f i r s t  

m a r r ia g e .  H e r m o th e r  h ad  d ied  a t  h e r  b i r th  -  o r  sh o r tly  th e r e a f te r .  And 

then  h e r  s te p -m o th e r  w as m o th e r  of a l l  the o th e r  five  l i t t le  R o o se v e lts . She 

m u s t have b ee n  a  p r e t ty  h a rd  d au g h te r to  r a i s e  in  the W hite H ouse, com ing  

in  a t  17. B ut she h a s  ad d ed  a  lo t of z e s t  to W ashington  and  the w o rld . She 

sounded  to m e lik e  she  lik e d  h e r  s te p -m o th e r  and  r e s p e c te d  h e r ,  b u t th a t 

i t  w as n o t e x a c tly  a  w arm  re la tio n s h ip . M aybe s h e 's  ju s t  too m uch of a  

f re e  s p ir i t .  She sa id  th a t w hen she got m a r r ie d , ,th e  m a r r ia g e  w as supposed  

to  take  p la ce  a t  12:00 noon, a n d  a t  11:00, the g u e s ts  w ere  a lr e a d y  s tre a m in g  

in to  the ho u se  and  she w as s t i l l  u p s ta i r s ,  no t d r e s s e d  -  and  h e r  s te p -m o th e r
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w as about to  hav e  a f it  b e c a u se  she w a s n 't  p re p a re d  to  re c e iv e  the 

g u e s ts . I find  m y se lf  som ew hat sy m p a th e tic  to  the  s te p -m o th e r !  And 

I can  u n d e rs ta n d  h e r  w hen she w as r e p o r te d  to have sa id  to A lice  w hen 

she  l e f t - - " I  a m  glad  y o u 're  going. ”

She spoke abou t how h e r  fa th e r  hunted  p e c c a r ie s  in  T ex as , I 

w onder w h ere  the p e c c a r ie s  w ould have b e e n --m a y b e  in  the  Big T h icke t?  

And ro p ed  w o lv es! And she a lso  sa id  th a t the  a n im a l h ead s  th a t hung in 

the  S ta te  D ining R oom  w e re  no t th e  r e s u l ts  of h is  s a fa r ie s  bu t w e re  ju s t  

good v e rs io n s  of A m e ric a n  a n im a l h ead s  w hich  he thought ought to be 

r e p re s e n te d  in  th e  W hite H ouse. And th a t w hen som e a r t i s t  w anted  to 

p u t a  lio n  on one of the m a rb le  m a n tle p ie c e s , he in s is te d , "No indeed , 

i t  should  be the bu ffa lo , the  b iso n , b e c a u se  th a t 's  the na tive  an im a l. " 

Lynda and  W a rrie  Lynn s a t  e n tra n c e d  and ask ed  m o re  im p o rta n t 

and re v e a lin g  q u es tio n s  th an  I d id . And th is  is  ju s t  th e  s o r t  of th ing  

th a t  I w an t Lynda B ird  h e r e  f o r ,  to  soak  i t  up. In fa c t, i t  w as a d e lic io u s  

h o u r and a  h a lf  u n til  I b eg an  to  w onder about g e ttin g  d re s s e d  in  o rd e r  to 

re c e iv e  a l l  the  S e n a to rs  fo r  d in n e r . And so f in a lly  we sa id  goodbye.

I d o n 't  know  w h e th e r I w ould lik e  to  be a ro u n d  w hen she w as 

d e s c r ib in g  the  v is i t  l a te r  on to  som ebody  e ls e  b ec au se  I d o n 't  know how 

we w ould a p p e a r  in  h e r  e y e s , I ju s t  know how she a p p e a re d  in  m in e - -  

a w om an who had  liv ed  a m ag n ifice n t life  in  a  g l i t te r in g  tow n th a t she 

had  loved  and had  d ru n k  i t  to  th e  d re g s .  She m en tio n ed  r a th e r  o ften  h e r
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g ran d d a u g h te r  who is  off a t  sch o o l and  sa id  th a t she w ould l ik e  to b r in g  h e r

h e re  to show h e r  the h o u se . And th a t is  so m eth ing  I  c e r ta in ly  w ant to see

th a t we c a r r y  out.

The o th e r  ev en t of the day  th a t m ade  a n  im p o rta n t day w as o u r  l a s t

d in n e r and  b r ie f in g  fo r  the S en a te . I  w onder why I  should  fe e l  s o r r y  fo r  o u r

h a rd  w ork ing  S e c re ta ry  of S ta te , and  fo r  M c N a m a ra , and  fo r  K e rm it G ordon

w h en , a f te r  a l l ,  it*s Lyndon w h o 's  doing a ll  of th is , and  so m uch  m o re  too?

P e rh a p s  i t 's  b e c au se  I 'm  so  u se d  to see ing Lyndon w o rk  so  h a rd  - a lso  b e c a u se

I th ink  he h a s  a  tho rough  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of how m uch  good i t  m ay  acco m p lish ^

and I w onder i f  they  do.

It w as fun to s tan d  in  lin e  in  the B lue Room  and see  m y  o ld  f r ie n d s  fro m

the S enate  w iv es , V idie B a r t le t t ,  Ellen P ro x m ire ,  R o se m a ry  S m a th e rs , and

B e tty  T a lm ad g e . And how w o n d erfu l to h e a r  fro m  S en a to r D annie Inouye th a t

h e ’s going to be  a  f a th e r ,  a f te r  15 y e a rs  of m a r r ia g e  and no ch ild re n ! H is
T ed

w ife i s  ou t in  H aw aii. T h e /K e n n e d y s  w e re  th e re  -  I  th ink  the f i r s t  K ennedy 

to c r o s s  the th re sh h o ld  on a  p a r ty  o c c a s io n  s in ce  the a s s a s s in a t io n .  She 

w as looking  v e ry  lo v e ly  in  a  r e d  v e lv e t d r e s s .  And M ary  E lle n  Mo n ro n ey  

and  I  w e re  ju s t  b eam in g  a t  each  o th e r  o v e r w hat we th ink  w e 'v e  a c c o m p lish e d  

to g e th e r  on the u p s ta i r s  ro o m s . W henever I look  a t  C l a i b o r n e  P e ll ,  I  th ink  

he is  one of the m o s t a r i s to c r a t i c  looking  m e m b e rs  of the Senate and  one of 

m o s t a r i s to c r a t i c  look ing  people  I know. A nd tha t A braham  R ib icoff is  one 

of the m o s t in te re s t in g  m en  I  know. The even ing  fo llow ed  the sam e  p a t te rn  -
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d r in k s , b r ie f in g , la d ie s  u p s ta i r s ,  in te re s t in g  re sp o n s e s  to a l l  the th ings th a t 

I  to ld  th em . One of the funny th ings of the even ing  w as th a t M rs , G ay lo rd  

N elso n  a r r iv e d  w ith  one of h e r  h e e ls  of h e r  shoe b ro k e n  h a lf  in  two, say ing  

th a t she  w as going to have to hobble a ro u n d  o v e r  the W hite H ouse the r e s t  

of the even ing ,  I  p ro m p tly  took off m y  shoe and  t r ie d  to put i t  on 

h e r  to see  if  we cou ld  sen d  h e r  u p s ta i r s  qu ick ly  fo r  a n o th e r  p a i r .  T hey  

d id n 't  qu ite  f it  and  then  W a rrie  L ynn, who a lw ays co m es to the r e s c u e ,  ju s t  

s tr o l le d  by and  s tu c k  out h e r  sho e . It w as the r ig h t s iz e  so C in d e re lla  w ent 

off to get h e r s e l f  f ix e d  up w ith  a n o th e r  p a ir  of shoes!
, ' ' _ , .T». "

Lyndon h a d  M a u ree n  N eu b e rg e r  on h is  r ig h t and  the lo v e ly  M rs , K ennedy

on h is  le f t .  He to a s te d  K en K eating , who w as the top R ep u b lican  p re s e n t .

And i t  w as with a lo t of p le a s u re ,  if  no t m u ch  advance  n o tic e , th a t I  to a s te d  M ike

M onroney , T h e r e 's  a  lo t   to  to a s t  h im  ab o u t too . One of the m a in  th ings

w as the s h e e r  c o u rag e  of vo ting  a g a in s t  r a is in g  the p r ic e  of o il b ack  in  the

days r ig h t  - w as i t  a f te r  o r  d u rin g  the w a r ' -  w hen the p r ic e  l in e s  w e re  being
w ith  . • ,

h e ld  to  p re v e n t in fla tio n . And the o il in d u s try  w ith  a  good d e a l on  i t s  s id e^

w as push ing  and  shoving fo r  a  r a is e  in  the p r ic e .  And Lyndon and  M ike

w e re  the only two fro m  anyw here  in  the o il-p ro d u c in g  s ta te s  who had  the -

w e ll, "g u ts"  is  the b e s t  w o rd  -  to vo te  to ho ld  the lin e .

A fte r  d in n e r , we w en t in  to the E a s t  Room  and th e re  w as dancing  - -  And 

we r e a l ly  h ad  q u ite  a  good tim e '. S en a to r S trom  T h u rm o n d  - -  an d  you ju s t  

c a n 't  h e lp «  lik in g  h im  in  sp ite  of h is  p o lit ic a l v iew s -  is  a  d e lig h tfu l d a n c e r
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a s  w e ll a s  a n  a c c o m p lish e d  p a s s e r -o u t  of c o m p lim e n ts . He danced  w ith  m e

a s  d id  p re t ty  n e a r  - w e ll, m o s t of the peop le  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in  i t .  Of c o u rse

i t 's  m o s t fun of a l l  to dance w ith  G eo rg e  S m a th e rs , At le a s t  we pu t in  a  good
'I

day  an d  a  good t r y  -  and  i t  w as fun. A nd w h a t's  m o re  they  had  b r e a s t  of
tr

ch ick en  W ashington.^ O ur f r ie n d s  a r e  r e a l ly  going to have to g e t u s e d  to a  

lo t  of ch ick en  if  we keep  on having  a s  m an y  p a r t ie s  a s  w e 'v e  s ta r te d  out.
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