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This m orning, Friday, January 31st, w as the f ir s t  tim e to m eet one of 
i| //'

the p oster  ch ildren . It w as Tim othy . C arro ll, s ix , who is  a v ictim  of 
and

hem ophilia , xrf the National H em ophilia Foundation had brought him to the 

White H ouse to begin its  cam paign to help the hundred thousand or so  v ic tim s  

of the d ise a se . He w as a sligh t, fr a il, s e lf -p o s s e s s e d ,  engaging litt le  boy, 

sitting  on the ye llow  sofa in  the Oval D iplom atic Room when I got down there,

I sa t down by him - he w as ea sy  to talk to - neither Tim othy or I w ere afraid  

of the cam eras or the people -  and it .was so r t of fun. His m other and father  

w ere there, as w e ll as quite a host of new spaper people. He told m e about 

s ix  broth ers and s is te r s  and I told him  about Lynda and Luci and then I gave 

h im  the usual good w ish es  for getting better and a copy of the guide book.

It's a v ery  sm a ll thing of doubtful value but if  it helps cause  somebody to put a dollar  

in  the pot, why not.

At lunch, just by curious chance, I wandered out into the h all and th ere-

by happened to m eet Lyndon's g u est,  who am azingly  enough, w as the head of 

the Mormon Church, the v ery  e ld er ly  Dr, D aniel McKay- - I b e liev e  he i s  

ca lled  the "Presid en t" of the M ormon Church ,  h is  son and one or two other  

outstanding m em b ers. They are a body of people I r e sp ec t very  m uch and 

I w as glad to get to m eet them and glad that Lyndon is  being exposed  to so m any  

fa cets  of our l i fe .  Going to Utah in I960 is  som ething I w ill alw ays rem em b er, 

I told him  how the M orm ons had stopped in  T exas som e 10 or 15 y ea rs  on 

their long, long journey a c r o s s  our continent; and how there is  s t i l l  a
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cem etery  there c lo se  by to which it is  sa id , each year som ebody returns 

and c lean s up the g ra v es .

This afternoon Lynda B ird  and W arrie Lynn helped  m e out in m eeting  

a hundred high school students who are v is itin g  W ashington under a U. S. 

Senate program  financed by the W illiam  H earst foundation, Suprisingly  

enough, the gentlem an standing by m y s id e ,  the ch ief sponsor of the program , 

M r, G eorge H e a r s t, had been introduced to m e by a le tte r  from  F. D, Brown, 

m y frien d  of U n iversity  days, of m ore than 30 y ea rs  ago. There w ere two 

you n gsters from  each  state  and it  w as e sp e c ia lly  n ice  for m e that it  w as an 

A labam a g ir l who got h er p icture m ade with m e. Her nam e'w as Lee D avis 

of Auburn and she knew m y Alabam a cou sin s there! And the only trouble  

w as that a s  she pinned an orchid  on m e, it 's  m y face that show s and not h e r s ,  

I w ish  we had a p icture the other way around.

One thing that never c e a s e s  to bother m e about this p resen t situation
■ ' , ■ ■ DnvJ

and about a ll that I seem  to do about Alabam a and G eorgia and my southern
•jfe

background is  to give a litt le  extra  p ressu re  of the hand those youngsters  

who go down the line and announce that they are from  those s ta te s . It's a m ighty  

sm a ll exchange for the heritage of c lo se n e ss  I fe e l to them , but at th is stage  

in  our h isto ry , how to get in there for a u se fu l public m eeting^

T hese youngsters w ere chosen  b ecau se of their high grades and sp e c ia l 

in te r e st  in public a ffa irs  and I think it w as a v ery  w orth-w hile thing for the 

foundation^and for m e too, I enjoyed it.
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Tonight is  another one of those things planned just for m e, se lf-in d u lgen ce ,

duty, no con sid eration . I went to dinner at the Abe Fortas* -  just Lynda B ird,

W arrie Lynn and I -  we w ere  a ll d re sse d  up in evening c lo th es, sat around and

had a d elic io u s drink. We talked to two of the m ost fascinating people I know
^  /rf^V an Gogh

Abe and C arol - and then we w isked off to see  The Van Gogh  Exhibit at the
A

W ashington G allery  of M odern A rt. The N etherlands A m bassador and Madam 

Van Roijan whom I've known for a long tim e in sp eech  c la s s ,  and M rs, A dely n  

Breeskin, the curator of the G allery , about who, I've heard such grand th ings. 

And the e ld er ly , beam ing, n e phew of the a r tis t , w hose nam e is  a lso  Vincent 

Van Gogh esc o r te d  m e around. It w as a sm a ll g a llery  and a sm a ll crowd  

and a very  im p r e ss iv e  exhib it. I'd alw ays thought of Van Gogh as  b rillian t  

co lo r s , o ra n g e-ish , y e llo w s, g reen s -  the sun flow ers stick  p articu larly  in  

m y m ind. I didn't r ea liz e  what a trem endous range he had. One o f  the 

sadd est things w as a painting o f h is  own sh oes -v e r y  w e ll worn shoes they 

w ere . It w as a pair he had when he m u st have been  v ery  m uch influenced  by

Rem brandt or som e of the ea r ly  F lem ish  people b ecause a ll  the c o lo r s  are
. . .

v ery  dark indeed. And then there w as one u tter ly  ch arm in^ th at I loved  -  

ca lled , I think, The H a r v e s t. It w as ju st a spread-out farm  scen e - bright 

colors-. I would adore to have it, unfortunately I don't have the hundred or 

so  thousand that it  would take to get it . When you think that the m an only  

painted ten y ea rs  and you see  aU the range that he went through, and a ll  

the in flu en ces that took hold of h im , it 's  r ea lly  a m o st rem arkable thing.
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And then a s  h is life  approached its  end, you see  the brush  strok es getting  

broader and broader - or so it  seem s to m e. And the v ery  la s t  canvas was 

a dark, brooding thing that looked lik e  a storm  com ing up over the landscape  

and big b lack  b irds fly ing . I'm not sure but I think that is  the la s t  one before  

he com m itted  su ic id e . Lyndon would have liked  th is actually , becaus e- 

the working people who w ere w orking w e r e  rea lly  w orking. They w ere  

liftin g , and toting and u sin g  their m u sc le s . And there w as one that w as  

ca lled  the "Potato E aters"  that w as -  w e ll, fo lks of the so il and they could  

have occu rred in  any country. It had a quality that reached  around the 

w orld w h erever people work.

" This was one of the even ings that I g u e ss  that I have this p leasan t job to
.i

thank fo r  b ecau se perhaps if  there weren*t for the s ligh t prod of im agining
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ihat.would be of som e public u s e f u ln e s s /1 1that^would be of som e public u s e fu ln e s s /  I would not have gone to this exh ib it 

w hich I actu a lly  enjoyed v ery  m uch.
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