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W A S M I N O T O N

M onday, F e b ru a ry  3, 1964

T oday  h as  b een  one of th o se  g o o d -b ad  d ay s . Only m o d e ra te ly  h a rd .

The m a in  ev en t w as Lynda B ird  s ta r t in g  schoo l th is  m o rn in g  a t  G eorge  

W ashington , and  a s  I lo o k  a t  the S ta r  and  the N ew s, I*m g ra te fu l th a t she 

a lm o s t  n e v e r  ta k e s  a  b ad  p ic tu re  and  I*m g lad  too th a t they did give h e r  

c r e d i t  fo r  being  a  s tr a ig h t  A s tu d en t, w hich she a lm o s t i s ,  honor r o l l  and 

th re e  A*s, th re e  B*s, ^ e s t  s e m e s te r  a t  the U n iv e rs ity , a lthough  h e re  she*s

ju s t  going to take n ine h o u rs  a t  G eo rg e  W ashington  and then  an o th e r  s ix

“H-
h o u rs  by  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  fro m  the U n iv e rs ity ,__^^o offense  in ten d ed  to a l l

the o th e r  U n iv e rs i t ie s  in  the w o rld  bu t n a tu ra lly , the U n iv e rs ity  of T e x a s , 

f ro m  w hich she h o p es , so m ed ay , to ge t h e r  d e g re e ,

I  r e a d  , too, Lynda*s f i r s t  in te rv ie w  w ith  D orothy  M cC ard l e , p ro b ab ly  

the k in d e s t of them  a l l ,  I  th in k  - and  I ' d  give i t  p ro b ab ly  an  A p lu s . She 

som ehow  m a n a g e s  to say  ju s t  about a l l  the r ig h t  th ings you can  and  a  few  of 

the w rong  th in g s . And to w ind up w ith  h u m o r -  you can  g e t out of a  lo t of 

th ings w ith  h u m o r -  and how I w ish  I knew  how to hand le  i t .  She m ak es  i t  

r e a l  p o s itiv e  she*s going to g e t h e r  schoo l w o rk  done f i r s t  and  then  laugh ing ly  

s a y s , "How can  daddy s ig n  the ed u ca tio n  b i l l  if  I don 't  ge t m y  sch o o l w o rk  done” . 

In  o th e r  w o rd s , it*s ju s t  a  good co m b in a tio n  of a  job of he lp ing  h e re  -  such  a s  

shak ing  han d s w ith  495 young D e m o c r a t s  fro m  New Y o rk  C ity  on S a tu rd ay  

a fte rn o o n  - and  then  re c e iv in g  the 100 h igh  schoo l s tu d en ts  h e re  fro m  e v e ry  

s ta te  in  the  un ion , who w e re  b ro u g h t b e c a u se  of th e ir  high s c h o la s tic  stand ing  

b y  the H e a r s t  F ou n d a tio n , And* then  the g a ie ty  of s tay in g  long and  dancing
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\  la te  a t  M arta*s w edding re c e p tio n . And she a lso  b a la n c e s  -  w e ll, the
Q jxjiA .p^

s e r io u s n e s s  of h e r  rea d in g  w hich r ig h t now is  W ill D u ran t, Caesar and  and

C h r is t ,  w ith  the lig h t touch of going out to h e a r  the new  C h r is ty  M in s tre ls ,  

w ith  two u n nam ed  d a te s . I  don*t b e liev e  th a t b r ig h t s p i r i t  w ill e v e r  be
iz

h a rn e s s e d  and  I don*t w ant h e r  to get t o   fee lin g  h a ra s s e d  by n ew sp ap e r 

p eo p le , b u t I  ju s t  depend  on h e r  fo r  hav ing  the b a la n ce  to f it  in  w h ere  I 

can*t f it  in , and  then  to b rin g  m e  joy . Am I a sk in g  too m uch  of a  19 y e a r  

o ld ?
V

T he b ig  c h o re  of the day  w as abou t 4;15 th is  a f te rn o o n  w hen we m e t

co lleg e  e d ito rs  p re su m a b ly  fro m  a l l  o v e r  the U nited  S ta te s , in  the E a s t
7

f  R oom , T hey  w e re  b il le d  to be abou t 400 of them  -  i t  s e e m ed  to m e  v a s tly

m o re . It w as sp o n so re d  by the O v e rse a s  P r e s s  C lub, w ith  a  r a th e r  enoormous 

g roup  of a s s is ta n t  s p o n so rs , one of whom  w a s  the C oca C ola C om pany -  and  

i t  s e e m s  lik e  e v e ry  o th e r  th ird  p e rs o n  I m e t w as one of the sp o n so rs . I 

w ould n o t say  i t  i s  ou r m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l  a c tiv ity  in  the W hite H ouse, F i r s t ,  

we w alked  in to  the E a s t  Room  w h ere  ev ery b o d y  w as a lre a d y  s e a te d  and  I w ent 

to the m ic ro p h o n e  and  in tro d u c e d , w ith  a  few  w o rd s , H al H olbrook , who does 

a n  im ita tio n  of a  w ell-k n o w n  n e w sp ap e r m an  of long tim e  ago , M ark  Tw ain 

of  The Territorial Ente r p r i s e .  H is m akeup  is  f a n ta s tic a lly  good. I t took him  

th re e  an d  a  h a lf  h o u rs  to pu t i t  on. He c am e  in  and  w as ju s t  ge ttin g  u n d e r  

w ay r e a l  good, w hen to m y h o r r o r , in to  the room  w alked  Lyndon, bounded

 ̂ r ig h t up on the s ta g e , s tu c k  out h is  hand , sa id , "I*ve a lw ay s  w an ted  to m e e t
/V

M r. T w ain , and  so  now*s m y  c h a n c e " ,  s hook hands w ith  h im , tu rn e d  to

-p.
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the au d ien ce , sa id  about th re e  o r  fou r good s e n te n c e s , in  w hich he quoted  

 gy
‘ M irab e a u  B onaparte L a m a r ,  one of the f i r s t  g o v e rn o rs  of T e x a s , abou t an  

ed u ca ted  mind is the g u a rd ia n  gen ius of d e m o c ra c y , the only d ic ta to r  w hich 

f re e  m en  w an t, and  so fo r th  and  so fo r th , then tu rn e d  and  bounded out of

the ro o m , I don*t know who w as m o re  f la b b e rg a s te d  -  m e o r H al H olb rook , 

b u t I wan t  to sa y  he w as a  g re a t  t ro u p e r—h e  c a m e  t o  q u i c k , he took the 

au d ien ce  b ack , and  he w as r e a l ly  de ligh tfu l! ^  E ven  if  I w as the only 

p e rs o n  in  the room  who c lap p ed  w hen he s a id  -  'We h e a r  a  lo t  about the 

freed o m  of the p r e s s  bu t w h a t d o  w e  h ea r  about the freed o m  of the p e rs o n  

th a t the p r e s s  is  in te rv ie w in g ,"  It w as 20 m in u te s  of w o n d erfu l th e a tre  

b ro k e n  by th a t m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  in te r lu d e  of Lyndon*s - ,  And, in c id e n ta lly , 

the n ex t m o rn in g  D oro thy  M cC ard l e 's   s to ry  about i t   h ead lin ed  w ith
■

Tw ain Did M eet and  W as D e r a i le d . T hen w hen the e n te r ta in m e n t w as o v e r  

I w ent in to  the E a s t  Room  and Lynda and  I  s tood  in lin e  and  m e t them  a l l .

The A ide to ld  m e the c o lle g e s  fro m  w hich  each  one c a m e . T h e re  s e e m e d  to 

be a n  en o rm o u s  p re p o n d e ra n c e  of c o lle g e s  c lo se  a t  hand  -  c o lle g e s  on the 

Ea s te r n  s e a b o a rd . T h e re  w e re  v e ry  few  fro m  the sou th  and  n o t m an y  fro m  

the w e s t. If th e re  w e re  only  400 peop le  -  I*m no t a  v e ry  good e s tim a to r  of 

a  c ro w d  - I  d id  n o t find  them  a s  re sp o n s iv e  a s  m o s t g ro u p s a r e ,  th a t i s ,  i t  

w as only  ab o u t e v e ry  20th p e rso n  who cam e by  w ho s a id ,  " I t ’ s so  n ice  of 

you to have u s  h e re" ,"W e  en joyed  M ark  T w ain  so m uch" , o r  "T h an k  Y ou". 

T hey  m u s t be  a  p re t ty  c y n ic a l bunch, a t  a  tim e in  life  and  p e rh a p s  g e ttin g  

in to  a  p ro fe s s io n  w h ere  th ey  th ink  they  have to r e g a rd  the w o rld  a sk an ce
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and p e rh a p s  p a r t ic u la r ly  p o litic s  m o s t of a l l .  W ell, i t  w ill be in te re s t in g  

to see  w hat s o r t  of m a il  we g e t fro m  them*

A fte r  f in ish in g  the lin e  and m ak ing  a  few  l i t t le  fo ra y s  in to  th e  E a s t  Room  

w h ere  they  w e re  a l l  having  r e f r e s h m e n ts  and  a sk e d  them  to m ak e  th e m se lv e s  

a t  h om e, I  q u ick ly  w ent u p s ta i r s .  L a te r  on I h ad  a  b r ie f  s e s s io n  w ith  Liz 

and D ick N elson  abou t i t ,  in  w hich  I sa id , "N ex t tim e  l e t ’s do s e v e ra l  of the 

fo llow ing th in g s , (1), m ake s u re  th a t g u e s ts  leav e  th e ir  c a m e ra s  o u tsid e  and  

c o n s id e r  th a t they  a r e  a t  a  p a r ty , and  no t a t  the zoo , o r  on a  sight-s e e in g  

ex p ed itio n , (2) m ak e  s u re  th a t of the sp o n so rs , th e re  i s  a  m o d e ra te  n u m b er 

and  th a t they  don*t - I r e a l ly  h ad  the fee lin g  th a t th e re  w ere  an  e x tr a o rd in a ry
[(S')] ■ ■

 ̂ n u m b er of sp o n so rs  a long  h e re ;  and  then , la s t ly ,  p e rh a p s  we a r e  having  too

m an y  g ro u p s  too e a s y , p e rh a p s  i t  w ould be b e s t  fo r  o u r  own budget, s tre n g th  

and  a p p e a ra n c e  in  the pub lic  ey e , even  fo r  the p le a s u re  of those  who do co m e,

if  we h ad  a  few  le s s  g ro u p s . A lthough I  w e ll re m e m b e r  th a t it*s I  whoi»> is
11

alw ay s h a rp in g  o n , L et*s have young p eo p le , young p eo p le , young p eo p le .

T hen I  took  a b r ie f  d a sh  out to t ry  to find  m y se lf  a  couple  of h a ts .  Success-*

ful  i t  w as , I  think, and  r e tu rn e d  in  tim e to w o rk  on l e t t e r s  and  b i l ls  w ith  A sh ton ,

A bout a n  hour^s w o rk  b e tw een  sev en  a n d  e ig h t o r  m aybe e ig h t th ir ty . She g e ts

h e re  la te  bu t she*s leav in g  aw fu lly  la te  too and  I can*t h e lp  bu t w o r ry  about h e r

b e c a u se  she lo o k s p re t ty  p a le  and  h a s  a  five  m o n ths old  b aby .
to

T hen  I s lip p ed  q u ie tly  o v e r  to the W hite H ouse t o  Lyndon 's office d e te rm in e d

no t to r a i s e  any  o b jec tio n s  abou t how la te  d in n e r  m ig h t b e . It w as p ro b ab ly  e igh t
V,. ■

th ir ty  w hen I got o v e r  th e re .  T h e re  w as P ie r r e  S a lin g e r, W alte r Jen k in s ,
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Ja c k  B ro o k s , A. W ,, fo r  aw h ile  W a l te r .  We s a t  a ro u n d  and  had  a  d r in k

and  d is c u s s e d  the cond ition  in  T e x a s , At the l a s t  m in u te , a f te r  we had

hoped  so m u ch  and  r e a l ly  thought i t  w as going to w o rk  out/\^ John w ould no t

have an  opponent, he i s  -  Don Y arb o ro u g h  announcec^ and  i t  a p p e a re d  i t  w as

u n d e r  the a u s p ic e s  of L a b o r, so m ew h ere  d u rin g  the l a s t  two h o u rs  th a t 's

p o s s ib le  to announce^- nobody announced  a g a in s t S en a to r Y arb o ro u g h  so he*s

g e ttin g  a  f r e e  r id e .  It is  no t h a rd  to im ag in e  how p e o p le ^ l ik e  Jim  W righ t

and  Joe K i lg o r e   and  John  h im se lf   a r e  fee lin g  ton igh t. And som e of the

b i t te r n e s s  th a t i s ,  no doubt, being  d ire c te d  ou r way. F o r  the s u c c e s s  of the

a d m in is tra t io n   i t  w ould be so m uch  b e t te r  i f  th e re  w e re  no fig h t, no sp lit ,

no b loody  knock-dow n, d ra g -o u t in  T ex as  in  e i th e r  the G o v e rn o r 's  r a c e  o r

the S e n a to r 's  r a c e .  And now i t 's  n o t happening  th a t w ay, T h e re   is   going to 
ju s t

b e /o n e  r a c e  and  th a t 's  going to be  the G o v e rn o r 's  r a c e  and  though John*s going 

to w in i t  I  b e t a n y th in g , i t 's  going to be  an  e x e r tio n  of s tre n g th  th a t he doesn*t 

r e a l ly  have to s p a re  r ig h t now -  and  of m oney  and  of s p ir i tu a l  e ffo r t.  T h is  

is  no t a  good n ig h t fo r  u s  - o r  fo r  h im , L yndon c a lle d  h im  an d  ta lk e d  to h im  

a  long tim e . I 'm  g lad  he d id  - i t  m u s t have b een  a  h a rd  c a ll  fo r  Lyndon to 

m a k e . It m u s t  have b e e n  abou t lik e  c lim b in g  one of the H im alay an  peak s  w ithou t 

y ou r sh o e s  on.

Q uite  la te  a g a in  - so m eth in g  a f te r  10:30 we h ad  d in n e r w ith  A, W ., Ja ck  

B ro o k s , and  I  b e liev e  W alte r Jen k in s  w as w ith  u s , and  P i e r r e ,  too. So th is  

is  the end  of F e b ru a ry  3 rd , M onday, w hich  h as  b een  one of th o se  days w hen you 

lo o k  fo rw a rd  to the end  of the te n  m onths o r  w h a tev e r i t  i s  th a t y o u 're  in  th is  

o ffice .
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