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M r.

T h is  m o rn in g  I h ad  abou t an  h o u r w ith  K etchum , spending  i t  m o s tly  in  o u r 

own fa m ily  s ittin g  room  a t  the w e s t end  of the h a l l  -  and  then  in  the Q u een 's  

R oom . I  w an t to ge t m y s e lf  in  the m ood and  in  the know ledge fo r  to n ig h t’s 

re c e p tio n  - the f i r s t  of the s ix  coffee h o u rs  w ith  the m e m b e rs  of the H ouse 

of R e p re s e n ta t iv e s .  We only  la c k  a  l i t t le  b it  of fin ish in g  the seco n d  f lo o r  -
I

I th ink  two m o re  s e s s io n s  w ith  M r. K etchum  and 1*11 know ab o u t a s  m u ch  a s  

I c an  c a r r y  in  m y  h e ad  about th is  floor* F ro m  then  on i t  w ill be  read in g

abou t i ts  p eo p le , a n e c d o te s , soak ing  up the life  th a t’s gone on w ith in  the
'  "*1

w a lls .  ,

T h e re  w e re  w o rk  h o u rs  w ith  L iz  and  B e ss  b u t the m a in  e f fo r t  of the day 

w as c o n c e n tra te d  to w ard s  s ix  o 'c lo c k  - r a th e r  b e ca u se  of the d ebate  of 

the C iv il R ig h ts  B ill -  i t  had  to be ch an g ed  to 6:30. A re c e p tio n  fo r  H ouse 

M e m b e rs , abou t 130 s tro n g , w ith  the u s u a l  g roup ing  to give them  a  b r ie f in g , 

M cN am ara , S taa ts  of the B udget, S e c re ta ry  Rusk;-- th is  tim e  V irginia, w as , 

m is s in g . Lyndon and  I  s to o d  in  the B lue Room  and  re c e iv e d . It took  u s  

abou t 30 m in u te s  to g a th e r  -  I  had  m ad e  a  few  p re l im in a ry  c a lls  to th o se  on

the l i s t  th a t w e re  m y  c lo s e s t  f r ie n d s  -  to s o r t  of h e lp  keep  th ings going.
^  y t \ c d t ± d l s L * ~ .  (6 D

N a tu ra lly , I  could  count on two of m y  o ld  75t h   club m e m b e rs , M attilee

G ra n t and  M rs ,  H a r ry  S h ep h erd  of C a lifo rn ia , And th e re  w as the lo v e ly  and

sm o o th  M rs ,  J a m e s  R o o se v e lt and  M rs . M ontoya  fro m  New M exico who is

su ch  a  good m ix e r ,  an d  M rs . M acM illan  fro m  South C a ro lin a , and , of c o u rs e ,

 ̂ in my own T e x as  d e leg a tio n , H elen  M ahon, It w as a  b ig  lo s s  no t to have

D avis th e re  b e c a u se  she can  a lw ay s h e lp  ou t if  i t ’s b u s in e s s  and  w ith  the p arty ^
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W hen m o s t of them  h ad  g a th e re d , we h ad  a  l i t t le  ru ffle  of d ru m s  out in  the 

h a l l  by the M arin e  B and and  then  Lyndon sa id  two o r th re e  s im p le  se n te n c e s  

w hich  is  the re a s o n  fo r hav ing  them  h e re ,  th a t he  w an ted  them  to com e -  no t
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to sed u ce  them -- b e c a u se  h e  knew  th a t th e re  w e re  m an y  who d iffe re d  w ith  h im  

y e s te rd a y  an d  w ould to m o rro w  - b u t to  s h a re  w ith  h im  the in fo rm a tio n  th a t 

c a u se d  h im  to a c t  a s  he  does a c t  - an d  th a t if  a l l  the m en  w ould jo in  h im , and  

of c o u rs e ,  the two o r  th re e  la d ie s  who a r e  a lso  m e m b e rs  of the H ouse, they  

w ould go in to  the E a s t  Room  and h av e  a  b r i e f i n g .^  And so , I then  sa id , " L e t 's  

u s  la d ie s  go u p s ta i r s " ,  and  I h ad  som ebody  s ta s h e d  a s id e  - I b e lie v e  i t  w as 

A sh ton  - to m ak e  s u re  th a t M rs , M cC o rm ack , the s p e a k e r ’s w ife^w as a sk e d  

to go up in  the  e le v a to r  b e c a u se  sh e ’s a  l i t t le  b it  too e ld e r ly  and  i t 's  a  l i t t le  

b i t  too d iff icu lt fo r  h e r  to ta ck le  the s te p s .  And a lso  anybody e ls e  th a t w ould 

a d m it to be in g  t ire d , or hav ing  a  s o re  le g , and  m o s t of u s  t r o oped  up the h a ll ,  up 

the s t a i r s .  We m ad e  the sa m e  t r ip  th a t we d id  w ith  the th re e  Senate g ro u p s  

b u t th is  tim e  I  th ink  i t  w as a lm o s t even  m o re  fun, b e c a u se  th e re  w e re  so m an y  

o f them  th a t cam e up to m e an d  sa id , " T h is  i s  so m eth in g  I 'v e  a lw ays w an ted  

to do a l l  the y e a r s  I 'v e  b een  in  W ashing ton" -  and  i t ’s a  v e ry  p le a s a n t fee lin g  

to know th a t you’r e  g iv ing  som e joy  - sh a r in g  som e in te r e s t ,  and  r ig h t h ere* s  

w h ere  I 'm  g lad  th a t I 'v e  le a rn e d  e v e ry  b it  of in fo rm a tio n  th a t I  hav e  fro m  M r, 

K etchum , A lthough they  th re w  m e a few  th a t I cou ldn ’t a n s w e r . F o r  in s ta n c e ,

?is  L in c o ln ’s b ed  m ad e  ou t of ro sew o o d . B e ss  is  doing the advancing  ou t in  

C a lifo rn ia  and  s o re ly  m is s e d , b u t we w e re  e x tre m e ly  w e ll h e lp ed  out by  L iz , 

W endy, and  A sh ton .
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One of th e ir  g r e a te s t  in t e r e s t s  a s  w h ere  the c h i ld re n 's  ro o m s w e re , 

b u t th o se  I c o u ld n 't  show them  b e c a u se  I had  qu ick ly  le a rn e d  th a t the c h ild re n  

do no t w ant m e to and  b e s id e s  L uc i is  s t i l l  s ic k  in  b ed  w ith  a  co ld , o r  p e rh a p s  

i t 's  a  l i t t le  touch of flu .

I h ad  a  n ice  ch an ce  to te l l  M rs . A rends  of I ll in o is , one of the m o s t a t t r a c -

tive  R ep u b lican s , th a t E lo ise  c o n s id e rs  h e r  the b e s t  t r av e lin g  com pan ion  and  

th a t I  en v ied  them  th e ir  t r ip .  A nd I k ep t on h e a r in g  o v e r and  o v e r , e s p e c ia lly  

fro m  the m en , a s  they  w ould com e in  the re c e iv in g  lin e  a t  f i r s t ,  n ice  th ings 

abou t Lyndon and  about how h e 's  r e g a rd e d  a c r o s s  the co u n try . With fu ll 

u n d e rs ta n d in g  of how qu ick ly  th a t fee lin g  w ill m e lt  lik e  m is t  b e fo re  the sun
I

a s  the cam p a ig n  g e ts  u n d e r  way,  i t w as ba lm  to h e a r  i t .

A fte r  abou t 45 m in u te s  we w en t down s ta i r s  to the S tate D ining R oom  w h ere  

the m e n  jo in ed  us th e re  qu ick ly . I t w as a  n ice  w ork ing  ou t of lo g is t ic s .  And 

th e re  the tab le  w as s p re a d  w ith  som e r e a l ly  good - b u t w ith  m y  p ra c t ic e d  eye 

I  n o tic e d  - p re t ty  e co n o m ica l r e f r e s h m e n ts .  T h e re  w as m y  c h ili  con Q ueso  -  

a  b ig  bow l of i t  on one end  of the tab le  -  ev e ry b o d y  h e lp ed  th e m se lv e s  abundan tly  - 

ev e ry b o d y  w as r e a l  gay - i t  w as a  happy  even ing . It h ad  to end  r a th e r  e a r ly  

fo r  Lyndon -  th a t p a r t  of i t ,  th a t i s  -  b e c a u se  a t  8:15 h e 's  hav ing  a  s tag  d in n e r 

o f 32 m e n  u p s ta i r s  to ta lk  abou t fo re ig n  a f f a i r s ,  h ead ed  by M r. B a ll, They 

w e re  su p p o sed  to s lip  q u ie tly  up in  the e le v a to r  and  so  they  d id  -  a t  le a s t ,  I  

n o tic e d  no m in g lin g  o r  jugg ling  and  ab o u t a  l i t t le  b i t  p a s t  e igh t, I  s a id  goodnight 

to o u r  C ongressionail g u es ts  an d  w ent u p s ta i r s  to m y  own room  fo r  e x e rc is e s  

and  sign ing  m a il  and  re a d in g  up on th ings I 'd  m is s e d  d u rin g  the day .
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W ell, th a t 's  one down and five to go and  if  the p o ck e t book can  ho ld  out 

the m u sc le s  s u re ly  can  -a n d  r e a l ly  I found i t  fun!

In r e - r e a d in g  - o r  r a th e r  going o v e r  w hat cam e ou t in  today’ s p a p e r

abou t the co lleg e  ev en t y e s te rd a y , to som e e x ten t I have to r a te  i t  a  l i t t le
/ •

above the low  e s tim a te  th a t I gave i t  y e s te rd a y . It w as a  n ice  p ic tu re  of a  

g r e a t  m an y  young people  who g a th e re d  in  the b a llro o m . T h ree  o r fo u r good 

s to r ie s  w hich  c e r ta in ly  pu t the a c c e n t on youth . W hat I  w ould lik e  to know 

is  w hat th o se  peop le  take  b a c k  w ith  them  to I llin o is  and  New J e r s e y  and 

W ashing ton  S tate  o r  w h e re v e r  they  cam e from ^

- i V .


