MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
Q ' ' ‘ o WASHINGTON

(" Tuesday, February 4, 1964
- Mr.

This morning I had about an hour with Ketchum, spending it mostly in our
own family sitting room at the west end of the hall - and then in the Queen's
Room. I want‘ to get myself in the mood and in the knowledge for tonight's
reception - the first of the six coffe.e hours with the members of the Houee
of Repreeentative s. We o.nly lack a little bit of finishing the second floor -
I think two more sessions with Mr. Ketchum and I'll.know about as rnuch as
I can carry in my head about this floor, From then on it will be reading
about its peop];e; | anecdotes, soaking up the life that's gone on within the
walls. : o

There were ‘work houre wrth Liz and Bess but the rnain effort of the day

was concentrated towards tia six ofclock - rather because of the debate of

the Civil R1ghts Bill - it had to be changed to 6:30. A reception for House

Members, about 130 strong. \mth the usual grouping to give them a briefing.
' /

McNama.ra, | Staats of the Budget, Secretary Rusk,e\ this time V1rgm1a was .
m1ss1ng.f Lundon and I‘etoo‘d 1n the Blue Roorn and recewed. It took us
about 30 minutes to gathevr -1 had made a few prelrminary calls to those on
the list that were my closest fr1ends ~ to sort of help keep things going.,

Mnackbel cz,
Naturally, 1 could count on two of my dgi)?&hixm club members, Natalie ’Q’f"

>

Grant and Mrs, Ha.rry Shepherd of Cahforma. And there was the lovely and
smooth Mrs, James Roosevelt and Mrs, Montoya.,;fr/om New Mexico who is

such a good m1xer, and Mrs, MacM111a.n from South Carolina, and of course,
my own Texas delegation, Helen Mahon, It was a big loss not to have &-y

N

Davis there because she can always help out if it's business and with the party,
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When most of them had gathered, we had a little ruffle of drums out in the
hall by the Marine Band and then Lyndon said two or three simple sentences

which is the reason for having them here, that he wanted them to come - not

to seduce themp because he knew that there were many who differed with him
yesterday and would torhorrew - but to share with him the information that
caused him to aet as he does act - and that if all the men would join him, and
of course, the two or three ladies who are also members of the House, they
would go into lthe East Room and hav& a briefing.;ﬁind so; I then said; "Let's
us ladies go upetairs", and I had somebody stashed asi;le - I believe it was
Ashton - to make eure that Mrs, McCo?maek, | the _s:__peaker's"Wife)was asked
to go up in theelevatof b‘ecause she's a little bit too elderly and it's a little
bit too difficult forEhegl: to tackle the steps.” And also anybody else that would
admit to.bemg t1red‘:::;1avmg a sor‘e lekg, and most.of us trouped up the hall, up
the sta1rs; | We made the same trip that we d1d w1|:h the three Senate groups
iaut this time 1 thmk it was almost even more fun, because there were so many
of them that came up to me and said; "This is soraething I've always wanted
to do a].l_ the ;ears I'.ve béén 1n Washiagton'; - and it's a very pleasant feeling . |
to know tﬁhat“..yeu"r:e g;i.;ring'so.me Jjoy - sharing eorhe infea'eet;' and r-ight’here's-
where I'mr glac‘li tl;at I've lea;'ned every bit of infox;matioa that I have from Mr,
Ketchum, Alfheagh‘they threw me a few that I couldn't answer. Fovr instance,
) d2

is Lincoln's bed made out of rosewood.
-

Bess is doing the advancing out in
Cahfonua and sorely missed, but we were extremely well helped out by Liz,

Wendy, and Ashton. :
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One of their greatest interests%as where the children's rooms were,
but those I couldn't show them because I had quickly learned that the children
do not want me to and besides Luci is still sick in bed with a cold, or perhaps
it's a little touch of flu,
: sdnd
I had a nice chance to tell Mrs, Afl—rens of Illinois, one of the most attrac-
tive Republicans, that Eloise considers her the Eis_tiraveling companion and
' that I envied them theiJ." trip. And I kept on heariug over and over, especially
from the men, as they would come in the receiving line at first, nice things
about Lyndou and about how he's rega}ded across the country, With full
understanding of how quickly that feeling wdll melt 1ike mist before the sun
(\‘/a-\ as the campaign gets under Way).‘ /kt"vzans balm to hear it.

After about 45 minutes v;_re.went dovtrn s';tairs to the State Dining Room where
the. mlen joined us vthere quichly. It was a nice working out of logistics, And
there the table was spread with some really good'-' but with my practic-ed eye
‘I noticed - pi'-e‘tt;ecohor’n‘ioalu 1"e£.reshr‘n‘ents.‘ UT‘.h-ere .was‘my chili con Queso_ -
a big bowl of it ort one eud of the:tahle - eve.r:ybody helped themselves abundantly -
everybody was rea.l gay - it was a happy evemng. It had to end rather early
for Lyndon - that part of 1t, that is - because at 8 15 he 8 having a stag dinner
of 32 men upstan's to talk about fore1gn a.ffalrs, headed by Mr, Ball They
were supposed to slip qu:.etly up in the elevator and so they did - at least, 1
noticed no mmglmg or Jugglmg and about a 11tt1e bit past eight, I said goodnight
\ € to our Congressmnal gue‘st‘s and™ went upsta1rs to my own room for exercises
0 | and signing maii and r‘eadir‘lg: up on things I'd missed during the day,
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Well, that's one down and fi§e to go and if the pocketbook can hold out
the ml;scles surely can -and really I found it fun!
In re~-reading -~ or rather going over what came out in today's paper
about the college ew‘/ent yesterday, to some extent I have to rate it a little
é.bove the low estimate that I gave it/yesterday.. It was a nice picture of a

great many young people who gathered in the ballroom., Three or four good

stories which certainly put the accent on youth, What I would like to know

- is what those people take back with them to Illinois and New Jexsey and

?

Washington S.tate‘or wherever they cai'n_e from,




