
W ednesday, F e b ru a ry  5, 1964    W H D

It b eg an  e a r ly ,  g e ttin g  up in  the d a rk  h o u r of 6:30 in  o rd e r  to be ab le  to 

le av e  by  7:30 fo r  the C o n g re ss io n a l Wiv e s  P r a y e r  B re a k fa s t ,  As I w ent in to  

the f a m il ia r  room  a t  the M ayflow er, a lr e a d y  fu ll of w om en, an d  w alked  am ong 

the ta b le s , I  thought of how m an y  tim e s  I h ad  done th is  b e fo re  and how m uch  

a lik e  i t  w as l As I got to the h ead  ta b le , th e re  w as M rs .  L an g fo rd  of N o rth  

C a ro lin a  p r e s id in g  and  M rs , B . E v e re t t  J o rd a n , w ife of the S en a to r from  

N o rth  C a ro lin a , who w as going to in tro d u c e  the m a in  sp e a k e r , who w as M rs .

B illy  G ra h a m , w ife of the E v a n g e lis t, fro m  N o rth  C a ro lin a . S ea ted  d ire c t ly  

in  f ro n t  of u s  w as a  tab le  fu ll of E m b a s sy  w iv es . T h e re  w as M rs , Cha n g  Y o u  K im , 

w ife of the A m b a ssa d o r  of K orea,   a la d y  fro m  one of the A fric a n  c o u n tr ie s , 

p e rh a p s  fro m  G uinea, in  fu ll and  v e ry  exo tic  n a tiv e  costum e;, a t  l e a s t  one 

o r  two fro m  A rab  c o u n tr ie s   t h a t  I f e e l  s u re  m u s t be  M oslem , I  w o n d ered  

w h at a l l  of th is  m u s t  seem  lik e  to th em .

My  g re e tin g  w as to quote  p r a y e r  th a t I  h e a rd  on m y  t r ip  to G re e c e  at the 

A m e ric a n  F a rm  School th a t w as founded by  an  A m e ric a n  M iss io n  th e re ,  A 

v e ry  lo v e ly  song sung by  the G re e k  fa rm  boys h ad  b een  taugh t by  the A m e ric a n  

M is s io n a r ie s ,

T h is  is  m y  song . Oh God of a l l  the N ations 
A song of p eace  fo r  lan d s  a f a r  an d  m ine  
T h is  m y  h o m e, the co u n try  w h ere  m y  h e a r t  i s  
T h is  is  m y  hope, m y  d re a m , m y  s h r in e  
B u t o th e r  h e a r t s  in  o th e r  lan d s  a r e  b ea tin g  
W ith ho p es  a n d  d re a m s  the sam e  a s  m in e

It m ad e  a  c o n s id e ra b le  im p re s s io n  on m e , th a t long ago day in  G ree ce  -  and  so

I  b ro u g h t i t  ou t fo r  th is  o c c a s io n , I  th ink  i t  f i l le d  in  v e ry  w e ll.
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M rs . L u th e r  H odges, a lso  in c id e n ta lly  fro m  N orth  C a ro lin a , d id  the o ld  

T estam en t p a r t  of the m o rn in g 's p ro c e d u re , and  then  we sang  som e o ld  fa m il ia r  

songs - W hat a  F r ie n d  We H ave in  J e s u s .  H e re  I have b ee n  a  m e m b e r  of the 

E p isc o p a l C h u rch  fo r  m o re  than 30 y e a r s  and  I  can  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  an d  p a r -

tic ip a te  in  f a r  b e t te r   t h o se  o ld  songs fro m  m y  M eth o d is t upbringing!, I  

th in k  i f  I  h ad  done a  co u n t on those  p re s e n t ,  I  w ould have found th a t a  s iz e a b le  

p ro p o rtio n  of them  w e re  S o u th e rn e rs  and  W e s te rn e rs ,  To ge t up and  p ra y  

in  public  and  ju s t  be a  r e a l  o u tsp o k en ,ab o u t i t  i s  -  w e ll, i t  c o m e s  a  l i t t le  

e a s ie r  to  u s , I th ink . I  f ind  m y se lf  a  l i t t le  s e lf -c o n sc io u s  abou t i t  b u t if  i t  

is  one of the s tro n g e s t  fe e lin g s  in  y o u r m a k e -u p , why n o t sa y  so  r ig h t out 

loud? ,

M rs . B illy  G ra h a m , who i s  a s  p r e t ty  a s  h e r  hu sb an d  is  h an d so m e , gave 

a  v e ry  down  to e a r th  ta lk  abou t the re l ig io n  in  the h o u sew ife ’s life  w hen she 

Us fu ll of lo ts  of c h ild re n  and  s h o rta g e  of m oney  and  p len ty  of p ro b le m s .

T hen the m en  cam e  in , Lyndon, then  a  few  of the lead in g  S e n a to rs  th a t 

h ad  s ta r te d  the P r a y e r  B re a k fa s t .  B illy  G rah am  -  they h ad  a  few  w o rd s  to 

say . We go t an  e a r ly  d e p a r tu re  an d  b ack  to w o rk . I  took D r, and  M rs . G rah am  

b a c k  w ith  m e to L y n d o n 's  o ffice . She h a d n 't  se e n  i t  and  we h ad  a  l i t t le  v is i t  

th e re  and  I w en t on to a  v e ry  im p o rta n t m ee tin g  -  fo r  m e -  a  m ee tin g  w ith  m y . 

c o rre s p o n d e n c e  s ta ff  in  the E a s t  W ing. T h e re  w as B e s s , and  those  who w o rk  

w ith  h e r ;  L iz  an d  th o se  who w o rk  w ith  h e r ,  e sp e c ia lly  W endy, and  A shton .
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The w hole g ro u p , I w ould sa y , w as so m e 15, I sp en t ab o u t two h o u rs  a sk in g  

q u e s tio n s  and  ta lk in g . I w an ted  to give them  m y g e n e ra l  ph ilo sophy  of 

a n sw e rin g  l e t t e r s  and  to ld  them  th e   m u ch -u sed  s to ry  of Jo h n n ie , w hich I 

h ad  h e a rd  a t  a  p o lit ic a l m ee tin g  a t  one of L y n d o n 's  cam p a ig n s  long ago and 

w hich  I th ink  w as a b a s is  o f h is  s u c c e s s ,  o f a  g r e a t  m an y  of h is  y e a r s  in  th is  

l ife .  I  to ld  th em  a  d o zen  o r  so of the p h ra s e s  th a t w e re  m o s t m y  own, cam e 

e a s ie s t  to m e  and  p a s se d  ou t abou t s ix  l e t t e r s  th a t I  thought w e re  e x cep tio n a lly  

w e ll-a n s w e re d ,  s o m e  of w hich I  h ad  d ic ta te d  and  p o ss ib ly  s e v e ra l  of w hich

B e ss  had --s im p ly  b y the p ro c e s s  of o s m o s is -- h ad  le a rn e d  w hat I say  and then
■ k.. ' '

say  i t  b ack , only  i t 's  lik e ly  to sound b e t te r  w hen she say s  i t ,  b e c a u se  sh e  adds
of l e t t e r s

so m e h u m o r. I  found out a  lo t  abou t the n u m b er of the d iffe re n t catagorieg '', 

who h a n d le s  w hat. I  am  s t i l l  d is tu rb e d  by  the fa c t  th a t we - th a t  I  f ind  m y se lf  

s ign ing  a  l e t t e r  th a t m u s t have b e en  re c e iv e d  two w eek s o r  m o re  ago , b u t I  

do th ink  th is  im p ro v e d  m o ra le ,  m ade^us u n d e rs ta n d  e ach  o th e r  b e t te r ,  and  m ad e  

fo r a  b e t te r  w o rk in g  re la t io n s h ip . I  w as p a r t ic u la r ly  im p re s s e d  w ith  H o rte n se
■

B u rto n , w hom  I  a sk e d  to g a th e r  fo r  m e  once a  w eek  a one page re su m e  of the type ^  

of l e t t e r s  th a t w eek  and s 'om ething ab o u t the n u m b er an d  p e rh a p s  fo u r o r  five  of 

the m o s t in te re s t in g  o n e s . T h is  long m e e tin g  c a u sed  m e to m is s  lunch  so I  w as 

g lad  to  s i t  dow n fo r  a  cup of te a  w ith  M rs , C a r l  S an d e rs , the w ife of the  G o v ern o r 

of G e o rg ia , M rs , F a r r i s  B ry a n t, the w ife of the G o v ern o r of F lo r id a ,  who a r r iv e d  

a  l i t t l e  b i t  -  ab o u t one th ir ty , a f te r  a  to u r  of the W hite H ouse an d  we h ad  a  l i t t le
S ’

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N



W ednesday , F e b ru a ry  5, 1964 P ag e  4

tea  and  san d w ich es an d  v is i t .  M rs , S a n d e rs  gave m e a ch a rm in g  l i t t le  bang le  

fo r  m y  b r a c e le t  w ith  the m ap  of G eo rg ia  -  and  w h at’s m o re  im p o rta n t - som e 

kind w o rd s  ab o u t Lyndon on i t .

T hen  I  plow ed in to  m y d e s k  -  an d  got one h o t c o a l of f i r e  off of i t  - th a t 

be ing  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  M adam e Nhu --  w hich a f te r  due c o n su lta tio n  w ith  M cG eorge 

Bundy w as h an d led .

Lyndon le f t  in  the m id d le  of the a f te rn o o n  to go to New Y ork  fo r  the Jo sep h  

P . K ennedy F o u n d a tio n  d in n e r  bu t I d id n 't go w ith  h im . I 'v e  b een  aw ay  too 

m u ch  fro m  L u c i - and  i t  show s. And one of the good re w a rd s  fo r  n o t going, 

w as a  ta lk  I h ad  w ith  h e r .  She cam e in  and  had  d in n e r w ith  A. W. an d  m e  - 

ju s t  the th re e  of u s  - and  she w as a l l  w ound up and  she ta lk e d  and  ta lk e d  and  

ta lk ed . And I  le a rn e d  a  lo t ab o u t m y  s h o r t-c o m in g s  and so m eth ing  ab o u t m y  

v i r tu e s .  S h e 's  a  v e ry  in te re s t in g , ex c itin g , p e rc e p tiv e , em o tio n a l, h ig h -s tru n g  

l i t t le  g i r l  -  fo r  whom m y  h e a r t  a c h e s  an d  who I  know can  ach iev e  g re a t  th ings 

if  I  c an  ju s t  h e lp  h e r  s ta y  h e a lth y  enough and  le v e l-h e a d e d  enough, an d  r e a l iz e  

th a t life  i s  one long s e r i e s  of p ro b le m s  th a t you hand le  one day  a t  a  tim e , A. W. 

and  I  had  a  lo t of b u s in e s s  to ta lk  abou t -  the h o u se , the ra n c h e s  - i t 's  a  g re a t  

c o m fo rt to have h im  h e r e .  I  c a n 't  say  th a t we s e tt le d  any th ing , s ig n ed , "sealed  

and  f ile d  aw ay, bu t a t  le a s t  we pu t som e s te a m  in  beh ind  som e m a t te r s  and  got 

them  m ov ing .

I s a id  goodnight to h im  e a r ly  and  then  w en t in  fo r  a  v e ry  lu x u rio u s  even ing
N  '

of w atch ing  J a so n  R o b a rd s  in  a  p lay  c a lle d  Abe L in co ln  in  I ll in o is . And I  c a n 't
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re m e m b e r  w h e th e r i t 's  by  Sherw ood A n d erso n  o r  R o b e r t Sherw ood. I w as v e ry  

m uch  a w are  of -  and  a tin g le  w ith  - th a t I  w as w atch ing  th is  e x c e lle n t  p lay  in  the 

ro o m  w h ere  L in co ln  had  s le p t. T he f ir e  w as b u rn in g  and  th e re  w e re  f lic k e rin g  

shadow s on the c e ilin g  - and  i t ’ s one o f those  even ings w hen you fe e l v e ry  m uch  

a liv e  and  w ouldn’t w ant to be doing any th ing  e ls e  ex c e p t e x a c tly  w hat you w e re  

d o in g ,
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