MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
g Wednesday, Feb;uary 5, 1964 LOUWD
It began early, getting up in the aark hour of 6:30 in order to Be able to
leave by 7:30 for the Congressional wives Prayer Breakfast. As I went into
the familiar room at the Mayﬂower, already full of women, and walked among
the tables, I thought of how many times I had done this before and how much
alike it was‘. As I got to tﬁe head table, there was M;'s. Langford of North
Carolinaf{residing and Mrs, B. Everett Jordan, wife of the Senator from
North Carolina, who aras going to introduce the main speaker, who was Mrs.
Billy Graham., wifgv of thg Evangelist, from North Carolina. Seated directly
in front of us Qas a‘.l té.b‘le fuli of Emi)assy wives, There was Mrs, Charg You Kimy =

wife of the Ambassador of Korea;, a lady from one of the African cou.‘ntries,

(o~ e
o perhaps from Guinea, in full and very exotic native costume;, at least one.
or two from Arab countries,/?t{a.t: I feel sure must be Moslem, I wondered
what all of this must seerh like to them, . .
My greeting was to quoteAprayer that I heard on my trip to Greece athe
American Farm School that was founded bjr anv American Mission there, A
very lovely song sung by the Greek farm boys had been faught by the American
Missionaries,
This is my song, Oh God of all the Nations
A song of peace for lands afar and mine .
This my home, the country where my heart is
This is my hope, my dream, my shrine
But other hearts in other lands are beating
With hopes and dreams the same as mine
ﬁ It made a considerable impress{'on on me, that long ago day in Greece - and so

Ibrought it out for this occasion. I think it filled in very well,




MEMORANDUM . _ . \“*’f;‘a “%’é‘(-
- . . . /A <
THE WHITE HOUSE - ‘ N K
. N
WASHINGTON ' ‘ v
Wednesday, February 5, 1964 . Page 2

Mrs. Luther Hodges)also incidentally from North Carolina, did the old

testament part of the mornings procedure, and then we sang some old familiar
= .

songs - What a Friend We Have in Jesus. Here I have been a member of the
Episcopal Church for more than 30 years and I can still remember and par=-
ticipate in far be‘tter,/o'those old songs from.my Methodist upbringingl.
think if I had done a connt on those present, I would have found that a sizeable
proportion of thern were Southerners and Westerners, To get up and pray
in public a.ndv.just.b:e a re-a.l outspoken, about it is - well, it comes a little
easier to us,> I thd.nk,: ‘II'.ﬁnd myseif a little "self-con.sciou.s about it but if it
is one of the(:s.tron:g’.est feelmgs 1nyour make-up, why not sa; 50' right out '
Mrs, B111y (jraharn;who 1.s ‘as pretty as.h.er husband is handsome, gave -‘
a very down to earth ta.lk a.bout the rehgmn in the housew1fe's 11fe when she
115 full of lots of chﬂdren and shortage‘ of money and plenty of problem s. o

Then the men came m, Lyndon, then a few of the leadmg Senators that

had started the Prayer Breakfast. B111y Graham - they had a few words to

L

say. We got an early departure and back to work I took Dr. and Mrs. Graham

back w1th me to Lyndon 8 off1ce. | She hadn't seen it and we ha.d a 11tt1e vxsn:
there and I went on to a very 1mportant rneetmg - for me =~ a meetmg w1th my_
correspOndence staff in the East'Win.g. There was Bess, and those who work

with her; Liz‘and'thvosewh‘o‘ work with her, especially Wendy. "and Ashton.




MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

@ ' R WASHINGTON
o
A

“—~  Wednesday, February 5, 1964 ‘Page 3
The whole group, I would say, was some 15, I spent about two hours asking
questions and ta.lkirxg. I wanted to give them my general philosophy of
answering letters and told them thef much—used_._story of\LJohnnie:/ which I
had heard at a political rrteeting at one of Lyndon's campaigns long ago and
which I think was a basis of his success, of a grea.t many of his years in this
life. Itold them, a dozen or so of the phrases that were most my o{vn, came
easiest to rrte and passed out about six letters that I thought were exceptionally
well-answered) | Ig/xrxe of which I had dictated and possibly several of which
- —_—
Bess had/.)s1mply,/q!§r the process of osmos:ts/\had learned wha.t 1 say and then
. say it back only 1t's 11kely to sound better when she says it, ‘because she adds
{ e, P - of letters —
_ some humor, I found out a lot about the number of the d1fferent catagorieg,
who ha.ndles what. I am still d1sturbed by the fact tha.t we -that I find myself
signing a letter tbat must have been recewed two weeks or more ago, but I
do thmk th1s 11uproved morale, rrxade;us uuderstandeacb other better, and made
for a better ;;vorkmg relatxonsh1p. 1 was partlcularlg 1mpressed with Hortense
Burton, wbom ]':‘asked to gather for me once a week%ne page resume of the type —
of letters that‘week and s'o_methmg‘about the number and perhaps four or f1ve oﬁ
the most liutere'sti‘ug oues. : This l\o‘ng‘:meeting e_aused r‘he.to rhiss lunch so I was
gia.d to sit down v.for' ab cup of tea w1th Mrs. Carl Sauders, the wife ot the Governor
of Georg1a, Mrs. Farns Bryant, ‘the wife of the Governor of Florida, who arrived

a 11tt1e bit - about one thu-ty, after a tour of the Whlte House and we had a little
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tea and sandwiches and visit. Mrs, Sanders gave me a charming little bangle
for my bracelet with the map of Georgia - and what's more important - some
kind words about Lyﬁdon on it.

Then I plowed into my desk - and got one hot coal of fire off of it - that

| Tboan -

being a letter from Madame Nu - which after due consultation with Mchorge
Bundy was handled,

Lyndon left in the middle of the afternoon to go to New York for the Joseph
P. Kennedy Foundetion dinner but I d;dn't go with him, I've been away too
much from Leei -‘and it.shows. : And one of the good rewards for not geing,
was a talk I had w1th her. She came in ah& had diﬁner with A, W. and me -
juv'st the three of us - and s‘he was all wound up and she talked end talked and
talked. And I lea.rned:a. lot aeeet my shor't-icoming}'s and somethieg aboxk;_lti my
virtues, She"s. a very iﬁteresting, e.xciting‘, perceptive. emotional, high-sbt‘rung
little gifl ’- flor:'wh_or; my Nh'eart eehes a.nd who ikémw een acﬁieve éreat'thinés
if I can jest ilelé her etay-he.a.lt};)} enough an& lei/el-hea;ded enoegh andrrea.liz}e
that life is one long series of problems that you handle one day at a t1me. A, W,
and 1 had a lot of business t:o talk a.bout - the house. the ranches - 1t's a g_g_e__t.:
comfort to ha.ve him here. I can't sa.y that we. eettled anythmg, s1gned sea.led
and ‘filed awa_;y. but 'e.t least we pue eome steafn in behﬁxd some matters and got‘.
them movi.nﬂ‘g."’ k

I said goodnight te him early and then went in forva very luxurioizs evening |

of watching Jason Robards in a play called Abe Lincoln in Illinois, And I can't
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remember whether it's by Sherwood Anderson or Robert Sherwood. I was very
much aware of - and atingle with - that I was watching this excellent play in the
room where Lincoln had slept. The fire was burning and there were flickering
shadows on the ceiling - and it's one of those evenings when you feel very much
aiive and wouldn't want to be doing anything else except exactly what you were

doing.




