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T h is  is  a  b la c k  day fo r  the J o h n s o n s ,  T h is  m o rn in g , in  the b la c k  d a rk , 

i t  m u s t have b e e n  abou t five  o r  five  th ir ty ,  Lynda B ird  cam e in to  m y  ro o m , 

c ry in g  lik e  h e r  h e a r t  w ould b re a k , I  go t up and  u s h e re d  h e r  out in to  the 

h a l l  a s  q u ick ly  a s  I  cou ld , a lw ays w ith  the id ea  of keep ing  h e r  daddy a s le e p  

if  p o s s ib le .

My f i r s t  thought, so s e lf is h  we hum an  b e in g s , th a t she w as d e s p e ra te ly  

s ic k  o r th a t L u c i w as d e s p e ra te ly  s ic k  and then she to ld  m e w hat w as a c tu a lly  

w o rse . She s a id , "M o th e r , M rs , K ellam  is  d e a d ,"  C a ro ly n  h ad  ju s t  phoned 

h e r  and  in  a  v e r y  m a t te r  of fa c t w ay, v e ry  s tro n g  w ay, ty p ica l of C a ro ly n , had  

(■ to ld  h e r  m o th e r  h ad  w aked  up abou t 12:30 in  the n ite ,  s ic k , gone to the b a th ro o m

n a u se a te d , had  com e b a c k  com p la in in g  of p a in  in  the c h e s t ,  J e s s e  sa id  "H oney , 

w e*re going to c a ll  B ill  M organ  r ig h t  a w a y ,"  B ill  M o rg an  cam e  im m e d ia te ly  

and  L o u ise  sa id , " J u s t  p a tch  m e  u p  docto r b e c a u se  I’ve got th is  w edding com ing  

on in  abou t a  w e e k ,"  He c a lle d  the am b u lan ce  im m e d ia te ly  to take h e r  in s te a d  

to the h o sp ita l , b u t she  d ied  b e fo re  the am b u lan ce  got th e re .  In the p a ss in g  of a  

m o m e n t w e   got L ynda B ird  to  c ra w l in to  b ed  w ith  u s  an d  t r ie d  to c o m fo rt h e r ,  

bu t we cou ld  h a rd ly  c o m fo rt each  o th e r  b e c a u se  we w e re  a l l  o v erco m e w ith  t e a r s .  

And then L u c i cam e  in  an d  she c r ie d  too -  and  we a l l  s tay e d  to g e th e r  and  we go t 

up an d  h ad  a  r a th e r  e a r ly  b r e a k fa s t  and  Lyndon w ent on abou t h is  b u s in e s s .

It w as c le a r  fro m  the beg inn ing  th a t I  w ould go down a s  soon a s  I  could  and  

I  m ad e  r e s e r v a t io n s  fo r  a  la te  p lane th a t a fte rn o o n , a long  w ith  A, W ., bu t
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m o m en tly  a l l  day  long , we hoped th a t i t  m ig h t be p o ss ib le  fo r  b u s in e s s  to le t  

Lyndon go too . T h e re  w as th a t s ta te  of s o r t  of su sp en d ed  an im a tio n  be tw een  

d ea th  and  f in a l fa re w e ll .  You d id  a l l  the n e c e s s a r y  th in g s, se n t two w ire s ,  

gave ev e ry b o d y  in s tru c t io n s  about w hat to do in  m y  a b se n c e , ta lk ed  i t  o v e r 

w ith  the c h ild re n  ab o u t w h e th e r  th ey  shou ld  go o r  no t, and  d ec id ed  no . A lso  

th a t L ynda B ird  shou ld  c a n c e l h e r  t r ip  to the M ard i G ra s , b u t th a t L u c i B a in es  

m ig h t ju s t  a s  w e ll go a long on h e r  l i t t le  t r ip  to see  L e ro y  B a te s  o v e r  a t  the 

A cadem y. Sent f lo w e rs  to M rs . E d  B a r t le y 's  re c e p tio n  s in ce  I  w o n 't be 

ab le  to be th e re  th is  a f te rn o o n , a lo n g  w ith  a  sweet n o te .

And then  o n e 's  m in d  ag a in  b eg in s  the pa tch in g  up p r o c e s s ,  th a t i s ,  a l l  the 

th ings th a t have b e en  good and  how  i t  is  p o ss ib le  to say  goodbye. And the good 

th ings a r e  th a t in  the l a s t  five o r  s ix  o r  sev en  y e a r s ,  L o u ise  h a s  m ade the kind 

o f r e tu r n  to life  th a t few  people  m a k e . She -  h e r  h e a lth  h a s  r e tu rn e d  and  she 

h ad  b een  p r e t t i e r ,  s tro n g e r ,  m o re  s e lf - a s s u re d ,  m o re  of a  joy  to ev e ry b o d y  

abou t h e r ,  a lw ay s  c h e e rfu l, a  b ig g e r  p a r t  of h e r  h u sb an d ’s l ife , som ebody  I 'v e  

ju s t  g row n to depend  on d a ily . In fa c t, m y  f i r s t  thought w hen I  h e a rd  th a t she 

w as dead  w as of m y se lf  -  how m uch  I w ould m is s  h e r ,  in s te a d  of how m u ch  h e r  

c h ild re n  o r  h e r  h u sb an d  w ould m is s  h e r .  I’m  g lad  of e v e ry one of those  tr ip s  

th a t J e s s e  took  h e r  on; to  the V irg in  Is la n d s , to the H aw aiian  I s la n d s , and  even  

of th a t one b r ie f  day th a t she flew  up  h e r e  and  sp en t the n igh t in  the W hite H ouse ,
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I ' m  e s p e c ia lly  g lad  th a t so m uch  of the re n a is s a n c e  in  h e r  life  is  the doings 

of Lyndon, th ru  h is  g e n e ro s ity  and  p r a i s e .  ,. Sending h e r  to E ddie Senz, te llin g  

h e r  how p re t ty  she looks w hen she  g e ts  b a c k  fro m  i t ,  thanking  h e r  fo r  e v e ry -

th ing  th a t she  d o es , th a t could  have b ee n  tak en  fo r  a  m a t te r  of c o u rse .

He w as invo lved  in  a  C ab in e t M eeting  w ith  v e ry  w eigh ty  a g e n d a  and  i t  

w as a  m o m en t-to -m o m en t d e a l a s  to w h e th e r  he  w ould g e t ou t an d  go o r no t, 

F in a lly  h e  got ou t-- I  th ink  i t  m u s t hav e  b een  b e tw een  s ix  and  seven--and  he 

and  A. W. and  I  le f t  fo r  T e x a s , I t  w as a  so lem n  tr ip  down, we stopped  in  

A u stin , J e s s e  and the two g i r l s  cam e m a rc h in g  onto the p lane lik e  s o ld ie r s .  

J e s s e  sa id , " W ell, L o u ise  h ad  a  lo t of p ro b le m s  and  one of them  w as m e 

b u t th e re  w a s n 't  a  one of them  she d id n 't  l ic k  b e fo re  h e r  tim e  c a m e ." He 

lo o k ed  so g re y  an d f r a i l  and  s tro n g  - a l l  a t  the sam e tim e  -  and  good, an d  I ’d 

lik e  so m u ch  to h e lp  h im . We s ta y e d  a  v e ry  b r ie f  w hile and  then  flew  on to 

the ra n c h  to bed ,
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