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THE WHITE HOUSE e . N

WASHINGTON

Friday, February 7, 1964

This is a black day for the Johnsonts, This morning, in the black dark,
it must have been about five or five thirty, Lynda Bird came into my room,
crying like her heart would break, I got up and ushered her out into the:
hall as quickly as I could, aiways with the idea of keeping her daddy asleep.}‘/
if possible, ‘ N

My first thought, so selfish &f we human beings, that she was desperately
sick or that Luci' was desperately sick and then she told me what was actually
worse. She said. "Mother, Mrs. Kellam is dead . Carolyn had Just phoned
her and in a rrery matter of fact way, very strong way, typical of Carolyn, had
told her mother had waked np about 12 30 in the mte, sick, gone to the bathroom
nauseated had come back comp1a1n1ng of pam in the chest. Jess¥e said '"Honey,
we! re going to call Bill Morgan nght‘ arvay.‘” Bill Morgan came immediate].y
and Louise sai.d,‘ 'v'Just patchme un doctor;-because I've got this wedding coming
on in about a \‘avvee‘k ;' » He called the ambulance 1mrned1ateiy to ta.ke her mstead
to the hosp1ta1, but she d1ed before the arnbulance got there. In the passing of a
moment//e got Lynda B1rd to crawl 1nto bed W1th us and tned to comfort her,
but we co\.;ld hardly comfort each other because vtre were ‘all overcome with tears. '
And then .Luc1 carne 1n and she cr1ed too - and we all.stayed together and we got
ub and had a rather early breakfas‘t' .andLyndon went on about h1s business.

It was clear from the begmning that I would go down as soon as I could and

I made reservations for a late plane that afternoon, along with A, W., but

+




N’

MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Friday, February 7, 1964 | ' Page 2
momently ali day long, we hoped that it might be possible for business to let
Lyndon go too, There was that state of sért of suspended animation between
death and final farewell, You did all tﬁe necessary things, sent tvs)o wires,
gave everybbdy instructions about wl;xat to do in my absence, talked it over
with the children about whether they shbuid go of not, and decided no, Also
that Lynda Bird should cancel her trip to the Mérdi Gras, but that Luci Baines
might just as well go along on her little trip to see Leroy Bates over at the }
Academy., Sent flowers to Mrs., Ed ﬁartléy's reception since iwc;n't be
able to be there this afternoon, aléﬁg with éﬁnote. .

And then one'vs mind again bt; gmsthe pat;hihg up proc;es‘;, tinat is, all the
ﬁings that have been good and how it is i)oe;éible to say goodbye, And the good
things are thét in the last five or six or. fse{;eﬁ yearé, vLouis;é‘has made the kind
of return to life tllxé.t few people make, | She - her l%éa}lth has returned vé.nd she
had been prebttiler, stronger, nﬁbr‘e self-a.ssured, more ‘of a Joy to eve;-;riaody ‘
about her, alway‘s cheerful, a bigggllbrip‘a,rtfdf her hvu-sba‘nd.'ﬁs iife, éomebody I'vev
just grown to depend on dail};. In faci;, my f1rstthoughtwhen 1 hea;nitha.t she
was dead Qas of myself - how muchI w-‘vouldwmi!s"s her, ix;stead of how much hé.r
children or her husband woulci miss her‘.. ‘4 fI‘Im glad of e:vveuz;})Yne:: éf t.ho-s“e trips

that Jessée tbok her on; to the Vifgin Isiands ,- to the Hawaiian Isiands, and eve.n

of that one brief day that she flew up here and spent the night in the White House,
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I'm especially glad that so much of the renaissance in her life ié the doings
of Lyndon, thru his gemerosity and praise... Sending her to Eddie Senz, telling
her how pretty she looks when she gets back fro'm it, thanking her for every-
thing that she does, that could have been taken for a matter of course,
He was involved in a Cabinet Meeting with very weighty aggénda and it

was a moment-to-moment dealas to whether he would get out and go or not.

—— ——

Finally,/he got ’outd I think it must have been between six and sevenAand he
and A, W. and I left for Texas, It was a solemn tx;ip down, we stopped in
Austin, Jeséié azlxd"tlvze two gifls came maféhing onto the planeili-ke'soldiers.
Jessie >s.‘ai<i.v' "' .Well;uLo.\.ﬁse hé.d a-.ylbt of ‘problerﬁé and ohe §£ them was rﬁe
but thgre wé.sn't a..on:é. of them she di(vin'.'tlick‘ before her .time E.é.me. ‘; ~ He '
looked so grey and frail aﬁd étrb_ng - ‘a.ll at ‘thé same time - and géod,_ and Itd
like so mvucA:hb to ﬂélp him. We ;staye;11a4 ;v'ery.brief‘vsv/hilé and jtﬂhen flew on to‘ ‘.

the ra.nc.h)ﬁ)ﬂb'ed; : d




