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W A S H I N O T O M

M onday , F e b r u a r y  10, 1964

M onday , F e b r u a r y  10th , fo und  m e . s t i l l  s ic k . O b v io u sly , I  couldn*t g e t

up  an d  do the  th r e e  b ig  th in g s  th a t w e re  on the  d o c k e t fo r  the  a f te rn o o n  - an d

s t i l l  be  s u r e  of b e in g  w e ll  T u e sd a y  a f te rn o o n  - an d  T u e sd a y  i s  a  m u s t  b e c a u s e

n o th in g  s h o r t  of a  d e a d  bo d y  w ou ld  su ff ic e  to g e t m e  o u t of th e  D ip lo m a tic

re c e p t io n  w ith o u t h u r t in g  f e e l in g s .  So I  b a t te n e d  dow n th e  h a tc h e s  b y  a sk in g

L y n d a , L u c i a n d  W a r r ie  L y n n  to f i l l  in  on the  r e a l ly  d e lig h tfu l a f te rn o o n

sc h e d u le  w h ich  I  h a te d  so  m u c h  to  m i s s .

F i r s t ,  a t  th r e e  th i r ty ,  P e t e r  B e n c h le y , the a u th o r  of ’’J o n a th a n  V is i ts

the W hite H o u se " , w a s  su p p o se d  to  p r e s e n t  to  m e  a  c opy of h is  b o o k . A nd

h e  w as  g o in g  to  b e  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  r e a l  l iv e  l i t t l e  J o n a th a n , w ho w as  the  so n

of the  A s s i s ta n t  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  of th e  p u b lish in g  co m p an y , M c G ra w -H ill ,  A nd

th e r e  w e re  go ing  to  b e  th i r ty  c h i ld r e n  a lo n g , ra n g in g  f ro m  a b o u t fiv e  to  n in e

y e a r  o ld s . O ne o f B e s s ' s c h i ld r e n  w as  c o m in g , tw o of D iana*s, A ngie
' l i t t le / -  ^

D uke h a d  s u p p lie d  u s  w ith  a  n i c e / l i s t  o f c h i ld re n  f ro m  the D ip lo m a tic  C o rp s
. k P 0

o f s u i ta b le  a g e s .  M y f a v o r i te ,  R a p h a e lla   Seppalla,  one l i t t l e  S e v i l la - s a c a s a —

th a t  o u gh t n o t to  b e  h a r d  to  c o m e  b y , th e  p r o p e r  a g e , w h en  th e r e  a r e  n in e  in

A  ' ■ ' i •

the  fa m ily !--a t  l e a s t  tw o f ro m  the  A f r ic a n  n a tio n s .

L a te r  on , w h en  L y n d a  an d  W a r r ie  L y n n  to ld  m e  a b o u t th e  o c c a s io n , i t  ju s t  

so u n d ed  d e lig h tfu l  an d  I  a lm o s t  r o l l e d  on  the  f lo o r  l a u g h i ng  a b o u t i t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  

w h en  I  saw  the  d a r l in g  p ic tu r e s  o f the  c h i ld r e n .  In  s ta n d in g  in  l in e  to  r e c e iv e  

th e m , one l i t t l e  b o y  tu g g ed  a t  L ynda*s s k i r t  an d  s a y s ,  "I*m y o u r  c o u s in ,”

' R e c o g n iz in g  Diana* s so n , sh e  s a id , " H e llo , S a sh a , " He s a id , "I*m n o t S a sh a

now , I*m A le x a n d e r ,"  A ll th e  l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  w e re  d r e s s e d  up  so  d e lig h tfu lly
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an d  s e v e r a l  of th em  h a d  on th e i r  n a tiv e  c o s tu m e s .  R a p h a e la  Sappallo's w as  

a d o r a b le .  T h e y  f i le d  in to  the  E a s t  R oom  a f te r  th e y  h a d  f in is h e d  th e i r  

s p e c ia l  ch ild ren s^  to u r  o f the  W hite H o u se  a n d  a f te r  the p r e s e n ta t io n  o f the 

b o o k  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  to  L y n d a  B ird  a n d  L u c i B a in e s , A nd, w h en  th ey  g o t 

in to  th e  E a s t  R o o m , th e r e  w e re  a l r e a d y  c o n g re g a te d  th e r e ,? th e  y o u n g s te r s  

fo r  the  s e c o n d  e v e n t of the  a f te rn o o n . T h a t w as  a n  a u d ie n c e  of ab o u t 200 

lo c a l  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  w ho h a d  b e e n  in v ite d  to  c o m e  an d  s e e  the  N a tio n a l 

B a l le t  C o m p an y  p u t on  Sw an L a k e  an d  so m e th in g  f ro m  C a p i l l ia ,  T he  s ta g e  

w as  s e t ,  the  b a l le t  w a s  a b o u t to b e g in , a l l  c h a i r s  n e a r ly  w e re  fu ll  - an d  in  

s t r e a m e d  the  th i r ty  l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  f ro m  fiv e  to  n in e . A s m a n y  a s  co u ld  

fo u n d  c h a i r s ,  a n d  th en  L y n d a  B ir d  s a t  on the  f lo o r  a n d  p lo p p ed  S asha , o r  

A le x a n d e r, dow n in  h e r  la p  a n d  L u c i, w ho so m eh o w  o r  a n o th e r  h a d  a  c h a i r ,  

to o k  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  on to  h e r  la p  a n d  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  go t u n d e r  w ay , L y n d a  B ir d  

m u s t  h a v e  h a d  a  d e lig h tfu l  t im e  w ith  S a sh a . A m ong th e  in c id e n ts  w e re :

She s a id , " A le x a n d e r ,  I*m so  g la d  to  s e e  y o u " . A nd h e  s a id , " I s  th a t  a l l  

you  h av e  to  t e l l  m e , a f t e r  I  haven* t s e e n  you  in  th re e  y e a r s ? '*

O ne of the c u te s t  p ic tu r e s  w as  L y n d a  B ir d  a n d  l i t t l e  J o n a th a n , w ho h a d  

b r o u ght  h is  f i r s t  p a i r  of lo n g  p a n ts  fo r  the  o c c a s io n , an d  -  I  th in k , a c tu a l ly ,  

th e y  w e re  still a b o u t fo u r  in c h e s  too  lo n g  a n d  he  didn*t lo o k  th e  l e a s t  b i t  u s e d  to  

th e m , w h ich  d id n ’t k e e p  th e  tw o of th em  f ro m  lo o k in g  u t t e r ly  a t  h o m e  w ith  

e a c h  o th e r  -  a n d  r e a l ly  ju s t  d e lig h tfu l, s tan d in g  a t  th e  fo o t of th e  s t a i r s ,  w h e re  

th e r e  h a d  b e e n  so  m a n y  o f the  p ic tu r e s  ta k e n  of v is i t in g  c h ie f s  o f s ta t e .
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T h e  N a tio n a l B a l le t  d id  a  v e r y  c r e d i ta b le  jo b , a lth o u g h  L y n d a  B ir d  s a id  

i t  s e e m e d  to  b e ^ w h a t  sh e  s a id ^ w a s  a  c r e a k y ,  m a k e - s h i f t  s o r t  o f a  s ta g e  - 

b u t Sw an L a k e  i s  bou n d  to  b e  b e a u t i f u l .  L y n d a  B ird ,  b e in g  n e a r - s ig h te d ,  

ju s t  h a d  a  h a r d  t im e , r e a l ly ,  te l l in g  w h a t w as  go ing  on th a t  f a r  aw ay  - a n d  

sh e  w as  la u g h in g  w hen  i t  w a s  tim e  to  b e  c ry in g , w hen  the  sw an  w as d y in g .

A t l e a s t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  W a r r ie  L ynn , w ho k e p t on g iv in g  a  d e lig h tfu l ru n n in g  

a c c o u n t o f the  a f te r n o o n 's  a c t i v i t i e s .

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f the  B a l le t  C o m p an y  r an g e  a l l  th e  w ay  f ro m  B u lg a r ia  

a n d  Y u g o s la v ia , f ro m  C a l ifo rn ia  to N ew  Y o rk , an d  fo u r  o f th em  w e re  f ro m  

T e x a s .  Who s a y s  w e don*t h a v e  c u l tu r e  in  T e x a s  - e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  ’th is  

e n t i r e  tro u p e  o n ly  n u m b e re d  ab o u t 28 . /

T h e re  w as  a  v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e  p ro g r a m  of The N a tio n a l B a l le t ,  a n d  I  hope  a l l  

th e  l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  w e n t h o m e  fe e lin g  good a b o u t i t .

A f te r  they*d h a d  th e i r  c o o k ie s  an d  p u n ch , L y n d a , L u c i a n d  W a r r ie  L ynn  

th e n  c a m e  u p s t a i r s ,  le a v in g  th e i r  g u e s ts  dow n in  the  d in in g  ro o m  fo r  the  

th i r d  e v e n t of th e  d ay . T h is  to o k  p la c e  in  the  Y e llo w  R oom  a n d  i t  w as  w h a t 

I  w o u ld  m o s t  e s p e c ia l ly  h a v e  l ik e d  to  b e  .p re s e n t  a t  -  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  of the 

M arg o  J o n e s  a w a r d s .  I t w il l  go to  th r e e  in d iv id u a ls  th a t  c a r r y  on the  t r a d i t io n  

a n d  s p i r i t  o f  the  la te  T e x a s  p r o d u c e r ,  M arg o  J o n e s , in  e n c o u ra g in g  new  p la y s  

an d  n ew  p lay w rig h ts .   T h e  p e o p le  w ho g o t th em  w e re  M rs .  Ju d ith  M a r s h a l l ,  

w ho h a s  g iv en  m a n y  f r e s h  c h a n c e s  to  young d r a m a t i s t s  in  o ff-b ro a d w ay  p la y s  

in  N ew  Y o rk , an d  a  C a n a d ia n , w ho h a d  b e e n  b o rn  in  T e x a s - - a n  o ld  la d y  M rs  

R o y  M c G re g o r  W a tts , know n a s  a  p a t ro n  s a in t  fo r  play wrights in Canada.
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A nd th e n  t h e  l a s t  a w a rd  w en t to P r o f e s s o r  G e o rg e  S avage of th e  U n iv e r s i ty  

of C a l i f o r n ia  i n  L o s   A n g e le s . On th e  ju d g in g  c o m m itte e  w e re  su c h  p la y w rig h ts  

a s  J e r o m e  L a w re n c e  a n d  R o b e r t  E , L e e , w ho w ro te  I n h e r i t  the  W ind ab o u t the 

S co p es  t r i a l  w ith  W illiam  Je n n in g s  B ry a n  o n  one  s id e  a n d  C la re n c e  D a rro w  

on the  o th e r ,  I  h a d  s e e n  In h e r i t  the  W ind w ith  M elv y n  D ou g las  p la y in g  i t  

y e a r s  ag o  - one of the  m o s t  th r i l l in g  th in g s  I  e v e r  saw . T h ey  h a d  a ls o  done 

A un tie M am e , w h ich  i s  w h a t L y n d a  B ir d  c u t h e r  te e th  on in  the  th e a t r e ,  the  

v e r y  f i r s t  th in g  she  saw , I  b e l ie v e ,  -And th e n  th e r e  w as  H e n ry  H e w e s ,  ^

c r i t i c  of the  S a tu rd a y  R ev iew  an d  e d i to r  of the  a n n u a l v o lu m e^o f B e s t  P la y s ,

L iz  h a d  m a d e  s u r e  th a t  so m e  of the  th e a t r e  c r i t i c s ,  l ik e  M r. C o le , w e re  on 

" h an d ^  A ngie  Duke a c tu a l ly  p r e s e n te d  the  a w a rd s ,  ad d in g  lu s t e r  to  the

o c c a s io n , I  know . A nd the  C a n a d ia n  A m b a s s a d o r ,  M r, R ic h ie , w a s  th e re  

fo r  the  o c c a s io n , an d  a ls o  the  S e c r e ta r y  o f S ta te  fo r  C u l tu r a l  A f f a i r s ,  L u c iou s  

B a t t le ,  I t w a s  ju s t  e x a c t ly  the  s o r t  o f a  th e a t r e  g ro u p  g a th erin g ,^ ^ th a t I  w ou ld  

h a v e  lo v e d  to  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  -  a n d  the w ay  L y n d a  g lo w ed  w h en  sh e  d e s c r ib e d  

i t  to  m e  l a t e r , / m a d e  m e  r e a l i z e  th a t  sh e  h a d  a  ta s te  fo r  th a t  s o r t  of th in g  too .

I t  a ls o  m a d e  m e  w o n d e r i f  b a t t in g  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  a s  a  N avy w ife , on  a  v e r y  

s m a l l  s a la r y ,  m ig h t s o m e t im e s  s e e m  a  l i t t l e  sh o n t of som e o f the  in te r e s t in g  

th in g s  th a t sh e  w ill  know  h e r e ,

I  th in k  H e n ry  H e w e s   s h e  m u s t  h av e  found  p a r t i c u la r ly  a t t r a c t iv e ,  an d  

I  n o tic e d  th a t in  h is  b o o k  o f b e s t  p l a y s w h ich  he  h a d  in s c r ib e d  to  "The P r e s id e n t  

 ̂ an d  M rs ,  Jo h n so n , h e  h a d  ta k e n  i t  b a c k  a n d  a d d ed , ’’W ith  s p e c ia l  th a n k s  to

M is s  L y n d a  B ir d  Jo h n so n , who*s a  c h a r m e r , "  , i
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D ec id in g  th a t  the  g e rm s  couldn*t p o s s ib ly   go th ro u g h  the  te le p h o n e  w ir e s ,
to

, I  p ic k e d  up  the  phone a n d  c a l le d  in  t h e r e , / t h e  Y e llo w  R o o m , an d  c o n g ra tu la te d  

the  th r e e  w in n e r s ,  a n d  fo und  th a t P r o f e s s o r  S avage  w o rk s  f o r  Sam  S e ld e n , so  

w e ta lk e d  a b o u t E m ily  an d  ab o u t h e r  p la y w rig h tin g  a m b itio n s !  I  a ls o  ta lk e d  

to  J e r o m e  L a w re n c e  a n d  R o b e r t  E , L ee  ab o u t M elv y n  D ou g las  an d  w h a t a  g r e a t  

p e r fo rm a n c e  w e a l l  th o u g h t h e  g a v e . B e fo re  the  p la y w rig h t a c t iv i t ie s  w e re  

o v e r ,  L u c i B a in e s  c a m e  in  a n d  p lo p p e d  down in  the  c h a i r ,  a n d  I  s a id  "H ow  

d id  e v e ry th in g  go , h o n e y ."  A nd sh e  s a id ,  r a t h e r  w is tfu lly , " L vn d a  B ird  ju s t  

d id  f i n e . " B u t t h a t 's  n o t the  w ay  i t  lo o k e d  to m e  the  n e x t d ay  w h en  I  saw  the  

p ic tu r e  o f L u c i on t ip to e , m a k in g  a  l i t t l e  sp e e c h  on  th e  s ta g e , a sk in g  e v e ry b o d y  

to  c o m e  in  a n d have so m e  p u n ch  a n d  c o o k ie s . N o r d o es  i t  sou n d  lik e  the  l i t t l e  g i r l

th a t  I  r e a d  a b o u t in  th e  p a p e r  the n e x t d a y ^ w h o  h a d  s ta y e d  on an d  ta lk e d  w ith  

the  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  a n d  to  th e  N a tio n a l B a l le t  p e r f o r m e r s ,  a f t e r  the p e r -

fo r m a n c e  w a s  o v e r ,  an d  h a d  b e e n  g iv in g  a u to g ra p h s  a n d  c o m p a r in g  n o te s  on  the

l if e  o f a  te e n a g e r ,  an d  te l l in g  th em  th a t sh e  l ik e d  th e  W hite H o u se , b u t i t  w as
m ig h ty  ■ A ■

b ig  a n d  i t  w a s  k in d a  d a r k  h e r e  now . A ll th a t  she  n e e d s  i s  a  l a r g e  d o se

of s e lf - c o n f id e n c e ,  w h ic h  I  th in k  fo r  an y b o d y  a s  p r e t ty  a n d  b r ig h t  a s  sh e  i s ,

m u s t  b e  ju s t  a ro u n d  the  c o r n e r .

L y n d a  B ir d  a n d  W a r r ie  L ynn  c a m e  in  b u b b lin g , w ith  a n  a r m - f u l l  o f a u to g ra p h e d

b o o k s , a n d  I  th o u g h t to  m y s e lf .  W hat a  n ic e  day  th is  h a s  b e e n  -  a n d  w h a t a  c r o s s -

s e c t io n  o f e x p o s u re  to  young p e o p le , a n d  to  -  I  h a te  to  u s e  the w o rd  -  to " c u l tu re " .

B u t i t  m u s t  n o t h a v e  b e e n  a  good day  fo r  a l l  the J o h n so n  fa m ily , fo r  L yndon  c a m e

in , a n d  a lth o u g h  he  h a d  w h a t s e e m e d  to  m e , a  m a rv e lo u s  v ic to r y  to  r a c k  up .



W A S H I N O T O N

(  J  ' ■ ■. ■

M onday , F e b r u a r y  10, 1964 P a g e  6

b y  r e p o r t in g  th a t the  H o u se  h a d  p a s s e d  th e  C iv il  R ig h ts  B il l  by  a  b ig  m a jo r i ty ,
q u ite

n e v e r th e le s s ,  h e  w as  v e r y  m u c h  u p s e t  an d  v e r y  d is tu rb e d  - I  do n o t know /w hat 

th in g s  h a d  p ro d u c e d  i t .
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