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I hoarded my strength like a miser, waiting for the Diplomatic Reception)
%etting up only to get my hair done, so that I would be - look as well as
possible for the seven o'clock receptiorb which was sheirg business suit.

. — . m———

About 6:45 the Deany\ the Ambassador of Nicaragua7\came upstairs without

Mrs, Sewlla-Sacasa, who is st111 taking care of their very ill little ch11d, Just

out of NIH. And also the Ambassador of the Netherlands and MadamQBem.-evfaa
'(

came up because they would be leavmg very soon._.}t was, rather. to say

goodby, , .Ch1ef Justice and Mrs, Warren who are always on hand as an

ornament and stand-_by, the Secretary of State and Mrs. Rusk., I'm getting

so I have the ‘inclination to just go up and lean when I'm around either one of

()

them, And I‘m dehghted to say that My old fnend, John Sparkman and Ivo
Sparkman were there. he's down the 11ne Just a 11tt1e b1t/m foreign affan's
and the others ‘we’re out .of town.- And Ang1e and Robln Duke.

The Spamsh Amoassa‘dor,:.a very handsome man, wa‘s the‘re too to present
a letter to the Pre srdent,r SOmethlng aoout the1r recognrt1on of Russ1a. He and
Lyndon dlsappeared for awh11e wtnle we had a, the rest of us,.had a drink and
some conversatron. And then Lyndon, the DEan of the Corps. ’ Lynda B1rd
and I, the Secretary and Mrs. Rusk came down,stalrs preceeded by full pomp
and panoply of ﬂags, we stopped and had our p1cture made at the bottom, and
then walked 1nto the Blue Room to recerve in proper protocol order%’ “

Ambassadors from all the countries, the Charge d'af£a1rs, and the four new
i . * .

~
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\ - /"if'.‘

Ambassadors who were there to present their credentials, Ambassador of the

Dominican Republic and Mrs. Bonilla, the Ambassador from the Kingdom of
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Lrbya and Mrs. Abidia, the Ambassador of Peru4 and Mrs, Pastor', who
)

replaced the Beﬁ<me‘?er‘s. who had been here sud: t1me began, and the

Ambassador from Sweden and Mrs. deBesche, Then came by._}tﬁ OAS
Ambassadors who had been held in another room;hope w1th ample drinks
and plenty of hostessing from members of the Cabin‘et/T-c—am.e by to be greeted-
byus in their turn. it | | |

Later on, | Margy McNamara and I were talkmg about it and she sard. _

Yes, she thought 1t had helped out to have the Cabmet wxfres hostessmg in

various room s, and that she would always be glad to do 1t. $ut she thought

At

- it would be a very useful thmg 1f we could even send them a list of those ‘

S that had accepted at such future functmnsor maybe - I suggested that we

could get together for avcup of tea and Just about forty-fwe minutes of

bnefmg,‘ passmg out the.hst of those commg and.Just say - I hope that each ‘

of you w111 11ght on a11 of tho‘s{‘e that‘you know 11ke a duck ona June bug. ’and |

help make them feel at home-.or perhaps choose those¢that seem to be left

alone and un“comfortable.ﬁn I thmk 1t‘s a good system but not one yet thoroughly
) worked out, ‘although I d1d see J’ane Freeman,ﬁ{sﬂy engaged in talkmg to

several of them. " And, of course, Mrs. Rusk always does a superb Job

and Phyl'fs D1110n is Just as kmd)/nd soc1a11y smooth as anybody could pOSBlblY

Be51des the Cabmet 1tse1f/::ere was qu1te a coterie from the State |

" Department there - the Balls. the Harnman;ﬁs, the Dav1d Beli';s of AID
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and many of those who make the wheels turn, right on to Mrs, Wilroy, who
is the hostess at Blair House.'
—

And then a sizeable group of ténder-secretaries/‘ I hope to give them a
chance for a gay evening that we might not get around to with them at the
White House 1n any other way, and aiso I do;\—;t would have been my joy to
know’that theydwere really worhing on theiAmbassadors whose party it was,
to mix and mingle with them, .. . The Cy Vancef:s from the Defense Department,
the Katzenhachcs fror'nb Justice, Franklin Roosevelq';s from Commerce, and of
course,v our newly appomted man to help on a broad field, Torn Mann, as well

staff _ .
as the coterle from Lyndon's office there, the MacGeorge Bundy!;s, -the Larry

PN - 4
:QS} '..f\-A . . :eg A
O'Brients, Reed}(?; Salingers", Sh.eei-agé;: - I was glad to see Sh-eain;ﬁvu :
there and got‘a chance to'dance' W1th hirh.. Ail of this group already were in
the East Room because most of them whom we ha.d shaken hands w1th many
t1mes, so thatAwe 1n1shed w1th the last Ambassador.)/e too went in the East =
Room, the band struck up and we began a very merry dance. The Dean led

off w1th me, and then I had a wh1r1 w1th everybody) from the French Ambas sador

to Dobr?hm of Rus 51a, wh1ch I am sure, caused all the 1ad1es to get out the1r ‘

pads and penc1ls and the group of reporters, ’E%:tl;xe was covermg the terntory

N

because : got around to Lynda Blrd too. He sa1d that Slbena was a land
endless S
that I ought to see, that 1t was kxthis, it was full of vast forests and diamonds,

I don't know whether he was usmg that as a f1gure of speech or whether he
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actually meant some untold mineral wealth ot maybe even diamonds them selvesx.

I wax beginning to worry that an Arab wouldn't dance with me, when delightfully

enough, the gentleman from Kuwait, who has one of the most beautiful wives in

the Corp§ came up and we did a waltz around the ﬂoor.k I suggested to Lyndon

'When Igota chance to dance with him, that he get geographical ~ from 'continent
‘ ‘ - \

to continent, so to speak, in his dancing - and I noticed that he did it and did it

beautifully,

It was pleasant to run into the people I've known through our travels, the

 Knuth- W1nterfe1dt¢s of Denmark the Ambassador of Cyprus and Mrs, Ross:.dcs,_: E

when I was danc1ng w1th h1m we consoled ’w1th‘ each other about his unhappy

Island; the D1op& frorn Senegal, andI.‘vIadarne Plbatzerof .Au‘stria,- whom I've
known in speech class, va.nd my' old fr1ends, mis arnlgos espeC1a1es, the Ambassador
of Memco and Senora Carrﬂlo-Flore‘s‘.N If Ambassador Matsas%f Greece was

there, 1 dldn't get to dance w1th h1m, and more 1s the p1ty. Mrs;' Menemencioglu

from Turkey was there, lookmg as beautlfully dressed as usual and our recent

fr1end and houseguest, Ambassador and Mrs. Knappstem from Germa.ny.' Also

Lady Ashenhe3m, the Ambassador of Jama1ca,' memories of one of the most

plea.sant little tripsv we had'.v And Mrs. Te jera.-Pari:s,. .w-ife of the Ambassador
of Venezuela, ';vho is a member of 'rnyénternational _club and one of the most

—

attractive members of the whole 'Ambassadorial Corp. The new Ahmed!}s-—— '

brother and s1ster~1n law to the Ahme dfy who Just left, of Pak1stan, were

Coge

among the most attractwe couples on the ﬂoor, but I looked in vain for the '

handsome face of __ﬁ\_&._. _b Nehru of Ind1a. The Ambassador and Mrs, Engen :
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Norway brought back memories of one of our last and most pleasant journeys -
the one to the Scandinavian countries, A=Y

A few, not as many as I would have liked because it's so colorful, came in
their native costumes, and these were nearly always from the African continent.

) : : :
I remmember one gentleman a‘l‘é a black,}{eaded hat, and vast robes of red and
green and black sort ot‘ plaid, that he had thrown around his shoulder like a cape
or serape and a big belt full of ornaments, | |
~ Next time, we must try to .figurea_out sorne. n_nu'sic tha.vt is particularly

appealing, but is popular in the continent of Afr.ica - and some that's popular |
in Asia, beoause I think we would have gotten f;{oie" of the representatiyes from
those two continents on the floor dandn g,. if we'd had something that they felt -~
well, that was their favorite; f | o e |

That was a 'good‘buffet in the dining room -.’go:'ing .a‘ll .the ‘way fr.orn steamshib
roast of beef and whoie 'turke:ys and harns%our always re11ab1e ch111’con Queso, o

but 1 d1dn't get that far down and after dancmg W1th as many as I could fmd, _It -

suddenly dawned on me that I was begmmng to get a 11tt1e weak in the knees and

I murmured goodbye to one or two at about e1ght th1rty and went upsta1rs, chmbed

in bed had supper on a tray, a good long talk w1th Lynda, and early to sleep.
hearmg later that Lyndon stayed and danced unt1l 9 30 and that many sa1d that it )
had been the gayest Wh1te House reception for fore1gn D1plomats that they could
remember, I'd give a lotj{f that's not Just nice party talk;\:ecause thls is

our one point of contact w1th most of them. ‘w‘.those from Afr1ea; thh lthose '

from Asia/&t’he whole year, perhaps in our whole administration, and I woulfd
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like for it to be a pleasant and memorable one.




