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T u esd ay , F e b ru a ry  11, 1964 W H D

I h o a rd e d  m y  s tre n g th  lik e  a  m is e r ,  w aiting  fo r  the D ip lom atic  R ecep tio in, 

g e t t i n g  up only  to ge t m y  h a ir  done, so th a t I w ould be - look  a s  w e ll a s  

p o ss ib le  fo r  the sev en  o 'c lo c k  re c e p tio n  w hich  w as iseiHg b u s in e s s  su it.

A bout 6:45 the D ean /--the A m b a ssa d o r  of N ica ra g u a--cam e u p s ta i r s  w ithout 

M rs .  S e v illa -S a c a sa , who is  s t i l l  tak ing  c a re  of th e ir  v e ry  i l l  l i t t le  ch ild , ju s t  

out of NIH. And a ls o  the A m b a ssad o r of the N e th e rla n d s  and  M adam Van Roigen 

c am e  up  b e c a u se  they  w ould be leav in g  v e ry  soon  i t  w as , r a th e r ,  to sa y  

goodby, , .C h ie f J u s tic e  and M rs , W a rre n  who a r e  a lw ays on h and  a s  an  

o rn a m e n t an d  s tan d -b y , the S e c re ta ry  of S tate and  M rs . R u sk . I’m  g e ttin g  

so  I  have the in c lin a tio n  to ju s t  go up and  le a n  w hen I 'm  a ro u n d  e i th e r  one of
V

th em . A nd I 'm  d e lig h ted  to say  th a t m y old  f r ie n d , John  S p ark m an  and  Ivo 

S p ark m an  w e re  th e re ,  h e 's  down the lin e  ju s t  a  l i t t le  b it   in  fo re ig n  a f f a ir s  

an d  the o th e rs  w e re  out of town. A nd A ngie and  R obin  Duke.

T h e  S pan ish  A m b a ssa d o r , a  v e ry  h an d so m e m an , w as th e re  too to p r e s e n t  

a  l e t t e r  to the P re s id e n t ,  so m eth in g  ab o u t th e ir  re co g n itio n  of R u ss ia , He and  

Lyndon d is a p p e a re d  fo r  aw hile  w hile we h ad  a , the r e s t  of u s , had  a  d r in k  and  

so m e c o n v e rsa tio n . And then  Lyndon, the De an  of the C o r p s , ,  L ynda B ird  

and  I ,  the S e c re ta ry  and  M rs . R u sk , cam e  downs ta i r s  p re c e e d e d  by  fu ll pom p 

and  panoply  of f la g s , we sto p p ed  an d  h ad  o u r p ic tu re  m ade a t  the  b o tto m , and  

th en  w alked  in to  the B lue R oom  to r e c e iv e  in  p ro p e r  p ro to c o l o r d e r   the 

A m b a ssa d o rs  fro m  a l l  the c o u n tr ie s , the C h a rg e  d 'a f f a i r s ,  an d  the fo u r new 

A m b a ssa d o rs  who w e re  th e re  to p r e s e n t  th e ir  c re d e n t ia ls .  A m b a ssa d o r  of the 

D om in ican  R ep u b lic  and  M rs . B o n illa , the A m b a ssa d o r  fro m  the Kingdom  of
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L ib y a  an d  M rs , A b id ia , the A m b a ssa d o r  of Pervu  and M rs , P a s t o r ,  who
■ 1

re p la c e d  the B e rckm eyer's, who h ad  b e e n  here. since tim e  began , and  the 

A m b a ssa d o r  fro m  Sw eden and  M rs , d eB e sch e , T hen  cam e GAS

A m b a ssa d o rs  who had  b e e n  h e ld  in  a n o th e r  ro o m - - I  hope w ith  am p le  d rin k s  

and  p len ty  of h o s te s s in g  fro m  m e m b e rs  of the C ab in e t- - cam e by  to be  g re e te d  

by  u s  in  th e ir  tu rn .

L a te r  on, M a rg y  M cN am ara  and  I w e re  ta lk ing  abou t i t  and  she  sa id .

Y es, she thought i t  h ad  h e lp e d  out to  h av e  the C ab in e t w iv e s  h o s te s s in g  in  

v a r io u s  ro o m s , and  th a t she w ould  a lw ays be g lad  to do i t .  B u t she thought 

i t  w ould be a  v e ry  u se fu l th ing if  we cou ld  even  sen d  them  a  l i s t  of those  

th a t h ad  a c c e p te d  a t  such  fu tu re  functions o r  m aybe -  I su g g e s ted  th a t we 

cou ld  g e t to g e th e r  fo r  a  cup of te a  and  ju s t  ab o u t fo r ty - f iv e  m in u te s  of 

b r ie f in g , p a s s in g  out the l i s t  of th o se  com ing  and  ju s t  sa y  - 1 hope th a t each  

of you w ill l ig h t on a l l  of th o se  th a t you know lik e  a  duck on a  June bug, and  

h e lp  m ak e  them  fe e l a t  hom e -  o r  p e rh a p s  choose  those  th a t seem  to be le f t  

a lo n e  an d  u n c o m fo rta b le . I  th ink  i t ' s  a  good sy s tem  b u t n o t one y e t th o rough ly  

w o rk ed  ou t, a lthough  I  d id  see  Jane  F re e m a n  b u s i ly   engaged  in  ta lk in g  to 

s e v e ra l  of th em . And, of c o u r s e ,  M rs , R u sk , a lw ays does a  su p e rb  job 

an d  P h y llis  D illon  is  ju s t  a s  k ind a n d  so c ia lly  sm o o th  a s  anybody could  p o ss ib ly  

b e ,'

B e s id e s  the C ab in e t i t s e l f  t h e re  w as qu ite  a  c o te r ie  fro m  the S tate 

D e p a r tm e n t th e re  -  the B a lls ,  the H a rr im a n s , the D avid B ell s  of AID
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and  m any  of those  who m ak e  the w h ee ls  tu rn , r ig h t on to M rs . W ilroy , who

is  the h o s te s s  a t  B la ir  H o u se .'

And then  a  s iz e a b le  group  of u n d e r - s e c r e ta r ie s -- I hope to give them a

ch an ce  fo r  a  gay even ing  th a t we m ig h t no t g e t a ro u n d  to w ith  them  a t  the

Wh i te H ouse in  any  o th e r  w ay, and  a lso  I  do- - i t  w ould hav e  b ee n  m y  joy  to

know th a t they  w e re  r e a l ly  w ork ing  on the A m b a ssa d o rs  w hose p a r ty  i t  w a s ,

to m ix  and  m in g le  w ith  th em . . . The Cy V a n c e s  fro m  the D efense D ep a rtm e n t,

the K atzenbachs  fro m  J u s t ic e ,  F ra n k lin  R o o s e v e l ts  fro m  C o m m e rc e , and  of

c o u rs e ,  o u r new ly  ap p o in ted  m an  to h e lp  on a  b ro a d  f ie ld , Tom M ann, a s  w ell
 ■ ^

a s  the c o te r ie  fro m  L y n d o n 's  office s ta f f ,  t h e  M c G e o r g e  B u n d y s , the L a r r y

O 'B r ie n s ,  R eedys , S a lin g e rs , S ch lesingerss, --  I  w as g lad  to see  Schlesinger

th e re  and  got a  ch an ce  to dance w ith  h im . A ll of th is  g roup  a lre a d y  w e re  in

the E a s t  Room  b e c a u se  m o s t of them  w hom  we h ad  sh ak en  hands w ith  m an y
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i^n ished  w ith  the l a s t  A m b a ssa d o r  we too went to the t im e s , so that when we f in ish e d  w ith  the l a s t  A m b a ssa d o r , w e too w ent in  the E a s t  

R oom , the b an d  s tru c k  up an d  we b eg an  a  v e ry  m e r r y  dan ce . T he D ean le d  

off w ith  m e , and  then  I  h ad  a  w h ir l  w ith  ev ery b o d y, fro m  the F re n c h  A m b a ssa d o r 

to  D obrynin  of R u s s ia ,  w hich  I  am  s u re ,  c a u se d  a l l  the la d ie s  to g e t out th e ir

p ad s  and  p e n c ils  and  the g roup  of r e p o r t e r s ,  b u t  h e   w as c o v e rin g  the t e r r i to r y

b e c a u se  he go t a ro u n d  to L ynda B ird  too. He sa id  th a t S ib e ria  w as a  land

th a t I  ought to s e e , th a t i t  w as endless,  i t  w as fu ll of v a s t  f o r e s ts  and  d iam o n d s. 

I  don’t know w h e th e r he w as u s in g  th a t a s  a  f ig u re  of sp eech  o r  w h e th e r  he
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a c tu a lly  m e an t som e un to ld  m in e ra l  w ea lth  o r  m aybe even  d iam onds th e m se lv e s \

I  w an beg inn ing  to w o rry  th a t a n  A rab  w o u ld n 't dance w ith  m e , w hen d e lig h tfu lly  

enough, the g en tle m an  fro m  K uw ait, who h a s  one of the m o s t b eau tifu l w ives in  

the C o rp s  cam e  up an d  we did  a  w altz  a ro u n d  the f lo o r . I su g g e s ted  to Lyndon 

w hen I got a  ch an ce  to dance w ith  h im  th a t he ge t g eo g ra p h ic a l - fro m  co n tin en t 

to co n tin en t, so  to sp eak , in  h is  dancing  - and  I n o tic e d  th a t he did i t  and  d id  i t  

b ea u tifu lly .

It w as p le a s a n t to ru n  in to  the peop le  I 'v e  known th ro u g h  o u r  t r a v e ls ,  the 

K n u th -W in te rfe ld s  of D en m ark , the A m b a ssa d o r  of C y p ru s  and  M rs . R o s s id e s - -  

(  w hen  I  w as dancing  w ith  h im  we c o n so le d  w ith  each  o th e r abou t h is  unhappy

Is lan d ; the D io p s  fro m  S enegal, and  M adam e P la tz e r  of A u s tr ia ,  whom I 'v e  

know n in  sp ee ch  c la s s ,  and  m y  o ld  f r ie n d s ,’ mis am ig o s  e s p e c ia le s , the  A m b assa d o r 

o f M exico  and  S en o ra  C a r r i l lo - F lo re s ,  If A m b assa d o r M a tsa s  o f G re e c e  w as 

th e re ,  I  d idn’t g e t to dance  w ith  h im , and  m o re  i s  the p ity , M rs , M enem enciog lu  

fro m  T u rk e y  w as th e re ,  looking  a s  b e a u tifu lly  d r e s s e d  a s  u s u a l, and  o u r r e c e n t  

f r ie n d  and  h o u seg u e s t, A m b a ssa d o r and  M rs , K n ap p ste in  fro m  G e rm any.  A lso  

L ady  A sh en h e im , the A m b a ssa d o r of J a m a ic a , m e m o rie s  of one of the m o s t  

p le a s a n t l i t t le  t r ip s  we h ad . And M rs , T e je r a - P a r i s ,  w ife of the A m b a ssad o r 

of V en ezu e la , who is  a  m e m b e r  o f m y  in te rn a tio n a l club and  one of the  m o s t 

a t t r a c t iv e  m e m b e rs  of the  whole A m b a s sa d o r ia l C o rp . The new  A hm eds - -  

b ro th e r  an d  s i s te r - in - la w  to the A hm eds   who ju s t  le f t,  of P a k is ta n , w e re
. ■ >  ■ ...............

am ong the m o s t- a t t r a c tiv e  co u p les  on the f lo o r , b u t I  looked  in  v a in  fo r  the 

h an d so m e face  of .B . K .  N ehru  of Ind ia . The A m b a ssa d o r and  M rs , E ngen
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N orw ay b ro u g h t b ack  m e m o rie s  of one of our l a s t  and  m o s t p le a s a n t jo u rn e y s  - 

the one to  the S cand inav ian  c o u n tr ie s ,

A few , no t a s  m an y  a s  I  w ould have lik e d  b e c a u se  i t ’s so  c o lo r fu l,  cam e  in  

th e ir  n a tiv e  c o s tu m e s , and  th e se  w ere  n e a r ly  a lw ays fro m  the A fric a n  co n tin en t,
I '

I  r e m e m b e r  one g en tlem an  i n  a  b la c k  b ead ed  h a t, and  v a s t  ro b e s  o f re d  and 

g re e n  and  b la c k  s o r t  of p la id , th a t he h ad  th row n  a ro u n d  h is  sh o u ld e r like  a  cape 

o r  s e ra p e  an d  a  b ig  b e l t  fu ll of o rn a m e n ts .

N ext tim e , we m u s t t ry  to f ig u re ,o u t som e m u sic  th a t is  p a r t ic u la r ly  

ap p ea lin g , bu t is  p o p u la r in  the co n tin en t of A fric a  -  and  som e th a t 's  p o p u la r 

i in  A s ia , b e c a u se  I th ink  we w ould have go tten  m o re  of the r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  fro m

—̂ th o se  two co n tin en ts  on the f lo o r  d an c in g , if  we*d had  so m eth ing  th a t they  fe lt  -  

w e ll, th a t w as th e ir  f a v o r ite .

T h a t w as a  good b u ffe t in  the din ing  room  - going a l l  the w ay fro m  s te a m s h ip  

r o a s t  of b e e f  an d  w hole tu rk e y s  and  h a m s  to  o u r a lw ays re l ia b le  c h il i  con Q u eso , 

bu t I  d id n 't  get th a t f a r  down an d  a f te r  dancing  w ith  a s  m an y  a s  I  co u ld  find . I t  ' 

sudden ly  daw ned on m e th a t I w as beg inn ing  to g e t a  l i t t le  w eak  in  the k n ees  and 

I m u rm u re d  goodbye to one o r  two a t  ab o u t e ig h t- th ir ty  and  w ent u p s ta i r s ,  c lim b e d  

in  bed , h ad  su p p e r  on a  t r a y ,  a  good long ta lk  w ith  L ynda, and  e a r ly  to  s le e p , 

h e a r in g  l a t e r  th a t Lyndon s ta y e d  an d  d an ced  u n til 9:30 and  th a t m an y  sa id  th a t i t  

h ad  b ee n  the g a y e s t W hite H ouse re c e p tio n  fo r  fo re ig n  D ip lo m ats  th a t th ey  could  

^  r e m e m b e r .  I 'd  give a   lo t if   th a t 's  no t ju s t  n ice  p a r ty  ta lk - - b e c a u se  th is   is

r ' - o u r one p o in t of c o n ta c t w ith  m o s t of th em , with those  fro m  A fr ic a , w ith  those  

fro m  A s ia   the w hole y e a r ,  p e rh a p s  in  o u r w hole a d m in is tra tio n , and  I  w ould
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