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W ednesday, F e b ru a ry  12, 1964   WHD

'* The day  beg an  w ith  the a r r iv a l  of the D ouglas H u m e 's  a t  10:40 th is

m o rn in g . We m e t them  out a t  the h e lic o p te r  pad.  M rs . D ouglas H um e, ta l l  

a n d  composed  an d  v e ry  ple a s a n t  looking an d  in  a  g re e n  s u it   l an d ed  am id  the 

d r if tin g  snow  th a t a lw ays co m e s  down a f te r  a  h e l ic op te r  h a s  lan d ed  in  the snow , 

I  a lm o s t fo rg o t to give h e r  the b ig  bouquet of ro s e s  I w as c a r ry in g  fo r  h e r .

We m ade o u r w ay down the lin e  of a s s o r te d  g re e tin g  c o m m itte e , shak ing  hands 

and  then  w en t th ro u g h  the W hite H ouse and  up to the f ro n t p o r tic o .  T h e r e - -

and  i t  r e a l ly  w as a  b e au tifu lly  d ra m a tic  p lace  fo r  a  w elcom ing  ce rem o n y - - out

in  f ro n t  w e re  a l l  the 50 flag s  of o u r s ta te s ,  flapp ing  sn ap p ily  in  the b re e z e  and  

the m il i ta ry  men a t  a tte n tio n , the two n a tio n a l a n th e m s, a  g roup  of in te re s te d

             sight see r s  l a t e r  on  I  found out th a t they  w e re  on a w o m en 's  c o m m iss io n  
A

w aiting  to see  m y  husband- - c ra n in g  th e ir  n eck s  o v e r on the le f t  s id e,  and  the 

B r i t i s h  and  A m e ric a n  p a r t ie s .  W hat w ould we do w ithout th o se  people th a t 

go a ro u n d  pinning  down on the f lo o r  - o r  r a th e r  p a s tin g  down on the flo o r -  y o u r
’  ■?

p ro p e r  n am e ta g s  a t  e x a c tly  the sp o t w h e re  you a r e  to s tan d . It m a k es  th ings 

so s im p le  fo r  u s .

P r im e  M in is te r  H um e, w hose d ig n i ty   and  a lso  se n se  of a m u se m e n t s e e m s

un d aun ted  by the p o ss ib ility -- a lm o s t a  c e r ta in ty-- th a t he w ill be o u s te d  a t  the 

n e x t e le c tio n  th a t w ill take  p lace  in  the n ex t five m o n th s, m ade a  p le a s a n t and 

ad eq u a te  sp ee ch , and  so d id  Lyndon and  then  we  b id  them  goodbye and 

d isp a tc h e d  them  in to  th e ir  lim o u s in e s  and  they  d rove  off in to  the f ro s ty  a i r .

T hen  I  w alked  o v e r to the F ish  R oom , w h ere  a C it iz e n s ' A d v iso ry  C ouncil 

on the S ta tu s o f W om en w as ho ld ing  i ts  s e s s io n  and  w aiting  to m e e t Lyndon.
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I saw  a lo t  of o ld  f r ie n d s ,  M a rg a re t  H ickey , S en io r e d ito r  of the L a d ie s  Hom e

Jo u rn a l; ub iq u ito u s  E s th e r  P e te r s o n , and  Anna R o o sev e lt H a ls te a d , d au g h te r

of P re s id e n t  R o o se v e lt. T h is  is  w hat is  s o r t  of le f t  o v e r fro m  the P re s id e n t
uJ

K en nedy 's  C o m m iss io n  on the S ta tus of W om en- -  w a s  th e re  e v e r  a  C o m m iss io n  

o r  C o m m ittee  th a t r e a l ly  cam e to the d ead  end, th is  one now is  m ak ing  its  

b u s in e s s  try in g  to lo c a te  and  re co m m en d  u se fu l t a l en ted  w om en fo r  p o ss ib le  

u se  in  g o v e rn m en t, I  shook hands a l l  a ro u n d  and took the o p p o rtu n ity  to a s k  

A nna if  she w ould d ro p  o v e r  fo r a  cup of te a , w hich she did.

A bout 4:30 th a t a f te rn o o n  'B i l ly  M arcu s  of D a lla s   a r r iv e d  a f te r  having  

done a  to u r of the W hite H ous e w ith  W endy, and  r ig h t v e ry  soon beh ind  h e r  

A nna R o o se v e lt H als tea d. We s a t  down to  te a  and good c o n v e rsa tio n . M rs , 

H a ls te a d  to ld  m e how she h ad  com e to spend  the l a s t  y e a r  and  a  h a lf  of h e r  

f a th e r 's  life  h e re  in  the W hite H ouse w ith  h im , I  g a th e r  i t  w as s o r t  of to 

f i l l  in  the n eed s  fo r  h im  th a t only a  m e m b e r  of a  fa m ily  could  do. She sa id  

s he liv e d  in  the L in co ln  Room  w hile  she w as h e re  and th a t the room  nex t 

d o o r h ad  b ee n  the room  fo r h e r  l i t t le  boy , th a t I g a th e re d  a t  th a t tim e  w as 

five o r  s ix , S i s t i e   an d  B uzzy , the o ld e r  c h ild re n  -  the m u ch  b e t te r  known
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c h ild re n -- the y o u n g s te rs  o f the P re s id e n t  R o o se v e lt 's  e a r ly  d ay s , w e re  a lre a d y  

out and  gone to sch o o l,

   r TAnd the L in co ln  fu rn itu re  i ts e lf /a p p e a r  s ^ w a s  in  a  room  r ig h t o ^ w h e r e

            one g e ts  off the second  f lo o r  e le v a to r , and  w hat is  now p a r t ly  the dining ro o m ,
*' 

I g a th e re d  th a t th e re  w as no p a r t it io n  th e re  a t  th a t t im e .  But she is such an  in te re s t in g ,

v ita l  p e r s o n  an d  i t  w as h a rd  to keep  h e r  p inned  down to r e m in is c e n c e s
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of the R o o sev e lt d ay s , w hich  is  w hat I r e a l ly  w an ted  to do b e s t , -- ex cep t th a t one
— " __ she sa id

thing she sa id  -- a f te r  a  c e r ta in  e n co u n te r  w ith  h e r  f a th e r -- she said she looked  up a t him

and then sa id , " F a th e r ,  you can  re la x . I ’m  tak ing  no n o te s  and  I 'l l  n e v e r  w r ite

a  b o o k ,” T hen  she to ld  us abou t how she had  sp en t abou t fo u r y e a rs  w ith h e r

hu sb an d  in  I ra n , on I b e lie v e  i t  w as a  M ed ic a l F u lb rig h t S c h o la rsh ip , w ith  w hich

he w o rk ed  in  the h o s p ita ls  and  in  the v il la g e s . H er p ic tu re  w as no t too

e n co u rag in g , a lthough  she ad m itte d  she b e lie v e d  th a t the Shah w as try in g ,

bu t she thought the o b s ta c le s  a p p a re n tly  w e re  p re t ty  d a rn  heav y  a g a in s t  h im .

F o r  one th ing , th e re  w as one tim e  w hen  she h ad  b een  tre a te d  v e ry  h o sp itab ly

and  ro y a lly  and re tu rn e d  home  to the U nited  S ta tes  on a  v is i t .  In the m e a n tim e , 
h e r  m o th e r ,
the tra v e lin g  M rs .  R o o sev e lt, h ad  gone to I s r a e l  and  m ade a  sp eech  in  w hich  

she m ad e  som e h ig h ly  c o m p lim e n ta ry  r e m a rk s  abou t I s r a e l  and  som e n o t so

V\
c o m p lim e n ta ry  abou t the s e m i-p o lic e d  s ta te  of I ra n . And w hen Anna got 

b ack , she w as to ld  th a t she w as n o t w e lco m e . I suppose  you g e t a s  m any  

d iffe re n t p ic tu re s  of i t  a s  people th a t you ta lk  to . I t w as fun having  an  h o u r 

o r  so v i s i t  w ith  h e r  and  Billie  a lthough  I  h a rd ly  got in  a  w o rd  in  e d g e -w ise  w ith  

B illie  abou t  D allas  and  o u r few  f r ie n d s  th e re  bu t enough to h e a r  h e r  say  how 

fond she  w as of L u c i and  how c lo se  L u c i and  W endy h ad  grow n.

L a te r  on, the B ill W hites   cam e to d in n e r  and we s a t  a ro u n d  and h ad  a 

good ta lk  about h is  book and about Lyndon' s re a so n s  fo r having s t a r t e d  

going to ch u rch .
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My re a s o n  b e ing , qu ite  sim ply, th a t he knew  th a t anybody who liv ed  in  

the h o u se  he l iv e  i n, and  s a t  a t  the d e sk  he s a t  a t, n eed ed  h e lp  m o re  than 

m a n 's .  And oddly enough, the seco n d  r e a s o n  w a s  th a t nobody could  any  

lo n g e r  a c c u se  h im  of going to c h u rc h  fo r  p o lit ic a l r e a s o n s ,  of being  a
CM-'w—

demagogue b e c a u se  he w as a lre a d y  th e re , he w as a lre a d y  a t  the top, so 

to sp eak . B ill added , and  th is  w as funny com ing fro m  B ill -  " I  th ink  

th e r e ’s a n o th e r  re a so n  - I  th ink  he w an ts  to s e t  a  good e x a m p le .” F ine  

an d  laudable r e a s o n , b u t h a rd ly  w hat I had  ex p ec ted  fro m  B ill.

As a lw ay s , i t  w as one of the m o s t re la x e d  and  p le a s a n t even ings 

we e v e r  h av e , w ith  ju s t  th em . I t 's  d iff icu lt to find  a  couple th a t a s  eq u a lly  

s tim u la tin g ; bo th  the m a n  and  h is  w ife , and  th a t you can  fe e l  u t te r ly  f re e  

an d  e a sy  a ro u n d , and  th a t h a v e n 't  changed  s in ce  you got in to  th is  job.
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