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It w as a  fu ll day  of the B r i t is h .  Lyndon had  lunch  a t  the 

E m b a ssy  a s  the g u e s t of the P r im e  M in is te r ,  S ir D ouglas H um e - -  

a  s tag  luncheon , w ith  a  w ork ing  g roup .

T hen  in  the a fte rn o o n , R ob in  Duke p ick ed  m e up and we w ent
... ^

to te a  a t  the  E m b a ssy , w here there w ere  M rs . R usk , M rs . M cN am ara ,

P h y llis  D illon , E un ice  S h r iv e r , E th e l K ennedy, th a t a n c ie n t b u t s t i l l
^  Dun

red o u b tab le  d o w ag er, M rs . R o b e r t Woods B l is s  of Dunbarton  O aks, M rs ,
ic

N ich o las L ongw orth ,  80 y e a r s  o ld  p lu s  one day, and  the s p r i t e s-t of the 

lo t. The B r i t is h  p a r ty ,  inc lu d in g  of c o u rse , M rs ,  R . A, B u tle r ,

M rs , M axw ell T a y lo r , and  J a c k ie 's  m o th e r , M rs . Hugh A u ch in c lo ss .

O ur h o s te s s ,  e le g a n t and  s e re n e   L ady O rm sb y -G o re , I h ad  

se e n  e a r l i e r  th a t m o rn in g  in  w hat w as undoub ted ly  one of the fu n n ie s t 

p ic tu re s  of the y e a r - -  s h e   be in g  sed a te  and  d ign ified , and  u t te r ly  above 

- -  and  in  com pany  w ith  the B e a tle s  -  m op-hoaded  fo u rso m e  fro m  G re a t 

B r ita in , who a r e  h e re  s in g in g  and  s ta r t in g  a l l  the te e n a g e rs  in to  a  f r e n 2sy

  Iof c h e e r s , /a n d  n e a r - h y s te r ia .  I t w ould have taken  the p o ise  of L ady 

O rm sy -G o re ,  to  a p p e a r  w ith  the B e a tle s  a n d  s t i l l  com e out u n sca th ed .

L ady  O rm sb y -G o re  s e tt le d  m e on a  couch  and  w hile  they  p a s s e d  

d e lic io u s  tea -- r e f r e s h m e n ts  w hich nobody n eed ed  (everybody had  had  a  b ig  

luncheon) and  then  b ro u g h t a ro u n d  g u es t a f te r  g u es t to c h a t w ith m e . One 

of the m o s t in te re s t in g  w as M rs , B lis s ,  a lthough  a  l i t t le  d ea f and d iff icu lt 

to ta lk  to [who] had a c c u m u la te d  one of the w o r ld 's  m o s t b eau tifu l l i s t  of
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p o s s e s s io n s .  T he g ro u n d s of D unbarton  O aks a r e  e x q u is ite . And th en   

she h as  th e re  now t h e  g re a t  C o lum bian  A rt ex h ib it, w hich  is  h igh on m y

ag en d a  of so m eth in g  to go to . She’s f ille d  h e r  life  w ith  a lo t of b eau ty  

and  know ledge and  le t  a  lo t of i t  s p il l  o v er in to  the b e lo v ed  c ity  of 

W ashington .

T hen  cam e the big  even t of the day  - the d in n e r fo r  the B r i t is h ,  

fo r  w hich  I h ad  p u rc h a se d  a  new  re d  evening d r e s s  an d  w as going to u s e  

fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  m y   h a irp ie c e ,  w hich I hoped , w ould m ake m e look  

d ig n ified  and  e le g a n t. A las! W hat a   le t-d o w n  - to w alk  in  and h e a r  

Lyndon say , "W hy did  you le t  them  m ake you look  lik e  you w ere  65 y e a rs  

o ld?"

We m e t S ir  A lec and  L ady  D ouglas H um e, the B u tle rs  and

O r m s b y - G o re s  a t  the f ro n t door a t  abou t a  q u a r te r  of e ig h t and took

them  u p s ta i r s  to the Y ellow  Room  w h e re , w ith  the u su a l s m a ll  g roup ,

in c lu d in g  bo th  the S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  and  V irg in ia  R usk , and  our k e e p e r ,

A ngie D uke. We h ad  a  d rin k , a  l i t t le  p le a s a n t c o n v e rsa tio n , and  then

w ent in  to exchange the g if ts . We a r e  counting  h e a v ily  on h e r  r e a l

in te r e s t  in  g a rd en in g , fo r  m y  g ift to h e r  w as a  v a s t  s e r ie s  of g a rd en in g  
p lu s

b o o k s ,/so m e  m ag n o lia  seed s  fro m  m y  old, lo v ed  hom e, the E lm s . If she 

r e a l ly  d o e s n 't  lik e  g a rd en in g  a l l  th a t m uch , I hope s h e 's  got enough a ttic  

sp ace  to pu t them  in . We a lso  gave a  docum en t s ig n ed  by T hom as 

J e f fe rs o n  , w hich  I  w ould lik e  to have kep t m y se lf , and  the N ational
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G eo g rap h ic  m ap  c a s e  w hich, I th in k  can  h a rd ly  be b e a t, to the P r im e  

M in is te r ,  a s  a  m a n 's  g ift  fro m  a  m an .

S ir A lec and  L ady D ouglas Hum e gave us a h andsom e p a ir  of

c ro w n  S taffo rdsh ire   hawk owls and an an tiq u e  G eorge  III s i lv e r  d e sk  s e t  -  in  sp ite
w //

of the p a p e r  hav ing  c a lle d  i t  a  sw e e tm e a t b a sk e t.

We w ent down the , by  now, a lm o s t f a m il ia r  s t a i r s ,  to the tune

of "H a il to the C h i e f ,  w ith  fu ll pom p and d isp la y , f la g s , r e d -c o a te d  

M arin e  B and, c o te r ie  of p h o to g ra p h e rs , and  an  a lm o s t to o -len g th y  stop  

fo r  p ic tu re  tak ing , and  then on in to  the  E a s t  Room  to s tan d  in  lin e ,

 yT his  tim e  I h ad  som eone beh ind  m e ,^ ^ h o  v e ry  c le a r ly  gave m e the n am es j  

w hich  w as a  g re a t  h e lp , b e c a u se  I  lik e  to know in  the one in s ta n t  th a t I 

see  th a t in d iv id u a l I  m ay  n o t g e t b a c k  to them  a l l  even ing  lo n g )   

th a t 's  a  g u es t in  m y  h o m e, and  I  w an t to have a  one m in u te  exchange of 

e y e s , i f  noth ing  e ls e .  B e s id e s , I  ju s t  d o n 't  w an t to m u rm u r  "g lub" a s  

I  in tro d u ce  the in d iv id u a l to the lad y  s tand ing  by  m e .

T he g u e s t l i s t ,  a s  u su a l w as a  m ontage; fro m  the H ill th e re  w ere  

the R u s s e ll  Longs , and  the C lin ton  A n d e r s o n s ,  and  the Ja c k  B ro o k s ' of 

T e x a s , F ro m  the w id e r  f ie ld  of p o li t ic s ,  the G o v ern o r of Minn e s o ta  and  

M rs , R o lv aag , M ayor D ick D ailey  of C h icago , and  th a t com ing  young co u p le , 

the E ugene Wymans   fro m  L os A n g e le s , C a lifo rn ia  - I th ink  th a t h e 's  

N atio n a l C o m m itteem an ,

C'
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Am ong old  f r ie n d s ,  i t  w as e sp e c ia lly  n ice  to see  Abe and  C a ro l 

F o r ta s  th e re ,  and  Tom  C o rc o ra n  w ith  h is  l i t t le  d au g h te r , w hose ey es  w e re  

out on s te m s . It w as c le a r ly  a  f a iry  d ream  of a n igh t fo r  h e r .  And then 

the E d  W e is ls  down fro m  New Y o rk  -  the f i r s t  pub lic  a p p e a ra n c e  of A lice 

s in c e  the re m o v a l of h e r  jaw  -  and  a  v e ry  co u rag eo u s  thing fo r  h e r  to do,

I thought i t  w as abou t tim e  we w o rk ed  in  som e T exans and  so  I

h ad  Joe A lb ritto n , the S tan ley  M a rc u s ' of D a lla s , C am ero n  M cE lro y , from

poaU
m y  own hom e town of M a rs h a ll ,  the B ill Noe l s  of O d essa , and  M a rlin  

Sandlin  of H ouston , w h o 'se  h e a d  of the E n g lish  speak ing  un ion , and  D avid 

S e a r le s ,  a ls o  of H ouston , My f r ie n d  A lec R o se  of the H a t te r 's  Union, 

r e p re s e n te d  L a b o r, and  fro m  the f ie ld  of ed u ca tio n , th e re  w e re  D r, and  

M rs ,  C o u rtn ey  S m ith  of S w arth m o re  C ollege - he h ead s  the R hoads
Z'

A ^S c h o la rsh ip  P ro g ra m ; the ED R u s se ll s of Conde ' - N as t, Vogue and  so 

fo r th ; D r. and  M rs , N abritt  of H ow ard  U n iv e rs ity  and  a  coup le  of n e g ro  

e d u c a to rs  fro m  a  V irg in ia  c o lle g e , I  b e liev e  D r. and  M rs . P h ilip  B u tc h e r , 

Oh, y e s , fro m  the p ub lish ing  w o rld , I  c e r ta in ly  sh o u ld n 't have forgcttten  

m y  f r ie n d s  t he John  C a r t e r s  of M cC a lls .

And then , i f  one co u ld  be so d a rin g  a s  to lum p c u ltu re  and 

e n te r ta in m e n t to g e th e r , Allen D ru ry , m y old fr ie n d ; A lb e r t  F in n ey , th a t

b r ig h t new  young E n g lish  a c to r  who le a p s  n im b ly  fro m  b ed  to b ed  in  

Tom  Jo n es  ,  on  the m ovie  s c re e n s  today  and  is  the ra g e  of the young 

g i r ls ;  Meye r  D av is , who le d  the fam ous band  fo r  so m an y  y e a r s  and  h as  

p lay ed  fo r  s ix  P re s id e n ts  and  ton igh t he p lay ed  fo r  h is  sev en th  - fo r  u s ;
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n
an d  o u r f r ie n d s  s in ce  ab o u t 1939, E r ic h and  Ann L e in sd o rf , h e 's  the 

c o n d u c to r of the B oston  Sym phony O rc h e s tr a ;  and  John .Steinbeck, 

one of m y  r e a l ly  fa v o rite  a u th o rs ; and , c e r ta in ly  no t to be fo rg o tte n  

by h im s e lf  o r  ig n o re d  by anybody e ls e ,  M r, M ilton  B e r le , of B ev e rly  

H ills ,  C a lifo rn i a ,  a lw ays on hand  w hen the D e m o c ra tic  P a r ty  i s  in  n eed
y

of h e lp .

T h e re  w ere  abou t 130 of u s , s e a te d  a t  ro u n d  ta b le s  fo r  10 each , 

w ith  the h ead  tab le  fo r  2 O, I  h ad  a  r e a l ly  good tim e  w ith  S ir  A lec on m y 

r ig h t  and  M r. B u tle r  on m y  le f t .  Lyndon’s to a s t  w as no le s s  tru e  b e ca u se
II

i t ’s b e en  sa id  o v e r and  over,-"the k ind  of g o v e rn m en t we have today w as 

^  ( b o rn  on the f ie ld s  of R unnym eade; o u r  sy s tem  of f a i r  p lay  w as l if te d  r ig h t
---  o  ^

/ . out of the c la ss ic  d eb a te s  in  y o u r H ouse of C om m ons; o u r co n cep ts  of

^  hu m an  r ig h ts  and  f re e d o m s  com e fro m  m any  s o u rc e s ,  b u t t h a t ta p ro o ts

w e re  n o u r ish e d  in  E n g lish  so il and  w a te re d  w ith  E n g lish  b lood ,"  And then
S ir

he  got a  k ittle  la u g h te r  in to  i t  w hen he r e f e r r e d  to h im s e lf  a n d  Sir A lec a s  

co u n try  boys and  sa id  "O ne th ing we sh a re d  in  com m on, th is  Scotch 

h ig h la n d e r  and  th is  T ex as  r a n c h e r ,  w as a  love of the la n d ."  He got a  

lau g h  -  I d o n 't know how w ry  he m ay  have b een  -  I m e a n  on the p a r t  of som e 

of the o th e r s ,  w hen he sa id  he w ould p e rm it  no fu n d am en ta l d iffe re n c e s  

b e tw een  the two n a tio n s  a s  long a s  S ir A lec is  P r im e  M in is te r  and  o th e rs  

m ay  judge how long th a t m ay  b e .

A fte r  S ir  A le c 's  g ra c e fu l and  d eco ro u s  to a s t, in  w hich the only 

tim e  he touched  on the su b je c t of th e ir  tra d e  w ith  C uba w a s   to say  th a t
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we m ay  have to sen d  b u se s  to Cuba b u t we w ill n o t le t  any th ing  fu n d am en ta l 

in te r f e re b e tw een  u s .

And a f te r  the S tro llin g  S trin g s  had  wound am ong u s , b rin g in g  

th e ir  m ag ic  and  th e ir  m elo d y , we got up and  w ent in to  the E a s t  Room  and 

s ta r te d  d ancing . A bout 200 m o re  peop le  jo in ed  u s , includ ing  the 

A m b a s s a d o r s  th a t now d im in ish in g  lin e  of A m b a ssa d o rs - -  fro m  the 

C om m onw ealth  c o u n tr ie s .  I  h ad  a sk e d  D iana and  D onald to com e b e ca u se  

he h a s  dual c i t iz e n sh ip , S cotch  a s  w e ll a s  U nited  S ta te s , b e s id e s  she had  

w o rk ed  h a rd  enough the n ig h t b e fo re  try in g  to keep  the F re n c h -sp e a k in g  

p eop le  happy  and  the people th a t she had  known fro m  h e r  w o rk  on the 

A fric a n  d e s k happy , th a t I  thought she d e s e rv e d  to see  som ebody  who 

m e a n t a  lo t to h e r  h u sb a n d 's  b ack g ro u n d  - they both  com e fro m  S cotland ,

I  w onder i f  i t  cou ld  have b e en  m y  im ag in a tio n  w hen I thought 

I saw  the tw osom e dancing  fro m  P a k is ta n  and  India?  I ' m  no t - I  don’t 

qu ite  r e m e m b e r  w h e th e r  i t  w as M rs , A hm ed and  M r, N eh ru  o r  the o th e r 

w ay a ro u n d . A t any  r a te ,  ev e ry o n e  got in to  the s p i r i t  of th ings and  i t  

w as a  lo t of d e lig h tfu l d ancing . T h e re  w ere  c a b a re t  ta b le s  s e a te d  a ro u n d  

and  cham pagne be ing  p a s se d  so th a t anybody th a t d id n 't  w ant to  dance 

co u ld  s i t  down and  be c o m fo rta b le .

D ancing is  one of m y  fa v o rite  jo y s  and  I h ad  a  p le a s a n t tu rn  

w ith  B ill W a l t ron , c h a irm a n  of the C o m m iss io n  on F ine  A rts ;  and  m y ta l l  

f r ie n d . B ill B a tt of ARA, bu t r a th e r  soon I took up m y s tan d  in  the h a l l  to 

te l l  peop le  goodbye. T he P r im e  M in is te r  and  Lady D ouglas H um e le f t  

sh o r tly  a f te r  11 bu t I s tay e d  d o w n s ta irs  u n til  c lo se  to 12 b ec a u se  th e re
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w e re  m an y  people  th a t I  r e a l ly  ju s t  y e a rn e d  to v is i t  w ith , e s p e c ia lly  

the W eisl s ,  e s p e c ia lly  the T e x an s , rn o s t p a r t ic u la r ly  C a m e ro n  and  

L u c ille  M cE lro y . A t one po in t, I  saw  the P r im e  M in is te r  hav ing  a  

v e ry  e a r n e s t  t e te - a - te te  w ith  W alte r  L ippm ann , dean  of the columnists! 

o v er in  the c o r n e r .  T h a t w as a  c o n v e rsa tio n  I w ould lik e  to have 

e a v e s -d ro p p e d  on.

A m ong the 200 who c am e  in  a f te r  d in n e r to d an ce , I  n o ticed  

a lo t of  1960 Jo hnson  advance  p e o p le , ju s t  the k ind of fo lk s I w ant to 

have a ro u n d  m e . And then  th e re  w e re  m e m b e rs  of the B r i t is h  p a r ty  

whom we h ad  n o t b een  ab le  to in v ite  to the d in n e r , and  a  lo t  of S tate  

D e p a rtm e n t w o rk e rs  a s  w e ll a s  som e of the Johnson  s ta ff , a  l i t t le  

g l i t te r  fo r the la te  h o u rs , and  a  lo t of lo v e .


