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T h is  m o rn in g  began  h ap p ily , w ith  a  p re tty  l i t t le  bouquet and

a v a le n tin e , h o m em ad e , fro m  W a rrie  Lynn. Lynda B ird  had  a lre a d y

given  m e h e r s ,  a  p ic tu re  of h e r s e l f  w i th  a d e lic io u s  in sc r ip tio n , ty p ica l

of th a t ch ild  -  and  Lyndon, a  book c a lle d  R euben, R euben  by P e te r  U r i e s ,

w ith  a  sau cy  l i t t le  m e ss a g e  in s id e , a d d re s s e d  to C laud ia  T a y lo r  Johnson , and

s ig n ed  by  a  nam e th a t nobody but he and I w ould r e m e m b e r ,  som eth ing  I u se d  to c a ll  

h im  a  v e ry  long tim e  ago , abou t 29 y e a r s  ago in  fa c t, and  som eth in g  th a t 

can n o t be re p e a te d  h e r e ,  I  s h a ll  pu t i t  aw ay in  an  envelope e n title d  

"A m o n g  My T r e a s u r e s " ,

The f i r s t  w ork ing  b it of the day w as to go d o w n s ta irs  and  have
J

m y  p ic tu re  tak en  w ith  M arg y  M c N a m a ra /f o r  the D, C. L eague of W omen 

V o te rs . T hey a r e  pu tting  on a  b e n e fit c a l l e d  The Affa ir  and  the a c to r
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L o u is  E d m o n d s p r e sen te d  m e w ith  t ic k e ts ,  the id e a  being  of c o u r s e   

to r a i s e  m oney , so th a t the L e a g u e  of Wom en Vo te r s  can  te l l  peop le  why they 

ought to g e t ou t and  vote and  to ex p la in  the is s u e s  to th em . No s id e s  

tak en , m ak e  up y our own m in d , bu t do, fo r  h eav en s  sak e , le a r n  about 

i t .  T hen  q u ic k ly , th e re  w e re  som e m o re  p ic tu re s  fo r  News W eek by  

a  m a n  n am ed  W ard, o u td o o rs , on m y w ay to w ard  Lyndon*s o ffice .

And then  th e re  w as the H e a r t  luncheon , an  an n u a l a f fa ir ,  to 

w hich I 'v e  b een  e v e ry  y e a r  fo r  a  g r e a t  m any  y e a r s ,  and  fo r  w hich  I, like  

e v e ry  o th e r  w om an in  town, get d r e s s e d  up in  the b e s t  thing I h av e . T h is  

tim e i t  w as m y  w hite  A la sk in e  su it,  w ith  the rh in e s to n e  b u ttons and  a 

ca fe -au=la i t  h a t, w ith  f lo w e rs  c a scad in g  down the b ack , o r  so Ailiniuiie
ZO,
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sa id  in  the co lum n . A t any  r a te ,  I w as p re tty  w ell p le a se d  w ith  the w ay

I  looked  and  the w ay the p ic tu re  cam e out, and  even  m o re  p le a se d  a t the

fa c t th a t th e re  w e re  1400 w om en in  the S h era to n  P a r k  ro o m , each  of whom

h ad  pa id  a n ice  l i t t le  su m , and  the c o ffe rs  of the H e a r t R e s e a rc h  a r e

*beefed-up* th e re b y .

Was th e re  e v e r  such  a  n a tio n  of d o e rs  and  g o e rs  and  g iv e rs  

O
a s  we a r e ;  A lthough i t 's  e a sy  so m e tim e  to g e t to th inking  how  m uch

7
a c tiv ity  and  how m u ch  a ch ie v e m e n t.

T h e re  w as a  s ty le  show , the f i r s t  of them  I*ve se e n  in  a  good 

long tim e , th a t a lm o s t m ad e  m e w ant to co m pete  w ith  the lo v e ly  s le e k  

la d ie s  ex cep t th a t I  - i t 's  e a sy  to count up the b il ls  th a t have a l r e a d y 

com e in*-..

You can  a lw ays count on the B r i t is h  to h e lp  out, and  Lady 

O rm sb y -G o re  w as a t  the h ea d  ta b le , a s  w as th a t d a r lin g  M adam  P la ta e r  

f ro m  A u s tr ia ,

I  got b a c k  to the W hite H ouse in  tim e  to be h o s te s s  fo r  a v e ry  

odd and  in te re s t in g  th re e so m e  t h a t  w as se n t to m e by the U. S. T ra v e l 

S e rv ic e , sp o n so re d  by m y f r ie n d , H odges of the D e p a rtm en t of C o m m erce , 

try in g  to b r in g  fo re ig n  v is i to r s  in to  th is  c o u n try  to g e t fo re ig n  d o lla rs  

fo r  to u r is m . We A m e ric a n s  have b een  to u rin g  the w ide, w ide w o rld  

fo r  long enough and  i t ' s h igh  tim e  fo lks s ta r te d  see in g  u s . The e ffo r t
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of th is  a s p e c t  of the U. S, T ra v e l  S e rv ice  is  to get c o m m u n itie s  to in v ite  

v is i to r s  in to  in d iv id u a l A m e ric a n  h o m e s . My g u e s ts  w ere  M rs , Johanna 

B ouchuw er, fro m  A m s te rd a m , H olland , and  she  to ld  m e m o re  about m y 

c o u n try  than  I could  te l l  h e r ! She' s t ra v e lle d  14, 000 m ile s  by bus a c r o s s  

the U nited  S ta tes  , and  fo r the - - I  can  h a rd ly  b e liev e  I*m te llin g  the tru th , 

b u t I th ink  she sa id  fo r  $99. Of c o u rse  she*d sp en t m o s t of the tim e 

h e re  w ith  f r ie n d s  in  the U nited  S ta te s , a n d , oddly enough, they  w ere  

f r ie n d s  th a t she  had  m ad e  b e c a u se  she h ad  re n te d  out h e r  can a l b o a t in  

A m ste rd a m  to v is it in g  A m e ric a n  to u r is ts .  And a s  they  s tay e d  th e re , 

a s  h e r  paying g u e s ts , they  got to be f r ie n d s  and  they  a l l  s a id  w hen  you 

g e t to c o m e  to the U nited  S ta tes  you m u s t s top  by and  see  u s . She sa id , 

"You know one thing I found out - a l l  A m e ric a n s  a r e  no t r ic h .  " And I 

s a id  ”Y es m a ’am , you got us down r ig h t. " She and  I both  a g re e d  th a t 

tra v e llin g  by  bus and  tak ing  th re e  and  a  h a lf  m onths to see  a  co u n try , 

w as a  w o n d erfu l w ay to do i t .

My o th e r  g u es ts  w e re  Seno r  and S en o ra  V ali V allian o , fro m  

L im a , P e ru , He owns a m ine and  she  had  b een  n am ed  w om an of the 

y e a r  in  L im a  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  ago - b e c a u se  she r a is e d  a  b ig  fam ily  

of c h ild re n  and  then  she h ad  had  a  lo t of o th e r  c h ild re n  in   her h o m e, am ong 

them  v is itin g  A m e ric a n s , who had stayed  fo r qu ite  som e len g th  of tim e  w ith  

th em .
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W ell, so m uch  fo r  the g r i s t  th a t co m es to m y  m il l  and the 

d e lig h tfu l v a r ie ty  i t  h a s  !

As soon a s  they  h ad  d e p a r te d , I h ad  two m o re  g u e s ts , the John 

S te in b eck s , whom I h ad  b een  looking  fo rw a rd  to v e ry  m uch  to spending 

an  h o u r w ith ,—  M r. S te inbeck , b e c a u se  I ' m an  o ld ,  old fan  of h is ,  way 

b a c k  to the days of G ra p e s  of W rath  and  Of M ice and M en - and  M rs ,

S te inbeck , b e c a u se  w hen she w as E la in e  A n d erso n , a t  the U n iv e rs ity  
/

of T e x a s  b a c k  abou t 1932, I  h ad  se e n  h e r  in  C u rta in  Club p lay s , o r 

r a th e r ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  o n e , ’’H ay fe v e r" . She l a t e r  m a r r ie d  Z a c h a ry  Scott 

an d  w ent to New Y o rk  and then  to H ollyw ood, w h e re , a s  so  m any  m a r r ia g e s  

do, th a t one p e r is h e d . And la t e r  on she b e c am e  M rs , S te inbeck , And

a n o th e r  I  w an ted  to see  h e r  w as b e c a u se  h e r  s i s t e r ,  Je a n  C o v e rt Boone,
A

h a s  w o rk ed  fo r  m e  a t  KTBC fo r 10 o r 12 y e a r s ,  on the w om an’s w o rld .

It tu rn e d  ou t to be an  ab so lu te ly  d e lic io u s  h o u r.  They had  spen t

so m e s ix  m o n th s  b eh ind  the Iro n  C u rta in , tra v e lin g  in  P o lan d , C zech o slo v ak ia , 

and  R u s s ia , m ee tin g  a r t i s t s ,  m ee tin g  people  w h e re v e r  they  cou ld  in  an  a tte m p t 

to e x p la in  A m e r ic a  to those  p e o p le ,  o ne of the c u l tu ra l  exchange id e a s .

T hey  h ad  m an y  th ings to say  abou t the R u ss ia n  people -  th a t they  w e re  v e ry  

h o sp ita b le  p eo p le , th a t they  w e re  v e ry  o u tg o i n g  , a lso  th a t they  

a b so lu te ly , lik e  a  s to n e  w a ll, re fu s e d  to b e liev e  a  lo t of th ings th a t you 

w ould te l l  them  th a t o u r co u n try  w as lik e . F o r  in s ta n c e , S te in b eck  t r ie d
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to te l l  them  about the tim e  w hen th e ir  le a d e r ,  M r, K ru sch ev̂ ,  took off 

h is  shoe and  v e ry  a n g r ily  pounded hom e a po in t on the d e sk  a t  the U nited 

N a tio n s , w hen he w as m ak ing  a  sp eech . T hey  sa id  "Y ou l ie  o u r   g re a t

le a d e r  is  a  v e ry  c u ltu re d  m an , he w ould n e v e r  do anyth ing  a s  uncouth  a s

it
th a t. " T hey  a lso  to ld  m e one v e ry  d e lig h tfu l in c id e n t abou t how, w hen 

they  w e re  re tu rn in g  fro m  som e evening  en g ag em en t, they  e m e rg e d  on 

the^ s t r e e t  a t  11 o 'c lock , they  cou ld  find  no tax i-- o r  d id n 't  have anybody 

w ith  them  fro m  in to u r i s t s -- t r ie d  to sum m on the p o licem an  and  ge t h e lp , 

a sk e d  fo r  h e lp  fro m  f i r s t  one and then  o th e r , w e re  not ab le  to ge t the 

m an  t o find  them  a  tax i an y w h ere , and fin a lly  John S te inbeck  s a t  down in  

the m id d le  of the s t r e e t  and  re fu s e d  to budge. And then  E la in e  began  

to te l l  i t ,  she sa id  . . . H e had  on th is  g re a t  b ig  b la c k  R u ss ia n  fu r h a t and 

g re a t  b ig  o v e rc o a t, and  he ju s t  s a t  th e re  and sa id , " I 'm no t going to m ove 

*til you g e t m e  a  taxi.)^^ P re s e n t ly ,  w hile ev ery b o d y  stood  a ro u n d , in  

b e w ild e rm e n t and  no t knowing w hat to do, a  c u ltu re d  g en tlem an  w alked  

th ro u g h  the crow d , looked  a t  h im , le a n e d  o v e r , sa id  ‘̂ E a rn e s t Heiningway^’T 

S te in b eck  sa id , "N o, ” Shook h is  head . The m a n  looked  a t h im  ag a in  and  

s a id ”John  S te in b eck?" and  he sa id  Ye s'". The m an  tu rn e d  a ro u n d , gave 

som e sw ift o r d e r s ,  and  in  abou t five m in u te s  u p  ro lle d  a  tax i, they  got 

in , thanked  h im , and  off they  w ent.

S h o rtly  a f te r  they  le f t ,  I  h ad  a  couple of h o u rs  of d esk  w ork , 

and  then  su p p e r on a t r a y  and  M ary  L a s k e r  a r r iv e d  en route fro m  F lo r id a  

to New Y o rk , to spend  the n ig h t w ith  m e , to ta lk  about m y a r t  p ro je c t .
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Lyndon is  in  St. L o u is  m aking  a  sp eech , c e le b ra tin g  its ,

I  su p p o se - - c e n te n n ia l, and  it  looked  lik e  a good n ite  fo r  M ary  and m e

ju s t  to s it  a ro u n d  and ta lk  abou t the p o ss ib le  A r ts  C o m m ittee , the

co n tin u a tio n  of a l l  the th ings th a t n eed  to be done; the p la c e s  w h ere  I

m ay  be ab le  to g e t p ic tu re s  on lo an  fo r  Lyndon*s o ffice , the F is h  R oom ,
, ev en tu a lly ,

an d  m y l i t t le  s tudy , and p e rh a p s /fo r  the fam ily  room  u p s ta i r s .

I t w as an  ea r ly -to -b e d  n igh t, and  h igh  tim e  too - one n eed s  

them  e v e ry  now and  then .


