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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O H

Sa tu rd ay , F eb r u a r y  15, 1964

T h is  i s  our w eek-en d  fo r  catch ing  up on r e s t ,  so  it  w as  a  

la te  s t a r t  fo r  M ary  L a s k e r  and m e .  S h e 's  in the Q u een 's  R oom  and 

I kept on sending down m e s s a g e s  that I would be down fo r  a  cup of 

co ffee  p r e sen tly , while I m a n a g e d  to a r r a n g e  fo r  Lyndon to s le e p  a  l itt le  

lo n g e r .  _

F in a l ly ,  about 11:30, she and I went to the Sm ith son ian  to 

look  a t  the p ic tu r e s  that they m igh t  le t  the White H ouse b o rro w  fo r  a 

b r i e f  p e r iod . We'd c a l le d  ah ead  of c o u r s e , knowing that C a r m ic h a e l  

had r e c e n t ly  r e s ig n e d  and[that d i s c o v e r in g  that M r. S. D. R ip ley , new 

d ir e c to r  of the Sm ith son ian , w a s  not in town, so  we a s k e d  fo r  the next 

a s s i s t a n t ,  an d  wound up with a  v e r y  nice/"^young a s s i s t a n t  c u r a to r  n am ed  

C a r te r .

On m y  w ay in to the Sm ith son ian , I found to m y  s u r p r i s e , the 

v e r y  f i r s t  thing I s a w j^ ^ a s  a  J a c k s o n  exh ibition . H e 's  an a r t i s t  fro m  

the f a r  w e st ,  Wyoming I b e l ie v e ,  and of the w e st ,  and he had an exh ibition  

of b r o n z e s ,  cow b oys, h o r s e s  and  a  l a r g e  w all painting of b u r ia l  of a  cowboy 

on the p l a i n s f ^ ^ a t ' s  v e r y  s o m b r e ,^ ^ ^ d  im p r e s s i v e  and m ovin g , and 

te r r i f ic a l ly  true to l i fe  a s  I know it. I 'd  had r e q u e s t s  from  s e v e r a l  

p eop le , including Sen ato r  G ay le M cG ee , and Dr .  J .  F r a n k  D o b i e ,  to go 

and look  a t  this exh ibition , and so  I w as  de ligh ted  to co m e  a c r o s s  it., an d  

then l a t e r  o n ,^ o  be ab le  to d rop  the litt le  b ro c h u re  in the m a i l  to D r. J .  

F r a n k  D o b i e ,  b l e s s  h is  h e a r t ,  and te l l  him I had been , w as  i m p r e s s e d ,  

and had en joyed  it.
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They u n ve iled  the ir  t r e a s u r e s  fo r  u s  - the i r ' s a  v e r y  sp lend id  

Stephen D eca tu r ,  by G ilb e r t  S tu a r t , no l e s s ,  which I c o n s id e r e d  for  

Lyndon ’ s o ff ice  ex cep t ,  although he w as  a  b u ild er  of our country , t h e r e ' s  

no p a r t i c u la r  N av a l  o r ien ta t ion  in our b ack grou n d  that m a k e s  u s  y e a r n for 

a  N av a l  h e ro .  And then there  w as  a  p e r fe c t ly  da r l in g  M ary  C a s s a t t ,  of 

a  m o th er  and two ch ild re n , a  v e r y  s m a l l  baby  on h er  lap , and a  l itt le  

g i r l  of about three  or  fo u r ,  lean ing  o ver  looking a t  the babljjy - and I can  

a lm o s t  h e a r  what that l it t le  g i r l  i s  thinking in h er  m ind . . . .  ' th is  i s  a  sw eet 

l it t le  thing but I w onder i f  it m igh t be p icking  up so m e  of the love that I 'm  

u s e d  to . *  M a ry  C a s s a t t ' s  ch ild ren  a lw a y s  look  m o r e  true to l i fe ,  m o r e

f le sh  and h e a r t  and r e a l  than the m o th er  som ehow , but s h e ' s  getting  to be 

one of m y  f a v o r i te s  and the c o lo r s  a r e  d e l ic io u s .  I think that m igh t  be 

a  good one fo r  the fa m i ly  end o f/  the seco n d  f lo o r .

We m ad e  a  c a l l  to John  W alker of the N ation al G a l le r y  and he 

p r o m is e d  to get toge th er  a  g roup  of things that they would con sen t  

to lend and have them a v a i la b le  fo r  m e to se e  on M onday.

We looked  in L y n d o n 's  o f f ic e ,  in the F i s h  R oom , we did  a  lot 

of talk ing o v er  the old p lan  fo r  the so c ie ty  fo r  the P r e s e r v a t io n  of the 

w hite  H ou se , p o s s ib le  m e m b e r s . M a ry  p ro m i: ;e d  to s end m e  a  g roup  

of three  or  fou r  n a m e s ,  a f t e r  ju s t  a  l it t le  m o r e  r e s e a r c h ,  and then, by 

a  bit of v e r y  f a s t  m ovin g , we got h e r  on the 4 o 'c lo c k  plane fo r  New Y o rk ,r
so  that she could  m ak e  h er  luncheon date .
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Oddly enough, and sh e *s  a  v e ry  u n u su a l  w om an, n e v e r  did 

she m ention  to m e  s p e c i f ic a l ly / " a n y  of the things that she h e r s e l f  had 

bought fo r  the White H ous e. She ju s t  s a id  som eth in g  v agu e  about having 

 ̂ con tr ibu ted  a  ch eck  and le t  them do what they want with it, and that m any, 

m an y  othe r s  did so  m uch  m o r e _ _  Although I've  r e a d  in the g u id e b o o k ,- * *^  

a  go©)d m an y  s p e c i f ic  and w on derfu l things that she did, such  a s  giv ing 

a  so fa  th a t 's  in the u p s t a i r s  h a ll ,  one of the sh e ra to n  so fa s ,  I believe^

M ost  people  a r e  a l l  tooglad to point out what it  w as  they g av e .  And so  

would I be ,  i f  I e v e r  gave  anything.

About 7 :30  we had g u e s t s  fo r  dinner - the M cG eo rg e  Bundys , 

J a c k  V alen ti  without M a r g a r e t ,  who cou ldn 't  get a  b a b y s i t t e r ;  T ed  

S o ren so n , with h is  date  Sa lly  (I c a n 't  r e m e m b e r  h er  l a s t n am e) ,  and 

Jo e  A lso p .  To m y  delight, Jo e  c a m e  about 10 or 15 m in u te s  ah ead  of 

ev ery bo d y  e l s e ,  and so  I had  him to .m y s e l f .  We s a t  down on the so fa ,  

and talking with him i s  som eth in g  like  thinking I'm re a d in g  Ma d a m eJ— 

D e S t a e l ' s  l e t t e r s  o r  so m e  m e m o i r s  o f a  F re n c h  co u rt ,  b e c a u s e he a lw ay s

knows the n ice ,  ju ic y  b it s  about the in te r io r  l i fe  of the people  of this 

town. Not that any of it  i s  told in b ad  t a s te - it  i s n 't  - but i t ' s  told with 

g in g e r  and with eru d it ion , and I think, with c o n s id e r a b le  u n d e rstan d in g . 

We ta lk ed  about Bunny M ellon , only I w ouldn 't c a l l  h e r  that - I 'd  c a l l  h er  

M r s ,  P a u l  M ellon , and I 'm  v e r y  in te r e s t e d  in h e r ,  b e c a u se  it  i s  she , 

w ork ing  with M r s ,  Kennedy, who h a s  p ro v id ed  the b eau ty , the r e a l
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a r t i s try  of these  f lo w e r s  h ere  a t  the White H ouse - -  and on the grounds

too, I u n d e rs ta n d , she con tr ibu ted  the r o s e  g ard en . And he told me

what s o r t  o f p e r so n  s he w a s ,  h er  h u sb an d ' s  p re v io u s  m a r r i a g e s  and

vv //
h e r  own. Then he ta i le d  about h is  d inner p a r ty  fo r  co u s in  A lice  - M r s .  

A lice  R o o s ev e lt  L on gw orth  - on h er  80th b ir th d ay . And then we ta lked  

about The S ilen t E a r t h , the book h e 's  ju s t  given  m e ,  which i s  the r e s u l t  

of h is  long , long re a d in g  and in te r e s t  in a r c h a e o lo g y ,  e s p e c i a l ly  in
J

C r e te  and G r e e c e ,  the M inoans and the M i o c e n i a n s r ^ d  the r e s u l t  of a 

t r ip .  He took o ff  a  num ber of m onths to go o ver  there  and v i s i t  with 

a r c h a e o lo g i s t s ,  on the s i te  of the d ig g in g s .  > v R e m a r k a b le  m an , Jo e  A lso p ,  

so  m an y  f a c e t s  to h is  c h a r a c t e r ,  lo v e r  and c o n n o is se u r  of e legan t  

fu rn itu re ,  e s p e c ia l ly ,  I think, the F re n c h ,  r e c o r d e r  of the d a y 's  ev en ts ,  

with a  g r e a t  d e a l  of erud it ion  and in s igh t , and u su a l ly  the s o r t  of a  fee ling  

that A rm ag ed d o n  i s  ju s t  arou n d  the c o r n e r .

And now, I find that he i s  an  a r c h a e o lo g i s t  who h a s  de lved  deep 

into the s i le n t  e a r th . He i s  one o f  those people  who i s  the w or ld  aw ay  fro m  

m e and Lyndon, and yet I don't find it h a rd  to c r o s s the b r id g e  b e c a u s e  the 

b r id g e  i s  s im p ly  e n th u s ia sm  and the love of le a r n in g .

M ary  and M cG eo rge  Bundy a r e  a lw ay s  the b e s t  com pany  of the

w orld . A s  fo r  Ted  S o re n so n ,  I s e e  him through a  v e i l ,  d im ly ; h e *s  

in sc r u ta b le ,  I do not u n d e rs ta n d  h im , I r e s p e c t  h im , I think I m igh t even 

com e to l ike  h im , although I would a lw ay s  think that he w as  laughing a t  

m e  and a t  Lyndon. H is  da te , S a l ly ,  i s  a  ro u n d -fac e d ,  p le a sa n t ,  sw ee t-
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looking sch oo l te a c h e r ,  jwith a  C ath o lic  d ifficu lty  about getting  m a r r i e d  

ag a in .  That i s ,  to a  m an  who h a s  been  d iv o rc e d . j
y

A fte r  d inn er, we went down to see  the sh o rt  show, M r .  P r e s id e n t ; 

and then saw  Tom  Jo n e s  , which i s  h i l a r io u s .  It ’ s an  ad ap ta tio n  of F ie ld in g s *  

f i r s t  novel, I think, the v e r y  beginning of novel w riting  in E n g lan d . And 

Tom  Jo n e s  ju m p s  m e r r i l y  fro m  bed  to bed  with a  p e c u l ia r  and ch arm in g  

inn ocence , and a lw ay s  h eaded  fo r  the f ina l bed  that I - -  w ell, that I think 

i s  going to be p erm an en t .
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Jo e  A lso p  kept in te r je c t in g  things like  this A w hen  he would se e

the b eau tifu l  country  h ou se  w here  the p i c t u r e / \ a  lot of it/v^was f i lm e d .

He s a y s ,  " T h a t ' s  C ra n b o rn e ,  th a t 's  C ran b o rn e  ~ tbaAr a s  r ic h  a s  can  be 

but th e y 're  renting it  out to show - so the f ilm  can  be shot t h e r e j "  And 

theivan in te r io r  shot, th ere  w as  a  c e r ta in  tab le  up a g a in s t  the w all ,  and 

he s a y s  "Oh, Oh, that co n so le  i s  50 y e a r s  out of t im e , they hadn 't  s t a r te d  

u s i ng that type of fu rn itu re  y e t ! "


