
W A S H I N G T O N

F rid a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  1964

This day began v e ry  e a r ly  b ecau se  I couldn't s leep , and so I s lipped 

out of bed and went into the beautiful living room  of the T aubm an’ s house  

and watched dawn com e up over the d e s e r t .

F o r  the f i r s t  t im e, I could re a lly  see  the s o r t  of p lace  we w ere  in.

The house is one of the han d som est m odern  houses I have e v e r  seen . It 

s its  high on a hill, with a v a s t  expanse of g la ss  looking out to the swimming  

pool, and then down into the valley,-^that is  P alm  Springs.

The sky was e v e ry  shade of beautiful, op alescen t p ink ,/^ s m orning  

began over the d e s e r t. As I had m y f i r s t  cup of coffee, watching it, 

looking down into the palm dotted city , I thought how very^'California, how
I

v e ry  we s te r n  this is .  So new, probably not m o re  than a decade or so old, 

so c lean , f re s h ,  r i c h .  Behind m e was a huge fire p la ce  and a handsom e  

stone w all, with two long slits  of windows, that looked out to a m ountain  

r isin g  a lm o s t  stra ig h t,  c l iff -s id e  on up. The Taubman' s had r e a lly  chosen  

a d ra m a tic  spot fo r  their h om e.

The hous ehold was alive e a r ly ,  and we  left for International A irp o rt ,  

to g r e e t  the Lopez M a te o s  

As they cam e down the steps of the plane, I was shocked/the  P r e s i d e nt 

of M exico . H e 's  such a handsom e m an -  I had read  that h e 'd  been sick , but 

he looks gaunt and i l l .
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la s t  su m m e r; and Ave c ita much m o re  c h i c  than s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago at  

the ran ch .

The f i r s t  event of the d a y ,/w a s  at U C LA , the c h a r te r  day e x e r c i s e s ,  

where both P resid en t; Lopez M ateos and Lyndon w ere  going to re c e iv e  an 

h on orary  d egree  of L aw s, and both w ere going to m ake sp eech es .

We w ere  m e t  by U C LA  C hancellor F ran k lin  Murphy, and UCLA  

P re s id e n t  C la rk  K e r r .

While the m en went to put on their ro b e s ,  the wives took ch a rg e  of 

us and we went in and sa t down in the fron t row of a huge a sse m b ly .  It was  

outdoors and people seem ed  to s t re tc h  for a c r e s  behind u s .  In front of us 

w as al^covered p la tfo rm , on which sat all  the reg en ts  of the v a s t  U n iv e rs ity  

co m p lex ; G overn or P a t  Brow n, and other outstanding C alifornia  d ig n itaries ,  

and m e m b e rs  of the M exican Delegation.

Then the faculty  filed in, in their b lack  rob es and the hoods which 

showed the U n iv ers ities  from  which they had re c e iv e d  their d e g re e s  - the 

c r im s o n  of H a rv a rd  - and a lso  showed the types of d e g re e s  they had. It 

was a v e r y  colorful a r r a y ,  and b ecau se  th ere  was a lot of faculty  from  o v e r s e a s ,  

I found out for the f i r s t  tim e that i t 's  we, in A m e r ic a ,  who have the m o r ta r  

b o a r d s ^ to  go on the h ead s, and som e people from  som e other U n iv e rs it ie s ,  

have other stran ge  looking h a ts ,

I  It was exciting  to be on the cam pus of UCLA b ecau se  it has such a

reputation a s  being a v e ry  m odel, a fo rw ard  th ru st,  in education. B ra in s
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from  all o v er  the United States g ra v ita te  to it, to its  faculty , I m ean , and  

then it siphons off the b ra in s  from  our own southern and w e s te r n  s ta te s ,  

b e c a u s e once having gone th ere  to get th eir  d e g r e e s ,  they stayed  th ere  to 

live . I t ‘ s a challenge fax,the Un iv e rs i ty  of T e x a s  and o th ers  like i t ,  a r e  

going to have to m e e t ,

Lyndon's talk  w as p a r t ly  on C ivil R ights - but that p a r t  of  it was  

p re tty  m uch ignored  by the P r e s s  -  in favor of what they condens ed in the 

line "T h e  Soviets a r e  playing a deadly, dangerous gam e in V i e t - N a m ."

Lopez Mateos  talked on the m is s io n  of Un iv e r s i t ie s ,  m ade you a lm o s t  

think that U topia w as ju st around the c o r n e r  -  and so it m ight b e ,  if the 

mind of m an would apply a s  m uch skill to getting along with e a c h  o t h e r ^ a s  

we have to tech n olo g ica l  developm en t.

A fter  the aw arding of the h o n o ra ry  d e g r e e s ,  the m en w e re  going b a c k  

to P alm  Springs for s e rio u s  talk, and the lad ies  peeled off for a luncheon  

given by M r s ,  P a t  B row n, the beautiful wife of the g o vern o r .

MEMORANDUM

T h e re  w e re  about 35 o r  40  of us a t  the A m b as sad or Hotel, b e sides
>V ^  11° Quiy—

M r s .  Lopez M ate o s  and Ave c ita ,  th ere  w as M r s .  Tello the wife of th eir

F o re ig n  M in is te r ;  M r s .  R usk; and M atianna wa s  with m e e v e ry w h e re .  I 'm  

glad to say . And the r e s t  w ere  outstanding women of a ch iev em en t in .
C a l i f o r n i a  .   R o z  

Wyman; Elizabeth G a t o v , C a rm e n  W a r schaw; I sa t  next to
 . )

Dorothy K irs te n ,  the o p e ra  s t a r ,  and enjoyed v e r y  m uch h e arin g  h e r  talk
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about h e r  cu ltu ral  exchange trip to R u ssia ;  there w ere  la w y e rs ,  e d u c a to rs , 

right a c r o s s  from  m e there  was a d r e s s  designer from  one of the g re a t  

Hollywood studios.

F ro m  lunch, we h u rried  on in a m o to rca d e  with 13 m o to rc y c le  e s c o r t _ ^ '  

in ro arin g  pursuit, to Abraham  L incoln  High School. And well n a m e d / i t  

w as, b ecau se  the job they’ve got t h e r e / ^  re a l ly  of m ixing people. About 

2 600 students g ree ted  us th e re ,  w here the student body is ap p ro xim ately  

80% M e x ic a n -A m e ric a n .  I»d say  it w as a so r t  of 'o th er  side of the tracks*
d J-' *■' V

school, that was a l e s s on in enm ity going on,- that I wish we could tra n s fe r

MEMORANDUM

to som e other p a rts  of this troubled w orld -  m aybe Cyprus;.

We stayed h ere  about 45 m inutes and it  was the b e st  p a r t  of the day 

Uj^  for m e . We went to c l a s s r o o m s ,  w here there a r e  m odern  techniques of

rapidly learning a new language. Y o u n g sters  w ere counting m oney, they

|l

w ere  repeating a f te r  the te a c h e r ,  over and over and o v e r ,  the c o m m o n e s t

term  of g reetin g , and q u estion s.  W e w ere  told that they used tape r e c o r d e r s

and all s o r ts  of new d ev ices .

M rs .  Lopez M ate o s , who taught school fo r  22 y e a r s ,  was obviously in 

h er  e le m e n t, v e ry  m u ch at e a s e ,  and liking it.

We v isited  an A rt  c l a s s ,  w here each  of us r e c e iv e d  a painting. And, then 

we went out fron t, w here the whole school body had a sse m b le d . John Busch  

was P r e s id e n t  of the student body, and he m ade an e x ce llen t speech . And

[
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, Anita C o n t r e r a s , 18, who was Vice P r e s ident of the Student Body, followed

him . I felt a keen sense of p r id e ^ in  the efforts  of this cou n try  ^at solving

the problem s about d iv erse  population.

Then I spoke b riefly  and M rs .  Lopez M ateo s , in Spanish, gave those

youngsters  the th rill  of their l i fe t im e !

Then we went on to the L o s  Angeles Museum of A rt ,  to see  which w as,

for m e , the d e s s e r t of the day- - a n exhibit of P re -C o lu m b ia n  a r t  beginning -
i-' )

9^oh, som e 3000  y e a r s  or so B . C.^-  And one of the o b jec ts I saw  was m y old

friend, the gigantic head that w as hauled out of the  l a s ilva c e r c a d e  V e ra

1C ru z, on a new ra i lro a d  built fo r  the p u rp ose. A ctually, it was the twin of 

the head that was used at the Houston exhibit, but you could have s c a r c e l y  

told them a p a rt .

A lm o st the en tire  exhibit had been travelin g for s e v e r a l  y e a r s  - P a r i s ,  

R o m e ,  D enm ark, m o st  of the co u n tries  of E u ro p e , It has been invited to 

I s r a e l ;  I'm  not su re  if it got there  or  not. Now a t  long la s t ,  it was returning  

to this continent, fo r  a s e v e ra l  months display in L o s  A n geles , and then back  

fo r  re s id e n ce  in M exico  C ity.

T h a t 's  one of the things that is  happening to m u seu m s today, they take  

to the road and le t  the people of a ll the w orld  get exposed to each  o th er .

A delightful d isp lay  was co stu m e s  of a ll the 28  s ta te s  and s e v e r a l  

t e r r i t o r i e s  of M exico - the pe rso n a l  p o sse ssio n  of Ave cita  Lopez Mateos

T h ere  was the fa m ilia r  China Poblana-and m any o th e rs /\ e lab o ra te ,  co lorful,  

cru d e , p easan t-ty p e , everything that m ak es up M exico . S ev era l  of them .
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I noticed , w ere  v e r y ,  v e r y  old. I asked Ave cita  how she acq u ired  them 

and she said ,when she had been going on cam paign trip s with h er  fa th er ,  from

state  to s ta te ,  they w ere  p re sen ted  to h e r .

H er m o th er  had opened this A rt  exhibit, i n R om e, and she, h e rs e lf ,  

had helped put on the display in P a r i s -- the display of co s tu m e s .

We p r a c t ic a l ly  had to go through this wonderful exhibit on r o l le r  sk a te s 

and I r e g r e t ted it so m uch, b e ca u s e I would have loved to have s tayed for  

hours and h o u rs .  The wonderful guide, M rs .  F ra n k  C la rk , took us through, 

giving inform ation r a t - a - t a t - t a t ;  it w as so confusing, with light bulbs flashing  

all the tim e, and r e p o r te r s  and police , I don't see how she did it so well.

A delightful exhibit/^was a whole group of little  dogs, a ll  with the m o st  

fetching e x p re ss io n s  on their f a c e s .  They had been r a is e d  long, long ago
y

by som e c i v i l i z a t i o n /^ s  food, just a s we would r a is e  pigs.

T h ere  was an a r t  exhibit too, with O r o z c o s ,  S i g u e r o s ,  R i v e r a ,  T a m a y o
 J a ■. - , •

all  re p re se n te d ,  but it was l ik e  being stuffed too full of^ood - you couldn ’ t

take it  in well enough.

At m y  elbow all the d a y / w a s  lo v e ly /a n d  efficient B e rn ic e  Brow n, and 

also  th e r e  at the m u seu m , I m e t  M ary L a s k e r 's  s te p -s o n , a r t  patron and 

c o l le c to r .

About five o 'c lo ck , we went to the a ir p o r t ,  gratefully  s tre tch e d  out our

feet on A ir  F o r c e  One -  v e ry  w e a ry  -  had som e r e fr e s h m e n ts ,  and headed
w

for P alm  Springs.— w h e r e , when we got th ere ,  just so e v e ry  m om ent would 

be full, we found the M ayor, who had on a blatantly W estern  outfit, a s o rt  of
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a burnt orange gabardine, a m a ria c h i  band, g i r l s in co stu m e s  of M exican  

s ta te s ,  and row s and row s of citizen s along the fence to g re e t  us!

Though we had a p leasan t hour or two of r e s t  between getting to the 

Taubman' s and having our dinner guests a r r i v e ,  this w as a ra th e r  unusual 

State dinner. We had only fourteen  guests - the Lopez Ma t e o s  and Ave cita ;  

S e c r e ta r y  and M rs .  Rusk; F o re ig n  M in ister  and M rs .  Tello; A m b a s sador  

d esig n ate  Fulton F r e e m a n ;  A m b a ssa d o r  Tho m a s  Mann; C a r r i l lo  F l o r e s ;  Tony  

and M atianna.

The m o re  I look at T hom as Mann, the m o re  I think that he is a v e ry  

stout link in this chain of governm ent that w e've got. It will be h ard  for  

M '  Fulton F r e e m a n  to m e a s u r e  up to him . He proved to be a v e r y  talkative  

m an, so that I had neither chance nor n e c e s s i ty  to make co n v ersa tio n  with 

the P re s id e n t ,  who sa t  on m y right, or  with M rs .T ello , who sat on m y left.  

Ton:y C a ril lo  F l o r e s  is alw ays an a s s e t  to any group, and b ecau se  of his  

deep and h e a r ty  laugh, at one point, m y b ro th e r  T o n y , looked o v e r  a t  him  

and said, " M r .  A m b a ssa d o r ,  I think y o u 're  one of the happies t m en I kn ow ."  

Tony C a ri l lo  F l o r e s  looked a t  him r a th e r  g rav ely  and said, " M r .  T a y lo r ,

I 'l l  quote K e a t s  and say , ^Happiness is a deliberate  b u sines s ."^"'

M rs .  L o p e z  M a te o s  and Ave c ita  we r e  tired  - and no wonder -  so they

did not go to the p arty  being hosted by our two chiefs of p ro to co l,  Angier  

 Biddle Duke and Mariscol Gahl - a ra th e r  la rg e  group of the p r e s s ,  the M exican  

delegation, and our delegation.
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We le t  the two P re s id e n ts  go and we said goodnight.


