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P r o b a b l y  the m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  thing tha t  I d id  t o d a y , / w a s  to go 

th is  m o r n i n g  a t  10:30 to c a l l  on the v o l u n t e e r s  w o rk in g  f o r  M r s .  K ennedy ,  

o v e r  in  the  EO B.  I w en t  a s  a r e s u l t  of a  t h i r d -h a n d  c a l l  f r o m  S usan  M a r y  

A lsop .

S usan  M a r y  h a d  to ld  B i l l  M o y e r s  tha t  i t  w ou ld  be  v e r y  n ice  if  

I c a m e  by  an d  e x p r e s s e d  m y  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  And B i l l  M o y e r s  h a d  to ld  

m e  an d  I a m  v e r y  g lad  they  bo th  did,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e b y  h a n g s  a  w o n d e r f u l  

e x p e r i e n c e .

I h a d  m a d e  the a p p o i n t m e n t  the day  b e f o r e  and  I w en t  o v e r  a t  

10:30 th i s  m o r n i n g ,  w a s  m e t  by N ancy  T u c k e r m a n  who took  m e  f r o m  r o o m  

to r o o m  - t h e r e  a r e  ab o u t  f o u r  r o o m s ^ f i l l e d  w i th  v o l u n t e e r  w o r k e r s ,  t h e r e  

a r e  a  good m a n y  f o r e i g n  s e r v i c e w o r k e r s  - I m e t  a t  l e a s t  one C o n g r e s s i o n a l  

w ife ,  L u c y  M o o r h e a d , a n d  w a s  to ld  tha t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  good m a n y  m o r e .

v,>»‘ >

T h e r e  a r e  a  lo t  of A r m y  w iv e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  of j u s t  p l a in  u n id e n t i f i e d  

h o u s e w i v e s ,  and t h e r e  a r e  w o m e n  who s p e a k  a l l  s o r t s  of o b s c u r e  l a n g u a g e s  . 

T h e y  had  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  and  put t o g e t h e r  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  the f i r s t  w e e k ,  

a f te r  N o v e m b e r  the 22nd, w hen  i t  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  th a t  i t  w a s  going  to be  

i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  N ancy  T u c k e r m a n  an d  a  s ta f f  of two o r  t h r e e  to han d le  the 

v o lu m e  of m a i l .  In f a c t ,  one day ,  a  p e a k  day ,  th e r e  w e r e ,  44, 000 c o m m u n i -

c a t i o n s ;  now i t  h a s  s h r u n k  to ab o u t  7 o r  8 h u n d r e d  a  day.

Som e  of the f o r e i g n  s e r v i c e  w iv e s  w i th  la n g u ag e  a b i l i t i e s / w e r e  

t r a n s l a t i n g  m a i l  f r o m  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  e n v e lo p e s  bu lg ing ,  

m a r k e d  Y u g o s l a v ia ,  E a s t  B e i l i n ,  R u s s i a  ( this l a s t  one w a s  not su ch  a 

bu lg ing  one),  l a r g e  e n v e lo p e s  f r o m  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  in  the  w o r ld .  And
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then ,  of c o u r s e ,  the  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  p a r t  of the  fi le  w a s  tha t  m a r k e d
/

/A?' p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p e a l in g .  T h o s e  w e r e  the l e t t e r s  tha t  w e r e  t a k e n  to M r s . 

Kennedy  to r e a d .  T hey  c a m e  in  p o e t r y ,  they  c a m e  in b a r e l y  l e g ib le , , / ^  

p e n c i l  an d  p a p e r ,  they  c a m e  in  the e x q u i s i t e  lan g u ag e  of the h igh  and  

w e l l - e d u c a t e d  and  they  c a m e  b e a r i n g  a l l  s o r t s  of g i f t s . I e x p e c t  J u n i o r  

Vi l lage  , a t  l e a s t ,  h a s  p r o f i t e d  v e r y  h e a v i l y  f r o m  t h e s e  g i f t s .

One of the m e n  in  c h a r g e  w a s  one who h a d  s e r v e d  on  a  P T  

b o a t  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y _ a n d  the m o s t  s u r p r i s i n g  th ing  of a l l  w as  

tha t  Su sa n  M a r y  A lso p ,  tha t  f r a g i l e ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l ad y ,  

t u r n s  out to be  the off ice  o r g a n i z e r ,  the w h i p - c r a c k e r ,  the one who goes  

a r o u n d  knowing e v e r y b o d y ' s  n a m e ,  c o m p l i m e n t i n g  e v e r y b o d y  to the po in t  

w h e r e  they  f e e l  th a t  they  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  a n d  a r e  s u r e  going to 

ge t  down a t  9 o ' c l o c k  t o m o r r o w  m o r n i n g  to w o r k .  It w a s  a n  a m a z i n g  

t r i b u t e  to the w ay  a  m a n  h a d  c a u g h t  the  i m a g i n a t i o n  of h i s  c o u n t r y  and  

h a d  h e ld  i t ' s  h e a r t .

I shook  h a n d s  w i th  e v e r y b o d y  in  a l l  the fo u r  r o o m s  and  th an k ed  

them  a n d  to ld  them  th a t  I  too,  jo in e d  w i th  a l l  the peop le  in  the  c o u n t r y ,  

an d  a p p r e c i a t e d  the h o u r s  an d  the  e f fo r t ,  the  h e a r t  an d  the love  they  h a d  

pu t  in to  doing th is .

And then  I s to p p e d  by to s ee  th o se  fo lks  w hom  we m u s t  h ave  

c a u s e d  so  m u c h  t r o u b l e ,  L yndon ,  L y n d a  B i r d ,  L u c i ,  an d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m e  - 

the t e l e p h o n e  o p e r a t o r s .  To  m y  s u r p r i s e  i t w a s n ' t  an  e n o r m o u s  r o o m f u l  

of th e m .  T h e r e  w e r e  ab o u t  e igh t  t h e r e  - I s u p p o se  t h e r e  a r e  p e a k  h o u r s
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a t  w h ich  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e .  T h e y  w e r e  a s  b u s y  a s  c a t s  on a  ho t  s to v e ,  

they  h a r d l y  h a d  t im e  to look  up an d  s a y  h e l lo ,  b u t  I did m a n a g e  to go 

down the l ine  a n d  th an k  them  a l l  and  te l l  t h e m  how m u ch  I a p p r e c i a t e d 

t h e i r  e f f i c i e n c y  an d  t h e i r  k in d n e s s  to u s  in  t h e s e  p a s t  m o n t h s ,  b e c a u s e  

we m u s t  h a v e  r e a l l y  b e e n  a  c h o r e .

And  then  I w e n t  to the f i l e s ,  w h ich  i s  a n  e n o r m o u s  r o o m .

O u r  f i l e s ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  on ly  take  up ,  I w ou ld  say ,  l e s s  th a n  a  fi f th  of 

the  r o o m  , the  o t h e r s  a r e  s t i l l  K en n ed y  f i l e s  a n d  w i l l  be  m o v e d  to the 

K en n ed y  L i b r a r y ,  how s o o n  I  do not know.

T he  m a n  in  c h a r g e / ^ a s  b e e n  t h e r e  th r o u g h  m a n y ,  m a n y  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  a n d  i t  i s  a  s c i e n c e  an d  a  love  w i th  h i m ,  I doubt  if  

he  h a s  got an y  wife  o r c h i l d r e n ,  o r  a n y th in g  e l s e , e x c e p t  th o s e  f i l e s ,

I got b a c k  to o u r  p a r t  of the White H o u se  in  t i m e  to h a v e a  

tw e lve  o ' c l o c k  c o n f e r e n c e  w i th  W a l t e r  a n d  the i n d i s p e n s a b l e  M r .  We s t ,  

in  the Q u e e n ' s  S it t ing  R o o m ,  to d i s c u s s  h o u s e h o l d  e x p e n s e s , w h ich  i s 

m y  n u m b e r  two b'ete n o i r e .  The  b i g g e s t  one ,  of c o u r s e ,  i s  k eep in g  up 

the E l m s ,  We w en t  in to  a l l  the r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of w h a t  e x p e n s e s  w e r e  

a l l o t t e d  w h e r e ,  who p a id  f o r  w ha t .  I c a m e  a w a y  a  l i t t l e  b i t  r e l i e v e d .

We e a c h  h a d  s o m e i d e a s to o f f e r  ab o u t  how to c u t  down on  e x p e n s e s .

We d e c i d e d  to have  an  a d d i t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  w i th  M i s s  Ann L in co ln ,  the  

h o u s e k e e p e r ;  and  w i th  Z e p h y r ,  an d  we a r e  m a k in g  a  s t a r t  t o w a r d  pu t t ing  

th i s  p l a c e  on  a  m o r e  J o h n s o n i a n  b a s i s ,  an d  a  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  e c o n o m i c a l
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T h e n  I h a d  a  b i te  of lu n ch  in  m y  r o o m  w i th  Ly n d a  B i r d ,  

an d  w o r k e d  in  the a f t e r n o o n  w i th  B e s s .

T h e r e  w a s  a  good p i c t u r e  of L u c i  in  the S t a r  today ,  s p e l l e d  

" L u c i "  an d  th a t  i s  qu i te  a  f lap  t h e s e d a y s ,  a s  to w h ich  w ay  i t ' s  s p e l l e d .

As  f o r  m e ,  why  shou ld  I o b je c t  so m ig h t i l y  i f  m y  L U C Y  c h o o s e s  to 

s p e l l  i t  an o t h e r  w ay .  I r e m e m b e r  w hen  I w a s  abou t  14, I s p e l l e d  m y  

m id d le  n a m e  B y r d ,  a f t e r  I h a d  qu i te  g iven  up  e v e r  g e t t in g  to be  c a l l e d  

C la u d ia .

T h e  p i c t u r e  of L U C I  i s  s tan d in g  b e s i d e  a  p iano  and  s h e ’s 

h o n o r a r y  c h a i r m a n  of the N a t io n a l  S ym phony  O r c h e s t r a ’ s M u s ic  f o r  

Young A m e r i c a n s ,  a n  a n n u a l  s e r i e s of f r e e  c o n c e r t s  fo r  h igh  s ch o o l  

s tu d e n t s  v i s i t i n g  W ash in g to n  e a c h  s p r i n g .  I h a d  the fe e l in g  th a t  L u c i  

i s  g e t t ing  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in to  t h i s l i f e  an d  w i l l in g  to p la y  

a p a r t  in  i t ,  a n d  I lo o k  f o r  h a p p i e r  d ay s  f o r  u s  and  h e r .

T o n ig h t  i s  a n o t h e r  one of th o se  r e c e p t i o n s  f o r  the C o n g r e s s i o n a l  

p e o p le .  T h e r e  due a t  6, I put on a  s o r t  of gold  an d  s i l v e r  l a m e  d r e s s  

th a t  L yndon  h a d  b o u g h t  m e  in  P a r i s ,  qu i te  a  few y e a r s  ago ,  an d  th a t  I 

h a d ’nt b e e n  s l im  enough  to w e a r  f o r  a g e s ,  and  w e n t  down to the  B lue  

R oom  to m e e t  t h e m .  As I h a d  lo o k e d  o v e r  the l i s t ,  C h a r l o t t e  B r o o k s

- ---- -- o /  ’ ^
( M r s .  J a c k  B r o o k s )  and |B e t ty  F o r d  of M ich ig an  (a R e p u b l i c a n )  w e r e  the 

two m a i n  o n e s  tha t  I knew  an d  co u ld  s o r t  of r e l y  on, t o  h e lp  m e  be 

h o s t e s s e s .  So I h a d  them  c a l l e d  a h e a d  of t i m e .
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As u s u a l l y  h a p p e n s ,  Lyndon  w as  la t e  ge t t ing  t h e r e ,  and  so I 

h a d  g r e e t e d  n e a r l y  a l l  of the 142 b e f o r e  he  c a m e .  L y n d a  B i r d  c a m e  

down and  s tood  in  l ine  w i th  u s  p a r t  of the t im e ,  a n d  m i x e d  and  m in g l e d  

w i th  j u s t  e v e r y b o d y .  S h e ' s  r e a l l y  j u s t  ge t t ing  t e r r i f i c a l l y  good a t  tha t .

It w a s  good to s ee  the G e o r g e  H ud d le s to n s:J:s, and  the R o b e r t  

J o n e s   of A l a b a m a .  C l a r k  F i s h e r  w as  t h e r e  w i thou t  M a r i o n .  I m u s t

n
s a y  I w as  i n t e r e s t e d  to s ee  h a n d s o m e  Di c k  Bowling  t h e r e ,  w i th  the  new
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m l i n g r  J im  cM r s .  D ick  Bol l i n g  J im  Ak i n  of T e x a s ,  T h e r e  w a s  M r s .  T o m  S teed  

f r o m  m y  old  81s t C lub ,  H a z e l ,  who w as  a l s o  a  he lp ;  an d  M r s .  W il l iam  

M i l l e r  of New Y o rk ,  the wife  of the o u ts tan d in g  R e p u b l i c a n ,  who a l s o  

h a p p e n s  to be  a  m e m b e r  of m y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c lub ,  a n d  s o m e b o d y  tha t  

I l ike  - a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  of how you don!t  a lw a y s  d i s l ik e  the w iv e s  of 

y o u r  h u sb a n d ' s  o p p o n e n t s .  I w a s  g lad  to m e e t  C o n g r e s s m a n  P e r k i n s , _ > ^  

of K en tucky ,  in to  w h o se  s t a t e  I 'm  going v e r y  soon ,  b e c a u s e  h e ' s  s u p p o se d  

to know m o r e  abou t  Ke n tucky  than  anybody .

A f t e r  w e 'd  a l l  s h a k e n  h a n d s  an d  h a d  a  d r in k ,  L y n d o n  c a l l e d  

a l l  the m e n  in to  the S ta te  Dining R o o m ,  and  a l s o ,  of c o u r s e ,  the couple  

of l a d i e s  who w e r e  C o n g r e s s w o m e n .  T h e r e  w e r e  ab o u t  75 of th e m ,  and  

they  h a d  the  b r i e f i n g  by  S e c r e t a r y  of Sta te  De a n  R u sk ,  w h ich  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  

nex t  day,-^by one of the C o n g r e s s m a n , / a s  a  b r i l l i a n t  a n a l y s i s  of U . S. 

f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .
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S e c r e t a r y  of L a b o r  W ir t z  d i s c u s s e d  the w h e a t  s h i p m e n t s  to

the Sovie t  Un ion  a n d  Bob M c N a m a r a  d i s c u s s e d  the m i l i t a r y  s t a t u s .

I took a l l  the l a d i e s  u p s t a i r s ,  fo llowing the s a m e  f o r m a t  tha t

we h a d  done b e f o r e ,  and  found the s a m e  a m o u n t  of i n t e r e s t  a s  we w en t   ̂ *
—r~

f r o m  the Y e l low  R oom  to the L i n c o ln  R o o m ,  in to  the T r e a t y  R oom  a n d  •
a , '7

in to  the Q u e e n ' s  R o o m ,  w h ic h  i s  the  l o v e l i s t  r o o m  of a l l  /^nd  down 

the h a l l ,  w h e r e  I l ik e  to t e l l  th em  ab o u t  the  A m e r i c a n  c a b in e t  m a k e r s .

And m o s t  of a l l ,  the i n t e r e s t  c e n t e r e d  in  m y  own b e d r o o m  and  the l i t t l e  

f a m i l y  l iv in g  q u a r t e r s  a nd the d ining r o o m .  T h i s  t im e  i t  took  the m e n
>

a whole  h o u r  to h ave  t h e i r  b r i e f i n g ,  so w hen  we got t o g e t h e r  in  the E a s t 

R o o m  f o r  a  buffe t  a n d  dan c in g ,  i t  w a s  a l r e a d y  a p p r o a c h i n g  8 o ' c lo c k .

B u t  a t  L y n d o n ' s  r e q u e s t ,  we h a d  r e c r u i t e d  qui te  a  c o t e r i e  o f -six feet 4 s e r v i c e  

g e n t l e m e n  who lo v e d  to d a n c e ,  a n d  they  w h i s k e d  the C o n g r e s s io n a l  w iv es  

on the d a n c e  f lo o r ,  and  e v e r y b o d y  s e e m e d  to h ave  a  m i g h t y  gay  t i m e  - so 

tha t  we r e a l l y  h a d  t r o u b l e  d i s a p p e a r i n g  ab o u t  n ine  o ' c l o c k .

I took  up m y  s t a n d  by  the d o o r  abou t  8; 15 in  o r d e r  to m a k e  i t  

e v id e n t  th a t  in  c a s e  anybody  w a n te d  to s a y  goodbye ,  t h e r e  I w a s .  But ,

I 'm  g lad  to s a y  th a t  e v e r y b o d y  h a d  su ch  a  good t im e  they  w a n te d  to s t a y  

an d  d id n ' t  want  to s a y  goodbye .  And i t  w a s  ab o u t  9:30 b e f o r e  the l a s t 

p e r s o n  l e f t .
^  I f

D o ro th y  M c C a rd le ' s   s t o r y  the n e x t  day  s a i d  . . . .  L ig h t s  b l a z e d

1/
a t  the  White  H o u s e . , I ' m  a  l i t t l e  s o r r y  t h i s b u s i n e s s  of tu rn in g  off the 

h a s
l i g h t s / g o t t e n  to be  s u c h  a  th ing  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  r e a l l y  so m i n o r .  B u t  m a y b e
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i t ' s  a  s y m b o l  of e c o n o m y  - and  one g u e s t  d id  no te  th a t  a s  s oon a s  we h a d  

gone out of the  r o o m  s o m e b o d y  c a m e  a long  and  b e g a n  tu r n i n g  off the  

l ig h t s  in  i t .


