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T h i s  w a s  one of th o s e days  w h en  I h a d  to d e c id e  q u ic k ly  w h e th e r  

to m a k e  a t r i p  to New Y o r k , / a n d  g e t  m y  c lo th e s  f i t t e d / \ t h e  c l o th e s  tha t  

w e r e  m y  m a i n  s t a n d b y  a l l  spring/s^or w h e t h e r  to j u s t  put i t  off  u n t i l  s o m e  

in d e f in i t e  t i m e .  So I w en t ,  l e av in g  on a  r e g u l a r  a i r l i n e .  U n i ted ,  abou t  

11:30, w a lk in g  in to  the C a r l i s l e ,  a n d  w h en  I 'm  t h e r e  I f e e l  l ike^ s o m e  th ing 

l ike  an  i n t r u d e r  in the b o u d o i r  of the f a i r y  p r i n c e s s,  i t ' s  so b e a u t i f u l  

and  e l e g a n t .  , , But then  I 'm  j u s t  p a s s ing th ro u g h ,  too.

B en  Z u c k e r m a n  an d  h i s  f i t t e r  c a m e  up and  c a r e f u l l y  we nt 

o v e r  m y  c o r a l  su i t  and  m y  g r e e n  s u i t  an d  M r .  F e r r y  c a m e  up  and  f i t t e d  

m y  f u r  c o a t .  We a r e  going to s h o r t e n  i t .  In the  s u m n e r t i m e ,  we a r e  

going  to cu t  off enough  to m a k e  a  h a t .  And th e n  we did  a l l  the  m e a s u r e -

m e n t s  t o hop e fu l ly  m a k e  a  f o r m  fo r  m e .

T h e n  B i l l i e  M a r c u s  c a m e  o v e r  and  jo in e d  u s . She i s  on her 

w ay  to D e n m a r k ,  w i th  S tan ley ,  w h e r e  they  w i l l  s t a y  ab o u t  a  m o n th ,  

r e a d y i n g  the  D a n i sh  f o r tn ig h t  f o r  n e x t  S e p t e m b e r .

We h a d  lu n ch  in  the r o o m ,  B i l l i e ,  W e n d y  a n d  I, look ing  o v e r  

the e x p a n s e  of C e n t r a l  P a r k ,  a l l  f r o z e n  in  a  f a i r y l a n d  of New Y o r k .  And

t h e n ^ w e  l e f t  to d r i v e  to L a  G u a r d i a  an d  g e t  b a c k  to the White H o u se  ab o u t  

s ix  o ' c l o c k .

I w a s  j u s t  in  t im e  fo r  b ig  n e w s ! T he  T a x  B i l l  h a d  b e e n  p a s s e d ,  

c o m p l e t e l y ,  i r r e v o c a b ly ,  f in a l ly ,  p a s s e d  - b ig  s t e p  - v i c t o r y  n u m b e r  one .  

And the White  H ouse  w a s be ing  f i l l ed ,  the E a s t  R o o m ,  w i th  a l l  the e q u ip m e n t  

of TV and  they  w e r e  r e a d y i n g  a  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  w h ich  w as  to t a ke p l a c e
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a t  6:30,  So I f ixed  up  a b i t  a n d  w en t  down with  Lynda ,  a n d  s a t  in  the 

b a c k  ro w  and  w a tc h e d  the c e r e m o n i e s .  The  tab le  an d  m i c r o p h o n e  

w a s  r i g h t  in  f r o n t  of the g r e a t  u r n  of g o r g e o u s  f l o w e r s  tha t  I a lw a y s  th ink 

ought to be s i t t i ng^in-fr o n t  of a  g r e a t  p r o t r a i t /  by  s o m e  F l e m i s h  p a i n t e r  

of old .  And  t h e r e  Lyndon  h a d  g a t h e r e d a l l  the  peop le  tha t  h a d  b e e n  so 

i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  w o rk in g  the T a x  B i l l  -  S e n a to r  R u s s e l l  Long,  who h a d  

p i lo t e d  i t  on the f l o o r  of the  Sena te ;  G e o r g e  S m a t h e r s ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

W ilb u r  M i l l s - - w i thou t  w hom  no th ing  f i n a n c i a l  g e t s  done; C a r l  A l b e r t ;  

the S p e a k e r ;  the  S e c r e t a r y  of the T r e a s u r y ,  Dillon; in  f a c t  l e a d e r s  of 

bo th  p a r t i e s  an d  e v e r y  c o m m i t t e e ,  and  e v e r y  p h a s e  tha t  h a d  any th in g  

to do w i th  the T a x  B i l l ,  I m u s t  s ay ,  it*s p l e a s a n t ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  to 

s a v o r  a  m o m e n t  of t r i u m p h  - an d  th is  w a s  one ,

L y n d o n ’s s p e e c h  b e g a n  . , .  . T o d ay ,  I h a v e  s ig n e d  in to  l a w  a 

e l e v e n  an d  a  h a l f  b i l l io n  d o l l a r  r e d u c t i o n  in  F e d e r a l  In c o m e  t a x e s ,  the 

l a r g e s t  in  h i s t o r y  of the Un i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I t  i s  the s in g le ,  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t

s tep  we h ave  ta k e n  to s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  e c o n o m y  s in c e  W o r ld  W ar  II.

T h e n  he w en t  on to s a y  how the l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  i n s p i r e d  and  

p r o p o s e d  by  P r e s i d e n t  K ennedy .  I t ' s  b e e n  one y e a r ,  one m o n th  and  

two d ay s  s in c e  P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y ' s  v i r g i n  a p p e a l  to ge t  i t  p a s s e d  -  a n d  

I ' d  h a t e  to put h o u r  to h o u r  a l l  of the c a l l s ,  the t a l k s ,  the  r e a d i n g ,  the 

w o r k ,  the  e f fo r t ,  the  l a t e  n igh t  h o u r s ,  tha t  Lyndon  h a s  put in  d u r in g  the 

l a s t  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  to ge t  i t  p a s s e d .  And i t  d id  go,  by  the v e r y  happy
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m a j o r i t y  of 74 to 19* w i th  a g e n e r o u s  R e p u b l i c a n  s u p p o r t .  T h a t  is^ in  the 

S ena te  - I d on ’t r e m e m b e r  w h a t  the  H ouse  vo te  w a s .

L y n d o n ’s s p e e c h  m a i n l y  t r i e d  to do two th in g s .  F i r s t ,  to t r y  

to e x p la in  to e a c h  p e r s o n  how th is  w ould  m e a n  s o m e th in g  to h i m ,  by  

pu t t ing  a n  a v e r a g e  of fo u r  o r  f ive d o l l a r s  m o r e  a  w e e k  in to  the p o c k e t s  

of m o s t  U. S. wage  e a r n e r s  th is  y e a r ,  b e g in n in g  the fo l lowing  w eek .

And then ,  s e c o n d ly ,  by  r e l e a s i n g  m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s in to  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  

f r o m  c o r p o r a t i o n s  th a t  would  o t h e r w i s e  be sav ing  i t  up  to pay  t h e i r  t a x e s ,  

i t  w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  n ew  e x p a n s io n ,  an d  t h e r e b y  e n c o u r a g e  the g r o w th  and  

p r o s p e r i t y  of the c o u n t r y .

One of h i s  h i g h e s t  a c c o l a d e s  w a s  to S e n a to r  B y r d  who h a d  b e e n  

s t a u n c h ly  a g a i n s t  the  b i l l  f r o m  beg in n in g  to end ,  bu t  h a d  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  

f o r  the  m a j o r i t y  to w o r k  i t ’s w i l l  by  l e t t in g  i t  out of h i s  c o m m i t t e e  w h e r e  

he  cou ld  h a v e  b o t t l e d  i t  up,  f o r  G o d  knows how  long.
\ \

T h e l ine  I  l i k e  b e s t  in  L y n d o n ’s s p e e c h  w a s  . , ,  , No one can
//

b u r y  u s  o r  b lu f f  u s  o r  b e a t  u s  so long a s  o u r  e c o n o m y  r e m a i n s  s t r o n g .

It w a s  a  good m o m e n t  f o r  h im ,  an d  I love  to see  h im  r e l i s h  i t .  I hope  

he  got a l l  the joy out of i t  t h a t  he  shou ld .

I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  the s ign ing  w a s  o v e r ,  we w e r e  w h i s k e d  off 

to M r s ,  K e n n e d y ’ s h o u s e ,  j u s t  L y n d o n and I, w h e r e  we m e t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  

the  f o r m e r  m e m b e r s  of the  P r e s i d e n t ’ s C a b in e t ,  f o r  w ha t  w as  a  r a t h e r  

m o v in g  45 m i n u t e s  o r  so .  T h i s  w a s  su p p o s e d to be a  s u r p r i s e  to M r s ,  

K ennedy ,  bu t  t h e r e  w e r e  r e f r e s h m e n t s on hand .
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L y ndon  b r o u g h t  to M r s .  K e n n ed y  fo u r  ofthe h i s t o r i c  p en s  w h ic h  

h a d  b e e n  u s e d  in  s ig n in g  the T a x  Bil l ;  one f o r  h e r ,  one fo r  the John  F .  

K ennedy  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y ,  and  one e a c h  f o r  C a r o l i n e  and  J o h n - J o h n .

A nd the C a b i n e t  h a d  a  go ld  t r a y ,  w i th  coffee  and  c r e a m  an d  s u g a r  s e r v i c e .  

T h e  t r a y  w a s  e n g r a v e d  w i th  the  n a m e s  of the e n t i r e  C a b i n e t  a n d  a l s o  of 

P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y ' s  c l o s e s t  White H ouse  a d v i s e r s .

D ean  R u s k  m a d e  the  s p e e c h  p r e s e n t i n g  the t r a y ,  an d  a  v e r y  

g r a c e f u l  one i t w a s . I t  w a s  a  s o r t  of a h o u s e w a r m i n g  p r e s e n t  and  

i t  w a s ,  of c o u r s e ,  g iven  in  m e m o r y  of the P r e s i d e n t .

C a r o l i n e  w a s  t h e r e  w i th  cu te  l i t t l e  s to c k in g s  on,  tha t  d i s a p p e a r e d  

s o m e w h e r e  up  u n d e r  h e r  d r e s s  and  she  h a d  a  l i t t l e  f r i e n d ,  h e r  own ag e ,  

t h e r e  w i th  h e r  and  they  w e r e  c l im b in g  a r o u n d  o v e r  the so fa ,  and  I h a d  a 

n ic e  l i t t l e  t a lk  w i th  h e r ,  I to ld  h e r  how Ly n d a  an d  L u c i  w a n te d  to c o m e  

w i th  u s ,  and  she s a id ,  . .  " why do n ’ t t h e y ? ” I do th ink  i t  w ould  be a  good 

id e a  i f  they  d id  s o m e t i m e .

J o h n - J o h n  w a s  t h e r e  a n d  he  s t o m p e d  a l l  o v e r  the  v a s t  a m o u n t of 

t i s s u e  p a p e r  w i th  w h ich  the  g i f t s  h a d  b e e n  w r a p p e d ,  whi le  D ean  R u s k  w a s  

m a k in g  h i s  s p e e c h .  He w a s  a l s o  the o f f i c i a l  o p e n e r  of the g i f t s .

As we e m e r g e d  f r o m  the h o u s e ^ t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  n e i g h b o r s  

on  the s id e w a lk ,  look ing  w i th  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ,  an d  a  lo t  of f l a s h l ig h t  b u lb s  

popping ,  a n d  of c o u r s e  you w e r e  a s k e d  lo t s  of q u e s t i o n s .  I q u ic k ly  m a d e  

m y  w ay  to the  c a r ,  L yndon  d id  s t a n d  long enough  to s a y  to the  r e p o r t e r
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s o m e t h in g  g r a c e f u l  ab o u t  P r e s i d e n t  K ennedy  h a d  w o r k e d  so long an d  so h a r d
/

on  the B i l l ,  and  he h a d  such  fa i th  in  i t s  i n t e g r i t y ,  and  we w e r e  h e r e  to see  

M r s .  K en n ed y  an d  e x p r e s s  o u r  h a p p i n e s s  a t  the  f a c t  th a t  i t  w a s  be ing  

s ig n ed ,  and  he  d e s c r i b e d  the v i s i t  a s  v e r y  m o v in g  a n d  v e r y  s p i r i t u a l .

I d id  no te  tha t  none of the o t h e r s  tha t  c a m e  out h a d  any th ing  a t  a l l  to s ay .  

And tha t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  the w ay  th a t  M r s .  K ennedy  w ould  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  

th em  to a c t .  But L yndon  w as  a c t in g  the w ay  he  i s ,  and  the w ay  he w ould  

w an t  the peo p le  to a c t  ab o u t  h im .

A s we d ro v e  off, he  s a id .  . . "Why d o n ' t  we r u n  by an d  h a v e  a 

d r i n k  w i th  the V a l e n t i s .  " So we did .  Im a g in e  h av in g  the P r e s i d e n t  

u n e x p e c t e d ly ,  w h en  you h ave  a  fo u r  o r  f ive m o n t h s  o ld  b a b y .  T h e i r  p la c e  

in  G e o rg e to w n  i s  v e r y  c h a r m i n g ,  v e r y  s m a l l .  The  b a b y  c a m e  down and  

la y  on L y n d o n ' s  lap  an d  g u r g l e d  fo r  a  few m i n u t e s ,  and  th e n  w en t  v e r y  

q u ie t ly  and  p l e a s a n t l y  to b ed .  What a  joy!

We h a d  a  d r i n k  and  L yndon  s a i d  he  j u s t  believed he  would  s t ay  

f o r  s u p p e r -  so  M a r y  M a r g a r e t  s a i d  s he cou ld  w o r k  i t  out v e r y  w e l l  in d eed ,  

a n d  s u r e  enough ,  we d id  s t a y  a n d  h a d  s o m e  d e l i c io u s  s t e a k s  ab o u t  an  h o u r
I

l a t e r .  M a r i a n n e  M e a n s  a n d  a young m a n  she  i s  d a t in g  c a m e  in .  She 

i s  s o m e b o d y  tha t  L y n d o n ,  an d  a l l  m e n  in  f a c t  h ave  t h e i r  eye  on a s c o n -

s i d e r e d  an  e x t r e m e l y  a t t r a c t i v e  w o m a n .  So I g u e s s  I ' l l  h a v e  to lo o k  h e r  

o v e r  h a r d e r !  At an y  r a t e ,  h e r  a r t i c l e s  ab o u t  Lyndon  h ave  a l l  b e e n  v e r y  

f a v o r a b l e ,  a n d  tha t  i s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  p l e a s a n t .
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S u m m in g  i t  up,  I c an  s ay  I th ink  th is  i s the  f i r s t  t im e  t h a t 

Lyndon  h a s  b e e n  on T V  t h a t  he  f e l t  a l r i g h t  ab o u t  be ing  on TV.

P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  (he h a d  a  t e l e p r o m p t e r )  he  h a d  a  s t o r y  to t e l l  th a t  had  

s o m e  . ac h i e v e m e n t  in  i t ,  and  i t  w as  s o m e t h in g  w o r t h  ta lk ing  about .

The  l a s t  thought  I h a d  b e f o r e  I d r o p p e d  off to s l e e p  w as

r e a d i n g  the i n s c r i p t i o n  on the t r a y  tha t  w e n t  s o m e t h in g  l ik e  th is :

" In  m e m o r y  of t h r e e  sh in ing  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r '  and  w o n d e r in g  w ha t  w as  

going on in  the m i n d s  o f  the peop le  a s s e m b l e d  t h e r e .  . , R u s k ,  W i r t z ,  

Dil lon ,  Schlesinger S o r e n s e n ,  Bobby K ennedy  - a l l  of t h e m .


