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One of those too-fu ll  d a y s .  We le f t  a t  noon, with m e  being 

a f r a id  e v e ry  m in u te  t h a t  L u c i  wouldn’ t get b a c k  fro m  h er  h a lf  a  day 

a t  sch oo l to jo in  u s ,  but she did. And so ,  Lyndon, Lynda B ir d ,  L u c i  

and I got on the h e l ic o p te r .  At A n drew s we w ere  jo in ed  by both the 

S e n a to r s  fro m  F lo r id a ,  h an d som e G e o rg e  S m a th e r s ,  and S p e s s a r d  

H olland, w h o /a l th o u g h  about se v e n ty ish /^ is  read y in g  h im s e l f  to run 

a g a in  this s u m m e r ,  and a  fu ll  co m p lem en t  of C o n g r e s s m a n  from

F lo r id a  - that i s  of the D e m o c ra t ic  P a r ty .
\

We went b y  je t  to J a c k so n v i l le  and then to another h e l ic o p te r  

to go to P a la tk a  - and  P a la tk a  i s  ju s t  m y  cup of tea . J u s t  the s o r t  of 

ca m p a ig n  tr ip  I would have lo v e d ,  i f  it hadn 't  been  ra in ing  b u c k e ts .

The p u rp o se  of the tr ip  to P a l a t k a / w a s  to throw the sw itch that b egan  

the ex c a v a t io n  of the 107 m i l e  c r o s s - F l o r i d a  c a n a l .  T h is  h a s  been 

d r e a m e d ,  p lanned, e n g in e e re d  fo r ,  fo r  o v er  100 y e a r s  but f in a lly  today 

it  w as  done, with a  b ig  sh ow er of d ir t  going up in the a i r ,  when the 

sw itch  w as  pu lled .

M eanw hile , in  the 100 y e a r s ,  the in t e r c o a s t a l  c an a l  h a s  gone 

a l l  the w ay fro m  New J e r s e y ,  down to/\ I th in k /\a p p ro x im a te ly  Ja c k so n v i l le  

and m ean w h ile , on the other s id e ,  the in t e r c o a s t a l  c a n a l  h a s  gone from  

the b o r d e r s  of M exico-- I b e liev e  i t ’ s B r o w n sv i l le ,  Texas,y^all the way 

alon g  the gu lf  and down the we s t e r n  c o a s t  of F lo r id a ,  to a  l i t t le  tow n/ 

deligh tfu lly  enough, Y a n k e e town,
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T h is c a n a l ,  the p ro p o se d  one, w ill  be the f in a l ,  m i s s in g  link 

that w ill  jo in  up B r o w n sv i l le ,  T e x a s  with the c o a s t  of New J e r s e y  and 

w ill  cut off 1600 m i l e s  of e x t r a  sh ipping aroun d  the long-long  ta i l  of 

F lo r id a .

Well, there  we a r r iv e d  a t  P a la tk a ,  and it w as  ra in in g , and 

there  w ere  about 1 0 ,0 0 0  people that had  b een  standing arou n d  w aiting 

for  u s  to get  th ere ,  we h e a rd ,  fo r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  About one out of 

e v e r y  five or s i x , , ^ ^ d  an u m b r e l la  and so m e  of them had on a  l i t l le  

p la s t i c  ra in h at , and a  lot of them w ere  ju s t  p la in , /d r ip p in g  wet and 

s tanding out th ere .  But every bod y  w as sm il in g  and w aving and g lad  

_ to se e  u s ,  and I w as  twice a s  g lad  to se e  them , and ju s t  w ish  I hadn 't  had

to w o r ry  about m y  h a i r ,  o r  being in a  h u rry ,  and could  have w alked  

arou n d  and could  have shaken hands with n e a r ly  ev ery bo d y  in that 

cow p a s t u r e .  T h e re  w as a  l i t t le  p la t fo r m  w ith a  p la s t i c  ro o f  on it̂ .--'  ̂  ̂

to which we m ounted , together with a  - the g o v e rn o r  of F lo r id a ,  M r ,  

F a r r i s  B ry an t  and h is  v e r y  p re tty  w ife , whom I had s e e n  not long ago  

in W ashington; a l l  the C o n g r e s s m en , and de lightfu lly  enough. D ale M il le r ,
' "  ---------"V-------

who i s  s o r t  of an execu tive  d i r e c to r  of In t e r c o a s t a l  C a n a l ,  and, by v ir tue

j? 9̂of w hose a r t i c le  s ix te e n  y e a r s  a g o , / in  the C o n g r e s s io n a l  R e c o r d ^ I  had 

been  educating  m y s e l f  on the flight down a bout what this c a n a l  m ean t  

to sh ipping.

^  B e c a u s e  of the ra in ,  the 30 m inute c e re m o n y  w as  sh orten ed .

The G o v e rn o r ,  each  S en ator ,  e ach  spoke v e ry  b r ie f ly ,  and then Lyndon
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spoke fo r  10 m in u te s ,  and le t  lo o s e the b l a s t .  T h is  i s  the s o r t  of 

thing, w here you fe e l  y o u 're  r e a l ly  getting  som eth in g  done, o r  y o u 're  

r e a l ly  w atching so m e  h is to r ic  m ovem en t get u n der w ay. B e s i d e s ,  it 

w as  delightfu l to lo o l^ r o u n d  and s e e ,  in the pine t r e e s ,  a  l it t le  10 y e a r  

old y o u n g ste r  in h is  b lu e je a n s ,  shinnying up in o r d e r  to get a  b e t te r  v iew ; 

and to look  into the f a c e s  of a l l  the people  who had c a r e d  enough to com e 

out and stan d  in the ra in  to se e  the ir  P r e s id e n t . /One litt le  touching incident w as  the p r e s e n t a t i o n / b y  a  group
<3/

of ra th e r  s a d  looking l it t le  b o y s , / f r o m  the R o a d h e a v e r  Ranch  fo r  B o y s ,  

which w as  r igh t c lo s e  to the spot, of a l it t le  c e r a m ic  b u l l^  a  ty p ica l  F lo r id a  

typey^ B r a h m a ,  I think, to Lyndon.

Next, we flew  b a c k  to P a lm  B e a c h ,  and Lyndon and I d e p a r te d  

to go and pay  a  c o u r te s y  c a l l  on f o r m e r  A m b a s s a d o r  Jo e  Kennedy and 

M r s .  K ennedy. The ch ild ren  and yet ev ery b o d y  e l s e ,  s tay e d  a t  the p lan e , 

the ch ild re n  so  that they could  get a l l  d r e s s e d  up inhonor of the re c e p t io n  

to which we w ere  going ju s t  a  sh o r t  while l a t e r .

I thought of a l l  the other t im e s  we had been  to this h ou se ,  a s  

we drove  a lon g . Once, whenLyndon w as  a  Sen a to r ,  and they v e r y  

courteously a s k e d  u s  to com e by fo r  lunch, M r s .  K ennedy that i s .  The 

A m b a s s a d o r  w as  not th ere .  And I thought of the t i m e ^ ^ f t e r  the e lec t io n
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with the P r e s id e n t ,  and M r s .  J a c q u e l ine  Kennedy w as ju s t  r e c o v e r in g  

from  Jo h n - Jo h n 's  b i r t h . ,  , It ’ s a  beau tifu l  p lace  and now there is  so  m uch  

t ra g e d y  th ere .

I cannot begin  to s a y  how i m p r e s s e d  I am  with M r s .  R o se  

Kennedy ^  she m u s t  be m o r ethan seven ty . She h as  a  b eau tifu l f ig u r e ,  

she lo ok s  lo ve ly ,  she d r e s s e s  su p e rb ly  and she k e e p s  on ta lk ing  b landly , 

a m ia b ly ,  ju s t  a s  a  good h o s t e s s  should , w elcom in g  u s ,  talking about 

the h o u se ,  the fa m ily ,  people  we know, being g r a c io u s ,  and I think, 

even  g ra te fu l  fo r  k in d n e s se s  that Lyndon h a s  t r ie d  to show to a l l  the 

m e m b e r s  of the fa m ily  s in ce  the awful day  in N o v em b er .  And sk im m in g  

ligh tly  over  the s u r f a c e  of the fa c t  that there  s i t s  h er  h usban d  who i s  an 

in v a lid  s in ce  a  s t ro k e ,  I think, De c e m b e r  of 1961; and who, though w ell  

tanned, w ell  c a r e d  fo r  in e v e r y  m e d ic a l  and m a t e r i a l  w ay, i s  s t i l l  a 

t e r r ib ly  s a d  f ig u r e .  I am  not su re  w hether he u n d e r s to od everyth ing  

that w as  s a id  to him and in fron t  of h im . He does not ta lk , a t  l e a s t  

he did not to u s ,  and I could  not help but think a s  I looked  a t  h im  t h a t  

I would hope for  Lyndon it would be a  sudden  going,  a lthough a t  a  v e ry  

f a r  d is ta n t  tim e and n ice ly  ven e ra b le  a g e .

Two of the l i t t le  Kennedy boys cam e  in, I think they m u s t  be 

the ch ild ren  of E th e l  and B ob , A ll  o f them , I think a l l  e igh t, had  j u s t 

been  down th ere ,  s tay in g  a t  Phyl l i s  D illon ’ s h ou se ,  re c u p e ra t in g  fro m  

c o ld s ,  and these  two had r em ain e d  on lo n g e r .

We had  a  g l a s s of o ran ge  ju ic e  and t r ie d  b r a v e ly  to m ak e
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in te re s t in g  c o n v e r sa t io n  with a  m an  who m u st  once have ru le d  in a s iz e a b le

pro v in ce  of the w orld , and who now i s  so  re m o v e d  fro m  the u se  of pow er.

And then we s a id  goodbye, te rm in at in g  a  p re tty  d iff icu lt  20 m in u te s ,  and

h u r r ie d  b a c k  to the h e l ic o p te r .  It s e e m e d  it  had ju s t  been  a  day  of

jum ping in and out of h e l ic o p te r s ,  j e t s  and c a r s ,  f in a lly  a r r iv in g  a t  the

Eden  R o c  H otel, w here there  w as  a  re c e p t io n  fo r  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  C lub ,

that i s  the people  who give a  thousand d o l l a r s  to the ca m p a ig n .

The re c e p t io n  w as s t a g ,  but in an oth er  room^^th^e la d ie s  w ere

lined up and I w as  taken in there  to m e e t  the m o s t b e - je w e le d  and e le g an tly

gowned group  of w om en I have p r a c t i c a l ly  e v e r  la id  e y e s  on. F lo r id a ,
CLo-*

of c o u r s e ,  with the ex cep tion  of such  r u r a l  p o rt io n s  ^  P a la tk a ,  i s  one of 

the m o s t  g ild ed  s t a t e s one cou ld  im ag in e^  and I guess,-M i a m i  the m o s t  

g ild ed  of a l l .

I s im p ly  put m y  hand in whoe v e r  w as  lead in g  m e arou n d  and 

went arou n d  sh ak in g  hands with a l l  the l a d ie s .  I w as  thinking a l l  the 

while that this w as  r a th e r  sh o r t  sh r i f t  fo r  what m u s t have b een  c o n s id e r a b le  

contribu tion  on their  p a r t .

I did g l im p se  R o s e m a r y  S m a th e r s  an d  there  w as  E l l io t t  

R o o se v e l t  a t  the do o r , wanting to p r e se n t  h is  two l itt le  b o y s ,  and M r s .  

E l l io t t  R o o se v e l t  w as  th ere .

Then we w ere  h u st le d  on to the F o n t a i n b l e u  H otel w here we 

had a  p e r fe c t ly  b eau tifu l  su ite ,  a r r iv in g  a s  u s u a l,  l a te ,  h a ir  d ren ched , 

in need of d inn er, w ork  on h a i r ,  and d r e s s ing. And then to the d inner.
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a t  which it w as  p lanned we should  a r r iv e  la te .
A

L yn da , in her one re l ia b le  yellow  long d r e s s ,  looked  love ly , 

and L u c i  B a in e s , in the m o s t  b r i l l i a n t  pink, look ed  ju s t  enchantingj 

she had m y l i t t le  white fur  arou n d  h er  n eck , and s h e 's  ju s t  getting  to 

be a beauty . I w ore  a  yellow  chiffon, which re m in d s  m e of the f i r s t  

fo r sy th ia  of sp r in g .

When we s t a r t e d  out, the c ro w d s  w ere  v e r y  th ick  a l l  aroun d .

E a c h  tim e we c a m e  in and out of the hotel, they w ere  that. Lyndon

cy'
shook hands with everybody  he cou ld  pos s ib le  re a c h ,  a n d , / a t  one^

p o in t /  I n oticed  that h is  hand w as  a c tu a l ly  b leed in g  in two or three  s p o ts ,

fro m  the v ig o r  with which people  had g r ip p e d  it .

w hen we got into the banquet r o o m   m o s t  of the sp eak in g  w as

a l r e a d y  o v er ,  the en terta in m en t, which w ere  Toni M artin  and Cyd C h a r i s s e ,

had been  co m p le te d , and it w as  a lm o st  t im e fo r  Lyndon to b eg in  h is  sp e e ch .

T h is  w as  the J e f f e r s o n - J a c k s o n  Day sp e e ch , and l a t e r  on I r e a d  that it

r a i s e d  $400, 000, It w as  natu r a l ly  e x p ec ted  to be p o l i t ic a l  an d  it w a s .

I w as  g lad ,  but I w as a  l it t le  shaky  too, when I h e a r d  him co m e  out quite
full

fo r th r ig h t ly  fo r  the full C iv i l  R igh ts  P r o g r a m ,  and this in a  S ta te  whe r e  

in te g ra t io n  in sc h o o ls  and other p l a c e s ,  h a s  s t i l l  been  a  l itt le  b it  on the 

token s id e .  You m igh t a s  w ell  s a y  it  w here i t ' s  h a rd  to say .

In m y  opinion it  w as  about a  g rad e  " B  p lu s "  sp eech ; cou ldn 't  

have been  b e t te r  d e l iv e r y ,  he got fro m  it every th ing  that w as  in it. But



/

%

W A S H I N G T O N

T h u rsd a y ,  F eb r u a r y  27 , 1964 P a g e  7

it did la c k  that s ing ing  quality  of so  m an y  of M r, K ennedy’ s . At the end, 

he in te r je c te d  som eth in g  that did  win the r inging  a p p la u se  of the whole 

ro o m , when he s a id  that he had  a s k e d  the F B I  to co m e down and 

in v e s t ig a te  the bom bing of c e r ta in  r a i l r o a d s  in F l o r i d a ^ t h a t  had been  

u n dergo in g  a  v e r y  b i t te r  s t r ik e .  T h is  i s s u e  c lo s e  a t  h o m e /^ h as  a n g e r e d  

m o r e  fo lk s  than the tro u b le s  a f a r ,  and they w ere  qu ick  to e x p r e s s  their  

a p p ro v a l  that v ia c io u s  and i l l e g a l  b o m b in gs  had  to be in v e s t ig a te d  and 

s topped .

A s I looked  arou n d  the ro o m , I thought that I h ad  n ev er  se e n  

m o r e  e leg an tly  d r e s s e d  p eo p le . M ia m i i s  r e a l ly  a  ce n te r  of w ealth  

and of g l i tte r .

One n ice l i t t le  m om en t w as  when m y  c o u s in ,  E s th e r  L a n ie r  

Sm ith , who i s not am on g  the g l it te r in g  and e leg an t  oi: ; i s ,  but who had 

b een  brought by a  fr ie n d ,  ca m e  up and s a id  h ello  to m e .  And we had 

a  n ice  l i t t le  ta lk  about E la in e .

The g o v e rn o r  of F lo r id a ,  F a r r i s  B r y a n t ,  m ad e  a  - quite an 

e lo q u e n t ,  in troduction  of L y n d o n , and a f t e r w a r d s  I h e a r d  so m e  good 

r e p o r t s  - "O ne w ell  in fo r m e d  p o l i t ic a l  s o u r c e  s a id  M r. Joh n son  would 

c a r r y  F l o r i d a ' s  14 e le c t o r a l  v o te s ,  a  to ta l  s econd in the s outh only to 

25 c a s t  by T e x a s ,  u n le s s  there  w as  a  new C iv i l  R igh ts  b low -up or  he 

m ad e  an  obnoxious V ic e - P r e s id e n t ia l  c h o i c e . "  B y  that, s a id  the e x pe r t ,  

he m e a n t  the ch oice  of the A ttorn ey  G e n e ra l  R o b e r t  F .  Kennedy.
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We w ere  a t  the dinner about an h our, and then le ft  shaking  

hands with inn u m e r ab le  people  on the w ay out, and I thought, . . 'h e re  

we a r e ,  a t  long l a s t ,  going b a ck  to the su ite * .  But no, we went by 

to sa y  h ello  to D avid  Dubinsky and what we thought w as a  m ee tin g  of
I

h is  g a rm e n t  union w o r k e r s .  It turn o u t  to be that_— it turned  out tha t

Q.y
D avid  Dubinsky and a l l  of h is  ch u m s/^ h ad  gone to a  night c lub , there  to 

h e ar  the s a m e  e n te r t a in e r s  that we had m i s s e d ,  Cyd  C h a r i s s e  and Tony 

M artin .  So we s a t  down at  a  tab le  with David, e v acu a tin g . I 'm  a f r a id ,  

four of h is  other f r ie n d s ,  but putting m e betw een two o th e rs  who had 

a  v e r y  in te re s t in g  s to r y  to te ll ,  about how they had com e o v e r  a s  

y o u n g s te r s ,  one eight y e a r s  old, f ro m  R u s s i a ,  h a s  m ad e  h is  w ay, and 

v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ly ,  and now h e re  he w a s ,  s i t t in g  a t  a  table  with the 

F i r s t  L a d y  of the land! And the o ther one s a id  that he too w as  an  

im m ig r a n t  and a l s o  w as a  s u c c e s s f u l  one, and that another F i r s t  L ad y , 

M r s .  E le a n o r  R o o se v e l t, had in tro d u ced  him a t  a  d inn er! I think the y 

w ere  a l l  o f f ic ia l s  of the G a rm e n tw o r k e r s  Union.

A n ightclub i s  the l a s t  p la c e  I wanted to go a t  that t im e of 

night, but a s  soon  a s  we c a m e  to a  f a i r ly  d ign ified  point to le a v e ,  a  b r e a k  

in the p r o g r a m ,  we got up and m ad e  our goodbys and d e p a r te d .

A s  I 'm  looking over  the p r e s s  c l ip p in g s ,  this day , I can  think 

of s e v e r a l  things that I could do without in this l i fe .  One, i s  any 

com m  ents on 'the L B J  m o d if ied  five  ga l lo n  hat which i s  to b e c o m e  the 

fa sh io n  fo r  m en  this sp r in g .  A nother, i s  how m any  m i s c a r r i a g e s  have
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I had. And an oth er  i s  the B e a t l e s ,  e ith er  pro  or conj I m ean  le t t e r s  

about them . A ll the t e e n a g e r s  a r e  w riting  u s ,  m a d  b e c a u s e  Lyn da and 

L u c i  d idn 't s e e  the B e a t l e s .  L o t s  of m am as  a r e  w ritin g  u s ,  p r a i s in g  

u s  fo r  not sending the ch ild ren  o ff  o n a  sch oo l night to s e e  the B e a t l e s .  

A ll th ese  things a r e  s l igh t  d e te rrents to keeping your eye on the b a l l ,  

that i s ,  a t tem ptin g  to get  som eth in g  done.

One of the n ice  l it t le  ev en ts  o f the day  w as  to get a  r e a l  good

.  ^fa m ily  p ic tu r e ,  which d o e sn 't  happen  too often ,— / i l l  four of u s ,  L u c i

looking a s  p re t ty  a s  she i s , and Lynda B ir d ,  c lu t c h in ^ m  fu ll v iew /^a  

book on government/^ one of the c o u r s e s  s h e 's  taking - -  that l it t le  g i r l  

h a s  a  public r e la t io n s  s e n s e  that s u r p a s s e s  any of o u r s .


