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Today, i s Texas Independence Day, and that is what the big Texas 

weekend had been built on, of course, but i t 's  far from  a day of independence 

fo r  m e. It*s a day of work. The main things on the ag^enda are winding 

up p ro jec t  art, that is , f i rm in g  up the executive order.. .Decid ing on a ll  the 

public m em bers , phoning each of them to accept, as w e l l  as phoning the 

o f f ic ia l  m em bers  to accept, and f ina lly  making the P re s s  announcement.

The second thing on the agenda, important to m e, is to answer the

a -'''
questions of people»/who keep on w rit ing  me about teenagers. How do you

ra ise  them ? And I want this one to be w ritten  in m y own words, as much

as possib le , because I do have some thoughts on the subject.

Then the third important thing,, I must get done this week,^’is  a complete

descrip tion  o f 4040 F i f t y - second Street, in te r io r  and grounds, the sort o f

thing that w i l l  make people yearn  to buy it; get a l l  o f m y lo v e ly  co lo red  pictures

together with it, hand it  out to two or three people who are  in terested  in

helping us se ll it, e spec ia l ly  to Abe F o r ta s ' f i rm , in the hopes that we can

m ove it be fo re  the month is over .

I had lunch in the bedroom , o ff of trays, with Abe Fortas , and I think,_^

'7

we f ina lly  wound up the p ro je c t  A r t ,  in a lm ost final fo rm .

I did a bit of housekeeping, and then at 4 o 'c lo ck  this afternoon, M rs . 

Harold  W ilson and her son, G iles , came fo r  tea. She's the w ife  o f the 

B r it ish  Labor Pa r ty  leader. And they are going to have an e lection  within 

a m onth or so and it looks like they are  g oing to g ive v e r y  serious competition
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to Douglas Hume, and perhaps rep lace him,

Lyndon had M r, W ilson over  in his o f f ic e  fo r  discussions while M rs. 

W ilson and I had tea and sandwiches, and then went down with Ketchum to 

e sco r t  us around, and saw the entire f i r s t  f loo r ,
J

I can’ t say I got to know her in the hour or m ore  I spent with her, but

9'I had the fee ling  at least,-^that she's pretty  w e l l  com m itted  to and pretty  

knowledgeable about her husband's l i fe  in polit ics , and likes it rather.

La te r  on, m y next vis itor,^ was Genera l C lifton and M r, Wood, who 

came to ca ll  about a book that M r, Wood is w rit ing  to answer the innumerable 

ch ild ren 's  questions about - What does the P res iden t do? - What is his l i fe  

l ik e?  H e 's  getting together a sort of a Mother Hubbard answer to

their questions, that w i l l  perhaps, in the form  of a book, cut down on the 

amount of m a il that goes out to school children. W e 'l l  just send them a 

l it t le  pamphlet, plus a cover ing  le t te r .

Next came Secre ta ry  o f C om m erce  Hodges and Martha, bringing with 

them A ng ie r  Biddle Duke and Robin, and M r, and M rs . Whitcomb, o f F ie ld c re s t  

M il ls ,  who had contributed a l l  the beautiful linens fo r  B la ir  House - and they
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are  enough to make any bride drool.

<r
The purpose o f the v i sit was just so I could express  my gratitude to 

them fo r  their g rea t gift, and indeed it is , to B la ir  House, and there fore  to
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those people that are o ve r  there sleeping on those sheets would be sleeping 

right in here , in the L incoln  Room and the Queen's Room, i f  it w eren 't  for 

the a r t is t ry  and hard w ork  of Robin Duke and her com m ittee  of women who 

have done over  B la ir  House  into its present state of perfection .

So much fo r  the day, which wasn 't exactly  a glowing one, but one of 

those n ecessa ry  to making the job go.
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