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THE WHITE HOUSE

. . ^This morning at 11:30 I m et with L iz ,  a nd Dick M cG uire  and

l^ t oDick Nelson / t o  talk about many invitations f or me to make speeches. I ’ m 

s o r ry  Ken O 'Donnell or B i l l  M oyers  couldn't be with us. I part icu la r ly  wanted 

to r e ly  on one or both of their judgments, as w e ll.

The C leveland, Ohio speech at the Y W C A , in A p r il ,  was agreed  to. It*s 

one o f the twelve states that Dick McGuire said that he hoped v e r y  much I 'd  

go in to, ^

The Atlanta, G eo rg ia  one- - fo r  the dedication or ground breaking cerem ony

at the Public Health Serv ices  Communicable D isease Center, c lo se to E m ory

Un ivers ity -- was ag reed  to, v e r y  enthusiastically- - by me, because that's one

of the four states I want to go into be fore  the end o f May.

And we decided we would try  to add something e lse in G eorg ia  onto that, i f

not the future hom em aker state convention pe rhaps something e lse .

I said a rather reluctant no to the E lm ira , New Y o rk  day. It sounds

nosta lg ic , like a sort o f Saturday Evening Post front co ve r ,  but maybe something

m ore  useful could be f igu red  out in New York . And also, I said no to the

New Y o rk  W or ld 's F a ir  suggestion, fo r  F i r s t  Lad ies  Day in the main exh ib it .

In genera l , I want to go to rura l or sm all town areas . I do not want to

go to big c it ies .  I want to go to one or a l l  of four southern states - I 'm

w ill ing  to go to those that the Dem ocratic  Com m ittee wants me to, within the
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begin genera l po lit ica l ac t iv ity  until Lyndon does, and I want that to be as

late in the yea r  as feas ib le .

The Detro it speech to the A m er ican  Home Econom ics Assoc ia t ion  

in June h as a lready  been accepted, and with v e r y  much in teres t  by m e.

And we w i l l  try  to add som eth ing  on to it som ewhere e lse ,  perhaps in ru ra l 

M ichigan,

We a lso  took up a lot o f things and got them out o f the way, such a s 

rece iv in g  the outstanding fa m ily  o f the yea r  from  A labam a. O K , with
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enthusiasm,, .R e c e iv in g  the U P I  w ives  here  som etim e in October, and i f  

I  can’ t be the hostess I  can ce r ta in ly  find a Cabinet w ife  or a daughter. _

And yes to some requests fo r  in te rv iew s  about one by A m er ica n  H eritage

 ̂ > ■
on Lyndon 's  grandfather, that sounds v e r y  in teresting  a nd another on

his father.

So a g rea t deal o f things w e re  gotten o f f  the desk, and that's a lways 'S

a r e l ie f .

A  ta lk with Senator Stennis f ina lly  put the ax to m y  plans to go into ^

M iss iss ip p i,  and so it looks like the space trip  bo ils  down to A labam a ■»

Hunt s v i l l e .

I had lunch in m y  room  and dictated le t te rs  to the museums that had

been so kind about lending p ic tu res , / ,Made a rran gem en ts fo r  those that

I 'm  not using to be re tu rned.

And then came the re a l ly  highpoin t o f the day, which was Lyndon’ s press

I
conf e rence , on T V ,  It took place in the East Room, the f i r s t  time one was .
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e v e r  held there, I watched it from  m y room and wrote him a critique on it.

In genera l I 'd  grade it B P lus; his statement was a l it t le  breath less , actually 

I think he ran from  his o ff ice  to the place. He w a s looking down too much.

It would be so good i f  they*d use a te leprom pter. He did look strong and 
y

f i r m  and re l iab le , and the sort of man you*d like to leave your destiny in 

the hands of. The c lose-ups w ere  much better that the fa r -o f fs .  It was too 

fast and there was not enough change of pace during the time that he was 

making the statement. He just should have allotted m ore  time fo r  the state-

ment and less  for  the questions, I do b e lie ve .

And then when the questions started, he was much m ore  dramatic, much 

m ore  in teresting looking, and rea l ly  a v e r y  cred itab le  p er fo rm an ce .-

Oh, how rough the questions w ere  and how so rry  I fe lt  fo r  him. V ie t-N am  

deGaulle, Bobby Kennedy. E v e ry  now and then he gave a good c r isp  answ er 

such as, "T h e  answer i s "no" to both your que s t ion s .”

The c lose-ups w ere  excellen t, I b e l ie ve  though ,^ h e  East Room leaves  

a lot to be des ired , in the v o ic e  --that is,--of the questioners. I could always 

hear Lyndon v e r y  w e l l  but not a lways the r e p o r te rs that w ere  asking him.

I was rem inded once m ore  of a rem ark  that E isenhower was supposed

to have said, when he started in to make a P re s s  con ference. "N ow  I mount

my w eek ly  c r oss.   I guess the only way to know how the other fe l low  fee ls ,



THE W HITE HOUSE 
Saturday, M arch  7, 1964 Paee 4

W A S H I N G T O N  °

m an.

A fte r  it was o v e r  I  phoned Lyndon to te ll him how good I thought he 

had done, and then I worked and worked and em erged  from  m y room about 

6:30 or 7 to find M r. Ke llam  here.- 1 hadn't known that he was going to be 

on his way to New  Y o rk  and was going to stop over  and spend the weekend 

with u s .J

So we had a pleasant fa m ily  dinner, with Lyndon, and J e s s e ,  and 

E lo ise  and Hom e r.

J e s s e  brought me three things from  Lou ise  I find i t ’ s s t i l l  a fresh  

wound -- but I be lieve  I wouldn’ t want m y  fr iends to fo rg e t  me that soon.

He brought me some beads I  had seen her w ear a grea t many tim es, and 

a tape m easu re , with which she must have m easured  seve ra l m iles  of 

things fo r  me in the cou rse of our fu rnishing the places around the ranch,

a nd a p re tty  l itt le  pocket m ir r o r  that I had seen her use a lot. 

Actually , I guess the b iggest one thing o f the day w as the announcement 

in Lyndon's P r e s s  con ference  that I am going to be one of the delegates going 

to rep resen t this country to G reece  for the funeral of King Paul. P res iden t 

Truman w i l l  head it.

He a lso  announced the Executive O rder creating the Com m ittee for the 

P rese rva t ion  of the White House, and named the m em bers , but it was just a s 

though we had labored  m ightily  and brought forth  a mouse, because this
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sca rce ly  a r ipple in tom orrow 's  papers.


