
1 ’(
MEMORANDUM I

- W A S H I N G T O N

Monday, March 9, 1964

This morning at 10 I m et with L iz ,  Bess and Angie Duke, to discuss

the com ing fo re ign  Chiefs of State v is it .  , . The Jordanians, the Israe lians ,

four or f ive  p rospective others, ranging from  State v is its ,  t o  work ing v is its .

King Hussein  of Jordan, is the f ir s t ,  com ing in A p r i l .

In rev iew ing  those w e 'v e  had a nd planning for  the future, we decided

that dancing would be good fo r  those groups where we spoke the same 
which had

language,/the same sort o f music, and did the same dances. But that 

would be a total f lop , i f  there was a serious language b a r r ie r .

The entertainment was a great help in - where there was a d i f f ic u lt - to -
 Q..-

b ridge gap of language and background t h a t  m ight resu lt in vast s ilences. » .

And that although stag working lunches w ere  good enough, a stag working

dinner would be rather deadly and it would be much gayer to have men and

wom en and pretty  c lo thes and entertainment at night.

Then I had a session  of work, with a sandwich at the desk, and then

at 2 o 'c lo ck  t e a  with M r, Boudin, the ce lebra ted  French decorator who

had worked on the White House with M rs .  Kennedy. He was quite im press ive ,

rather p ro fess iona ly  charm ing, I  thought; e ld er ly ,  and French to his fingert ips .

M r. West sat with us . He told us about the fabric  that had been se lected

a—̂
by Mrs. Kennedy  e a r ly  last fa l l  fo r  drapes in the East Room . M r. West 

con firm ed  that the present drapes w ere  w earing out badly and that they would 

have to be rep laced  soon. It appears that everyth ing had been planned previous
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to Novem ber 22nd, but that the fab r ic  had to be woven to order . The f i r s t  

fu ll length panel w i l l  be ava ilab le  in about two weeks and he p rom ised  to send 

it over  to me to look a t.  It ’ s a fait accom pli and I can only hope that there 's  

enough money in the treasury of the h is to r ica l  association  to pay fo r  i t !

It looks like this w i l l  be the f i r s t  o rd er  of business when the new 

com m ittee  for  the P re s e rva t ion  of the White House has its meeting.

M r. Boudin had done the E lm s for  M rs . M e s t a , and we talked about 

the lo v e ly  rose fab r ic  on the walls  in the la rge  salon. He told me the name 

o f a famous French chateau w here the identica l fab r ic  was used and suggested 

the poss ib il ity  that they m ight need some m ore  o f it - and h e re 's  one of the 

times when I wish I  w ere  a re a l  salesman because there is certa in ly  some 

ava ilab le  fo r  a good p r ic e  there on the walls  at the E lm s. I le t  him know 

that it m ight be had, but I 'm  not enough of a salesman to make him droo l at 

the prospect of getting it.

A t 4 o 'c lo ck  we had one of the con certs fo r  young people. This time 

it was half the ch ildren  o f m em bers  of Congress, ranging from  13 to 2O years  

old, plus a group o f  40 students from  F oxc ro ft  School in M idd leburg who had 

just fin ished going through on a specia l tour.

0ne o f whom, incidentally, was Susan Engelhard, the daughter of the 

Charles Eng e lh a rd s  from  New Jersey .
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• ^The entertainment was Charlie  Byrd, w ho plays on his guitar, e v e r y -

thing from  ja zz  to Bach. I entered the Blue Room a fter  everybody was 

seated, and introduced Charlie  and his group. We had 30 minutes of good

music, of a rem arkable  range and var ie ty , my favor ite  being a Duke Ellington

O'
m ed ley . There  was an a ttractive  program  on each chair fo r  a child to take 

home as a souven ir ,,  and then Lynda, Luci and I went to the Blue Room 

and shook hands with everybody.

'■ A  lot of the ch ildren I had known ages  and watched them grow  u p ., ,M issy  

Grant; the C a r l  A lb er ts '  sm art l it t le  daughter; the two Ta lm adges ',  who had 

come a ll the way from  school in G eorg ia  fo r  this; and B a r ry  Go ldw ater 's  pretty  

blond daughter, who had fo llow ed  Lynda B ird  as queen of the A za lea  Fes t iva l.

I reg re tted  that I hadn't been fores igh ted  enough to ask a ll of the Cabinet 

ch ildren  of s im ila r  age  t o come down and serve  as assistant hosts and hostesses. 

The ch ildren  fi led  on in to the State Dining Room fo r  punch and cookies and I 

made m y exit.

Lynda and Luc i had to leave too soon because they would have been good

at m ix in g  with the youngsters, but they must have a picture made with their

daddy f or a story  for  L i fe ;  and then he co r ra l led  them into making a l itt le

speech to a voting reg is tra t ion  group from  New Y o rk  State  that was in his 

o f f ice .

In preparation  fo r  m y trip to G reece ,  M r. Jernigan of the State Department
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and Angie Duke came over about 6:30 fo r  a drink and a discussion of the 

Cyprus situation, so I will know a b it about what I face when I get to G reece .

It seem s that the genera l idea of the Greeks i s, . . i f  you 're  not fo r  

us, you 're  agains t us. And nothing less  than coming out on their s ide  

w i l l  r e a l ly  satisfy them.

It 's  the age old p rob lem --m inority  groups- - 80% Greeks, 20% Turks, 

trying to l iv e  on the island o f  Cyprus - mutual distrust, fea r ,  hatred, that's 

being whipped into a froth  and assuming the proportions of a powder keg, a ll  

of which makes me wonder, one m ore  time, how the w or ld  can look at the 

United States and belabor us f o r  the way we handle our m inor ity  prob lem s.

It seems that we handle them with m ore  conscience, with m ore  hope, with 

m ore  e ffo r t ,  to do right by m inor ity  groups, than just about anybody in the 

world .


