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T h is morning was one of those antic lim actic  periods of waiting for

the important thing of the day - the departure fo r  G reece  this afternoon.

P icked  my desk rather a im less ly  - and then at 1:00 sim ply  goofed o ff - and

went with Lynda B ird  around the White House lawn^- Spring is com ing, the

weather is soft and m ild , the sky is blue with flu ffy  white clouds. We
blooming

exp lored  the grounds, talked to the gardener, noticed the sfcilla/under the 

magnolia  trees  - went past the tennis courts, and found a trampoline, 

ca re fu lly  hidden in a surrounding hedge of holly, where Lynda B ird  bounced 

up and down as though she was six instead of nineteen. Then w e went over 

into the bowels o f the EOB where there is  a bowling a lley , and Lynda B ird  

shot 134, while I actually, fo r  the f i r s t  time that I can rem em ber , broke 

100, making a score  of 107.

Then I  came back and d ressed  for  the take-o ff. And ;then about 3:45 

went down to the D iplomatic Reception Room ^ t o  g ree t  the G reek  Delegation 

there to say goodby to us.

Ther e too, was m y co -ch ie f  o f this funeral delegation. P res id en t H a rry  

S. Truman, with a cane, a homburg hat, and a b ig sm ile , which accompanied 

him a ll  the way of this four day trip, except fo r  the solemn moments o f the 

funer al.

As  I  r e co rd  this s e ve ra l days la ter , I  must say that being with him those 

days, is one of the big pluse s of this period  in the P res id ency , fo r  m e. I t 's
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an insight for m e  into h istory , a joy  that a man has l ived  through so much

public rancor, and condemnation, and has em erged  philosophic, salty,

com p le te ly  unembittered, a happy man - and I would say, v indicated by 

h is to ry  on and m ost of his m a jo r  decis ions.

On the lawn I  said goodby to Lyndon, we got in the he licop ter , went 

to Andrews, and there on A i r  F o rce  One I  m et the res t  of the delegation.

cL
An in teresting lot they w ere . ,  , y oung C on gressman John Bradem u s, ( his 

father a G reek  im m igrant),handsom e, successful, one o f the brigh test young 

Congressm an; Mike Manatos, of the White House staff; John P lum ides, a lso  

the son of a G reek  im m igran t, with a South Carolina  accent as thick as any 

Southerner's I know, a successfu l law yer , head of Ahepa, hopeful som etim es,

I think, to go into po lit ics ; and there was Judge John Pappas, o f Boston, who 

had h im se lf  come over  as an im m igran t at about eight years  o ld- - the Judge is 

m os t ly  honorary, he does have a court in which he takes occasional cases, but 

m ostly  he 's  in business, and v e r y  successfu l I  gather. He and his brother 

are  putting in a plant in G reece , to make p ressed  boards fo r  construction 

purposes, a sort of a substitute fo r  wood, which is lacking in G reece . He a lso

Q y

spoke of E s so Pappas, which I  guess can mean just one thing, and that is a branch 

o f the o i l  company.
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But beside P res id en t Truman, the m ost in te res t in g  m em ber o f the

%
 delegation was Archbishop Ia k ova s , the head of the G reek  Orthodox Church, a l l
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of North and South A m er ica ,  with about 200, 000 p a r ish ioners, d r e s sed in 

long, b lack c le r ic a l  garb, with a beautiful re lig ious  m edallion  hanging around 

his neck, and the b lack p il l  box hat from  which flowed long black ve i ls .  

Apparently, in the manner o f a l l  their p r ies ts ,  he was heav ily  bearded - and 

it took me a good many m i le s  and hours t o  d isco ve r  that behind that beard, 

there was a v e r y  handsome man, a man with a sense of humor, a v e r y 

in teresting human being.

G enera l H a rry  Vaughn was along too, to keep care of P res iden t Truman, 

and he kept us laughing a l l  the way. And Clifton Daniel o f  the New Y o rk  T im es  , 

sort of second on the desk, I gathered, under Turner Catledge - the son-in -law  

o f the P res iden t, who was a lw ays  g e n t l y  a nd capably, and unobtrusively at 

his elbow to help.

L i z  and Helen w ere  with me, and A n g ie r  and Robin Duke, of whom I 'v e  

becom e m ore  and m ore  fond of a l l  the time.

By the time we had gotten o ff the ground a fte r  a considerable wait i t
J

was 5 o 'c lock , so I suggested having a drink, to which P res id en t Truman quickly 

acquiesced.

Then I began, system atica l ly , having a v is i t  f i r s t  with P lum ides, then 

B ra demus, and then Pappas; and the A rchb ishop  awed me a l itt le  bit, so I 

ins is ted  on giving him sort of a seat of honor across  from  Pres iden t Truman,. ' 

and kept him around m ost of the time.
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P re sen t ly  I  m oved over  by P r e sident Truman, on that l itt le  bench

beside the big chair, and began to ask him some questions about what it was

like back in 1946, when he instituted the Truman plan in G reece  and Turkey.

Here are  some o f the things he said, 
a ll

" I t  was a l l  t he M arsha ll Plan, just an extension of the same plan 

that we had had in a l l  the countries of Europe to try to help them re co v e r .

I t 's  just that the Greeks and Jews and the Ir ish  can ho ller  louder than anybody 

e lse , i f  you heard m ore  about it than you have any others. "

And about his operation of the P res id ency , he said, "G e t  a ll the 

in formation you can, make up your mind, and go ahead and te ll  them to go 

to H e l l . "  By''them  he meant your inevitable c r it ic s  and the newspapers.

He a lso  said, "T h e re  is no gratitude fo r  things past, gratitude is 

a lways fo r  what you 're  go ing to do fo r  them in the future. "

I asked him, "What is the best thing a w ife  can do for  her husband in 

the White H ou se ."

He said, "P r o t e c t  him, don't le t  people use you. I f  people bring you 

some sort of a proposition  t h ey want you to talk to the P res id en t about, it 's  

a lr igh t to te ll  him. but i f  you have doubts about them, be sure and te ll  him 

that . "  He said that "M r s .  Truman always had good judgment and when she had 

doubts about people, i f  he didn't fo l low  her fee lings , he usually turned out to
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Genera l Vaughn was one of the delightful su rp r ises o f the journey.

I think his image as p r in ted  by the newspapers has been unfair and in correc t .

?
True, he was funny, and what’ s the m atter with that. A t one point. P res ident 

Truman looked over  at him and said, "See, he is m y funny man. He kept me 

laughing, he did m ore  for  me than anybody e lse did. "

I asked him what he had been doing since he got out of the P res idency , 

and he sa id , " I  lecture to young people, in high schools and co lleges . I*ve 

got three lectu res, one on the A m er ican  Pres idency , one on the re lation  

between the Executive and L eg is la t iv e ,  and the third on periods of hysteria 

in A m er ican  h istory , "

This last proved  a wonderful mine of conversation, and it ranged 

a ll  the way from  the witch burnings in Sa lem  to the recent M cCarthy days .

He told the story  of a student in C a li fo rn ia^w h o  began h is question

c /
after  h is lecture was o ve r  with the phrase, "W e  have a country boob as

G o ve rn o r . "  Trum an prom ptly  stopped him by saying, "T h e  G overnor, whoever

he is , is  the f i r st c it izen  o f the state. I f  you want to restate your question

in a respectfu l way, do s o . "  He had 3200 students in the audience that day

and he said he be lieved  that taught them a l i t t l e  something of r e spect fo r  e lec ted  o f f ic ia ls .
)

(y-
And he said that the same student came up to him a fterw ards , and told him 

that he was wrong,

And then he told about a g i r l 's  question. She asked, "P re s id en t  Truman, 

what do you think the government is going to do about b irth  contro l. "  And he 

answered, "M a 'a m , that is your departm ent."

THE WHITE HOUSE
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Im m ed ia te ly  a fte rw ards  a  b o y  asked, "What i f  there is another atomic

w a r . "  He answered, " I  don't know, but one thing is  sure. I f  there is we

won't have to w o r ry  about the answer to this young lady 's  question. "
about —

He a lso ta lked  about Pres iden ts  in A m er ican  h is tory  who had not s o l d -for

what they're  worth - so to speak - that is , whose stature in A m erican  h is tory
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was not as great as he thought it ought to be. Among them he mentioned 

Pres iden t T y le r ,  who succeeded a fte r  the death of W il l ia m  Henry H a r r ison, 

The form idab le  W ebster was the S ecretary  of State, and he came in to him 

and said something like this. "N ow  you are  the acting P re s id e n t . "  P res iden t 

T y le r  said, " I  the P res iden t, i f  you do not agree  with me, I w i l l  find 

m yse l f  another S ecre ta ry  of S ta te ."  A ccord ing  to P res iden t Truman, that 

did a lot to establish the va lid ity  of the succession down through the y e a r s .

And T y le r  a lso p e r fo rm ed  the g rea t s e rv ic e  fo r  the Union o f  bringing T e x a s 

into the Union,

I  had a m arve lous time talking to him. We had an ea r ly  dinner and 

then I  went straight to bed, i n  the cabin of A i r  F o rce  One, asking M rs  M atsas, 

the w ife  of the G reek  Am bassador, to come in and shar e the other lounge, 

because with the strange way that time goes   w e actually only had four hours 

to sleep. It was about one o 'c lo ck  stomach time, the m iddle of the night 

when we w ere  awakened to get ready to get o ff the plane, fo r  our 8:30 landing.

B e fo re  we went to sleep, they came in with the news of the New 

H am p sh ire p r im ary ,  in which both R ock e fe l le r  and Go ldw ater 's chances took 

a pretty  bad beating by Cabot Lodge, who was a w rite - in  candidate, and c l ear

TWT
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across  the world , in V ie t-N am . There  was a cred itab le , but not a form idab le 

number of w rite - in  votes f o r   the A ttorney G enera l a n d  a s izeab ly  higher number 

o f write~in votes for  Lyndon.
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