
W A S H I N O T O N

Thursday, Ivtarch 12, 1964

This morning I d ressed  ea r ly ,  in solid black, with m y mantilla  draped 

0^
over m y m01ine hat, and set out with Pres iden t Trum an and M r. Labouisse 

for the Cathedral for the requiem m a s s  for King Paul.

The entrance to the Cathedral was flanked by solid flanks of photographers 

with flashing bulbs and a uniformed palace aide here and there, heav ily  laden 

with m eda ls and ribbons. The dim in te r io r  of the Cathedral,/was rea l ly  

rather sm all, but into it crowded the m ost b r il l ian t pageantry I had ever  

w itnessed. In the center of the Cathedral, on a ra ised  dais, was the co ffin  

of King Paul, draped with the roya l standard and with the crown on top of 

it. On the f lo o r ,  a ll around the caske'^ was a ra ised , v e lv e t  covered  p latform , 

on which reposed  many, many, lovely.,'?l^borate p illows, each bearing the 

coat o f a rm s o f a country, and on the p i l lo w s/ m ed a ls ,  ribbons, decorations 

representing O rders  or Honors that had been given to King Paul in his 

l i fe t im e .

In the front of the church/w as Archbishop Christostom as o f Athens, 84, 

the head of the G reek  Orthodox Church, and the m ost am azing assem blage

-—
of high appellates of the church I have eve r  seen/yabout 50 in number, I 

think, m ost of them in long, brocaded robes, a d ifferen t design in each, 

vying with each other for  m agn ificence j be jeweled , with m edallions and 

topped with a gold dome of a hat, that I understand weighs about seven lbs.
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flow ing v e i ls/an d  e v e ry  last one of them had a beard of great proportions.

On the right of the coffin,w a s  seated the roya l fam ily . Queen F r e d e r ik a ,

truly rega l and beautiful, in a long black v e lv e t  flowing coat-dress, topped

by a heavy v e i l ,  on the arm  of the youthful new King Constantine. Beside

h er  P r in cess  Sophie, a nd Juan Carlos , on the other side P r in cess  Irene and

behind a l l  the assem bled  kin, including the lo v e ly  y o ung Ann M arie  of

Denmark, who was engaged to m a rry  King Constantine.

On the le ft  side of the church,^were lined up v i siting chiefs of State.

The two gentlemen on m y r igh t,^ ! n ever  knew fo r  sure, but I think one was 

.
the P r in ce  of L ichtenstein , and then I  and P res iden t T rum an ; Queen J u l ia n a  

o f the Nether lands ; 'King Baudouin of Belgium,-a n d  F re d e r ick  the 9th of Denmark^'"

King Gustav the V I  of Sweden  King O laf of Norway; and P r ince  Ph ilip  of 

B ritain,

Standing in the rea r  of the church w e r e  a l l  of the other delegates from

many countries - and how I  w o ld have hated to be a Ch ief o f P ro to co l that 

I
dayi Not a w ord  of the s e rv ic e  did I understand, or of the six hymns that

w ere  w ritten  I  know b y  John of Damascus Twelve centuries ago, but the re

is one line, I  think, that reads, "T h e r e  is no d ifference  between King and 

so ld ier , r ich and poor, just and sinner. "

A t the end o f the s e rv ic e .  Queen F r e d e r i k a  went to the coffin , knelt, 

and k issed the c ross  on top of it, and then she was fo llow ed  by King Constantine 

who did the same. There  was also a sword on top of the coffin . And then 

came the two princesses . Then the white-skirted, b lue-jacketed R o y a l  Evzones
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guards/̂  each of w h o m / I  th ink^^iust have been chosen fo r  his handsomeness/\

m arched in, picked up the pillows bearing the medals, and walked out with 

them. Eight Evzones appeared, and how fascinated I  am by their c o stumes;

their l e g s covered  with what you might ca ll  e ither leotards or white union

suits, the starched, s t if f  white skirts with the long flow ing s leeves , and the

e labora te ly  em bro idered  blue jackets; the l itt le  black caps with the great

disp lay o f tassel, and the heavy shoes with the huge pom-pom on the front.

They l i f ted the casket and m arched out, and m y ch ie f fee ling  was that

o/
I w ish somewhe re in the c e rem on y^ th ey  had said, "H e re  we a re , saying

goodby to a human being, a man. King Paul. "

The casket was loaded onto a gun ca r r ia g e^ a n d  pulled through the

streets  of Athens,^by 100 b lue-un iform ed Navy men. The King was a
—.

great Navy man h im se lf .  There  was a long, long rope, and a double f i l e

of the sa ilo rs  pulling. There  w as a r id e r le s s  horse, a dappled g rey , one

of the K ing 's  fa vo r ites ,  I was told. Then Queen F r e d e r ik a ,  rega l l

throughout, v e i led  down to the waist, and young  dignified, so lem n K i n g

Constantine, with sword and baton, and behind him P r in cess  Sophie; a man 

/whom I think w a s  the Queen's brother, and P r in cess  M ar ie ,  wearing no 

v e i l .

Then there was a ,line o f roya lty , including the King of Sweden; the

King o f Denmark, Queen Julianna. And in the next row, I found m y s e l f ----

pleasantly enough/\ with P r in ce  Ran ie r  o f Monaco, and P r in ce  Ph ilip  of 

England. R ight behind me Archbishop M akarias.
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As we walked the m ile  and a half from  the cathedral to where the

. 9^process ion  ended,^at the Hotel Hilton, with a m il l ion  estim ated Athenians

c y
lining the road, I saw a few  women,^with candles, a few  women weeping, 

but not much evidence of g r ie f .  It w o r r ied  me rather.

P res id en t Trum an rode in a car. I ’ m glad to say, fo r  it was a long

\V
walk, about an hour and a half. P r in ce  Ph ilip  said, we m easure our pace

to the oldest P r ie s t ,  and he is 92,^

He proved  to be a delightful companion, i f  one can even say that word,.-^^-

in speaking of a funeral process ion . I asked him i f  there was any tradition

about why the co ffin  was pulled by men, instead of horses , and he said

yes. when Queen V ic to r ia  died, and the body a r r iv ed  at the ra i lroad  station,

they loaded it on to a ca rr ia g e ,  and hitched the horses to it, it was necesaary

to pull it up a long h ill. The horses began to shy and rea r- and prance, and 

be u tter ly  uncontrollable, so they unhitched the horses , ca lled  in the Navy, 

applied a long rope, everybody  took hold, and o ff they pulled. And since, 

roya lty  has been ca r r ied  to its g rave  by humans.

Once, along the way, he asked me i f  I had eve r  been to G reece  be fore

c
and I said, "Y e s ,  I had a delightful time on the Island o f Corfu  with the King 

and Queen in August or September o f 1962." And he sa id , "Oh, yes ! I was 

born in that house. " How m ixed  up those roya l fam il ie s  get and how

C

diff icu lt i t would be to unwind a ll the s tr in gs of r e la t i onship  to an outs ider, 

that is.
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He went on to say that he was ex iled  when he was only one year old . 

As we walked along between the crowd, which w a s r e a l ly  quite a sea 

of faces, whenever there was a c ro s s - s t r e e t r '^ w a s  conscious o f a strange

no ise- - to m e, the best way I  can describe  it* is a h iss . L a te r  I heard 

that it was an e f fo r t  to hush (sh-sh-sh ) to make people re fra in  from  

chatter but I rather doubt it. I s im ply do not know at whom the hissing 

could have been d irected; (that the roya l fam ily  and a ll  the princ ip les  of 

state w ere  in a group so v e ry  c lose together.

Just as we a r r iv e d  in front of the Hotel Hilton,-'an unpleasant l itt le  

incident occurred . The cortege  began to break, each to get into his 

Own car . Archbishop M akarias turned o ff to the le ft , to get into his 

limousine. The crowd gathered around him and in a grea t c luster, and 

began to cheer and clapp and shout. M r, Labouisse told me that he 

ra ised  his hands in salute and did nothing whatever to d iscourage them.

M r. Labouisse rode with P res iden t Trum an and me to Taktoy Pa lace  

a beautiful country p lace, 16 m iles  from  Athens, the summer h o m e^ in  

the h il ls , with a beautiful wooded area/| a sort of park --in which is the 

fam ily  cem etery , not unlike many of the old homes in the south.

The funeral process ion  i t s e l f  w a s wending its s low er w ay  through 

the l itt le  v i l la g es ,  with a ll  the fam ily  behind, but the res t  o f the Chiefs 

o f State a r r iv ed  there, walked down the paths to the grove , where there 's

9^ . ^
a sm all chapel and f ive  tombs, and there  we a ll  stood around, on one
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foot and then another, not knowing exactly  what to do.

. ^
Queen Julianna, who had a v e ry  laudable way of helping out and taking

charge, I  think, came walking up to us, to P res iden t Trum an and M r.

Labouisse a n d  m e  said, "Som ebody ought to be making introductions,

somebody ought to b e going around s e e ing that we are presented to each

other. We don't know a l l  the people here and looked rather nervously

around. And she said, "M r .  Labouisse, why don't you go out and introduce

you rse lf  to them and then bring them up and present them to us. " I  thought,

"What an exce llen t idea. "

So M r. Labouisse, ob lig ingly , turned around and approached the f i r s t

couple that he saw a nd brought them up to introduce them. Iron ica lly

enough, it turned out to be P r i'nce Lora ton  of Cambodia, whose cou n trym en ,-^

just ye sterday h a d  been throwing stones at our Em bassy. But not to be

stopped by a bad beginning, M r . Labouisse looked around and brought up 
' whom

the Crown P r in ce  of Ethiopia whom We had m et when-Haile Selassie was in

Washington. The C o u v e  d e  M u r i l l e  of France, the F o re ign  M in is te r  and

the Chief of P ro to co l  of Jordan, whose King w i l l  be coming to Washington

soon to v is i t  us.

Que en Julianna’ s tendency to help ou t^ rem inded  me of how in the

C athedra l^ tw o  or three hours ea r l ie r ,/ she  had looked around at m e ,^ n d

gestured rather fran t ica lly  at me to take o ff my right g love, pulling the

f ingers  on her own right hand. I  did so, and looked around, and observed

that e v e ry  woman in the Cathedral within eyesight,/had a bare right hand 

but a g lo ve on her le f t  hand. Queen Julianna leaned over  and said something
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like this, " I t 's  just like the man w ea r ing his hat in chu rch ."  I was

■?
gratefu l because how would I e v e r  have known.

F ina lly , someone began to lead the way down onto the s-^van path, 

because evidently we w ere  not yet at the re a l  buria l p lace. O ff to the 

right you could see a c ross  and a tomb. Another block or two along you

*A-i
could see through the trees  to the le f t^an o th er  tomb. We passed severa l,  apparently

choose
each monarch would choose his own site during^lifetime. And this line has 

been going on a hundred years  because, the night be fore  at the palace, I 

had seen a grea t many women w earing  identical gold pins, ^ ^ h e n  I  asked 

what they w ere  they said they w ere  given for the centennial ce lebration  of 

this ruling house o f G reece , when they had met the year b e fo re , fo r  a v e r y  

happy gathering.

A fte r  a walk of a quarter m ile  or so, d ow n  a g ra ve l  path, we a r r iv ed

at the c lea r i ng where there was a newly dug grave , and there we a ll  began

a v e r y  long wait,^which lasted an hour. Fortunately, someone presently

a r r iv e d  with two cha irs , one for the P r in cess  A l ic e ,  who^wraith-like in her

g re y  re lig ious  habit was leaning on the arm  of P r in ce  Ph ilip . A l l  the

kinfolks w ere  gathered on one side of the path, and a ll  the other Chiefs o f

State on the other. And the second chair was given to P re s id en t Truman,

bringing about the m ost amusing litt le  bit o f double talk.  To the nice young

c/
man who o ffe red  him the c h a ir/ P re s id en t  Truman said, "You  are going to 

make an old man out of me y e t . "  And the young man answered, thinking
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of the fact that it was going to be quite a while be fore  the coffin  and Queen 

F r e d e r i k a  would a r r iv e ,  said " I 'm  a fra id  i t 's  going to be quite a long 

while. " )

^  I ,M r. Trum an answ ered  " I  hope s o . " ,  r e fe r r in g ,  of course, to his 

approaching old age.

We waited on that pine fo res ted  hilltop fo r  a ful^hour. Then down the 

path*,^ame the p rocess ion , headed by a court chaplain,^'^arrying the holy 

Icon of Pinus, then King Constantine and Queen F r e d e r ik a ,  who had in her 

hand»-^one sm all w ild  f low er ,  a lavendar,/cup-like f low er .  L a te r  on, som e-

one said, "Oh, y e s !  Now it 's  the time fo r  the anemones.

The eight Evzones o f the roya l guard ca r r ied  the coffin  such a long way 

through the woods, low ered  it into the g rave , rem oved  the roya l standard, 

fo lded it carefully/^and gave it to King Constantine, who k issed it and then 

handed it to his m other, who a lso  k issed  it and kept it in her  hands. Then 

the national anthem was being played^?in mourning time^and a chorus of 

young b o y s^ in  long,^'^^d r o b e s » / ^  the other side of the buria l p lace^^^ng 

the anthem. A t the end t h ree shots w ere  f ired , and then Queen F r e d e r i k a  

approached the grave , threw in her w ild  f low er ,  knelt, c rossed  h erse l f ,  and 

walked out.

/The King approached,/and saluted v e r y  g rave ly , and then other m em bers  

of the fam ily  did the same as he in their turn, and then the Chiefs of State, 

when it  came our time, we approached the grave . P res iden t Trum an and I, 

and bowed respectfu lly , and turned and walked back up the path. I thought
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ty/that the King h im se lf/ ^ athat this spot,/that the King h im se lf/ h ad  selected, and on which he had 

p iled 62 stones in the course of the yea rs ,  one for  each year  of his l i fe .

was as beautiful a place as one could find fo r  the last res t in g^u n less  i t ’ s

a certa in  spot on the . P e d ernales R iv e r .

Then we a ll  turned around and went back to Taktoy Pa lace ; the seven

kings, the fo rm e r  kings, three or so queens, some two dozen princes and

princesses , and a ll  the notables from  around the world .

Inside Taktoy it looked v e r y  much like a com fortab le  country home of

r "
a w e l l- to -d o  fam ily ; bright, cheerfu l,/chintz, b ig chairs and sofas, and

once m ore  in the long dining room , the sort o f lunch,/^and by now it w a s 

near ly  four o*clock/>^spread out on the buffet table,,''%iat was not unlike what 

might have happened at home,^^^ such an occasion, when neighbors would 

come in with ham and potato salad^^ and f r ie d  chicken, so that a l l  the 

v is it ing  re la t iv es  would have something to eat. But by this t im e ,^ h e re  had 

been a long day and P res id en t Truman was w e l l  ready to depart fo r  some 

rest, so I  hard ly  had a sm all plate of food and a few  words with some o f the 

passing nobility,^ before A m bas sador Labouisse and P res iden t Truman 

swooped me up and out we went, making our last goodbys, our last w ord  of 

^  sympathy to the young, solemn,i'^soft-faced^''^very nice looking young man 

that now has to assume the burden o f being a King, and Queen F r e d e r ik a ,  

rega l to the last moment.
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On the way back. P res id en t Truman had some v e r y  in teresting 

r em in iscences, one of which went something like this. He said,

"P re s id en t  R ooseve lt  was a great P res iden t, fine P res ident, but the 

reason he se lected  me fo r  his running mate, the reason he just picked 

me up out o f the Senate and made me run, was because he just couldn't 

stand to see anybody succeed h im  t hat he thought could do as w e l l  a s 

he had. And he just fe lt  sure I  wouldn’ t. "

Throughout a l l  o f his talk was the repeated phrase, " I  want Lyndon Johnson 

to do w e ll .  I know he 's  going to be a g rea t P res iden t. You know I 'v e  been 

for  him a l l  these years . " Naturally , I loved  hearing him say that but I 

think what p leased me the m ost o f a l l  about him«/'was his unfailing good 

humor^/with everybody from  Kings to e leva tor  boys, and the fact that he 

has l iv ed  through the f i r e  of public disdain,^to enjoy l i fe  with such complete 

lack o f b itterness, and such delight in his fam ily  and fr iends.

a— ■
He told me that be fore  he was 14 y e a r s o ld he had read e v e ry  book in 

the l ib ra ry  in Independence, and he r ead the B ib le through three tim es.

Back in the hotel suite,^ !  had time for  a bit of r e s t  and then a change 

of clothes, and then out to what was rea l ly  an u tter ly  r elaxed evening where 

we could talk it a ll over .

THE W H IT E  HOUSE

'SL

. ^ Am bassador and M rs . Labou isse had the delegation, the presen t A r chbishop ' ^
"i- V   ̂ l - . f ' J s . tC'-
/>^ I a k o v o s , Congressm an B ra dem us, Mike Manatos, Judge John Pappas, M r.

P lum ides, the A n g ie r  Biddle Dukes , H a rry  Vaughn, C l i f f  Daniels, L iz ,  and 

also Robert Dowling, he was there representing the M ayor of New York , and
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General James VanFleet, who had played such a grea t part fo r  P res iden t

Truman in Korea , r e t ired  Am bassador C ar l Rankin, and a ll  the Em bassy

staff, some of whom I had come to know when I was here a year and a half

or so ago; and too espec ia l ly , M rs . B rew s te r  and M rs. Maury, whom I had

com e to fe e l  quite fond o f on this trip; and M iss M arion  M itchell,  who used 
when I  and is now

to be here/ was here b e fo re  and  is  now  gone to Karach i, but was back

MEMORANDUM ]

fo r  a b r ie f  stay.

We loaded our plates abundantly, because re a l ly  there it had been a lot o f 

food o f fe red  and litt le  eaten up until now, fo r  me at l e a st. , . Enjoyed seve ra l

drinks and then a good dinner, and then P res id en t Trum an played the piano 

a l it t le  bit, there w ere  delightful toasts, and at an e a r ly  hour^W e a ll  

d isp e rs ed ^ h om ew a rd and to bed.


