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I
And what a long day this w a s .  It began  r a th e r  e a r l y ,  about 9 o ' c l o c k  

with a tour of the A g o r a  with young M r s .  P a p a n d r e a u ,  M r s .  K o s t a p o l i s ,

M r s .  L a b o u i s s e ,  and a  m o s t  knowledgable  and a t t r a c t iv e  young a r c h a e o l o g i s t .

The A g o r a  which s e e m s  to have been  a  s o r t  of combination  m a r k e t p l a c e  or

'
c o m m e r c i a l  c e n te r , - a n d  c iv ic  cen ter  of the old G r e e k  ci ty ,  i s  a  n um ber  two 

to u r i s t a t t r ac t io n  in Athens .  T h e r e  i s  a  tem ple ,  I believe^ i ts  the T e m p le  

of E p h e s tu s ,  a c tu a l ly  in b e t t e r  condit ion than the Parthenon .  And then the 

c a r e f u l ly  u n ear thed  s t r u c t u r al butl ines  of a  dozen or so bu i ld ings ;  and then

one long building,  c o m p le te ly  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  by the R o c k e f e l l e r  Foundation,  

on the e x a c t  l in e s  of the old ago ra ., or m a r k e t  p l a c e .  It i s a  m u s e u m ,  f i l led  

with a m p h o r a ,  j e w e l s ,  re p ro d u c t io n s  of b u r i a l  s i t e s ,  a l l  brought  v e r y  much  

a l ive  by the a t t r a c t iv e  young guide,  i f  only the edge  of m y  i n t e r e s t  hadn't  

been  so  blunted by w e a r i n e s s  and the 48 h o u r s  of p ag e a n t r y  I had ju s t  l ived  

through.

A fter  that we went to the A m e r i c a n  E m b a s s y  with M r s .  L a b o u i s s e  and 

M r s .  B r e w s t e r , ^ a n d  M r s ,  M aury ,  m e t  the A m b a s s a d o r ,  and jo ined  P r e s i d e n t  

T r u m a n ,  to go out in front  of the E m b a s s y  g ro u n d s ,  w here  a l l  of the s t a f f  

w e r e  g a th e r e d  together ,  r e m e m b e r i n g  that about three fourths  of them a r e  

G r e e k s  and the r e s t  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s ,  and spoke to them v e r y  b r ie f ly .

All  the while ,  much a w a r e  of the s t r a i n  that w as  being p la c e d  on a l l  of those 

who w e re  G r e e k s ,^ b y  the c u r r e n t  C y p r u s  s i tuat ion,  and a w a r e  too, o f a n
t

infinite amount  of pat ience  it t ak e s  to be a  Dip lomat.
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The a t m o s p h e r e  had not been  heightened that m orn ing  by h e a r in g  Mr s ,  

P a p a n d r e a u  s a y  v e r y  so ft ly ,  " T h e  news f ro m  C y p r u s  i s  not good, not good. " 

F r o m  the E m b a s s y  we drove  to the a i r p o r t  - and there  w as  a  happy, ^ 

gay  s ight  - a  whole group  of A m e r i c a n  schoo l  ch i ldren ,  l iving in Athens ,  

who had turned out to g r e e t  us  - the c u te s t ,  b r ig h te s t  l i ttle f a c e s ,  a l l  

s ay ing ,  "G iv e  our love to the P r e s i d e n t . "  Or m ay b e  even,  " Y ou’ re  

p r e t t i e r  than your p i c t u r e s .  "

I hope that the A m b a s s a d o r  and M r s .  L a b o u i s s e  went hom e to a  hot 

tub and a  s leep in g  p i l l ,  and a  good s t i f f  drink,  b e c a u s e  they had r e a l l y  been  

put through a  h a r d  t im e j

We s a i d  our g r a te fu l  goodbys  to everybody ,  b o a r d e d  the p lane ,  for  

what turned out to be a  th ir teen  and a  h a l f  hour r ide  h om e,  in s t e a d  of a nine 

hour r id e .

I co m p le te ly  lo s t  t r a c k  of t im e,  e v e r y b o d y ' s  watch  s a i d  s omething 

d i f ferent ,  we a r r i v e d  at the Shannon A ir p o r t ,  in s t e a d  of going b a c k  by the 

A z o r e s .  I m e t  the m a y o r  of L i m e r i c k , a  lady,  the f i r s t  w om an  m a y o r  

they had  had  in 750 y e a r s .  I can ' t  im a g in e  how - m aybe  it ju s t  m e a n s  the 

c i ty  had  ju s t  been  in e x i s t e n c e  that long - b e c a u s e  I can  h ard ly  im a g in e  that 

750 y e a r s  ago  they had one.

I had  a taped in terv iew ,  everybody  went around  shopping m ad ly ,  I did 

buy a  bottle of p e r fu m e  for  M r s .  T r u m a n ,  walked  b r i s kly up and down the 

a i r p o r t  g r o u n d s  to get  a  l i tt le  f r e s h  a i r  a f t e r  be ing  in the plane s o  long.
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then b o a rd in g  it a g a i n  for  an in te rm in ab le  r ide  to Washington. I m ad e  

so m e  good u s e  of the t im e  by talking to each  m e m b e r  of the d e lega t ion  

at  length, try ing  to get  their i m p r e s s i o n s .  A ctu a l ly  the de lega t ion  i t se l f ,_  

w as  one of the m o s t  in te r e s t in g  p a r t s  of the whole t r ip  to m e .

T r i e d  to s l e e p  and found it i m p o s s i b l e ,  and f ina l ly  at  6:45 United S ta te s  

t im e ,  a r r i v e d  at  A n d rew s ,  to be g r e e t e d  by Lyndon, who had gotten there  

f ive m in utes  e a r l i e r ,  a f t e r  having had  a low flying plane tr ip  over  five 

s t a t e s  w e r e  flooded by the Ohio R iv e r  -- one of the w o r s t  f loods  in

h i s to r y .  He had  m e t  the G o v e r n o r s  of the s t a t e s ,  had s u r v e y e d  the d a m a g e  

and d i s c u s s e d  h is  p lans  to b r in g  so m e  kind of F e d e r a l  a id ,  and a l l  the t ime

he h a d  had along with him , shanghaied ,  two luncheon g u e s t s - - E d  W eis l  of

New Y o r k  and M r .  Newhouse ,  of the n e w s p a p e r  chain.

We told P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  goodby and I m u s t  s a y ,  I have n e v e r  had a

\
b e t te r  t rav e l ing  companion .

And then we got in the h e l ic o p te r  and head ed  for  the Wh ite H ou se ,  where

we found two m o r e  h o u s e g u e s t s ,  J im  Ca in ,  b l e s s  h i s  h e a r t ,  down to attend
j i-• /-r

a  h e a r t  s p e c i a l i s t  ga ther in g ;  and J e s s e  K e l lu m ,  p a l e r ,  q u ie t e r  t han the 

J e s s e  of a  few months  ago .

I jo ined the g en t lem en  for  dinner,  but s i n c e this w as  about  m y  fourth
- ,

m e a l  in a  day of s o m e  21 h o u r s ,  c a n ’ t ex ac t ly  s a y  I w as  hungry, so  v e r y  

soon  a f t e r  d i n n e r , s a i d  goodnight  and went to bed ,  g l ad  to be b a c k  in the 

land of the f r e e ,  with F r i d a y  the thirteenth o v e r  s a f e ly .


