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T h is  m orn in g  I had  an appointm ent that I have been  looking fo rw a rd  to 

v e r y  m uch . M r s .  P a u l  Mellon  ca m e  at  10:30 to w alk  aroun d  the g a rd e n s  

with m e .  . Wife of one of the r ic h e s t  m en  in the United S ta te s ,  daughter-in- 

law  of the S e c r e t a r y  of the T r e a s u r y ,  M r .  A ndrew  M ellon , who gave the 

N ational A rt  G a l le r y  and the g r e a t  bulk of i t s  t r e a s u r e s » / t o  the govern m en t. 

Owner of a  hom e in V ir g in ia ,  another in G eorgetow n , one so m ew h ere  in 

the B r i t i s h  W est In d ie s ,  and w h e re v e r  e l s e  I don’ t know. She i s  h e r s e l f ,  

one of the r e a l ly  g r e a t  a u th o r it ie s  on g a r d e n s ,  on planting in g e n e r a l ,  and 

a  w ork i n g - a t - i t  au th ority , a  p lanning, c r e a t iv e  au th ority . She, it  w a s ,  

who im p le m e n te d  the things M r s .  Kennedy wanted to get  done in the White 

H ouse grounds^ t r a n s fo r m in g  the r o s e  g a rd e n  into a  thing of e x q u is i te  

beauty , ch anging the f low er d e c o ra t io n s  in the White H ouse^-lnto  w o rk s  of 

a r t ,  so  d e l ic a te  and d is t in g u ish e d  a nd im a g in a t iv e ,  and so  c h arm in g ,
\

I love to w alk f ro m  room  to room  and se e  what th e y 're  going to be , p a r t i c u l a iy
\

in the Qu e e n 's  Room .

I w as  v e r y  an x io u s  to m e e t  h e r  b e c a u s e I want e x c e l le n c e  to be app lau ded  

and if p o s s ib l e ,  to be p r e s e r v e d .  We went lo v in g ly  into e v e ry  d e ta i l  of 

the s to r y  of the R o se  G a rd e n ,  we w alked  aroun d  m uch of the g ro u n d s*  and 

then we went into the c o m p a ra b le  g a rd e n  on the E a s t  s id e  and it  i s  the r e   

that M r s .  M ellon  h as  a  p lan  to t r a n s fo r m  that g a rd e n  into a  v e r y  dainty, 

fem in ine g a rd e n  and put up a  l it t le  p laq u e , a s  a  tribute  to Ja c q u e l in e  Kennedy 

fo r  a l l  that she did fo r  the White H ou se . I think that no a c c o la d e  could  be 

enough and am  a l l  fo r  getting  it  done, and I w ill  go ah ead  with that i d e a , ^  ^
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and se e  what we can  b r in g  into be in g .

S h e 's  a  v e r y  e a s y ,  u n a ssu m in g  p e r so n ,  I l iked  h er  v e r y  m uch although 

I could  by no m e a n s  m atch  knowledge with know ledge, but I can  a t  l e a s t  

m atch  it  with u n d erstan d in g  and a p p re c ia t io n ,  and le t  h e r  know how m uch  

it  m e a n s  to th o u san d s ,  even  m il l io n s  of peop le .

Next in the day w as  d e s k w ork. And then this a fte rn oo n , I had  a  v e r y  

p le a sa n t  in te r lu d e . M r s .  C la ib o r n e  P e l l ,  L indy B o g g s ,  and S c o o te r  c a m e 

o v er  and we went sw im m in g  in  the White H ouse pool. Lyndon h a s  a  co ld , 

which he h a s  had  s in ce  about M onday, I think, p ro b ab ly  the r e s u l t  of a l l  

those hot l igh ts  on the TV p r o g r a m ,  so  I fe lt  p re t ty  su r e  we could  have the 

pool to o u r s e lv e s .

And we ju s t  had  o u r s e lv e s  so m e  d r in k s  down th ere , and ju s t  sw am  aroun d  

la z i ly ,  and ta lked  and ta lked , and ta lked . I w anted a  chance  to thank them 

fo r  a l l  the h a rd  w ork  they did in putting on the d in n er . They  w ere  the three  

c o - c h a i r m e n .  And a l s o  it w as  fun ju s t  to get to be with them .

T h e re  a r e  so  m any  people that do so  m uch  fo r  u s  and  I cou ld  sp en d  four

h o u rs  a  day s a y in g  thank you without ca tch in g  up, quite . T h is  w as  one of

1/ f f
those t im e s  when I w as  d e te rm in e d  to en joy  the h ere  and now, th is hour, 

the s p e c ia l  p e r o g a t iv e s  of the White H ou se , am ong the n ic e s t  of which i s  the 

pool. Not only to en joy , but to s h a r e .

A fte r  they le ft ,  I went up to the s o la r iu m ,  had  a  bite of su p p e r  on a  t r a y  

with M a r i e l l e n ,  Lynda and W arr ie  Lynn. The fo u r  of u s  p lay e d b r id g e  an d 

looked out a t  the W ashington M onument, and I thought how c h arm in g  this 

room  r e a l ly  could be with a touch of the hand.

MEMORANDUM



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

F r id a y ,  M a r c h  20, 1964 P a g e  3

I had  a s k e d  Lyndon what he thought about the p r o je c t  of nam ing the 

E a s t  G ard en  Ja c q u e l in e  Kennedy G arden .  He thought it w as  f ine . I

then ra n  it by C la r k  C l i f fo rd ,  the le g a l  a d v i s o r  to the White House,. "since 

T ru m a n  d a y s  a n d  continued by u s  without p o rtfo lio .  He thought it  w as 

an  e x ce l le n t  i d e a ,  but s u g g e s t e d  that it  m ight be w ell  to m ention  it  to two 

p eo p le ,  which I could  r e a d i ly  se e  why. F i r s t ,  M r .  H e rtz o g ,  the h ead  of 

the N ational P a r k  S e r v ic e s ,  w hose job it i s  to o v e r s e a  the White H ouse  

g ro u n d s .  I t r a c k e d  him down and he w as  v e r y  m uch in a g r e e m e n t ,  although 

I a s k e d  him to m ak e  su re  there  w a sn 't  any fine prin t  lu rk in g  in the l e g i s la t ion  

an yw here , that m ight m ak e  it d if f icu lt .  He c a l le d  me b a ck  and s a id  that 

there  w a sn ’ t indeed , it  would be f ine . And then I c a l le d  B i l l  Walton of the 

F in e  A r t s  C o m m is s ion.   E x cep t fo r  h is  f a i lu r e  to c a l l  on the F in e  A r t s  

C o m m is s io n  M r  T ru m a n  wouldn’ t have had any trouble  with h is  fa m o u s

B a lco n y , so  I did want to touch that b a s e .  He too, w as  v e r y  m uch  in 

fa v o r  of the id e a ,  ^  only re m a in e d  to c a l l  M r s ,  Kennedy h e r s e l f ,  I did, 

she sa id ,  " N o . "  She didn 't  think f i r s t  l a d ie s  de s e r v e d  any re co gn it io n , it 

w as  r e a l ly  ju s t  h er  husband-'his jo b ^  that had a c c o m p l ish e d  anything. ,

And then she went on to sa y ,  but the im p o rtan t  thing w as  to have the 

w ork  continue, to have the g a rd e n  f in ish e d , to have M r s .  M ellon  go on and 

f in a lly ,  laugh in g ly , she sa id ,  "W ell ,  i f  she w ants to s c r a t c h  m y  in i t ia l s  on 

a  t r e e ,  o r  put a  p laque e v e r  so  litt le  u n derneath  so m e  b e n c h ."

So now I m u s t  get b a c k  tc M r s .  M ellon  with that, and I think it w ill

happe n. My m ain  hope i s  to have the gro u n d s  and the f lo w e rs  in the h o u se  

continue to f e e l  the a r t i s t r y  of M r s ,  M ellon ' s hand, and I b e liev e  i s  the
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only w ay she a p p r o a c h e s  the job., w ill  be i f  s he can  n am e it the Ja cq u e lin e  

Kennedy g ard en .
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