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This m a rk s  a f i r s t  in m y life. The f i rs t  h o n o rary  degree I e v e r  

r e c e iv e d !

We flew to Austin and then got on a P r e s s  plane, a r a th e r  r ick e ty  old 

plane, with som e 15 o r  so m e m b e rs  of the P r e s s ,  B e s s  and I, and a r r iv e d  

at  Denton at 10 o 'c lo c k  where we w ere m et by Dr. Gwynn, P re s id e n t  of 

TW U , and W inifred Jo n e s  M r s . John T . Jones who is ch a irm a n  of the 

B o ard  of R egen ts . It was a bright, w a rm , sunny T e x a s  day, the s o r t  that 

made me wiSh that we w ere  going to stay  a t  home lon ger.

We drove to the A d m in istration  building, a c r o s s  a cam pus dotted with

redbud
 t r e e s ,  went in and donned the black  robe and the m o r t a r  board  hat, 

- and then lined up for the convocation.

John and Nellie had com e up for the a ffa ir ,  and I walked down Redbud 

Lane between Dr. Gwynn and John, to the m ain  auditorium  where the 

h o n o rary  d egree  was to be co n fe rre d .

The, road  was lined with students w i t h c a m e r a s ,  m any of them waved  

and sm iled, and for once.I  f e l t  a little  u n certa in  of how to respond. The 

black robe r a th e r  inhibited m e .

T h ere  a r e  32 00  students on the cam pus from  25 different nations and 

there  was a goodly sprinkling of the b rillian t co stu m e s  of K o re a , P ak istan ,  

Japan.Inside the auditorium, on the stage, I found myself seated beside

MEMORANDUM



TH E WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T uesday , Ma r c h  31 , 1964 Page 2
^  M r s .  .

Dr. Gwenn, John, regen ts  of the U n iversity , Reagen Houston, Mrs.John Hazelwood,

Randall Ja ck so n , and M rs . H. J . L utch e r  Starke, a lso  a m e m b e r  of the

board  of R egents and the f i r s t p erso n  to re ce iv e  an h o n o rary  degree from

the institution.

Nellie was on the s tag e , and M rs .  John Jones was by m y side all the 

tim e. Happily enough, m y p art  of the p ro g ram  cam e v e ry  e a r ly ,  M rs .

Jon es introduced m e , with v e ry  con sid erab le  poise and authority . I envied  

h e r .  She placed  the purple hood of the H on orary  D octor of Law s degree  

around m y neck , I re c e iv e d  a handsom ely illuminted diplom a, which was  

read  by the P re s id e n t ,  Dr. John Gwenn, and a f ram ed , h a n d -le tte re d  s c r o l l  

which endowed me with in finitely  m o re  g r a c e s  and contributions to mankind  

than I have any right to.

And then I made m y 13 or  14 minute re sp o n se . The m ain theme of it 

was "Y ou  w ere born at the right tim e. This is  a good time to be alive .

This is a good time to be a woman, b ecau se  this is  the period  in h is to ry  of 

mankind- - exceed ed  not even by the R e n n a iss a n ce -- when there is much  

happening and m o re  potential good can happen. And it is  a good time b ecau se  

n ev er  before  have there  been such opportunities unlim ited f o r you to h e l p  i t  

happen.V

And then I m ade a r e fe r e n c e  to the 93 women whom Lyndon has appointed  

since Jan u ary  1st to jobs, including two A m b assad o rsh ip s ,  and the f i r s t  woman
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m e m b e r  of the A tom ic E n e rg y  C om m issio n .—  Dr. M ary  B unting of R a dcliffe

from  their own so cie ty  of the learn ed .

Out front, I faced  the faculty  that had m a rc h e d  in the p ro c e s s io n a l  with 

u s . .  , On the left a goodly portion of the T e x a s  House of R e p re s e n ta tiv e s and 

Senate, who had com e up fo r  the o cca sio n  and v e r y  fla tterin g  it w as, indeed^ 

to m e^^

And right behind the faculty , the graduating c la s s  of this y e a r .  T h ere  

w ere  quite a few m e m b e rs  of the state D e m o cra tic  E xecu tive  C o m m ittee ,  

including Nancy Negley, the Gene Lockes the F r a n k  Erwins, and lots of friends

who had just com e up for the o c c a s io n - -  Ann C lark , Dolly Bolton, Kathleen  

Fisher^ I would be cold and unfeeling indeed i f  I   w e re n 't  re a l ly  th r il le d 

that such an o cca s io n  was all p rep ared  for m e,^and if I failed to say  so.

The f i r s t  h o n o rary  d egree  I 've e v er  re ce iv e d ,  and one of the n ic e s t  

l ittle  p a r ts  about it  was that m y p a rt  of the p ro g ram  was o v e r  soon/ I 

could sit down and r e la x  and lis ten  and John, and thank h eaven s I had at  

the la s t  m inute  r e m em b ered  to in s e r t  in m y  sm all  w ords of g ree tin g  m y

v e ry  e a r n e s t  a c c la im  for John - - t h a t  h e was a wonderful exam ple of the

tr a n s fe r  of lead ersh ip  from  cam pus to the governm ent, and that how n atu ral  

as  well as  fo resigh ted  that he should m ake education a top p r io r i ty  of T e x a s  

b u sin ess .  ^

John, without n o tes  and looking so handsom e he could re a lly  have  

gotten by with saying the A, B , C 's ,  m ade an eloquent speech with som e  

dear things about m e , but the line that I liked b est  w as , " M a r r ie d  to a m an.
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born to lead ersh ip  and d ecis ion , "I exp ect  his com ing and N ellie 's  coming"
y

was planned as  something of an answer to the n e w s p a p e r s ,^ n d  the would-be  

trouble m a k e rs  and d iv is iv e  f o r c e s ^ i n  saying our friendship has cooled  

these la s t  few months.-^
_____ _______  __^

I don’ t need to be r e a s su red , but knowing how m uch I a p p recia ted  having 

him th ere^ 'w ill se rv e  to rem ind m e that s om etim e am doing the sam e s o r t
y

of thing for other people w h e n  I attend their big day.

A fter  the convocation, 1 had a chance back s ta g e  in the G reen Room

of the m ain  au d ito r iu m ,/to  m e e t  a few of the students. . . t h e  P r e sident of

the U n iversity  student coun cil, a group of foreign  students,.

Then we went to Hubbard Hall fo r  the luncheon, to which a ll  the out of

town guests had been invited, and a re p re s e n ta t iv e num ber of students. And

once m o r e ,  I was aw are  about what a g r e a t  deal of trouble they had gone to.

L ittle  souvenirs  had m ocking b ird s  on them , and w ere  ch a rm in g ^ e tte re d .

It w as a delicious but v e r y  heavy lunch, going from  shrim p co ck ta il  to

filet mignon, to fro zen  fruit salad , s t ra w b e r r y  Romanoff, and rem inding m e  

a f te r  a l l  t hat this is  a w om an 's  school, and v e ry  well known fo r  its  c o u rs e s  

in Home E c o n o m ic s .

Right behind u s / 'a t  a fo cal  point, was an enorm ous g r e a t  sea l  of the 

State of T e x a s ,  there  w ere yellow r o s e s  ev ery w h ere ,  there w ere  even m a k e -  

believe yellow r o s e s  in the potted t r e e s  beside the door that w ere  used as  

d e co ra tio n s . And then, as  luncheon went along, there  was a delightful



s e r ie s  of gifts . A g ir l  from  m y home town of H a rr is o n  Country M ary  Lynn D rosseau  

p resen ted  m e with som e handcrafted  gifts , a n eck lace  for me and som e L B J  

cuff links for Lyndon.

The Young D e m o c ra tics  Club, re p re se n te d  by Jeff C r o s slyn, gave me 

a bouquet of r o s e s ;  the^^re w ere  w ater  co lo r  paintings for Nellie and for  

M rs . P r e s to n  Smith; and cuff links for L t .  G overn or Smith.

But the m o st  h ilariou s m om ent of the day^'w as when a v e ry  p re tty  

little  girl/^and incidentally each  one of these young students who got up and 

m ade these p resen tation s ,^ w as well d re s s e d ,  poised, well spoken/\and one 

of the p r e t t ie s t  w a s  this K aren  R u sse ll^ 'fro m  F lo r e s v i l le ,  Joh n 's  home  

town, who got up to m ake the p resen tatio n  to John. "We hope," said K aren ,  

"th at  this se t of handcuffs -a h  - ah -  ah, I m ean  this p air  of handcuffs -  a h -  

ah - I m ean these cufflinks, will bring happy thoughts to you of this m e m o ra b le 

o c c a s i o n ."  Everybody r o a re d ,  but in p e rfe c t  good hu m or. And the little  

g ir l  had no re a so n  to feel bad about it ,  b ecau se  actu ally  she stole the show. 

John, quick on the t r ig g e r  a n d  a southern gentlem an responded, " I shall  

re m e m b e r  this m em o rab le  day, and I think that you'll re m e m b e r  it to, but 

don't be upset M iss R u sse ll ,  b ecau se  of your little m istak e . I wouldn't 

mind a bit being handcuffed to  T e x a s  W ome n Unive r s i t y ."

A fter  lunch w e  had a tour of the cam p u s, beginning with the l i t t le 

chapel in the woods, for which 1 have a feeling of nostalgia  b ecau se  I have  

seen a p ictu re  of it hanging in J e s s e ' s  o f f ic e , /a l l  m y life , it  s e e m s .
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It was built during the e a r ly  days of the NYA, although I think it was '

probably just on paper when Lyndon h im self  l eft the NYA. But afte r
,  f  . .

all ,  I took a little  c r e d i t  for m y speech . Dedicated by M rs .  R oo sev elt ,

and with ch a rm in g  stained g lass  windows, designed by the students

th em selv es ,  to re p re s e n t  a ll  the different A rts  that they lea rn e d  th e re .  . .

Nursing, M usic , teaching,

Then we went to see a m o s t  unusual exp erim en t. D r. Pauline Ma r k

has a la b o ra to ry  in which she is conducting an exp erim en t fa r  NASA, on
t y '

whether and how m u c h /  the human body lo o ses  calciu m  when it is  totally  

in active . She had four young m en, volunteer guinea p ig s ^ f o r  the 

exp erim en t, lying in hospital beds, where they would re m a in  for a period  

of two w eeks. I don’ t know how they consum ed th eir  m e a ls ,  b ecau se  they 

w ere  n ev er  ever supposed to lift their head from  the pillow. . , I  guess through 

s tra w s ,  and som ething a s  soft as  gruel. They looked a t  TV through som e

s o r t  of p r is m a tic  le n s e s ,  w here they could see  lying flat on their b a ck s .

9- ' '  t ‘■̂ 1 
The c a lc iu m lo s s  of c o u r s e ,  is m e a s u re d  by what co m es out in urine and

A
I

e x c r e t a ,  and it i s enough to i nduce w eak n ess , even bone dam age o v er  an 

extended period of tim e. T h ere  is a theory  that the condition of w e ig h tle ss -

n e s s adds to this, and th e re fo re  it m ay  be a sizeable  p e r i l  to astro n a u ts  and  

we m u st le a rn  how to o v e rco m e  it by diet.

D r. M ark  is  a form idable looking old lady, som e 70 I b elieve , and
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Dr. G w en n  told me that during the 14 y e a r s  o r  so that she has been with 

T WU, she had brought in h e r  w a k e ,/o th e r  s c ie n tis ts ,  d o c to rs ,  som e  

endowments, and thus had added g re a tly  to the p restig e  of T W U .

F r o m  there  we went to s ee the A rt  exhibit, no lan d scap es and a lm o st  

no p o r t ra i ts ,  just b rillian t splashes of c o lo r ,  so m etim es v e ry  beautiful 

c o lo r ,  in fu tu ris tic p attern .

We left Denton a little p a st  three o 'c lo c k ,  a f te r  five v e r y  eventful 

hours th e re ,  flew back  to B e r g s t r o m ,  Lyndon had a r r iv e d  five m inutes  

b efore , we got on his plane, and do I notice  the difference between a r a th e r
I

junky c h a r te r e d  plane and A ir F o r c e  One! , . .

Had drinks and dinner, a chance to turn m y mind tow ard what m u st be 

happening to Lynda and L u ci  in Washington.

I t 's  the afternoon that E r i c h  L e in sd o rf  is  com ing down, bringing 36 

. . . i -  "of his m u sic ia n s  from the B oston Symphony O r c h e s t r a  to p resen t a p ro g ram  of 

all  S trau ss for 200  young g u ests ,  the teenage child ren  from  E m b a s s y  row. 

The f i r s t  time such a p ro g ram  is going to be te levised  by NBC.

L a te r  on I lea rn e d  everything went delightfully. L u ci  m ade a little  

speech, w elcom in g  everybody and introducing E r ic h  L ein sd o rf .  I exp ect  

this is our outstanding event in the m u sic  w orld of our f i r s t  four m onths,  

and I am so p leased  to be able to offer it to the y o u n g sters .

B e s s  said l a t e r ,  that they all looked delightful in their native co s tu m e s ,

e sp e c ia lly  the f ra g ile ,  silken g ir ls  from  A s ia .  And I re a d  in M arie  Sm ith's  

column t h a t  L u ci  B aines had m ade h er  way com p letely  around the ro o m .



#
stopping to chat to groups as  she went along. I‘m so glad of that, I want 

her to le a rn  to do h er  p a rt ,  both to sh are  and enjoy, and to fulfill h e r  duties.  

I don't believe sh e 's  in any danger of becom ing unduly cru sh ed  by this job. 

F o r  ins tan ce , she stopped and chatted with the r e p o r te r s  and said this,

" I  don't re a l ly  re a liz e  I’m a P r e s id e n t 's  daughter, and that I re p r e s e n t  

A m e ric a n  youth. If I did, I would go out of m y mind trying to r e p re s e n t  

the b e st  of the A m e rica n  y o u th ."  She said she thinks i t 's  b e st  to be y o u r-

self, even if you s o m etim es m ake m is ta k e s ,  as  I m ay be doing right now,
//

talking to you. She a lso  said, when asked about h e r  school w ork, " I  am  

b a sic a lly  in te re s te d  in s c ie n c e .  I'd like to be a la b o ra to ry  techn ician , but 

you know there  a r e  the haves and the have nots. I 'm  am ong the have nots,  

s c h o la s t ic a l ly ."  B le s s  that little  la m b 's  h e a r t ,  she is im proving and she 

stands a good chance of m ak ing a ll  " C " s  this session .

We got b ack  to the south lawn, about 9 o 'c lo c k ,  to be g ree ted  by some  

snow s t ill on the ground, by Him and H er ,  rearing at the end of th eir  chain, 

and Lynda, L u ci  and W a rrie  Lynn, waiting for us e a g e r ly .
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