
THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

W ednesday, A pril 8, 1964

It should have been  a la te  m orn in g  b ec a u se  it w a s a v e r y  late  night, 

la s t  night.

A fter  the g u e s ts from  the L o st  Colony recep tio n  and the North C arolina  

recep tio n  had departed , about two hou rs of w ork, r e s t l e s s ly ,  I went over

^  ' to Lyndon’s o ff ice ,  hoping to jar him  lo o s e , /a n d  bring him h om e, i^ound 

him in the l i t t le  ro o m , with L a rry  O 'B rien , Dick Goodwin, W alter, Jack  

and B i l l  M o y e r s .  •

T here  w as  an a ir  of e x c item en t  and I could te l l  that som eth in g  on the 

H ill w as  com ing  to a b o il .  It w as the Farm  B il l ,  it w a s  a c l i f f  hange r, 

the food s ta m p  plan was tied  up in it ,  and it  had a lm o s t  been  g iven  up as  

l o s t  by the n ew sp ap er  p eop le , by L a rry  - I rather  t h i n k ^ ^  everyb od y .  

E xcept Lyndon.

I sa t there for about an hour and a h a lf  or p o s s ib ly  two h ou rs , while  

L a rry , with h is  long l i s t  of hou se  m e m b e r s  in hand, those  co m m itted  

a s  being safe  for the b i l l ,  those  as  ir r e v o c a b ly  a g a in s t it ,  those  that w ere  

shaky and could  p o s s ib ly  be p ersu ad ed , those  that w e re  absent and m igh t  

pair,," i f  you got to them and you could find them a pa ir .

And Lyndon m ade c a l l ,  a fter  c a l l ,  a fter  c a l l .  It w as an in ter e s t in g  

p e r fo r m a n c e !

L a rry  kept on check ing  off those on our side or a ga in st  u s ,  and adding 

one m ore  on the s ide  for u s ,  or that m ight p o s s ib ly  be on the s id e  for  u s ,  

until we thought that we ju st , by an e y e la sh ,  had it .

And then, I su cce e d e d  in  bringing  them a ll  hom e for  dinner, a l l  that
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i s ex cep t B il l ,  who had s en s ib ly  van ish ed  a l i t t le  e a r l i e r  in the e v en ing, 

in o rd er  to get hom e to h is  pregnant w ife  who, a fter  a l l ,  does  need  a l i t t le  

com panionsh ip .

So th is m o rn in g  began without too m uch s le e p .  It c o n s is t e d  of w ork  

with B e s s  in reg a rd  to_m y  lunch eon  l a ter  in the m onth. . .

A talk with Mr. W est about h ou seho ld  p rob lem s.^

And then, at 1:30 the m ajor  event of the day. W ashington's goodby  

and our own goodby to one of A m erican s grea t  h e r o e s .  G enera l D ouglas  

M acA rthur.

Lyndon and I, Lynda B ird  and W arrie Lynn, drove down to Union  

Station and there we boarded the train , g r ee te d  and paid r e s p e c ts  to 

M r s .  MacA rth ur , a s l igh t w om an, g r a c io u s , gentle  -v o ic e d  but a s s u r e d . 

T heir  son, Arthur M acA rthur, M rs .  M acA rthur 's b r o th e r - in - la w .  C olonel

y
S m ith  and h is  w ife .  A m b a ssa d o r  D ouglas M acA rthur, w hom we had r e c e n t ly

se e n  in  B e lg iu m , and the G en era l 's  a id e . Major G en era l Whitne y and M rs .

Whitney. And a v e r y  so lem n -lo o k in g  o r ien ta l  M iss  Ochu, who had been

young Arthur M acA rthur' s n u r se ,  and who w as  now, I gathered^the H elen

W ill ia m s and Zephyr W right of their  fa m ily ,  a l l  ro l le d  into one.

And a whole tra in car  fu ll of r e la t iv e s  and fr ie n d s ,  including G en era l

C a r lo s  R o m u lo ,  and what m e m o r ie s  of G en era l M acA rthu r' s g rea t  d ay s
I

ride along with h im .

A fter  we e m e r g e d  from  the train , we lin ed  up in  a s o le m n s in g le  

f i le .  Lyndon w as on m y r ight, and on m y le ft  I found the A ttorney  G en era l
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He looked  tanned, h e a lth ier ,  m o r e  r e la x e d , / th a n  I had s een  h im . And 

as we stood th ere , with the sk ie s  w eep ing outs ide^ it w as the third rainy  

day in a row ^ a cordon of troops cam e to attention , f la g s  at ha lf m a s t  

e v e r y w h e r e ,  and in the d is ta n ce ,  the ro ll  of d ru m s . He sa id  som eth in g  

that I w as c e r ta in ly  thinking, but have b itten off m y  tongue b efore  it w as  

sa id . He sa id , "We seem  a lw ays  to be m eetin g  at fu n e r a ls ."  I sa id , " Y e s ."  

He sa id , " T h ere 'v e  b een  a lot of them th ese  la s t  four m o n th s ."

And a s  the c a sk e t  cam e by, flag draped, c a r r ie d  by eight m en , from  

the d ifferent s e r v i c e s ,  I fe lt  the next two hou rs w ere  an echo of the 

N ovem ber days of P r e s id e n t  K ennedy's fune r a l

At l6 th  and C onstitution , the c a sk e t  w as tr a n s fe rr e d  from  a h e a r se  

to a c a i s s on, drawn by s ix  d a p p l e - g r a y  h o r se s .  Im m ed ia te ly  a fter  it

9̂ .w as a grea t  red  flag,---with f ive  white s t a r s ,  and a s  we rode along C onstitution

A venue, G en era l C lifton told u s  o f  how, during the la s t  World War, f ive
above

s tar  G e n e r a ls cam e into b e ing . It w as  e ith er  advance the rank four  

star  g e n e r a ls ,  or have w h a t , / in  o ther c o u n t r i e s , / i s  c a l le d  F ie ld  M a rsh a lls .

And G enera l G eorge  M a rsh a ll  sa id , "I'll be darned i f  I w i l l  have people  

ca ll in g  m e M arsh a l M a rsh a ll .  Nope w e ’l l  just have f ive  s tar  g e n e r a ls ,  

and n o  we won't have any s ix  star  G en era ls  e i th e r ."  So G enera l M arsh a ll  

chopped off the rank at five  s ta r s .

And there w as another fa m il ia r  f ig u re .  I think perhaps he w as  the v e r y  

—  ^  
s a m e ^ a  beautifu l, sp ir ited , b lack  h o r s e ,  r id e r l e s s ,  w ith b lack  boots  pointed

A

backw ard. Once m o re  an echo of a N ovem b er  day.
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I thought of what Bobby Kennedy had s a i d / a s I s tood next to h im . He 

sa id , "You're doing a w onderfu l job, everyb od y  sa y s  s o ."  And then, after  

a n o t iceab le  p au se , a lm o s t  as  with an e ffor t,  ". . . and so  i s  your husband. "

I a p p rec ia ted  that, v e r y  m uch .

One d if feren ce  about today, i s  that the crow d s that line C onstitu tion  

A venue w e re without em otion . No one w as  cry in g , a fter  a l l ,  G en era l  

M acA rthur w as 86, but there  they w e r e ,  under a se a  of b lack  u m b r e l la s , 

s i le n t ,  to say  goodby to one of the m o s t  dram atic  f ig u re s  that ev er^  f i l le d  

the A m er ica n  s tage .

The f ive joint ch ie fs  of s ta ff  w e r e supp osed  to w alk  from  l6th  and  

C onstitution  up to the C apito l. I kept on hoping they didn’t or e l s e  we 

m ight have one or two l e s s ,  from  pneum onia.

At the Capitol s te p s ,  we got out and stood b e s id e  M r s .  MacA rthur w hile  

the A rm y band p layed  "R uffles and F lo u r ish es"  and then a hym n and then  

the c a sk e t  w as borne up the long s te p s ,  by the s e r v ic e m e n ,  into the rotunda  

of the cap ito l w h ere  it  w as  to l i e  in s ta te .

The H ouse and Senate had a djourned. The Rotunda w as thronged w ith 

a ll  the Senators  and C o n g r e ssm e n , and m any m il i ta r y .  The H ouse Chaplain  

and then the Senate Chaplain gave a p r a y e r ,  and then Lyndon p laced  an  

en o rm o u s red , white and blue w reath  at the foot of the c a sk e t .

I had a sk ed  M r s .  M acArthur and h er  son, and the A m b a ssa d o r  and a llr
the kinfolks that ca m e  there too to stop by the White H ouse a fter  the s e r v ic e s  

w e re  o v er ,  to w arm  up and have a cup of tea .

THE WH ITE HOUSE
I
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M rs . M acArthur had a s s u r e d  m e they would be glad to, and so  when 

the s e r v ic e s  w ere  ended, Lyndon and I depa rted  at once , he to h is  o ff ice  

and I to the secon d  f lo o r .

P r e s e n t ly  they a r r iv e d ,  and M rs, MacA rthur, co n tro lled , gra c io u s  

m an n er, rem in d ed  m e of the G e n e ra l 's  p h rase  about h er ,  ca ll in g  her  his 

''■finest so ld ie r .  "

Arthur MacA rth u r  i s r em ark ab ly  young for h is  26 y e a r s .  A jou rn a lism  

graduate of C olum bia , and now studying for the th ea tre , I w as told. It m u st  

be hard, indeed , to be the son of su ch  a lo rd ly ,  d om in eer in g  m an  a s  

G en era l M acA rthur. He told m e that he had b een  v e r y  c lo s e  to h is  fa th er ,  

and that he had stayed  out of h is  c o u r s e s  during the la s t  few  m onths b e c a u s e 

he r e a l iz e d  h i s fa th e r 's  hea lth  w as rap id ly  fai l in g , in ord er  to be w ith h im .

We a l l  r e m in is c e d  about that grea t  day when G en era l M acArthur r o se  

to the r o s trum in the House cham b er  and m ade the a d d re ss  to the Joint 

S e s s io n .  That w as  one day I wouldn't have g iven  up m y  t ick et in the g a l le r y  

to any constituent! And it  w as e a s y to s e e ,  in  e v e r y  g e s tu r e  of the G e n e ra l 's  

l i f e ,  how a son of h is  could like the th ea tre .

A m b a ssa d o r  D ouglas M acA rthur i s  a v e r y  a ttra c t iv e  m an , suave ,  

in te l l ig en t ,  a v e r y  p e r fe c t  m o d el of an a m b a ssa d o r .  We talked about the 

young C urtis  B a r n e s ,  who w as soon to com e to h is  E m b a ssy ,  a s  an econ om ic
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The sun cam e out and l it  up the Y e llow  Oval Room with fu ll g lory ,  

I had the fee l in g  that i t  w a s  the r ight thing, the appropriate  thing, 

having them th ere , although I hadn't known them w e ll .  But the whole  

country had r e a l ly  known him  w e ll .

And th is had been  a v e r y  d ign ified  departure  from  l i fe ,  a m o s t  

r e s pectfu l goodby.

w hen they w e re  gone, E sth er  P ro v en so n  cam e to s e e  m e ,  and we 

had about two h ou rs  of hard w ork on m y  sp eech , for the E leanor  

R o o se v e lt  M em o r ia l  luncheon in New York.

I a lw ays  fe e l  good when I'm doing what I ought to do and th ese  hours

cer ta in ly  a s su r e d  m e  that the sp e ec h  w as  going to turn out b e tter  than 
. I
it would have , Home\work a lw ays  h e lp s .

Then, I cu r led  up in bed and w atched W alter Lippmann. He w as on 

for an hour and n ev er  a dull m om en t. What he sa id  about fo re ig n  aid  

c er ta in ly  is n 't  going to m ake it  any e a s ie r  to get a F o r e ig n  Aid B i l l  

p a sse d .  And r e a l ly  gave am m unition  to a l l  those who a re  a g a in s t  it for  

good or  bad r e a s ons , or who have co m e , within the la s t  y ea r  or two, to 

have their  doubts about it ,

what he sa id  about Lyndon couldn't be b etter . He v ir tu a l ly  sa id  it 

didn't m ake any d if feren ce  who he a sk ed  to be h is  V ice  P r e s id e n t ,  b ec a u se  

he didn't need  the help .

When the co m m en ta tor  a sk ed  him  about the p o s s ib i l i ty  of M cN am ara ,  

and pointed out the fact that he had been  a r e g is t e r e d  R epublican  at one
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tim e , Lippmann rather w ash ed  that out, som ehow , and m ade it s ound 

p o s s ib le  that he m ight be the n o m in ee .

I think this is  the f i r s t  t im e I have e v er  thought of it a s  an actual  

p o ss ib i l i ty .

It had been  an exhausting  day so I just s im p ly  stayed  in bed and had  

m y  dinner, and le t  Lyndon have h is  with Jack and M ary M argaret ,  v e ry  

la te  indeed, I think about 11:00, b e c a u s e I w as  v e r y  near  the b o r d e r s  of 

s le e p  when they ca m e  u p s ta ir s  from  the o ff ice .
c" ^
Lyndon's endurance is  s im p ly  fan tast ic  and m in e  i s  not.


