
A p r i l  11 ,  1964 
S a tur d a y

T h is  m o r n i n g ^ w a s  a l a s t  t i me a t  t h e  E l m s --eve r y-  

t h i n g  f rom  a t r i p  t h r o u g h  the g ro u n d s  to Aunt E f f i e ' s  

t r u n k  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t  Thr e e  h o u r s ,  a b o u t  a s  much as 

I  c o u l d  t a k e ,  and t h e n  home f o r  a b i t e  o f  l u n c h  

l y i n g  in  bed  w h i l e  I  s i g n ^ m a i l  w i t h  A sh to n ,  d i s c u s s - ^ ^  

d e t a i l s  o f  a C le v e l a n d  t r i p  w i t h  L iz  and went  o v e r  

Luc i ' s  p a r t y  w i t h  B e s s .  "'^And t h e n  a t  3 :3 0  I  went down-

s t a i r s  t o  s t a n d  in  l i n e  i n  t h e  E a s t  Room f o r  L u c i ' s  

p a r t y .  Her J u n i o r  c l a s s  were h o s t e s s e s  t o  t h e  Freshman 

c l a s s  a t  N a t i o n a l  C a t h e d r a l  S c h o o l ,  L uc i  i n  h e r  p r e t t y  

w h i t e  s u i t  w i t h  t h e  b l u e  l a p e l - 'w a s  i n  l i n e  when I  

j o i n e d  h e r .  And th e n  i n  a moment, v e ry  much t o  h e r  

s u r p r i s e ,  a n d  no t  p l a n n e d  by  ms, h e r  daddy  j o i n e d  u s .  

Those f r e s h ,  b r i g h t - f a c e d  p r e t t y  sm ar t  g i r l s  f i l e d  

p a s t  us/ j  c ream o f  t h e  c r o p ,  a lm o s t  t o o  f a s t /  I  

would hav e  l i k e d  t o  h a v e  f a v o r e d  e a c h  one o f  them as  

t h e y  w e n t  by a l i t t l e  m ore .  I  had  a c t u a l l y  become, 

p r e t t y  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  a l o t  o f  Lynda B i r d ' s  

c l a s s .  T h ere  i s n ’ t  q u i t e  the  same c o h e s i v e n e s s  y e t  

in  L u c i ' s .  Helene  L indow  i s  g ro w in g  p r e t t i e r  e v e r y  

y e a r - - o ne o f  L u c i ' s  b e s t  f r i e n d s ,  whose par e n t s  I  l i k e  
--

so much- - and Nancy H e c h i n g e r ,  a s m a r t  and a t t r a c t i v e ,

a lm o s t  a r c h - t y p e  o f  today^s b r i g h t  young woman.. , And

Lissie G ra n t  who m ust  h a v e  had  h e r  b ad  moments b e i n g  

^  f rom  Alabama w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d  e a s t e r n

Nor t h e r n' ' g i r l s .  I t  was good t o  see her and he a r ^ t h a t  s o f t  a c c e n t .
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And l i t t l e  Marlene Jo h n so n ,  t h e  young neg ro  g i r l  who 

c a r r i e s  o f f  a l l  t h e  h o n o r s  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  Luc i  

B a i n e s .  I  was g l a d  t h a t  Lyndon was i n  l i n e  when she 

went by .  And Fr a n c e s  K e n d a l l  f rom  Waco-- a c c o r d i n g
r ^t o  L u c i / a r c h  R e p u b l i c a n .  But I  am g l a d  we h a ve h a d  a 

chance  t o  be n i c e  to  a f e l l o w  T e x a s j /n o w  and  t h e n , ^
I ft 0i n  L u c i ’ s s c h o o l  g a t h e r i n g s .  "The f a c u l t y  was 

r e p r e s e n t e d ,  w i th  M i s s  F r y , who h a n d l e s  e v e r y t h in g ^  to  

f o r m i d a b l e  and v e ry  much r e s p e c t e d ^ ^ M i s s  C a t h e r i n e  

Lee ,  a n d  Mrs. A t c h e s o n , Dean A c h e s o n ’ s d a u g h t e r - i n -  

l a w ,  who was su c h  an  e x c i t i n g  h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r  f o r  

Lynda B i r d . , » M i s s  S k e e t e r s ,  who h as  s u f f e r e d  w i t h  Luci- 

i n  S p a n i s h  and Mrs. S n y d e r ,  who h as  a t  l a s t  g iv e n  h e r  

a f e e l i n g  o f  acc o m p l ish m en t  and p e r s o n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  

i n  s o c i o l o g y .  S h e ’ s g o t  h e r  n i c h e  t h e r e .  And Mrs. 

Wharry ,  who I  b e l i e v e  i s  most  o f  a l l ^ e r  f a v o r i t e .

A f t e r  e v e ry b o d y  h a d  f i l e d  i n  and  t a k e n  a s e a t  i n  t h e  

E as t  Room, L uc i  went t o  th e  m ic rophone  and i n  a v e ry  

composed f a s h i o n  s a i d  t h a t  so m e th in g  u n e x p e c t e d  had  

hap p en ed  to  h e r  and t h a t  h e r  daddy  had  come to  th e  

p a r t y  so she  w a n te d  him t o  say a few w ords .  And 

Lyndon v e r y  g r a c e f u l l y  s a i d  h ow much we owed to  

N a t i o n a l  C a t h e d r a l  and h i s  two d a u g h t e r s  were  more 

e n l i g h t e n e d  and e x c i t i n g  g i r l s  s i n c e  t h e y  went t o  the  

s c h o o l .  And the  n i c e s t  t h i n g  he c o u l d  s a y  was t h e  s c h o o l
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had  made th e  g i r l s  more l i ke t h e i r  m o th e r !

_wi t h  th e  young ,  and  w i t h  h i s  r a t h e r  co n s i d e r a b l e  

a b i l i t i e s  as  an a c t o r ,  he pu t  on a v e r y  d o l e f u l ,  f a c e  

and sp o k e  o f  ' I h o s e  d i f f i cu l t  t e a ch e r s  who demand so 

much o f  t h o s e  poor  c h i l d r en who have to  spend s i x
//

h o u r s  a d a y  s t u d y i n g  when t h e y  c o u ld  be o u t  on a d a t e .  

Then q u i c k l y  he gave L u c i  a  k i s s  and  l e f t ,  a nd David  

Dean, a c o n c e r t  pia n i s t  t o o k  o v e r .  Young, handsom e, 

an e x p e r t  p e r f o r m e r ,  he p l a y e d  Chopin and  Liz s t , and 

added  a cons id  er  a b l e ‘ "eclat" t o  L u c i ' s  p a r t y .  I  t h i n k  

i t  was r e a l l y  q u i t e  an a c c o m p l i sh m e n t  of B e s s ’ s to  

be a b le  t o  f in d  him. And^a n i c e  l i t t l e  t h i n g ^  she 

had  the  program s p r i n t e d  In b l u e ,  w i t h  th e  W hite  House 

on them, a n d  i n s i d e  t h e  num bers  p l a y e d .  I  hope t h e y  

l a n d e d  i n  a l o t  o f  g i r l s  s c r a p b o o k s  or  i n  a l o t  o f  

l e t t e r s  s e n t  home to  mama! And the b lu e  of  c o u rs e  i s  

b e c a u s e  o f  Lu c i  and h e r  e y e s  and c l o t h e s . ' * ’̂ When i t  

was over and I  went b a c k s t a g e  to  t h a n k  David  B ean ,

L u c i  went a g a i n  t o  th e  m icrophone  and h a d  ab o u t  t h r e e  

s e n t e n c e s  t o  s a y  a b o u t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  the  work o f  t h e
itU

t e a c h e r s  a t  N a t i o n a l  C a t h e d r a l ,  o f  c o m p a n io n sh ip  

of a l l  t h e  g i r l s  t h a t  she  had  come t o  know, and o f

Mr. B e a n ' s  n i c e  program f o r  u s  ^ d  now l e t ’ s go i n t o  

t h e  S t a t e  D in in g  Room and a p p r e c i a t e  some good 

r e f r e s h m e n t s  t h a t  h ad  been  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .

I  f o l l o w e d  them i n  and moved f ro m  g ro u p  t o  
g ro u p ,  s p e a k i n g  to  a s  many p e o p le  as I  c o u ld  i d e n t i f y
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with^  b u t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  Luci  h ad  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e l l  in
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h an d ,  I  m e l t e d  away p r e t t y  so o n .  ' A t  5 ; 3 0  G e n e ra l  and  

Mrs. McMann o f  the  V o l u n t e e r s  o f  A m e r ic a  c a m e  i n  to  

have  t e a  w i t h  me. His o r g a n i z a t i o n  had  g i v en me 

a m o s t  u n u s u a l  aw ard  l a s t  y e a r ,  and  I  wanted  to  say  

thanks^ f o r  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  h e a d  of  a do-good 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e a r in g  a r a t h e r  d u l l  l o o k i n g  u n i f o r m ,  

he i s  a v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n i s t ,  and I

l i s t e n e d  w i t h  a d m i r a t i o n  t o  t h e  c h o re s  t h e y  u n d e r t a k e  _
v \ ''homes f o r  th e  s k id r o w  type  o f  p e o p le  in b i g  

c i t i e s ,  t h e  r e c e n t  one g o in g  up f o r  unwed m o th e r s   

i n  F t .  W orth ,  Texas and g o t  some a d v i c e  f rom  him on 

my t r i p  to C l e v e l a n d  when I  would a d d r e s s  the  YWCA.
Ji>

Lyndon h a d  been  o u t  p l a y i n g  g o l f  and a w o n d e r f u l  

g l o r i o u s  day  i t  was t o  do i t .  A f t e r  t h e y  h a d  been 

gone a w h i l e  I  g o t  a c a l l  f rom him a t  t h e  V a l e n t i s '  

a s k i n g  me to come r i g h t  on o u t  and hav e  a d r i n k  w i t h  

them. By t h i s  t im e  I  was in s l a c k s  and w o rk in g  and  

n o t  a b i t  a n x io u s  to  e n c o u n t e r  r e p o r t e r s .  But b e i n g  

a s s u r e d  b y  J e r r y  t h a t  t h e r e  were  non e l i n g e r i n g  any-

where a r o u n d ,  I  b r a s h l y  went  ou t  and we s p e n t  a  v e r y  

cozy  h o u r  p l a y i n g  w i t h  Jack  and Mary M a r g a r e t ' s  baby .

I t  i s  a lm o s t  sad  t h a t  a t  a lm o s t  56 or s o ,  Lyndon h a s  

more t im e  f o r  a  5 month o ld  t h a n  he d id  20 y e a r s  ago!  

Dick  Goodwin was t h e r e . . ^  His w i f e  came. We h ad  a c o u p le

of d r in k s  and th e n  h a v in g  been a l e r t e d  a l l  a lo n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  were cameras  and p r e s s  o u t  f r o n t ,  we foun d  a



moment when t h e y  had  gone away t o  g e t  t h e i r  own s u ppe r s

and we l e f t ,  s l i p p e d  o u t  t h r o u g h  the  c o r d o n ,  and

r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  White House,  h a d  o u r  d in n e r ,  L y n d o n

went b a c k  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  work a nd  I ^ t o  b e d _ „ h a v i ng

a v i s i t  f i r s t  w i t h  Lynda B i r d  who h a d ,  b l e s s  h e r ,  been

s t a n d i n g  i n  l i n e  a t  t h e  House Embassy t o u r ,  h a v i n g  h e r  
tis m a l l  t o u c h  of  come-on t o  th e  i n d e f a t i g u a b i e  l i n e  o f  

t o u r i s t s  who m igh t  b u y  a t i c k e t  to  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

c h a r i t y .  The n i c e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  day I  o n ly  fo u n d  o u t  

l a t e r .  And t h a t  was how much i t  r e a l l y  m a t t e r e d  t o  

L uc i  t h a t  h e r  daddy came! She was a l l  e c s t a t i c .
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