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Apr i l  15, 1964 
Wednesday

Wednesday, A p r i l  15th, was the th i r d  day o f  

as busy a week as I ’ l l  e v e r  l i v e  through. I t  began 

by me t r y i n g  to  reach  Mr. DuPont, whom I  r e s p e c t  a 

g r ea t  deal^ aad q u i t e  in awe of^ and need v ery  much to 

spend a few  hours o f  p r ep a ra t ion  w i th  in o rd e r  to 

l e a r n  more about t h i s  p la c e  and about what Im go ing  

to say to the Committee on the P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  the 

White House when we have o u r  m ee t ing .  I  ran him 

down by phone. He sa id  he had t o  re tu rn  f o r  a m ee t-

ing t o d a y  to  W ilm ington ,  c o u ld n ' t  come, we made plans 

f o r  ano ther  t im e ,  and then to  my s u r p r i s e  when- in  about 

twenty  minutes I  gp t  a message th a t  he was d o w n s ta i r s !  

He had dec id ed  to c a t c h  a l a t e r  t r a i n .   So we spent 

a couple  o f  d e l i g h t f u l  hours p o t t e r i n g  around and 

t a l k i n g .  He made the f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t io n s .  F i r s t ,  

he s a i d , / t h a t  the  n ig h t  b e f o r e  in  the Red Room 

had n o t i f i e d  th a t  the mantl e p i e c e  needed a couple  o f

ornaments. Mrs. Kennedy had taken the obelisks th a t
w

be lon ged  to  h e r  when she le f t  and he sa id  why d o n ' t

you go down t o  the vermeil room and f i n d  two t o  r e p l a c e  
'I

them. And then he s a id  th a t  we have an enourmous
. 11 ~ĵ

s i l v e r  f l a t p i e c e ,  a p l a teau  which was a g i f t  the to

White House and we must f ind  a place to put i t .  And i f  

we ca n ' t  make use o f  i  t,_ we must return i t .  Then he 

said we ought to move the chandelier from the Green
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Room -  J u s t  p e r h a p s  we m ig h t  move 1 t  up I n to  th e  

P a n i l y  D in in g  Room, the  one we u se  on t h e  se c o n d  

f l o o r .  And we must move t h e  one i n  t h e  F a m ily  D in in g  

Room /dow n i n t o  t h e  Green Room^ ^ e c a u s e  i t  i s  th e  

o n e  t h a t  h a s  hung t h e r e  f o r  most o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  tiie  

M a n s io n . , ,  A t l e a s t  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e .  T h e re  i s  a lw a y s  

a s t o r y  b e h i n d  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and l a t e r  on I  fbund t h a t  

the one t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  h an g s  In t h e  Green Room was a 

g i f t  o f  C h e s te r  D a le  and  was g iv e n  w i th  t h e  s p e c i f i c a -

t i o n  t h a t  i t  m ust h a n g  on ^-he F i r s t  F lo o r  o f  th e  

W hite H ouse . But now Mr. Dale i s  dead  and so p e r h a p s  

i t  m igh t be  c o n s id r e d .m o v in g  back th e  o r i g i n a l  o n e

i n t o  t h e  Green Room. '■Stf t h i  a vega -yab-l e gentlem an..^__

t h i s  u l t i m a t e  a u t h o r i t y ^  t h i s  man vitio h a d  done so 

much t o  make th e  W hite  House t h e  show case  o f  A m erican  

b e a u t i f u l  f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  i t  i s ,  I  have a  l o t  o f  

d e :fe ren ce  and g r a t i t u d e  and I  w an t so much f o r  him  

to  c o n t in u e  w i th  u n a b a te d  e n th u s ia s m .  A l th o u g h  I  hsB

m

t o t a l l y  l a c k  th e  m agic  o f  Mrs. Kennedy which d rew  

th e s e  p e o p l e  to  f o l l o w  h e r  i n  a s o r t  o f  P ie d  P i p e r  

f f a s h i o n ,  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  n e a r  p e r f e c t i o n  th e  F i r s t  

F lo o r  nt>''vr
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SANmZED
Lady J a c k s o ^  who h a s  b een  c t t c t a t l n g  and w o rk in g

"on the  t h i r d  f l o o r S u n d a y  n i g h t , / ^ j ^ t h  v e r y
) ■*

l i t t l e  r e a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  U3,« '̂ '^ame down a t  4 :3 0

f o r  t e a  w i th  h e r  good f r i e n d ,  and m in e ,  F lo r e n c e

Mahoney, i n  t h e  Y ellow  Roan. Lynda and L u c i  f lo w e d

In and o u t .  And Lady Jackson  k e jj t  on p u t t i n g  th e

w o r ld 's  m ost s e r i o u s  p ro b le m s  i n t o  t h e  m ost s im p le

s e n t e n c e s .  F l o r e n c e  i s  g o in g  t o  make th e  w o r ld  o v e r

b y  m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h  and  Lady  Ja c k so n  by  id e a s  and

e x e c u t i n g  th e m . One o f  h e r  m ain i d e a s  b e i n g  t h a t

s in c e  u rb a n  l i f e / ^ c i t y  l i f e y ^ i s  g o in g  t o  be ^ e  way
5c, m ajor

o f  th e  f u t u r e ,  Americ a p ' / c i t  i e s  ^^ojPjwing e i g h t  p e r c e n t  

more e a c h  y e a r ,P ^ h a n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  

i s  :^rowing, o u r  m ost u r g e n t  p ro b le m  i s  t o  s e t  abou t 

m aking th e  c i t i e s  c l e a n ,  f u n c t i o n a l  and b e a u t i f u l , .  •

V'lhich t h e y  a re  a lo n g  way f r o m . l o t a  o f  th e m ^ th e s e
w n

d a y s . We t a lk e d  a b o u t  ^ i s t i c a ,  and the f ir s t  p lace I ev er  saw
C .

that odd G reek w ord,^a new c ity  ar isin g  in the d e s e r t /^ o m e  15 or ZO 

m iles  from  K arachi, w here the scien ce  of how to build a c i t y , / ^  being  

both studied and executed  at the sam e tim e.

At s ix , I accom panied Lyndon to King H iisse in 's  recep tion  

for us and 1500 m ore people at the M ayflower H otel. The D iplom atic  

Corps cam e down the line xlc f ir s t ,  and it  w as m y cue from  Angie that 

after about 30 m in u tes, when a ll of them had p a ssed  thru the lin e
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that Lyndon and the King were to have some private conversation and that 

would be my time to depart. So I did, thereby not seeing the thousand or 

so guests clamoring at the gates. I rushed home, feeling strangely truant, 

jumped into my red lace dress and went out to the Warren Woodwards '

Q > u-
for his party for the Loyd  H an ds--u n expected , but I was sure quite 

welcome - and about the ve ry  moment I got there, up drove Lyndon, also 

unexpected.

Woody with his youth, charm and talent for settling in, is already 

as much at home in Washington as a cat by the f ire ,  has been promoted^ 

and has a ve ry  nice house. There were many Texans but also a goodly 

sprinkling of other Washingtonians ,

I  le ft rather early  to go to the Coliseum for the L i p p i z z a n e r

— r '  L i p < ' z . z a . n  e r
horse show,   The Woman' s National Democratic Club very  rightly has '

a
latched onto them for/benefit performance of which I am sponsor and they 

have been most anxious that I come. Lynda and W arrie were with m e and 

I had given my other ticket to Dr. and M rs. E r ic  Goldman, whom I want to 

get to know better, and the George R eed ys  because I want George to be in 

the forefront of our planning and appearances and to fee l c loser to us. And 

the other three tickets to Diana and to Gerry and Jack Hopkins who are 

visiting from Santa Fe,

Lyndon, meanwhile, had returned from Woody's to have dinne r 

with Lady Jackson and the Ed C l a r k s .
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The Coliseum was festive with enormous plastic chandeliers,

and those handsome white stallions were beautiful beyond description.

I didn't know that the Lipizzaner horses were born black and turned white.

They are descended from Spanish-bred offspring of Arab stock and they

had been brought to Austria in the 16th Century. The stars of the

show were the white ones, but present also were the youngsters, the

black ones, and then with varying pepper and salt on up to the pure

exquisite white. The most interesting part of it was the h istorica l pageant

. .  Q--" X -
with the riders, d r essed in costumes beginning with Zenaphon of 

ancient G reece , the Renaissance, the great days of the Austrian empire, 

on down to the present.

Luci's  friends, Helene Lindow and Nancy Lechinger came up and 

talked to me at intermission. They 're  so cute, I 'm glad that Luci is 

getting to fee l so close to the g i r ls at National Cathedral.

, During intermission I turned around and talked to Gerry and Jack

Gerry is making a great trip  for h e r -  she's come back for  her 20th reunion 

at Shipley School. She's visiting her roommates in New York - one of them 

IS the daughter of the Arthur M urray family, who founded the dancing school 

Then her husband and children a r e joining her here in Washington. They* 

going to see us at the White House, stay with Diana, and tour Washington 

from one end to the other. Bless Tony's dear heart - I expect he's back 

of it both financially and in thinking it up.

re




