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Thursday, A p r i l  16, 1964

This m orning began with b re a k fas t wi th Lyndon, and then s e v e ra l  

hours of w o rk  with Liz for the speech for the YWCA in C leveland, It’ s 

. ^  just not possib le  fo r  me to get somebody e lse  to w rite  com plete ly  

speech fo r  me, u n le ss we a re  so in the groove together - or think the 

same things about the subject - so I had to rem em b or what points of 

contact I had with the YWCA^about opening their  International Food F a ir ,  

about Luci taking l i f e  saving le ss o n s in the Y ' s swim ming pool, then ca l l  

the m atron  of the loca l  Y res idence  and get some s to r ie s  from  h e r  on the

J
typical, of a young g ir l ,  f re s h  out of high school from  a sm a ll  town who 

com es to Washington and l iv e s  in the Y and gets a job in the governm ent. , / 

what it m eans to h er  - in other w ords, I have to l ive  it before  I can 

tran s la te  it a l i tt le  bit into a speech.

And then at one o’ c l o c k , t h e r e came one of those things that 

m ust be p e c u lia r ly  A m erican , a sm a ll  gesture  of our national fee ling for  

the individual. Senator M arg are t  Chase Smith had w ritten  me a m os t 

tender le t te r  asking me if  I would rec e ive  a cripp led  g ir l ,  Nancy M artin, 

a young high school student who has cancer of the spine, who is  in a w h ee l­

chair  and who is  destined to have a short l i fe .  We a rran g ed  fo r  h e r  to 

have a v e r y  specia l tour of the White House and then I went down and m e t 

her at the south entrance, gave h er  one of the etchings of the White House 

and we chatted a bit in the w arm  spring sunshine on the south lawn, while  

Him and Her b a r re le d  a c ro s s  the lawn, chasing each o th er’ s ta i ls ,  and 

Blanco, that beautiful white co llie ,  added a specia l  grace  to the scene.
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Nancy had made the whole trip  in an ambulance, accompanied  

by h er  m other and her h a lf -b ro th e r .  She was cheerfu l, bright, determ ined  

to see the town, and, I am told, com plete ly  aw are  of he r  short life  

expectancy.

In the afternoon, I worked on the m ail and then was overcom e  

with one of those g rea t needs to take a nap, which I did at the m ost  

inappropriate  tim e, while Lyndon was having a p re s s  conference in the 

State Department auditorium , at 4 :30 , which turned out to be the best one 

up to now, everybody a g re e s .  Dr. Hurst is a r r iv in g  this afternoon and 

I have given d irec tio n s to have him ups ta i rs  as our house guest and then 

down for d inner

At five c?clock, Diana, Gerry and and Jack  Hopkins and their two

children, and Dr. Blake Smith, of Austin, came and a lso  Gerry's  fr iend  

from  school days, a v e r y  a ttrac t ive  young woman. They had just finished  

a good tour of the f i r s t  f lo o r  and so I showed them the second, with a l l  the 

details , and then settled  down fo r  tea,  a f te r  dispatching young Tony and 

young Jack  with Diana's housekeeper, fo r  a tour of the grounds , a glimpse  

of the swimming pool, and then to ride home. Gerry was aglow, with h er  

adventure--this t r ip - - and high time it  is ,  because you can't avoid thinking 

that somehow she has r is e n  le s s  to the tide of o p p o rtu n ity ,th a n  Diana, and
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Dr. Blake Smith brought me the unwelcome news which I a lre a d y  

knew and which I actually  had to t ry  to p ry  out of him - that we a re  having 

trouble in A u stin ,m y  so successfu l, so beloved home town, on the 

in tegration problem . It se em s the m ore  rad ic a l  negro le a d e rs  have 

sim ply  moved in on the c ity  council - a so r t  of s i t - in  within the Cham ber  

i tse l f .  And the M ayor - poor soul - has ac tua lly  gone to the hospital, 

from  complete exhaustion. We had done so w e ll ,  I am a fra id  they w il l  

use up their s to re  of goodwill among the c i t iz e n ry  and w e 'l l  be in fo r  a 

bad time,, in that b lessed  town. While we w ere  sitting there peaceful,

I got word from  Lyndon that he was bringing over some of the Texas  

edito rs  and their w iv e s . At f i r s t  it was going to be 15, p re se n tly  it  was  

going to be 40, so I sent a quick SOS to the kitchen,^to get some drinks  

ready, we'd do it in the Oval Room, and some h o rs  d 'oeuvres - and I said  

goodbye to Diana and h er  p arty  - just in time to s ta r t  meeting the Texas  

edito rs  - old t im ers  a l l .  ...The C harlie  G reen s , the C harlie  G u y s ,  B il l
- —  ^  g ------- -

Hobby alone^ Diana was at home. B il l  Hooten, the Rhea Howards   she is  

\ a lw ays the u ltim ate of re fin e m e n t,  and v e r y  p re tty  in blue; W alte r  Humphrey,

the Wes Izz a rd 's ,  the Bob Jack so n s  - and I'm happy to say that Bob looks  

five  y e a rs  younger and much s tro n ger than he did five y e a rs  ago. His 

h eart  attack is  in the background now. th e  F ra n k  M a yb o rn s  , the J . Q. 

Mahaffeys--he grinning as usual.   I a lw ays like to see somebody from  r e a l  

close  to home!  I’m s o r r y  I n eve r  did run into M r .  Woody. ,, The H arry
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Prove n c e s  - and there was much talk about his book, W alter  Jenkins,

C lif f  C a r te r  and Jack  Valenti came over to help out. Lyndon h im se l f , . , ^  

was com plete ly  in charge of everyth ing. He took e v e ry  body out on the 

balcony - the Trum an balcony - to show the gardens below and the 

monument. We went filing thru a l l  the room s. M rs .  Johnson - M rs ,

J .  Lee Johnson-- was there and we have plans to m eet to m orrow  m orning.

A fte r  they left^^we had the so r t  of dinner I had been planning 

and wanting e v e r  since Lady Ja c k son a r r iv e d .  . . Ju st Lady Jackson, Dr, 

Hurst, and us. Lady Jackson talked and Lyndon listened , something he 

doesn't often do, e sp ec ia l ly  to women. But he is fascinated  by h er  - and 

so am I. She spoke of the p o ssib ility  that a lot of the m oney saved and 

the people put out of w o rk  by the closing of the b ases  under M cN am ara's  

p ro gram , might be used in som e so r t  of pilot p ro gram ^ ^ o r urban renew al, 

to m ak e  a m odel c ity  and the surroundings thereof,'"^ make tra f f ic  som e­

thing that we could live  with. The nice thing about h er  is  that she con­

s id ers  that everything is  possible - r i g h t l y  it's  possible./ She h e r s e l f  

has had an in teresting  life  and tho she is away from  her husband a g rea t  

deal, lectu ring , teaching, and wrapped up in h er  own c a r e e r ,  w riting  

books^ the best known of which I guess is The Rich Nations and the Poor  

Nations - she is ,  n e ve r th e le ss ,  v e r y  c lose  to her husband. They have 

a ten y e a r  old son - I judge he was born f a i r ly  late in h e r  life  - and, he 

poor dear, is  off at boarding school - that*s something about the B rit ish
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I just don’ t get. I’ d have to send mine f la i l in g  and scream ing  at 16, 

w h ereas  over there* a li tt le  boy, when he gets about 8, ju s t n a tu ra lly  

goes, and i f  he doesn’ t get sent, he says , "What do you think I am , a 

baby ?

She envisions the next few decades as possib ly  the g rea tes t
v a s t

in the h is to ry  of mankind. Automation can be turned into a/blessing  

in s tead of a cu rse .  Our n atu ra l r e sou rces  a re  so great, the in ven tiven ess 

of m an’ s mind so boundless , that at la s t  we have it in our grasp  to build  

a r e a l ly  new society, o ffering  m o re  fo r  everybody - or at le a s t  that’ s m y  

synthesis , after, listening to her. E a r l ie r  in the day, I had com m andered  

about 30 m inutes of h e r  tim e, along with Liz, to give me some pointers  

about m y YWCA speech, and she did produce se v e ra l  pages which found 

their way into the finished product - and I had asked her- - much m ore  

im portant-- to p lease think about and w ork  on a l i t t le ,  ( i f  she could sandwich i t  

in between her w o rk  f or the man h im self)  the speech I am going to have  

to do at R adcliff-^ in  June. She seem ed not only willing,-^but quite eag er,  

to help on that and said, "The Radcliffe  g i r ls a re  m y g ir l^ ’ . And m ost  

p rec io us of a l l ,  I did have a li tt le  time with Dr. Hurst, who is r e a l ly  

ecstatic  with Lyndon's state of health, state of mind, and the w ay he has 

acted as P res id en t - but who v e r y  much wants him to lose 2 O pounds - and 

who wants, m os t of a l l ,  not have to be the doctor who gets questioned by
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the colum nist! and by the re p o r te r s .


