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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, A p r i l  19, 1964

It was a g lo r iou s ly  beautiful day, with the garden at perfection . 

We'd asked Secre ta ry  and M rs . Dillon to go to St. M ark 's  to church 

with us, and when Am bassador Stevenson came over  about 10:15 in the 

morning, to talk a l it t le  business, we sort o f abducted him and took 

him along too.

Lynda B ird  w a s with us and Luci, late as usual, slipped into

the pew,^about f ive  minutes a fte r  we had gotten in. B i l l  Baxter l ived

I
up to m y expectations: It ’ s is just the sort of place I 'd  like to take 

Am bassador Stevenson to. Coming in from  church, Lyndon waved to 

a l l  the tourists at the gate, even stuck out his hand and shook hands with 

a few  o f them. Ad la i had to leave  right away, but the D i l lo n s  stayed 

fo r  lunch and the M c N a m a ra s  joined us. F ir s t  we had a good walk in 

the garden, much to the delight of Him and Her, who rom ped a ll  around 

us, jumped and down - it probably w i l l  cost me eight do llars  in cleaning 

b il ls ,  but rem inded me so much of dear Dog that i t was worth it.

We swam, and I was surprised  to learn  that Phy lis  had never seen the 

pool b e fo re .  Then had a late, good lunch. The ladies gave me some 

good advice about m y  combination dressing room and o ff ice ; and then it 

began to cloud up and rain so that the men could not play go lf  a fte r  all.

>■ ,
A fte r  our guests le ft  Lyndon l a y  down fo r  a nap, and I faced

the prospect o f te lling B ern i e  goodbye. He came in to see m e, v e r y  

ta ll and slim  and sad, told me sim ply  that he and Lynda B ird  had
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d ec id ed  no t to  see  e a c h  o th e r  an y m o re  u n til C h r is tm a s ,  an d  th en  they

would se e  if  they  w an ted  to  g e t b ack  to g e th e r  a g a in , fo r  d a te s ,  if  n o t

to be engaged . He s a id  i t  had  b een  b rew in g  fo r  so m e tim e  and  th ey  only

w ish  they  h a d  done i t  e a r l i e r  b e ca u se  th e y 'd  gone th ro u g h  a  lo t  of h e a r ta c h e .c I I  k n o w /^ fo T m e i^ il^ s p a  b e c a u s e  I  lik e  him

and  r e s p e c t  h im  so m u ch , and  b e ca u se  he i s  going^back to  th a t cold*

g re y  sh ip , a l l  s te e l ,  a n d  Lynda B ird  w ill s tay  h e re  to  w a r m th ,^ ^ d  f a m i l y , - ^ ^

and e x c ite m e n t. A nd m y  h e a r t  a ch es  fo r  h im . As he s ta r te d  to s te p

in to  the e le v a to r ,  I  re a c h e d  up and k is s e d  h im  goodbye. I 'm  no t a t  a l l

s u re  th a t h e 's  gone ou t o f o u r liv e s  b u t I th ink , th a t fo r  now , th is  i s  the

b e s t .

L iater the V a len tits  ^nd  the  B U sbys' cam e  o v e r  to s e e  u s .  We 

ta lk ed  s ta f f  b u s in e s s  a n d  w ent to bed  e a r ly .
I

I  h a d  tak en  B e rn %  in  to te l l  Lyndon goodbye b u t 1 had  le f t  

b e fo re  he r e a l ly  go»4« A fte rw a rd s ,. 'I  w as p le a s e d  to  h e a r  Lyndon say  

how m an fu lly  he  b e h av e d  and  to  know how m u ch  i t  r e a l ly  m a t te r e d  to 

Lyndon. I w an t h im  to  know and  s h a re  som e of th o se  l i t t le  g i r ^ s  * 

h e a r ta c h e s , and  th e i r  jo y s .
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