
Mondayp A p r i l  20, 1964

This was another big day. Up ea r ly  about 6:30, d r e s s, read 

the speech two or three m ore  t im es, jo in L i z  and go the a irport ,  where 

we got on a c om m erc ia l  United A ir l in e r  to C leveland, to make the speech 

at the Y W C A  convention. Because we w ere  going to see a housing 

deve lopm ent,/^specia lly  planned fo r  old people, we had asked M arie  

M agu ire, head o f the Public Housing Adm in istration , to go along with 

us, and Dr. T ra v e l l - -  she’ s in terested  in the study o f g e r ia t r ic s - - and 

Ann Ce lebreeze, her husband being Secre tary  o f Health, Education and 

W elfa re , -~a nd a lso  the fo rm e r  M ayor of C leveland. ‘ It was a bumpy, 

seat-belt, grey-soup flight from  beginning to end, and about an hour out 

of Washington*, something happened- - it 's  the m ost fr ightening thing I 

have known in an airp lane. Suddenly there was a loud explosion, 

d irec t ly  behind us. M y mind went back im m ed ia te ly  to Novem ber 22nd - 

I thought this is it. I wondered whether we would go down fast, o r  whether 

we would have a chance to glide down, but I  - and probably everybody e lse  - 

rem ained  glued to m y seat, not wanting to be the f i r s t  to c ry  fr igh t, L iz ,  

bounded across  the a is le  and snuggled up by Dr, T r a v e l l  exactly  like a 

kitten seeking the f i r e  - and Dr, T r a v e l l ’s sm ile was so broad and 

reassuring . Ann reached for her beads and I reached fo r  Ann' s other 

hand. The litt le  hostess came down the a is le , clutching the seats as the 

plane lurched along i t 's  way, and said - " I t  was just ligh tening, w e 'r e  

a lr igh t ,"  There  was just 20 minutes m ore  be fo re  we got into C leveland,
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to  f ind that the ce il ing  was 300 feet,  the minimum - that the a irport  

had been c losed  fo r  s eve ra l hours be fore  we got there, until some 15 

or 20 minutes be fo re  we a rr iv ed .  With what eager r e l i e f  our fee t 

touched the g r o u n d - . I  wondered i f  anybody e ls e 's  mind went back to 

Novem ber 22nd at that loud crash of noise.

A fte rw ards , reports  var ied . Some said they saw a ball 

o f  f i r e  r o l l  down the a is le ; others said they saw a flash o f blue-white 

light that seem ed to go through the plane; others said they saw it 

dancing on the w ings. I think they fina lly  decided there w ere  two 

s tr ik es of lightning, but that we w ere  never rea l ly  in any serious 

danger.

We w ere  w e lcom ed  quickly by M ayor Lock e r, an ’ walking 

through puddles o f w ater , hurried  into cars and set o ff fo r  the R iv e r v ie w  

Golden Age  Center. H ere  I  spent over  an hour, learn ing what it 's  

like to be old and poor/, and l iv e  in a public housing development, and [for] 

many o f them, i t 's  the best they e ve r  had.

Opened last D ecem ber, it was s t il l raw and cold, and stee ly  

looking. But when the planting gets done, it w i l l  be softened considerably.

M r s E rnest Gohen, d ire c to r  of the C leveland Hous ing Authority, 

and M r, Ned Lask, d irec to r  of this place its e l f ,  took me through. At 

^  present, it houses about 600 ambulatory o lder p e r sons.  Many  of them

w ere  lining the w a lls  as we walked through and I stopped and shook hands
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with a ll  that I could reach^_ obviously  d ressed  up fo r  the occasion ,
t

women outnumbering men rem arkab ly . We went to a c ra ft  room  where 

there w are woven a r t i c l e s, paintings (some of them quite good), c e ra m ics ,  

a r t i f ic ia l  f low e rs ,  passed by a ca fe te r ia ,  that they a re  going to manage 

them selves . Th e re  was a l it t le  exchange with one old lady who said 

something like this. ”  When I  go away to v is i t  m y  ch ildren , l ' m always 

so glad to get back h ere .  "

We stopped in the R ecrea t ion  room , where the Golden Age 

Glee Club was re'hearsing a song. When the Red, Red Robin Com es 

 ̂ Bob,Bob, Bobbing A long . And then, they brought out a b ig  b irthday cake,

- which was fo r  a l l  the people having b irthdays that m on th, in A p r i l .
-
c j f ,  , • happened that this v e r y  day, A p r i l  20, was Ann C e le b r e e z e ’ s birthday,

y a-nd so she cut the cake while they sang happy birthday to her. And

■ a n d  t h e n   s e v e ra l  m ore  w ere  in troduced, thr ee m ore  whose actual b irthday
^

it was. I  shook hands with them and gave them a l it t le  print of the 

White House and le f t  some m ore  p r in ts on the table fo r  the others. There  

was one unusual couple, a 97 yea r  old negro  woman, v e r y  placid, and 

age less  in the face , as so many e ld e r ly  negroes a re ,  and her daughter, 

who must have been, I  suppose, in her seven ties . And then when I  went 

up to shake hands with the pianist, I s im ply  stuck out m y  hands and,

 ̂ recogn iz ing  that she did not know who I was, I  said, " I 'm  Lady  B ird

 ̂ Johnson and we thank you fo r  your music. " Only then did I  r e a l iz e  that
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she was blind. The whole thing was dreadfu lly  pathetic, the room so

co lo r le ss  and bare, but then I  do not know the l i fe  from  which they came,

I hope some Junior League or Woman’ s Club w i l l  get into the act and make 

it their p ro jec t  to brighten up this p lace. There  are  enough good m agazines 

and books and pictures that many fam ilies have and can't use, that a re  such 

a surplus and could make such a d if fe rence  here.

Next, we went to the W e ll  E ld e r ly  C lin ic , which is a joint 

endeavor b etween the Lutheran Hospita l located c lose  by, and the Golden 

Age Center i t self, with exce llen t assistance from  a HEW  grant and the 

C leve land Hous ing Authority. Th is C lin ic w i l l  attempt to keep a l l  the 

inhabitants of this building w e l l^  that is , check them regu la r ly  and give 

them a l l  the help they can because when they a re  bed-r idden  or requ ire  

nursing attention, they can no longer  l ive  in this housing area . And 

what a shadow that must be hanging over  them.

F ina lly  I saw the m ost inte resting thing o f a ll, I went into one

o f the l it t le  apartments and m e t a M r. and M rs . Skipper there. M r s .

_ 'a> ‘ =' A
Skipper^in a w heelcha ir , in her 80 's, but beaming broad ly ; her  neighbor 

nearby from  another floor^^ she explained to me that her neighbor cam e 

by e v e ry  day and vacuumed and defrosted  the icebox when it needed a nd 

helped out in e v e ry  way. And we talked about how good it was to have 

good neighbors, and she said, "M r s .  Johnson, this is a l it t le  bit of
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9 ^  . .
heaven to us.**'^ We l iv ed  i n our son 's home be fore  and it was so crowded. " 

When I looked at the sparseness o f the furniture and the two sm all room s,

I thought, what a g race of God that she could describe  it as a l it t le  bit of
f

heaven. She said that they had m oved  there with nothing, that everyth ing, 

the furniture that is , was given to her. H er pastor, she said, had given 

her the sofa. W ell, this is actually m y f i r s t  v iew  into one of our b igges t 

prob lem s today. Th ere  are 18 m il l ion  Americans who a re  m ore  than 65 

y e a r s old, and o f them a great many have m eager  financial resou rces , and 

are  going to be looking fo r  a place like this to l iv e .

F rom  the Golden Age Center I  went to the Sheraton-C leveland 

Hotel fo r  lunch, given by M rs . E lizabeth  M arve l ,  P res id en t o f the YW C A , 

a v e r y  attractive  luncheon, small, with only the National o f f ic e rs  of the 

Y W C A ,  t he P res id en t o f the four reg ions, the w ife  of the m ayor-- M rs . 

L ocker ,  and our own party, M rs . C e leb ree ze ,  Dr. T r a v e l l , M ar ie  M agu ire ,
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One of the outstanding o f f ic e rs  was a negro. This organ ization  

. 9has had a d r ive  o f long-“standing fo r  rea l  integration.

A fte r  the luncheon I  went to m y own specia l t r ia l - that is , the 

moment when I  was to make a speech. It was be fore  the National conven-

tion o f the YW C A , meeting in the c ity  where it began 44 years  agc^ and 

there was some 2 or 3 thousand women f i l l in g  the hall as I  walked in. I 

^  would rate the speech about "B " ;  there w ere  some good thoughts in it and

it began with some good identification with the YW C A . . . Luci takes h e r  

l i fesav ing  lessons there; and I  opened the International Food Fa ir ;  and then
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to that W orld  Fe llowsh ip  Serv ice  at National Cathedral where young women 

from  70 countries m arched  in, ca rry ing  their f lags . But I haven 't r ea l ly  

l iv ed  the Y W C A  so I couldn't talk about it as it deserved  to be talked about.

I guess I went just because I assumed m y presence was useful 

to them. To m e, the center of the speech w a s a sentence that spoke 

about . . . th irty years  ago, a P res iden t could stand up and say, ' One 

third of us are i l l-c lo th ed , i l l - fe d ,  and il l-housed. Now today the statistic 

we f igh t/has  shrunk to on e - f i f th . ' The center o f the speech w a s  Lyndon's 

war on poverty , and i t 's  easy to make the Y W C A  a part o f that. Th ey 've  

been,a long time. And then, the only possib le new aspect o f the speech 

was some statistics on how our country is turning into an urban society; 

that the annual growth o f the m a jo r  c it ies  in this country is  8% g rea te r  than 

the growth of the total population; that we are  just becom ing c ity  dw e lle rs .  

And i f  the city  is a jungle, the child m ay turn out to be a w o lf  cub. So‘ 

i t 's  up to us - is a l l  the c it izens , women in particu lar, to make our 

c it ies  clean, functional and beautiful.

U "
The theme o f the convention itse lf ,  matched us to this hour,

was a m agnificent concept. I ’ d say I got through it fa i r ly  good - and met 

a lot of hard working people who are  trying to make, this a better country  - 

and I 'm  glad i f  I served  them.

We had to say a hurried  goodbye to the Y W C A  i n o rd e r to go to
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a  3 o 'c lo ck  reception  at the Hopkins M ote l, which A nn C e leb reeze  was 

g iv ing in o rd er  fo r  me to m eet the outstanding w om en-doers  o f C leveland. 

It seemed there w ere  some 3 or 4 hundred o f them and as each one came by 

m e, Ann,  at m y side, gave a general, quick, thumb-nail sketch of them.
I

Underneath that p lacid  e x te r io r  th ere ’ s a good deal o f ab ility . One of 

the nicest things about this trip,/ was getting to know her better .

The moment the reception  was over  came the decis ion  -How

2  —
w ere  we go ing back to Washington. The weather was s t i l l  m arg ina l g rey ,

foggy , maybe we would land in Washington by a plane, or maybe w e  would 

have to go on to Richmond or Philadelphia. The United A ir l in e  rep re sen -

tatives w ere  encouraging but by no m eans p e rsuasive that I  take it by 

plane. I  decided it would be a lot m ore  of an adventure, and a lot m o re

I Ire lax ing to go home by bus or car ] and so J e r ry  K ivett (bless him'*), got

the n ecessa ry  four o r  f ive  cars  together- -because there w ere  s t i l l  a great

many newspaper women with us- -borrow ad some blankets and p illows from

the m ote l, got a tray o f sandwiches and other supplies, and we w ere  ready

to leave by car in about 20 minutes, getting o f f  at something like 4:30.

I started out with Ann C e leb ree ze  and M arie  M agu ire , and on 
ri/

the w a y/ lea rn ed  a lot m ore  from  M arie  about the pecu liar demands of the 

housing fo r  the e ld er ly^  that there are  a lot of safety dev ices^unused  in 

o rd inary  housing, that instead o f door knobs they 're  l ik e ly  to use le v e rs  

because a rth r it ic  hands can handle them better. . .That they like the
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recrea t ion  room s to be on the ground f loo r ,  rather than on the top f loo r ,  

no m atter how beautiful the v iew  may be from  up there. But the laundry 

room turns out to be one o f the m ost conviv ia l centers  because everybody 

had to do their laundry - and even i f  they don't have a d ress  that they can 

fe e l  d ressed  up enough to go to the parties , they 'l l  a lways show up two 

places/ the laundry room  and the room where you go to wait fo r  your m ail. 

M a il is one of the m ost important events of the day - sounds like girls 

boarding school.

M ar ie  has spent her l i fe  in public housing and has gotten to be 

quite an authority on it, having produced in San Antonio a m odel public 

housing unit that brought her to national prom inence.

G rey  and d ism al as the whole thing looks to m e, from  the 

vantage point of 50 and plenty, it  is a segment o f l i fe  that many o f us must 

know m ore  about and do m ore  about in the years  to come.

The tr ip  back was fun. Whenever we would stop fo r  gas, w e 'd  

switch passengers . I  rode with F rances L e w ine and Helen Thomas, with 

s e ve ra l of the newspaper people and f ina lly  wound up with L i z  and Dr, 

T ra v e l l , at which time I  put the p illows behind m e, cuddled under the 

blankets, got m y se l f  a  glass op  re freshm ent and settled down to a half 

s leep. But that was long a fte r  we had stopped at a Howard Johnson fo r
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____ Quite an entourage we made - some 20 of us and we had

gotten a private room . L a te r  on I  heard that when a reserva t ion  was

w 'f
made fo r  M rs .  Johnson, and somebody told the w a itress  that that was 

the P res id en t ’ s w ife , she assumed that it was the w ife  of the P res id en t

I
of Howard Johnson - and she gave us espec ia l ly  good se rv ic e !  W hile 

there I ca lled  Lyndon, told him we w ere  a lr ight. And he said, " I  

w asn 't  too happy to see that when asked what you thought about, you 

said that you w ere  so glad that you had spent a lot of time on Sunday with 

Lynda and Luc i - you didn't mention that I  came in at 6:00 o 'c lo ck  this 

morning to have break fast with you, 'somehow because I  had a presentim ent 

that something was going to happen !” So he had. I  had tr ied  to spare 

him waking up ea r ly  by staying in m y own room .

Somewhere along the way, we began to have car trouble. The 

car began to wheeze and cough and we thought - this is the last straw  - i f  

the car breaks down and we have to take a bus!  But - we stopped in a 

l itt le  f i l l in g  station, I  think it was in B reezew ood , Pennsylvania, and a ll 

it took was rep lacing a fuel f i l t e r  - and about f ive  minutes time. And

then drove on in, s leep ily , to Washington, a r r iv in g  about 1:20. So it a l l

q/
wound u p/by  making just a good anecdote and learn ing to fe e l  r ea l ly  c lo ser  

to Ann C e leb ree ze  and M ar ie M aguire, than I  would have under o rd inary  

c ircum stances.
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Lyndon too,^had had h is adventures that day. He had been to 

¥  New Y o rk   and had taken with him, on A i r  F o rce   Number One, the 88 year 

old father o f Congressm an Jake P ick le ,  fo r  his f i r s t  airplane ride - v e r y  

much to the delight of the p ress . And a typical Lyndon gesture !

I ' l l  have to w r ite  an extra  nice thank you to whoever lent us 

those cars  yesterday, to ride around in C leve land  They probably thought 

the cars  would be gone about an hour and trave l about 20 m ile s .  Actually  

they w ere  gone some 18 hours and must have trave led  some 800 m iles .

I guess I ' l l  say - " A  funny thing happened on the way to the tea party. "

I ' l l  rem em ber  A p r i l  20 as one of the big days.
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