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Today there was a delightful article about Warrie Lynn Smith by Frances Lewine about her life 
in the White House. If I can get through my time here as well as Warrie Lyrm can with the press. 
I’d be lucky. She is so gentle and gay and sensible.

[This portion precedes Page 1 of the April 21, 1964 transcript.]



W A S H I N G T O N

T u e s day, A p r i l  21, 1964

A ctu a lly ,  I s le p t  like  one d r u g g e d ^ u n t i l  about 11 o 'c lo c k ,  and could

have had a  v e r y  e a sy day, i f  I hadn 't, m y  s e l f, long ag o , told everybody

that I w anted to s ee the 4-H  y o u n g s te r s  when they ca m e  to town.

So about 11:30, I b eg a n  m y  day with a  ta lk  with B e s s ,  about the M ay

7th tea , fo r  a l l  of the A r t s  p eo p le , which lo o m s  ah ead  of m e  a s  one of

the few things I 've  e v e r  r e g a r d e d  with s e r io u s  awe and in ad eq u acy .

And then there  w as  John  C onnelly , in the w e s t  h a ll ,  with Lyndon,

S e c r e t a r y  R u sk , S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a ,  and M cG eo rge  Bundy. They w ere

there  for  lunch. I had a  s h e r r y  with them .

John w as  up to t e s t i fy  b e fo re  the C h ie f  Ju s t ic e 's  C o m m it te e  about h is

own m e m o r ie s  o f N ov em b er  22nd. He and N e l l ie ,  both of them , did it.

H is hand w as out of the s l in g ,  which I h e a r t i ly  d isa p p ro v e d  of b e c a u s e  h e ’ s

going to have to u se  it. I 'm  a f r a id ,  during  the ca m p a ig n ,  u n le s s  he k e e p s  it

in that s l in g .  He lo o k s  so  h an d so m e , and r e a l ly  quite w ell, but v e r y  g re y .

I kept it  to m y s e l f --  what I th o u g h t ,w h e n  that loud b l a s t  went off in  the

p lan e , but I w as  v e r y  co gn izan t  of what John s a id  in an  in terv iew , about the

21 gun sa lu te  to E r h a r d  in D e c e m b e r ,  and how it a lm o s t  shook h is  n e r v e s

u n b e arab ly ,  s t ro n g  m an  that he i s .

Then  a t  2 o 'c lo c k ,  I went down to the B lue R o o m  to ^ g r e e t  the 200 4-H

y o u n g s te r s ;  four fro m  each  s ta te ,  s e le c te d  f o r  their  outstanding q u a l i t ie s  

of a c h ie v e m e n t  and c it iz e n sh ip ,  fo r  this convention t r ip  to W ashington.
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The p a r ty  got off to a  l iv e ly  s t a r t , /w h e n  Him and H e r ,  being petted  

by L u c i  on h er  re tu rn  fro m  sch oo l,  e lu ded  h e r ,  d a sh e d  into the E a s t
r

R o o m , 'w h e r e  the d e le g a te s  to the co n fe ren ce  w ere  a s s e m b le d ,  r a c e d  

through the ro o m , with L u c i  in hot p u r su it ,  w ear in g  bobby so c k s  and 

lo a f e r s ,  and with a  r a in c o a t  b illow ing out behind h e r .  (Not a  v e r y  p re tty  

s igh t) . She caught them , tucked one u n der  each  a r m  and m ad e  off with 

them.

With d e l ic io u s  good luck , I had happened to ch oo se  m y g re e n  s i lk  

d r e s s  to w e a r ,  found that a l l  of the g i r l s  w ere  in the g re e n  four H u n ifo rm .

uF i r s t ,  I m e t  the l e a d e r s :  Ann W ill ia m s  of A ngl e ton, T e x a s , who 

/Tv, gave  m e a  le a th e r  bound vo lum e of the re p o r t  to the Nation by 4-H , And

R on ald  K e y e s  of K a n s a s ,  who had a  h an d som e p a i r  of s t i r r u p  booken ds for  

Lyndon. And Lynda C u r t i s  o f  V erm o n t,  who gave  m e  a  p ap erw eigh t  with 

a  4-H  em b lem  on it. And C lau d ia  T r u e x  of Indiana, who gave  m e a  g r e a t  

b ig  bouquet of white c a r n a t io n s .  Ja n e  F r e e m a n  r e c e iv e d  with m e .  E v ery b o d y  

knew h er  b e c a u se  she h ad  b een  with them throughout the co n fe re n ce .

A c tually , there  w ere  so m e  220 4 - H 's  and 120 s p o n s o r s ^  I g u e s s footing 

the b i l l  fo r  the t r i p , c e r t a i n l y  g iv e s  them the r igh t to jo in  in on .anything nice 

that h ap p en s .  F r o m  re a d in g  the ir  b a d g e s  I  j u dge that they a r e  the e x e c u t iv e s 

of the c o m p a n ie s^ 'th a t  would have so m e  b e a r in g  on the l iv e s  o f 4-H  p eo p le ,  

l ike  the C o a te s th read  peop le .

And then a l l  the county hom e d e m o n stra t io n  a g e n ts ,  and a g r ic u l t u r a l  

ex ten s io n  people  fro m  c o l le g e s  l ike  T e x a s  A&M.
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I fo llow ed  them on into the State  Dining Room  w here they w ere  having 

punch and c o o k ie s .  They s ee m e d  to like  the b ro w n ie s  that Z ephyr m ad e  

the b e s t

MEMORANDUM \  >

T a lk e d  to s e v e r a l  g ro u p s  of them and thought what a  fine bunch of
/

young fo lk s  they w e re  and how g lad  I am  that 20% of their  m em b ^ ;rsh i p ^ i s 

now re a ch in g  into u rb an  liv in g , s in ce  w e, no happy thought to m e ,  a r e  

c e a s in g  to be an a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  r u r a l  country , and turning into an u rb an , 

indu s t r i a l  country .

T hey  w ere  w h o leso m e and fine , and I 'm  g lad  I had them , even  i f

•>I ’ d have been up until 3 o ’ c lo c k  the night b e fo r e .

I le ft  them to go downs t a i r s  to m e e t  the group  of five  s tu den ts  of V ^
A '

the L ib e r ty  School of B r a in t r e e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  T h e ir  c l a s s m a t e s  had 

g a th e re d  toge th er ,  c o l le c te d  trad in g  s t a m p s  and f in an ced  tr”ip fo r  these  

youngsterSi^" to W ashington, What a  country  we a r e  - so  m uch  c o m p a s s io n ,  

so  m uch  in t e r e s t ,  i t ’ s s t i l l  a  C in d ere lla  s o r t  of country]

Lyndon s t r o l le d  in - looking for  me - and so  they a l l  got to m e e t  him 

too.

T h e ir  te a c h e r ,  a  n eg ro , w as  M r s .  Woods P ittm a n , who of course^,- 

taught them in brail?*'^

N ext, I went qu ick ly  u p s t a i r s   a  l it t le  p r iv a te  chat with M r s .  E d .

Cape fro m  San  M a r c o s ,  and two of h er  f r ie n d s ,  M r s .  C a m p  and M r s .  E v a n s ,

both up h ere  for  the DAR convention. I had a sk e d  M r s .  C ape  to come and to 

b r in g  h er  f r ie n d s ,  and com e to the 4-H  tea  b e c a u se  it would be the only
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chance I*d have to v i s i t  with h e r .  We r e m in i s c e d  about the days  o f  '37 and 

the ensuing e igh t or  ten y e a r s ,  in San M a r c o s ,  old c a m p a ig n s ,  that c r y s tal 

c l e a r  San M a r c o s  r iv e r ,  the c a m p , the w onderfu l w eekends we spent th ere . 

She ta lked  about Lyndon standin g , sh av in g  in the m idd le  o f  the s t r e a m ,  while

____^  V ^
we l i s te n e d  to a poet fro m  som e lo n g -a g o  p o l i t ic a l  c am p a ig n .  . .F a m ily  new s

\
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o f h er  daughter M ary  L o u ise  and b a n k e r - so n , Bob . And d e a r  M r. E ddie  

who had  en te red  that shadow  land, of l in ger in g  on in l i fe ,  with h is  sw ift, ab le  

m ind gone.
. • , d (L -
r i f i t O U  ■>

And then I s a id  goodby and A m b a s s a d o r  and M r s .  H a s b e r g 'c a m e  fo r  a

fa r e w e l l  v i s i t  to m e .  If I don 't  w atch o u t .  I 'm  going to get tea po ison in g , 

|A |  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  e a s y  to have five or  s ix  s e s s i o n s  of it in one day]

We had a  good v is i t ,^ a m o n g  the e a s i e s t  to know am ong the d ip lom atic  

c o rp ,  b « t  I’m so  s o r r y  to s a y  goodby to them . She s a y s  she *11 le a v e  a  p a r t  

of h er  h e a r t  behind in T e x a s .

I ta lked  about m y t r ip  to L u x e m b o u rg  - I told them that s u r e ly  we ‘ d be 

m e e tin g  on their  t r ip s  b a ck  o r  o u r s  o ver  th ere .

Then a f te r  they le ft ,  there  w as  an hour or  two of w ork  on m a i l .  > • L a te  

d inner with Lyndon. The r e a d  and f i le  envelope to go through, the u n re ad  

n e w sp a p e r  to go through the a r t i c l e s ,  and then to bed .

I got along a l r ig h t  in the C le v e lan d  s t o r i e s .  It ju s t  sounded like the 

gay  ad ven tu re  that it w a s .

S
E v e r y  night Lyndon and I ta lk  about w hat ’ s happening to the r a i l r o a d
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n e g o t ia to r s  and we look  o ver  tow ard the E O B  and I know how m uch  i s  

hanging in the b a lan c e  fo r  h im .

How can  I p o s s ib ly  sa y  fo r  h im , when i t ' s  r e a l ly  fo r  the country  

that i t s  hanging in the b a la n c e ?
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