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T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  23, 1964

T h is  day  b e g a n  w ith  th o se  n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e ,  a  t r i p  to the b e a u ty  

p a r l o r ,  and  th en  one to the d e n t i s t ,  in  the  b a s e m e n t  of the  W hite H o u se ,  f o r  

X r a y s ,

And th en  a  long  h o u r  in  the  Q u e e n 's  S it ting  R o o m ^ w i t h  M r .  W es t ,

J im  K e tchum  an d  B e s s ,  to d i s c u s s  the  a g en d a  of the c o m m i t t e e  fo r  the 

P r e s e r v a t i o n  of the  W hite H o u se ,  o n  M ay 7 th .- ,
f

A nd l a t e r  on in  the  a f te rn o o n ,  fo r  the  w h o le ,  blanket^ o v e r - a l l  te a ,

to w h ich  I h a d  in v i te d  the  m e m b e r s  of M r s . K e n n e d y 's  F in e  A r t s  C o m m it te e ,

P a in t in g  C o m m it te e ,  A d v is o ry  C o m m it te e ,  L i b r a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  p lu s  the

p r e s e n t  W hite  H ouse  P r e s e r v a t io n  C o m m i t t e e .  M r .  W es t ,  w h o se  t i t le  of

C h ie f  U s h e r  is  s im p ly  a  m a s k ,  i s a  c h ie f  r e p o s i t o r y  of i n f o r m a t io n  a n d

e x p e r i e n c e  an d  a l s o ,  fo r  m e ,  of a d v ic e ,  of anybody  a r o u n d  the p la c e .  I th ink ,
te l l

in  a  c o u r t ,  he  w ou ld  b e  c a l l e d  the  H ead  C h a m b e r l a i n .  And I often  L y n d o n ,

" If  he l e a v e s ,  I l e a v e ,  ”

I a lm o s t  h a v e  to lau g h  a t  m y s e l f ,  w hen  I th in k  of a l l  the g ro u p s  we h av e  

h ad  h e r e ,  the on ly  one th a t  I h av e  r e a l l y  r e g a r d e d  w ith  aw e an d  n e rv o u s  

u n c e r t a in ty ,  is  th is  A r t  g ro u p .  I in te n d  to w o r k  v e r y  h a r d  on ed u c a t in g  

m y s e l f  b e tw e e n  now an d  M ay 7 th , a b o u t  th em  an d  w h a t h a s  b e e n  done .

A f te r  th is  m e e t in g ,  I s ig n e d  a  lo t  of m a i l ,  an d  d r e s s e d  ju s t  in  t im e  to 

ju m p  on the c h o p p e r ,  w ith  L yndon , h ead in g  f o r  A n d re w s ,  on o u r  w ay  to C h icag o
I

Lfo r  a  fund r a i s in g  d in n e r ,  a t  w h ich  L yndon  h a d  b l i thely  p r o m i s e d  m y  p r e s e n c e  

to M ay o r  D a ley, one of h is  f a v o r i te  p e o p le .
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At the  a i r p o r t  we w e re  m e t  by  M a y o r  a n d  M r s D a l y .  In a  w ay , h e ’ s 

a  v e r y  a r c h  type of p o l i t i c a l  b o s s ,  ru d d y  fa c e d ,  e m a n a t in g  e f f ic ie n c y  an d  

f r i e n d l i n e s s , a  m o s t  e n g ag in g  m a n ,  w ith  a  b e a u t i fu l  w ife  an d  a  h e a l th y ,  C a th o l ic  

s iz e d  fa m i ly .

And a t  the  a i r p o r t  w a s  the s t a r  of the day , K athy  B a k e r ,  s e v e n  y e a r s  

o ld , who h a d  w r i t t e n  L y n d o n  e a r l i e r / t h a t  she  w is h e d  he w ou ld  s e t t le  th a t  

r a i l r o a d  s t r i k e  b e c a u s e  she  w a n te d  h e r  g r a n d m o th e r  to c o m e  and  se e  h e r  h av e  

h e r  f i r s t  c o m m u n io n  - an d  i f  the  t r a i n s  d id n ’ t ru n ,  h e r  g r a n d m o th e r  c o u ld n ’t 

c o m e .  L yndon  h a d  r e a d  h e r  l e t t e r  o v e r  n a t io n a l  TV  l a s t  n ig h t ,  so  th a t  m u c h  

of A m e r i c a  h a d  c o m e  to know who K athy  B a k e r  w a s .  She w a s  r ig h t  ou t of
i

a  b an d b o x , a l l  d r e s s e d  up , w ith  h e r  m o th e r  and  daddy , a t  the  a i r p o r t  to m e e t  

u s .  And L yndon  knew  ju s t  e x a c t ly  w h a t  to do ab o u t i t  - p ic k  h e r  up  in  h i s a r m s ,  

hug  h e r ,  a s k  h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  w h ile  the  c a m e r a m e n  f e l l  o v e r  e a c h  o th e r  in  d e l ig h t ,  

going f l a s h ,  f l a s h ,  f l a s h .  J u s t  the  s o r t  o f  a  s t o r y  th is  s t r a n g e  c o u n t ry  of o u r s  

lo v e s !

I ro d e  in to  tow n w ith  M r s .  D a le y  a n d  M r s .  K e r n e r ,  the  w ife  of the 

young a n d  h a n d s o m e  g o v e r n o r .  She i s  the d a u g h te r  of the  f o r m e r  m a y o r  of 

C h ic ag o ,  w ho  w as  w ith  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  in  F l o r i d a  on the  s tand - - ( I c an n o t 

r e m e m b e r  the  m a y o r ’ s nam e r ig h t  n o w / |w h e n  the w o u ld -b e  a s s a s s i n  f i r e d  a  

b u l le t  a t  R o o s e v e l t  and h i t  i n s t e a d  the m a y o r  - C e r m a k ,  th a t  w a s  h i s  n a m e  -  and killed him.



MEMORANDUM

TH E  W H IT E  HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T h u r s day , A p r i l  23, 1964 P a g e  3

Ou r  s u i te  a t  the C o n ra d  H il to n  w as  a  v e r y  lo v e ly  one , a n d  if  I ’m n o t  

m i s t a k e n   the  sam e one th a t  N eva  an d  W e s le y  h a d  a t  the  c o n v en t io n  in  

1956, to w h ich  we f r e q u e n t ly  r e p a i r e d  a s  o u r  h id e -a w a y ,  w ith  a  b e a u t i fu l

v iew  of the la k e .  T h is  a f f lu e n t  s o c ie ty  h a s  p ro d u c e d  no m o r e  lo v e ly  a p a r tm e n t ,  

th a t  I know of.

T h e r e  w a s  the  u s u a l  r e c e p t io n  fo r  the h e a d  ta b le  g u e s t s .  I  w o re  m y

r e d  s i lk  ev en in g  d r e s s  w ith  the  l i t t l e  b i t  of a  f a n ta i l  t r a i n ,  w h ich  p ro v e d  to be

a  b a d  id e a ,  in  th a t  v a s t  c ro w d .  I w as  a lw ay s  t ry in g  to r e s c u e  i t  f r o m  the

g e n t le m e n  w a lk in g  ju s t  b e h in d  m e .

T o  m e  (and i t  m u s t  h av e  b e e n  to m a n y )  the  a i r  w a s  fu l l  of the s o r t  of

e up h o r ia  of su c c e s s ^  the end  of the  r a i l r o a d  s t r ik e .  If you cou ld  m a k e  a  g ra p h  
A

of th is  A d m in i s t r a t io n ,  p e r h a p s  th is  w ould  be  a  s o r t  of a  p e a k .  How long i t  

w i l l  be  m a in ta in e d we s h a l l  s e e ,

Anyth in g  r u n  b y  M a y o r  D a le y  i s   w e l l  ru n  - a n d  th is  w a s .  T he  h a l l  w a s  

v e r y  fu l l ,  th in g s  m o v e d  by  c lo c k - w o r k .

S e n a to r  P a u l  D o u g la s |  i n t r o d u c e d  L yndon  and  s o m e h o w  t h a t  a lw a y s  

to u c h e s  m e ,  b e c a u s e  they  c o u ld n ' t  be  f a r t h e r  a p a r t ,  p o le s  a p a r t ,  in  w ay  of 

o p e r a t io n ,  a n d  y e t  t h e r e ’ s a  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t  b e tw e e n  th e m , and  I  a lw a y s  l ik e  

S e n a to r  D o u g la s 's  in t r o d u c t io n s  of L y ndon . I t ' s  h a p p e n e d  now  two o r  th r e e  

t i m e s .

F i l l in g  h is  p r o m i s e  to M ay o r  D a le y to the l a s t  io ta ,  L yndon  h a d  a s k e d  

m e  to ge t up a n d  m a k e  a  l i t t l e  t in y  s p e e c h ,  w h ich  I d id  - one page  -  r a t h e r  

u n c o m fo r ta b ly ,  b e c a u s e  h u m o r  i s  n e v e r  m y  f o r t e ,  n o r  i s  a  h a l l  w ith  4000



MEMORANDUM

TH E  W H IT E  HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  23 , 1964 P a g e  4
n / '  1

peop le  in  i t /  m y  a u d ie n c e .  B ut s o m e t im e s  i t ' s  e a s y  to do w h a t L yndon  a s k s ,^ - '^  

r a t h e r  than  e x p la in  to  h im  w hy you th in k  i t  i s  in a p p r o p r ia t e  .

L yndon  took  l i t t l e  t im e  out in h i s  s p e e c h ^ t o  b e r a t e  the  R e p u b l ic a n s ,

c a l l e d  f o r  u n ity ,  gave  p r a i s e to e v e ry b o d y  f o r  the s e t t l e m e n t  of the  r a i l r o a d  

s t r i k e ,  and  spoke  g low ing  of the  g r e a t  s o c ie ty  we co u ld  b u i ld  in  the n e x t  d e ca d e  

o r  so .

T h e  w hole  e v en in g ,  going in  a n d  out of the  h o te l ,  in  to the  d in n e r  a n d  

out, t h e r e  w e r e  l i n e s ,  l i n e s ,  l i n e s , a c r e s  of p e o p le ,  o u t s t r e t c h e d  h a n d s ,  w ith  

L yndon  sh ak in g  a s  m a n y  of th em  a s  he  c o u ld  reach,-^

On o u r  w ay  b a c k  to the  h o te l ,  in  a  p a r k ,  a  s o r t  of a  s q u a r e ,  a n d  r i g h t 

in  dow ntow n C h ic ag o ,  we saw  a  m o s t  d a z z l in g  f i r e w o r k s  d is p la y .  T h e r e  w as  

L y n d o n ’ s s i lh o u e t te  o u t l in e d ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  T e xa s h a t  a n d  t h e r e  w as  a  f l ag!

B a c k  a t  the  h o te l .  C lif f  C a r t e r ,  L iz  a n d  I s a t  a ro u n d  the l i t t l e  b r e a k f a s t

ro o m  fo r a  n ig h tc a p ,  an d  a  l i t t l e  -  r a t h e r  d i s q u ie t in g  - d i s c u s s io n  of the  

co n d i t io n  of the  N a t io n a l  D e m o c r a t i c  C o m m it te e .


