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This w i l l  be one of the b ig g est  days w e ’ l l  e v e r  l iv e  in this b u s in e ss .

It began at 5 ;30  in the C on rad  H ilton, with an e a r l y  b re a k fa s t ,  and then

d e p a r tu re  fo r  M eggs F ie ld ,  and a chopper to South Bend, Indiana.____ _

The f i r s t  stop,/"6n the f iv e  state  tou r/  that w ould take us to I l l in o is ,

y '
Indiana, a c r o s s  the Ohio^ to P e n n sy lv a n ia ,  down into W est V irg in ia ,  and 

f in a l ly ,  by  la te  night, back  to W ashington.

A s  we ro s e  above that g re a t  c ity  on the la k e ,  Chicago, in  the f r e s h n e s s  

of e a r ly  m orn in g , 7 o 'c loc k , i t w as  m ag n ificen t sight to see/^ f̂ts s te e l  p lan ts  

giving fo r th  v a s t  p lu m es of sm oke, som e w hite , som e g re y -b lu e ,  som e t e r r a ­

cotta  red . I'm su re  this would m ean  som ething to s te e l  m en  and they know  

what w as going on in those fu rn a c e s  b e low . To m e , it  w as  ju s t  a b eau tifu l

-A'
sight. T h ere  w e r e  huge  ships plying th e ir  w ay  a c r o s s  the lake be low  u s , and 

I w as  rem in d ed  of what M ayor D aley sa id - - that C hicago w as now the la r g e s t  

in land p o r t  in the United S ta te s .  F ive  y e a r s  ago it  had been  no p o rt  at a l l .

But v is io n  and daring  pl a nn in g / h a d  brought into b e i n g  this ch ild  of the St. 

L a w re n c e  w a te rw a y s ,  and now this g re a t  ship w as c a r r y in g  out l a r d  and wheat  

to E urope, and a l l  o v e r  the w o r ld ,  and o th er  ships w e re  re tu rn in g  w ith  s m a l l  

E u ro p ea n -m ak e  c a r s ,  a n d  I  b e l ie v e  the M ayo r sa id - - p re c is io n  too ls .  What a
I

s izea b le  a c h ie v e m e n t  fo r  the m ind of m an.

Our f i r s t  stop w as  at South Bend, Indiana, w h ere  we a r r i v e d  about 8 ;4 5 .  

We landed on the grounds of K le in  High School, and th e re  we got m obbed b y  a 

crow d of about 1 5, 000 , the po lice  sa id , who gave the po lice  l in e s  a bad tim e in 

th e ir  en th usiasm  to get to Lyndon a n d shake his hand. T his town has  been

/
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v e r y  h a rd  h it, b ecau se  8700  people w e re  throw n out of w o rk  la s t  C h r i s tm as

e ve,/w hen Studebaker stopped production . What we had a c tu a l ly  com e to 

see ,^ is  the w ay  it is  fighting back. Here in K le in  High School, t h e r e ’ s a 

re t ra in in g  p ro g ra m , f i r e d  by  lo c a l  in i t ia t iv e ,  but fed  w ith  F e d e ra l  g o ve rn m e n t  

help.

We saw  th ree  adult l i t e r a c y  c la s s e s ,  and what n e rv e  it m u st  take to eo 

back  to s c h o o l/ w h e n  y o u 're  30 or 40 y e a r s  old. But that*s^one of the re a s o n s  

people le t  out of jo b s ^ c a n ' t  get o th er  jo bs .

We saw  a co m p u ter  c la ss / ^ v e ry  w h ite -c o l la r  people/^ taking le s s o n s  in

how to run o ff ice  m a c h in e ry .  I ask ed  one young w om an why she w as doing it

. .  ̂ '
and she sa id  that w ith  typing and shorthand^,'she knew she could a lw a y s  g e t  a

job, but i f  she learned how to w o rk  these  m achine s h e  would be capabl e of

getting an oth er  job.

To m y  g re a t  de light we saw  a c la s s  in  p r a c t i c e  nu rs in g , and I told them  

that the w o r ld  w as w aiting  fo r  th e ir  output, and so it  i s ,  a s  anybody would  

know who has t r ie d  to find a p r a c t ic a l  n u rse  fo r  so m e e ld e r ly ,  i l l  m e m b e r  of 

th e ir  fa m ily .

And then we w ent into anoth er roo m , w h ere  a group of r e ta r d e d  c h ild re n  

sang a song.

Then we w ent out the b ack  door into the c row d , and Lyndon c lim b e d  up 

something,, and m ade a speech . It w as  r e a l l y  a surging crow d , kids c lim bing  

up on t r e e s ,  o r  on the g oa lp osts  (it w as  an a th le t ic  f ie ld ) , a n yw h ere  they could .
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I saw  the po lice  c a r r y in g  one la d y  who had fa in ted , o u t^ th ro u g h  the c row d .

I m y s e l f  have found^^ that the b e s t  w a y  to behave in such a situation,^ is  to be 

v e r y  ca lm  and w a lk  q u ie t ly , sm ilin g  and shaking as  m an y  hands as  p o s s ib le ,  

tow ard s  m y d estina tion .

Along on this t r ip  w ith  u s  w e re  C abinet M em b ers  who have to do with  

the w a r  on p o v e r ty .  S e c r e t a r y  W ir tz ,  S e c r e t a r y  of C o m m e rc e  L uth er  Hodges, 

and Un d er S e c r e t a r y  F ra n k lin  D. R o o se ve lt ,  J r . ,  and S e c r e t a r y  of HEW, 

Anthony C e le b re z z e .  T h ere  w e r e  som e s ix  o r  m o re  C o n g re ssm e n  along, f ro m  

the D is t r i c t s that we w ent into, and in  and out the day. G o v e rn o r  W elch of 

Indiana, I b e l ie v e ,  B arron o f W est  V irg in ia  and Breathitt of K entucky.

F ro m  South Bend we f le w  in  the h e l ic o p te r  o v e r  the beau tifu l,  r ic h ,  

b lack  land , w ith  sp rin g  bloom ing - some o f the p r e t t i e s t  fa rm  land I have  e v e r  

seen.

I a sked S e n a t o r  Vance H artke how m uch that c o s t  p er  a c r e ,  and his  

a n sw e r  w as som ething lik e  th is  . . "It’ s a lm o s t  n e v e r  fo r  s a le ,  but it would be 

about $ 1 ,  000 p e r  a c re  i f  you could buy it .  "
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We landed, a m az in g l y, at a town c a l le d  P e r u - - and this in  Indiana- -  

at an A i r  F o rc e  ba se  c a l le d  B un ker H ill. The p u rpose  w as to le a v e  the
r , _ _ 7

h e lic o p te r  and to get on a fa s t  sh ip  to take us to P ittsb u rg h , and th ere  along

^  ' -----
the fenced/w ere c ro w d s  and c ro w d s of peop le- - typ ica l m ontage of the day.

Lyndon w ent one w ay, and I a n o th er.  We shook a lo t of hands, saw  a 

lo t  of exc ited  y o u n g s te rs ,  and adult c i t iz e n s ,  c u r io u s ,  ad m ir in g ,  hopefu l, and  

som e, I reck on , ju s t  out fo r  the side show.
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And then on to P i t t sburgh, w h e re ,  at the a i r p o r t .  M ayo r and M r s . B a r r
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and that old a lc a ld e .  G o v e rn o r  L a w re n c e ,  m e t  us,— h o sp ita b ly  enough, Sen ato r  

Hugh Scott, R epu b lican" an d  S en a to r  Joe  C la r k  and David M acD onald, that 

big, h a n d so m e head of the United  S te e l W o rk ers ;^ som e s ix  C o n g re ssm e n  o r  

s o.

Our f i r s t  stop w as to a d d re s s  the National Convention of League of 

W omen V o te r s ,  so m e  1 3 0 0  d e le g a te s, and I think it  had com e as  a la s t  m inute  

s u r p r i s e  to them, b e ca u se  W i l la rd  W ir tz  w as  supposed to be the s p e a k e r  and 

he had c a l le d  up the night b e fo re  and sa id  "How about m e ju s t b ring ing  the 

P re s id e n t  a lon g ."

L yn d o n 's  ta lk  w as  b r i e f - - that h is  p r ogram  of econom ic deve lop m ent  

w as a im ed  a t  p rov id ing  w o rk  fo r  a h a lf  m i l l io n  young A m erican s^ ^ lh at w e re  

now fac ing  a b leak  fu tu re .  , , That he expected  the wom en of A m e r ic a  to be 

the f i r s t  to en list in  this w a r  a g a in s t  p o v e r ty ,  b ecau se  it w as  th e ir  c h i ld re n  

and the c h i ld re n  o f fu tu re  g en era t io n s  that w e re  going to l iv e --fo r  b e t te r  o r  fo r  

w orse/\w ith  the r e s u l t s  of this w a r  on p o v e r ty .

A s  the r e s u l t  of h is u su a l prodding/ I got up and sa id  a few  w o rd s ,  quite  

tru e  - that we and a l l  the c o u n try  w e r e  in the debt of this o rg a n iza tio n  fo r  

bring ing  the is s u e s  out b e fo re  the people and try in g  to get e v e ry b o d y  to go to 

the p o l l s  and u se  th e ir  r ig h t  to vo te  . It does i r r i t a t e  me v e r y  m uch when I 

see  a s ta te  like  T e x a s ,  in som e e le c t io n s ,  using  only  ^ 50 o r  60% of i t s voting  

potentia l .
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We le f t  W i l la r d  W ir tz  to be th e ir  m ain  s p e a k e r  and then we d ep arted .  

And now began the phenomenon of the d ay  f o r  m el We w ent by 

m otorcade/^to P it tsb u rg h 's  southside section , headed fo r  David M acDonald  

h a ll ,  h e a d q u a r te r s of a United  S t e e lw o r k e r ' s L o c a l,  the hom e lo c a l ,  w h e r e 

Lyndon w as going to a d d re s s  the union m e m b e rs .  And along the w ay  we
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saw  som e q u a r te r  of a m i l l io n  of people^  so the C hie f of P o lice  es tim ated ^

a
th is in  an e a s te r n  in d u s tr ia l  town which I w ould not have  thought would be 

Lyndon's s tronghold , by r e a s o n .o f  our p lace  of o r ig in , . - ^ d  h is  rep u ta tion  fo r  

c o n s e r v a t i s m .

It began to dawn on m e , and p e rh ap s  upon the nation, that L yn don 

w as m o re  of a na tion a l draw ing  c a rd ,  a na tion a l candidate, s o m ebody who 

caught the im ag in a tio n  of the g re a t  m a s s  of e a s te r n  in d u s t r ia l c ity ,  than we  

had re a l iz e d .

P r e t t y  soon he had t r a n s f e r r e d  to an open c o n v e r t ib le ,  and along the

way^ he had m ade th ree  unsched u led  stops, standing on the trunk of h is  c a r ,  

and having,- f ro m  s o m e w h e re ,^ a c q u ire d  a b u ll  h o rn , b la r in g  out in a few  s h o rt

sentences,^ h is  d e te rm in a t io n  to fight the w a r  on p o v e r ty  - and unem ploym en t - 

and to end d is c r im in a t io n .

P r e t t y  soon he sent back  fo r  m e and I sq u irm ed  m y  w ay  among the 

crow d , c lim b e d  up on the b ack  sea t  of the c o n v e r t ib le  with h im , and m ade a 

m en ta l note that f la t  h e e le d  shoes w e re  the b e s t  thing fo r  any kind of cam paigning.

*
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. . ^
Inside the union h a l l ,  there  w as an o th er  new e x p e r ie n c e  too. David

u.
MacDonald, in introducing Lyndon, pledged th a t  "the Union sh a l l  do a l l  of the 

d o w n - to -e a r th  w o rk  that is  p o s s ible,-t o  e le c t  you this N ovem b er.   T h e  f i r s t  

r e a l l y ,o u t spoken s u c h  assu m p tio n  that h e ’ s running and pledge of sup port,  ' 

that I can r e m e m b e r .

But looking at the fa c e s  of the union m e m b e rs  th e m s e lv e s , ,  w as  even  

m o re  in te re s t in g  to m e, and I found m y s e l f ,  c u r io u s ly  at hom e, in m aking  

m y l i t t le  one m inute ta lk  to them , which included the line o f C a r l  S an d b erg 's 

p o e try  about ". . . they m ake s te e l  w ith  m en  in P it tsb u rg h . " It w as  an  

exciting a tm o sp h e re ,  the pow er this o rg a n iza tio n  w ie ld ed  in A m e r ic a ,
J

in d u s t r ia l ly ,  p o l i t ic a l ly ,  what au tom ation  m ight hold fo r  th e ir  fu tu re ,  who
) .  I

would be s m a r t  enough to handle it ,  and to turn  its  th re a t  into.,potential good 

.
that it does h o ld ,/ fo r  m o re  le i s u r e ,  fo r  m o re  m a t e r ia l  w ea lth  in this co u n try .  

M ost of all^^I w atched  the fa c e s ,  fo r  the ind iv id ua l s to r ie s  they con ta in e d.

T h ere  w as  one m an  who had been  out of w o rk ,  I think 16 w e e k s .  He 

got up and ta lk ed  v e r y  s im p ly  about h is  p red ica m en t.  His w ife  and c h ild re n ,  

a l l  d r e s s ed up, w e re  in the f ro n t  row . It’ s a good thing that a l l  the p o w e r  

in the co u n try  doesn ’ t run  one w ay , that i s ^  that th e re  is  som ebody to speak  

h is p i e c e  fo r  h im .

A f te r  the union h a l l  w e w ent b ack  to A lleg h en y  A i r p o r t ,  fe e lin g  once  

m o re ,  the a d re n a l in  in the blood of the v a s t  c row d s  along the w ay , and a f te r  

m o re  speech es ,^ an d  handshaking at the a i r p o r t ,  enplaned fo r  Huntington, W est  

V irg in ia .
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T h ere  at la s t ,  about 2 :3 0 ,  we had som e sandw iches fo r  lunch. I had 

begun to w onder i f  the day w as going to hold ^  lunch, and it  had been a long, 

long tim e since that 6 a . m .  b re a k fa s t .^

A d d re s s in g  the luncheon of the League of W om en V o te rs  hadn't m eant  

a bite fo r  us.

We stopped a t  Huntington, and a f t e r  the usu al a i r p o r t  c e re m o n ie s ,  

h e lic o p te re d  into E a s te rn  K entucky, to Inez. And h e re  began a c o m p le te ly  

d if fe re n t  p ic tu re .  Can this be the sam e co u n try  as  P it tsb u rg h , P e n n s y lv a n ia ?

We f le w  o v e r  b eautifu l s p r in g -g re e n  m ountains, dotted with dogwood, 

the h i l ls id e  p o ck m ark ed  h e re  and th ere  by the mouth of a s m a l l  m in e . ,  ,Sw ift,  

ro c k y  l i t t le  s t r e a m s  in e v e r y  v a l le y ,  and v e r y  in d if fe re n t  d i r t  roads,-^curling  

th e ir  w ay  along the m ou nta in sid e .

We landed in a m eadow , c lo se  to the com m unity  o f Inez, and d ro v e  up 

the m ountainside  to the home of Tom F le tc h e r .  Now, a l l  the s igns w e re  home  

m ade, w ith  c ra y o n ,  on c a rd b o a rd ,  p ro b a b ly  a p iece of a g r o c e r y  box. School 

bands, with the school m a te s  along side of them , that went som ething like  th is ,

"M outh-of-T urkey School W elcom es You, L yndon."  I w on der i f  som e of the 

n e w sp ap e r  wom en knew what m outh of tu rk e y  m ean t. I am su re  it  w as  a c re e k .  

A l l  the n a m e s of the sch o o ls  had de lic iou s  g eo g ra p h ica l n a m es.

Going up the m ou nta in sid e , the ro a d w a y  led  along winding R ock C a s t le  

C re e k , i » ^ h e r e  and th e re  by a suspended foot b r id g e , hom em ade c e r ta in ly ,  

and leading to one o r  two h o u se s  n e s t le d  ag a in s t  the m o u n ta in s id e  o n  th e  

other side of the c re e k .
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This is  the a r e a  w h ere  m ining once w as king. It’ s becom e a s ick  

in d u s try ,  nothing has r e a l l y  c o m e  along to re p la c e  it .  And now, two or  

m o re  g en era t ion s  have l iv e d  h e re ,  trap p ed  in a s o r t  of fate of s ta le m a te  and 

h o p e le s s n e s s .

We a r r i v e d  a t  the Tom F le tc h e r ' s  home and I ask ed  Lyndon to p lea se  

keep the n e w sp ap e r  people , the p h o to g rap h ers ,  aw ay  as  m uch as  p o ss ib le .  

This m u stn 't  be a s ideshow  fo r  these people.

But I found them - - the Tom F l e t c h e r s - -  th e ir  p a re n ts  and eight  

ch ild re n ,  l in ed  up on the f ro n t  p o rch  of th e ir  th ree  roo m , ta rp a p e r  house,  

com posed , f r ie n d ly ,  w e lcom in g , r a th e r  gen tly  dignified . Som ehow I would  

have lik ed  it  b e t te r  i f  they'd  been s o r t  of h o s ti le  and a n g ry  at this im p o sit ion  

upon th e ir  p r iv a c y .

M r. F le tc h e r ,  so M rs .  F le tc h e r  told m e , had been in m ining w o rk  

fo r  m an y  y e a r s ,  had b ecom e unem ployed, had gone into being a sa w m il l  

w o r k e r ,  w o rk ed  only so m e tim e s  as  l i t t le  as  th re e  o r  fo u r  days a m onthj la s t  

y e a r  had e a rn e d  $ 4 0 0 .

Two of th e ir  c h i ld re n  had dropped out of school; that w as the w o r s t  

p a r t .  She w as a thin, t i r e d  looking wom an, deep down acceptan t, not 

expecting m uch of l i f e ,  but th e re  w as an oth er  lady  th e re ,  w hose nam e I don't 

know but I w ish  I did. She had ju s t  walked up fro m  a l i t t le  s to re  in the 

v a l le y  r igh t be low . She run s the s to re ,  she told m e, and m ak es  a l iv in g  fo r

r h e r  fo u r  c h i ld re n .  Her husband is  i l l  and h a sn 't  been able to w o rk  fo r  y e a r s . 

She had lo ts  m o re  get-up-and-get,^ and w as a r t i c u la t e . I asked  h e r  what that
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a r e a  needed m o s t .  She said , and she w as quick to s ay , "Jobs - we need

som ething to com e in h e r e ."  And then she said , "Next, we need  a h o sp ita l ,

the c lo s e s t  h o sp ita l  is  o v e r  the m ountain , in  L ou isa ,  and i f  anybody gets s ick

they have to go to L o u isa ,  and m o re  than l ik e ly  they don*t find h o sp ita l  b eds

when they get th e re .  "

I re m e m b e re d  that L ou isa  w as the home town of F re d  V inson , who

went  into the g re a t  outside w o r ld ,  to becom e a lm o s t  e v e ry th in g  in g overn m ent,

and f in a l ly  the C h ie f  Ju s t ic e  of the United S ta tes  . So you ca n ’ t say  that this

p a r t  of the c o u n try  d oesn ’ t r a i s e  s tron g  m en.

This la d y  told me that as  soon as  the c h i ld re n  got old enough,<^they

le f t - - they went to C o lum bus, or C incinna ti, o r  so m ew h ere  looking fo r  a job.

She said , "Don’ t nothing e v e r  happen a n y m o re  in M a rt in  County."

L a te r ,  som eone told m e that M a rt in  County had the lo w e s t  pe r  capita

incom  e in K entucky, and^I b e lie ve ^  in the United S ta tes .

A s  the New Y o rk  H era ld  T ribune re p o r te d  i t^ a n d  I di dn’ t r e a l l y  know

they would un d ers tan d  this w ord ^  they sa id , "The P re s id e n t  hu n kered  down

on the p o rch  w ith  M r .  F le tc h e r ,  fo r  a ta lk ."  W hich is  e x a c t ly  what they  did.

They ta lked  about keeping the c h i ld re n  in  school, and how he m ade out to l iv e
goes

on $400  a y e a r  with eight c h i ld re n .  It g o e s  som ething like  th is , "t h e i r  l iv ing  

i s  m o s t ly  on c om m od ities"   That o v e r - a l l  w o rd  c o v e r s s u rp lu s  food w hich is  

p a sse d  out on a c e r ta in  day of the w eek^ or m aybe i t ’ s the m o n th ^ b y  the 

F e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  i n l i t t le  towns throughout this a r e a .  I exp ect i t ’ s a v e r y
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lim ite d  d iet, and enough y e a r s of that could be the r e a s on why M rs .  F le tc h e r  

looks so faded and d is s p ir i te d ,  and why th e re  w e re  no steps up to the f ro n t  

porch of the house. Hoisting m y s e l f  up onto the fro n t  p o rch , I had w on d ered  

why som ebody didn’ t at le a s t  go down and saw o ff a stump and put it  down fo r  

a step . And then I r e a l iz e d  h ow could I know what it  w as  like  to t r y  to r a i s e  

eight c h i ld re n  on $400  a y e a r ;

When we sa id  goodby, the la d y  who w as  the s to re  o w n er p ut^her a rm s  

aroun d  m e and e m b ra c e d  m e and said , "God B le s s  you.". , W e l l ,  that too, is  

the s o r t  of people they a r e .  And fo r  the ch ild re n ,  at le a s t ,  th e re  m u st  be 

som ething o r  som e s o r t  of a w ay  out.

We took a 10 m inute h e l ic o p te r  r id e  to P a in ts v i l l e ,  and th e re  we v is i te d  

the Mayo State V oca tio n a l School,xand  I w a lked  into s e v e r a l  of the c la s s e s .  We 

saw  an au tom obile  shop, a la th e shop;, a h a i r d r e s s e r  c la s s  - and th e re ,  a l l  the 

wom en in the p a r ty ,  F ra n c e s  L e w in e, Helen Thom as and I, a l l  sa id  we w ish ed  

we could stop and be c u s to m e rs .  So m ew h ere  in the wide w o r ld ,  e v e ry o n e  of 

these  g i r l s  can g e t  a job. And how s m a r t  they a r e  to be s ta r t in g  in on s o m e ­

thing, a  sk ill ,  any sk i l l ,  that they can exchange fo r  a paycheck .

Then we saw  a c la s s  in typing, v e r y  m uch to Lyndon’ s delight, and  

It w as  e a s y  fo r  me to m ake l i t t le  th ree  o r  fou r m inute sp eech es  to these  people  

along the w ay, b ecau se  they  a r e  the s o r t  o f fo lk s  I can id en tify  with, and I'm 

glad they have enough get-up^and-get,^to  t r y  to find th e ir  w ay  out of the m o r a s s  

of unem ploym ent and d e sp a ir .  •-
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Next we went to the C o u rt  House, that t ra d it io n a l  p lace  fo r  talking to 

the fo lk s ,  Lyndon m ade a speech , and in the c o u rse  of it ,/he in trod uced  

S e c r e t a r y  of L ab or W i l la r d  W ir tz .  Now it happened that p oor M r. W ir tz ,

not having had any lunch, had gone a c r o s s  the s t r e e t  t o snatch a quick ice  

c re a m  cone w ith  Anthony C e le b re z z e ,  so no W i l la rd  W ir tz  a r o s e to r e c e iv e  

a bow. Then Lyndon went on to say . . . "And we have with u s , in the c ro w d  

so m e w h e re .  S e c r e t a r y  of Health, Education and W e l fa re ,  M r.  Anthony  

C e le b re z z e .  W ill  he stand up p le a s e ,  " Both of these g en tlem en, a t  the 

f i r s t  c a l l ,  s ta r te d  s prin tin g  f ro m  the ice  c re a m  p a r lo r ,  back  to w a rd  the 

C o u rt  House, and W i l la rd  W ir tz  a r r i v e d  ju s t  in tim e to r e c e iv e  h is  bow as  

Anthony C e le b re z z e .

It w as  a f te r  s ix  when we le f t  P a in ts v i l le ,  fo r  Huntington. Once m o r e 

by h e l ic o p te r ,  above the g re e n  m ou nta in s. And th e re  w as the big plane  

w aiting  fo r  u s ,  and th e re  Lyndon had a co n fe re n c e  w ith  the G o v e rn o rs  of the 

A ppalach ian  s ta te s .  W elch of Indiana, Breathitt of K entucky, B arron of W est V c

V irg in ia  w e re  th e re ,  and the r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of W ill ia m  S cran ton  o f P e n n sy lv a n ia ,  

to d isc u ss  the p ro p o se d  A p p a lach ian  r e c o v e r y  plan, w hich  would co st  the 

F e d e r a l  G o vern m en t s o m e  th ree  b i l l io n  o v e r  a f iv e  y e a r  p e rio d . The ta lk  w as  

supposed to la s t  about 30 m in u tes .  A c tu a l ly  it  la s te d  c lo s e r  to two h o u rs  .

During it I w ent a b o a rd  the a i rp la n e ,  w as  in te rv ie w  by Helen T h o m a s  and F ra n c e s  

L ew ine, only that is  h a rd ly  any lo n g e r  m y  w ay  o f thinking of them . T hey a r e  ju s t  

m y  t ra v e l in g  com p an ions . '•

And then Lyndon m ade a sh o rt ,  te le v is e d  speech, and I, ju s t  a w o rd  of
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fa r e w e l l .  The g is t  o f  the speech  w as what he had h a m m e re d  aw ay  a l l  day - ­

that p o v e r ty  and u n em p lo ym ent a r e  u n n eces s a r y  e v i ls  in m o d e rn  A m e r ic a ,  and 

he m eans to do som ething about them ,

I guess the whole pu rp ose  of th is t r ip ,  i f  I m a y  p r e sume to s u m m a riz e  

it, is  to d ra w  back  the c u r ta in  to the A m e r ic a n  nation , on how som e 20% o f i ts  

people do l iv e ;  to get the people th e re b y  to ap ply  the prod  to the C o n g re ss  so 

that the p o v e r ty  b i l l  can p a s s ,  so that we can get a foot in the door.

A l l  the day long Lyndon had said , "We a r e  going to h a v e a C iv i l  R ights  

B il l  i f  i t takes  a l l  s u m m e r ,  and we don’ t want an y  D em o cra t ic  la b e l  on it ,  we  

want it  to be an A m e r ic a n  b i l l  -  the w a r  on p o v e r ty  is  not a D em o cra t ic  job o r  

a R epublican  job - we m u st  do i t  tog eth er . " It w as a g re a t  day and I w a s r e a l

proud of h im .

t
And t h e n we f in a l ly  le f t ,  oh^about 9 o 'c lo c k  o r  perh ap s 9 :3 0 ,  fo r

W ashington, w ith  him w an d erin g  aroun d  among the r e p o r t e r s  on the p lane,

and m e talking to B i l l  W ir tz  and S e c r e t a r y  C e le b re z z e .   W e  dropped of f  poor

d e a r  S e c r e t a r y  Hodges a l i t t le  e a r l i e r  in  the day b e c a u se he w as  f ly in g  on to

A lab am a,^ to  m ake a m a jo r  speech  a t  the U n iv e rs i ty  a t  night ( te r r i f ic  days

p re p a ra t io n  fo r  a m a jo r  speech), m o s t  of us w e re  r ig h t  re a d y  fo r  our dinne r ,
to s i t down

but I had a h a rd  tim e getting L yndon  to sit down long enough to have h is ,  in the l a s t 15  

m inutes  b e fo re  we a r r i v e d  at the White House .

We a r r i v e d  u n u tte ra b ly  w e a r y ,  but w ith  a g re a t  fe e lin g  that i t  had  

been  a g re a t  day - a s u c c e s s ful  day, one of ac co m p lish m en t.


