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T h i s  day  b e g a n  w i th  m u n d a n e  th ings  su ch  a s  h a v in g  the d r e s s m a k e r  

o v e r ,  D ia n a ’ s d r e s s m a k e r ,  who i s  going to m a k e  m e  up  a  h o s t e s s  gown out 

of  the  b e a u t i fu l  h a n d - w o v e n  m a t e r i a l  tha t  D iana  b r o u g h t  m e  f r o m  Scot land .

And a l s o  M r s .  M y e r s  o v e r  to t u r n  one of the s a r i s  tha t  w a s  g iven  to

---------  —

m e  w h en  I w a s  in  I n d i a ^  the  one tha t  M r s .  I n d i r a  G hand i  gave  m e  --in to  a  

n e g l i g e e .

And going  to see  m y  d e n t i s t .  D r .  H u r l e e ,  f o r  the  n e c e s s a r y  an d

- t
b o t h e r s o m e  a n n u a l  c h e c k u p  b u t  the h ap p y  r e l i e f  of f inding  tha t  m y  te e th  

a r e  r e a l l y  in  good s h a p e .

So m u c h  fo r  t r i v i a .

^  T he  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  n e w s  of the d a y  w a s  t h a t  D r .  and  M r s .  J .  F r a n k

Dobi e  h a d  a r r i v e d  f r o m  A u s t i n  t h e  day  b e f o r e  to be o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t s ,  and  

in  m y  a b s e n c e  L ynda  B i r d  h a d  m e t  th em  a s  h o s t e s s  and  ta k en  th e m  in jcharge,  

and  put D r .D o b i e  in  the  L in c o ln  R o o m ,  a n d  M r s .  D o b i e  in  the Q u e e n ' s  R o o m ,  

w h e r e  they  w e r e  bo th  h a p p i ly  s e t t l e d .

I s p e n t  a  m o m e n t  o r  two g r e e t i n g  them  e a r l y  th is  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  then  

j u s t  b e f o r e  lu n ch  t i m e ,  o r  w ha t  I thought w a s lu n c h  t im e ,  ab o u t  1 o ’c lo ck ,  I
J ^

a s k e d  M r s .  D o b i e  to c o m e  in  a n d  h ave  a  g l a s s of s h e r r y  w i th  m e .  D r .  D o b i e  

h a d  gone o v e r  to s e e  Lyndon  in  h i s  o f f ice ,  w h e r e  he w a s  going to h ave  a  b r i e f  

p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e ,

I got  a  c a l l  f r o m  L y n d o n ' s  of f ice ,  s ay ing  they  would  be  o v e r  in  a b o u t

10 o r  15 m i n u t e s  a n d  he w a s  b r i n g i n g  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  and  W a lk e r  Stone w i th

9"
h im ,  I w en t  in  the k i t c h e n  to a s k  Z e p h y r ,  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  th a t  we w e r e  h av ing
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h a s h .  Now h a s h  i s  one of L y n d o n ' s  f a v o r i t e  f o o d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i th  j a l a p e n o s ,
i

and  I f ig u r e  .! t h a t  would  be  a l r i g h t  fo r  D r .  Dobi e  bu t  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  

on han d  I w as  s l i g h t ly  a b a s h e d  a t  the  p r o s p e c t  of h a s h .  H o w e v e r ,  t r y i n g  to 

e v a lu a t e  w ha t  you c a n  do in  10 o r  15 m i n u t e s ,  I d e c id e d  we would  p r o c e e d  

c a l m l y  u n p e r t u r b e d  w i th  h a s h .  M in u te s  p a s s e d  ^ f i n a l l y  ab o u t  a n  h o u r  la ter^__ 

w e l l  a f t e r  2 o ' c l o c k ,  L yndon  c a m e  o v e r  w i th  D r .  Dobi e  Walt e r  Stone ,  and  

B i l l  S te v e n s  - and  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n ,  L ynda  an d  W a r r i e  jo in e d  u s  - an d  we 

s a t  down f o r  o u r  n o t - e l e g a n t  lu n c h eo n ,  m e  w i th  a  s a d  fe e l in g  th a t  i f  I h a d  

s im p ly  g o t te n  a  s i r l o i n  s t r i p  out of th e .d e e p  f r e e z e ,  i t  co u ld  h a v e  b e e n  cooked  

in  th a t  h o u r ’s t i m e l  O r  if  i t  h a d n ' t ,  w h a t  w ould  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  i s  i t  w ould  be  

j u s t  w a s t e d ,  t h a t ’ s a l l ,
I

Oh, w e l l ,  w r o n g  g u e s s  s o m e t i m e s .  D r .  Dobi e  r u d d y  of c o u n te n a n c e ,  

f r o s t y  of h a i r ,  look in g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  l ike  C a r l  San d b u rg  o r  R o b e r t  F r o s t ,  a n d  

ta lk ing  l ike  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  old T e x a s  cow hand ,  w a s  a  d e l ig h t fu l  g u e s t .  And 

e v e r  s in c e  m y  t r i p  to G r e e c e  w i th  h i m ,  I h a v e  e s p e c i a l l y  w a r m  p la c e  in  m y  

h e a r t  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n .

T h e r e  w a s  one m o m e n t  d u r in g  lu n c h  w h en  s o m e o n e  r e m i n d e d  u s  of a  

c a u s t i c  s a y in g  of the R e p u b l i c a n s  d u r in g  T r u m a n ’s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h a t  he ,  

T r u m a n ,  m a d e  h i s  f o r e i g n  p o l icy  d e c i s i o n s  in  the d a r k .  And tha t  t im e^^he  

w a s  a l l e d g e d  to h ave  a n s w e r e d ^ ' ^ h e r e  w as  one d e c i s i o n  he  m a d e  in  the d a r k ,  

on^ is  k n e e s ,  a n d  tha t  w as  the  d e c i s i o n  w h e t h e r  o r  no t  to d r o p  the  b o m b .

At lunch ,  he  f r a m e d  i t  th i s  w ay .  He s a id  tha t  w hen  they  to ld  h im  ab o u t  the 

e x i s t e n c e  of the b o m b ,  w h a t  i t  would  p r o b a b ly  do and  how it  w ou ld  p r o b a b l y
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b r i n g  J a p a n  to i t s  k n e e s  in  two o r  t h r e e  d ay s  t im e ,  he c a l l e d  in  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l

and  O m a r  B r a d l e y  a nd  s a id ,  " I f  we invade  the J a p a n e s e  I s lan d s ,  how m a n y  

A m e r i c a n  b o y s  w i l l  i t  c o s t ?  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  s a id ,  " O u r  b e s t  e s t i m a t e  is  

b e tw e e n  2 0 0 . 0 0 0  a n d  2 5 0 , 0 0 0 . " P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  then  s a id ,  " T h e r e  w a s n ’t 

any  d e c i s i o n  to m a k e  -  the d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  - t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  e l s e  to do 

bu t  d r o p  i t .  " He w e n t  on  to s a y  tha t  the  d e c i s i o n s  he  h a d  to m a k e ,  the h a r d  

ones  w h i le  he  w a s P r e s i d e n t  - he*d ge t  the  b e s t  a d v ice  he  cou ld ,  go on  and  

m a k e  up  h i s  m in d ,  and  then  n e v e r  lo o k  b a c k  - a n d  tha t  he  cou ld  go to s l e e p  

a t  n ig h t  a s  soon  a s  he  got  h i s  h e a d  on the  p i l low .  T h a t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  one 

l i k e n e s s  b e t w e e n  h im  and  Lyndon .
I

L a t e r ,  I r e a d  w h e r e  M r .  Dobi e  s a i d  tha t  he  h e a r d  T r u m a n  say ,
- h

"L y n d o n  J o h n s o n  m a y  be  the g r e a t e s t  P r e s id e n t  s in ce  L i n c o l n , "  t h is  op in ion  

h av ing  c o m e  out of r e m a r k s  on the  r a i l r o a d  a c h i e v e m e n t .

T h i s  w a s  in  l ine  w i th  so  m u c h  th a t  he  h a d  s a i d  to m e  on h i s  t r i p  to 

G r e e c e ,

I lo o k e d  a r o u n d ,  b e a m i n g  tha t  L y n d a  an d  W a r r i e  sh o u ld  be  t h e r e,  

so ak in g  up  the h i s t o r y  of the  m o m e n t .  D r .  Dobie  to ld  a  b i t  ab o u t  the p r e s s  

c o n f e r e n c e  he h a d  j u s t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  and  th a t  w a s  the r e a s o n  why they  w e r e  

so l a t e ,  of c o u r s e .  It w as  c a u s e d  s u d d en ly  by  the p r e s e n c e  of P r e s id e n t  

T r u m a n  and  b e tw e e n  60 and  70 r e p o r t e r s  w e r e  m a k in g  a  h a l f  c i r c l e  in  f r o n t  

of the P r e s i d e n t ,  w ith  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  on L y n d o n ’s r i g h t ,  and  D r .  Dobi e  

on L y n d o n ' s  le f t .  It m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  qu i te  a  m o r n i n g  fo r  Dr .  Dobi e '

G o v e r n o r  B ro w n  of C a l i f o r n i a  h a d  j u s t  b e e n  in and  W a l t e r  R e u t h e r  of
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A F L -CIO.
/

A f t e r  lunch* we h u s t l e d  D r .  Dobi e  off  for  a  r e s t  and  I s a id  goodby 

to the o th e r  g e n t l e m e n  and  fe l l  in to  b e d  fo r  a  l i t t l e  r e s t .
I

T h i s  i s  the n igh t  f o r  the  g r i d i r o n  d i n n e r ,  so ab o u t  6:30,  D r .  Dobi e  

a l l  t r u s s e d  up in  w hi te  t ie  and  t a i l s ,  w h ich  h e  s a i d  h e ' d h a d  e v e r  s in c e  he 

w en t  to E n g la n d  to t teach in  the e a r l y  50*s , and  e x p e c t e d  to o u t l a s t h i m ,  a s  

i n d e e d  i t  w i l l ,  w a s  ab o u t  to s e t  ou t  w i th  W a lk e r  Stone f o r  th is  g r e a t  m a s c u l i n e  

ev en t  of the y e a r .

It a lw a y s  a m u s e s  m e  tha t  Lyndon ,  who m a k e s  so m a n y  r id i c u l in g  

r e m a r k s  ab o u t  w o m e n  w an t in g  to put on a  long  d r e s s ,  a n d  m a k i n g  "u s  m e n  

. . —  —  get in to  a  b l a c k  t i e , / o r  a  w h i te  t i e ,  a n d  h e re ^ w i th  not a  f e m a l e  p r e s e n t - - h e  

g r ow ling ly  pu ts  on the fu l l  r e g a l i a  a n d  goes  f o r th  to the s l a u g h t e r ,  y e a r  a f t e r  

y e a r .  T h i s  he d id  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  o t h e r s  h a d  le f t .

And then  I e s c o r t e d  M r s .  Dobi e  d o w n s t a i r s /  w i th  a  g u idebook  in  m y  

h a n d  and  s o r t  of d id  two th ings  a t  o n ce .  I gave  m y s e l f  a  l e s s o n  in  p r e p a r a t i o n  

of  m y  a r r i v a l  of  m y  g u e s t s  on M ay  7th  - tha t  i s ,  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  ab o u t  r oom  by  

ro o m  , S a v o n n e r i e  ru g  o r  W a t e r f o r d  c h a n d e l i e r  o r  the  M one t  p a in t in g  g iven  

by  the K ennedy  f a m i ly .

And the o t h e r  th ing ,  t r y i n g  to m a k e  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  g u e s t  have  a  v e r y  

i n t i m a t e  to u r ,  c o m p le t e  w i th  a n e c d o te s,of the f i r s t  f l o o r .

T h e n  we w e n t  u p s t a i r s  fo r  an  e a r l y  d in n e r ,  j u s t  the  two of u s ,  and  ta lk  

of T e x a s  w i l d f l o w e r s .  M r s ,  Dobi e ' s a n  a u t h o r i t y  on  tha t .  . . ^

And e a r l y  b ed ,  w h ich  gave  m e  a  c h a n c e  to r e a d  m y  th ick  e n v e lo p e  o f
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" R e a d  and  F i l e " ,  and  s o m e  of the l e t t e r s  tha t  h a v e  a c c u m u l a t e d  s in c e  I l a s t

p a id  a t t e n t io n  to m y  d e s k ,  u n r e m i t t i n g  t y r a n t  th a t  i t  i s .
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