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E a r ly  this m orn ing, I ta lked  to B e s s  about m u sic , r ef r e s hm en ts , 

gen e ra l lo g is t ic s  of the tea on May 7th ,  t o o k  a  look at m y l i s t  of

accep tan ces,  finding it  g ratify in g ly high. ^

C a lle d B ill  Wal ton of the Fine Ar ts Com m i s s ion, to see  if  there w as 

anything in the f ine prin t that sa id  I couldn’ t m ove the W aterford  chandelier 

from  the fam ily  dining room  b ack  down to the G reen Room w here it hung 

o rig in a lly  and he sa id  there w asn*t, so  I got Mr , W est busy  m oving it  right 

aw ay. But a la s ,  it looks like such an involve d job ! The one in the G reen  

Room w ill probab ly  be in p lace  tonight fo r  the L a b o r  dinner, bu t the one 

t r a n s fe r r ed up h ere  c a n ' t  be fu lly  a sse m b le d  and in p la ce .

Then at 1 1   W rightsm an cam e . She’ s one of M rs, Kennedy’ s

c lo se s t  fr ien d s and acco rd in g  to everybody who te lls  m e about it  o ne of 

the ch ief m o tiv a to rs  and con trib u tors in the whole White House renovation 

p ro je c t . She w as s lim , ex q u isite ly  d re s se d , ra th er  b r itt le , I  thought, and 

v ery , v e ry  knowle dgeable about fu rn itu re and decoration .

F ro m  the trend of her co n v ersatio n , I b e liev e  she thinks not only i s  

the job m o stl y done, a lthough she m entioned Ja c k ie ’ s hope fo r  new d rap e s  

and new c h a ir s  i n the State Dining Room , but she fe el s  that additions w ill 

com e , not from  m a jo r  g if t s ,  but from  the sa le  of  the guide book. And she 

w arned m e that those re v e n u es , s h ould not re a lly  be tied up in o rd in ary  

upkeep, with which I thoroughly ag re e d .

So cl o se  w as h er re la tio n sh ip  with M rs, Kennedy t h at I doubt th at I
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sh all ever have the sam e d egree  of in te re st  and com m itm ent from  h er, 

but I’m v ery  g ra te ful fo r what sh e *s a lread y  done and that l  wanted to le t 

her know. And do m y b e st  to be f r i ends with he r .

We had lunch sh ortly  a fte r  she le ft.  I talked with Jim  K etchum , H e 's  

getting Mr s ,  Ma r sh a ll F ie ld 's  p ictu re  m oved to the E a s t  H all above the 

so fa , and I told him I would a sk  fo r the loan  of the H em ington and the 

R u sse ll  fo r  Lyndon 's b u s in e ss o ffic e s .

And then C la rk  C lif fo rd  cam e , with a  fu ll rep o rt from  the White House  

H isto r ic a l A sso c ia tio n , "*The new guide book goes to the p rin ter  in J une,

About one out of four p e rso n s ,/^ o in g  through the White House buys it.

It w ill soon go on s a le  in ce rta in  se le c t  s to re s  and i t ' s  a lread y  on sa le  in 

m any N ational pa r k s ,  a s well  a s  two p la c e s  in the White Ho u se .— o ne w h e re  

you ente r ,  and one where you leav e .

He gave m e fig u re s  on the m axim um  num ber of to u r is ts  p a ss in g  through 

the White H ouse- - it  w as one Satu rday  in A pril ,  and w as , I b e liev e , so m e

26,0 0 0 !

We m ake about fo rty -se v e n  cents off  of  each p ap er back  guide book so ld , 

and m ore  off of the h ard  b a ck s .

L a te r  I w orked a t m y d esk , and then got read y  fo r tonights d inner, which 

is  a  c o u n te rp a r t  of the dinne r for b u sin e s s  l a s t  week,-

T his tim e , i t 's  the lab o r le a d e r s of the United S ta te s , A lso  b lack  tie , 

7 :30 , about 139 in al l .

Once m o re  a s  we stood in line to g ree t our gu ests  in the B lue Room , 

the follow ing C abinet M em bers w ere on hand - the D illons , the M cN am aras,
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the H odges, the W irtzs, and W alter H e lle r , I’m getting to fe e l that I know\

David Dubinsky; the David Mc Donalds , the G eorge M eanys , and the W alter
 ^

Ruether s  v ery  w ell. And, of c o u rse , the unique M r, Jaco b  P o t o f s k y ,  

with h is white goatee . And A lex R o se , who cau s e s me to w ear h ats now, 

m ore  often that I p ra c t ic a lly  eve r have. And Jim  S u f f r i d g e

But I should begin  learn in g  m o re  of the o th e rs. Andy B i e m ille r , 

d ire c to r  of the D epartm ent of L e g is la t io n  at the A F L -C IO , cam e to Cong r e s s  

when we cam e to the Senate in ‘ 48, H e*s a lw ays on hand wi th them .

And I m et W illiam  B a ll , of the United Mine W orkers of A m erica , the 

s u c c e s so r  of that old lion of la b o r , John L , L e w is ; and I gue s s  b o s s .

And a  v e ry  a r is to c r a t ic  looking n egro , M r. A, Philip  Randolph,

P re sid en t of the B roth erhood of Sleeping C ar P o r te r s ,  and, inciden tally , 

the only n egro  p r e s e nt.

But at each  of th ese , I should r e a l ly  try  to le a rn  som ething about a t 

le a s t  three o r four m ore  of the other cou p les.

Af ter we had g ree ted  everybody, Lyndon took the m en into the E a s t  Room 

for the b rie fin g , ju st  a s  he had the b u sin e ssm en  la s t  w eek. And the la d ie s  

went with m e, u p s ta ir s  fo r  a  tour of the second flo o r ,

I g u e ss  M argie  and P h y llis  a re  getting to fe e l like they could go through 

it b lindfolded now!

We had b u stled  a l l  the p ie c e s  of the unhung ch an delier into a  c lo s e t  in 

the fam  ily  dining room  and ligh ted  c an d le s , so  that it too could be included.

When we went down to dinner, I found m y se lf  with G eorge M eany on m y

a:
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right and W alter R euther on m y le ft, Walte r  R euth er*s a  delightful dinner 

com pan ion

We talked  about the econom ics of Europe and the p o litica l im p licatio n s 

of  F ra n c e ’ s in tra n sig en ce . He u se d  the e x p re ss io n  that G erm any had only 

a  thin ven eer of dem o cracy , actu ally  it had ju st  been a  s e r ie s  of independent 

s ta te s  until late  in the 19th century , and d em o cracy  i s  not deep in its  blood; 

w h ereas B r ita in  h as a  800 y e a r  h eritag e  of d em o cratic  p r a c t ic e s and con-

v ic tio n s, the im p licatio n  being, I su p p o se , that B r ita in ’ s position  a s  a le a d e r  

of E u rop e  m u st not wane.

Lyndon r a i s e d an eyebrow  at me and sent m e a  note by Ja c k , so  a fte r

the singing v io lin s had p a s se d  through a n d  coffee  w as on the tab le , I  ro se

and sa id , "M ay I p ro p o se  a  to a st  to the L ab o r  le a d e r s  of our country. They’ve

added to the strength  of our econom y and the stau n ch n ess of  our c h a ra c te r ,

 /What they have done and the c a u se they have le d ^ h a s  m ade th is a  b e tte r 

land, and a  b ette r  w o rld ,"

W alter R euther had  spoken with obvious ad m iratio n  of G erm an y ’ s econom ic 

braw n. He’ s an in te llec tu a l but p ragm atic  s o r t of a  m an, I lik e h im , and 

find him fastin atin g  to both talk  to and lis te n  to, though I fe e l su re  that he 

and Lyndon w ill be at v arian ce  in the future a s  they have been  in the p a st , 

be cau se  h is  constituency is  hom ogeneous, I gue s s ,  in a  way - and now o u rsj 

is  the whole 190 m illion j And m o re  than anything, I think, Lyndon m ean s
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that when he sa y s  that he wants to be P resid en t of a ll  of the people .

We went to the E a s t  Room and danced, and danced, and danced. About 

11:30, I took up m y p osition  at the door, and a f ter s e v e r a l  t r ie s  a t Goodnight 

L ad ie s  o n  the p art of the band, with Lyndon keeping righ t on dancing, getting 

a new p artn er a s  quick a s an aide cam e up and m ade off with the one he had, 

the g u e sts a l l  d ep arted  about 12;00,

J e s s e  had been  our house gu est, leav ing about 4 ;30 , and m y con sc ien ce

hurt m e that I ha d spent so little  tim e with him . If th ere ' s anybody in a ll
/

the w orld  w e  a re  ob ligated  to com fort now, i t ’ s J e s s e .


